I1. m.: Y KHUTU CMEHUJICS IePEBOIYMK, @, KAK TOBOPUTCS, HOBAsI METJIA IT0 HOBOMY MeETET. Tak 4To
OynyT HEeKOTOphIe U3MeHeHUs. HampuMep, mpoTaroHucTa Temnepsb 30BYT H:)

¢IH B30IIET Ha TPOH MMIEpaTOpa B HE?KHOM BO3PAcCTe.

Y He ycnen oH [OCTUYb COBEPIIEHHONIETHS, KaK eMy Ilepepe3ay IopJo.

2Ku3np umnepaTopa fAHa BepocruoHa 3alOMHUTCS 9TUMU ABYMS ¢paszamu. KTo OymeT MOMHUTH
MOJIOJIOTO UMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPHIM MOSBUIICS M UCYE3 CIIOBHO BETED, B HECIIOKOKWHLIE BpEeMeHa?

B nopg3eMHYyI0 TEMHUITY BOIIET YEJIOBEK U CXBATHUII fIHA 3a BOJIOCH!. JIUIIO 3aKITI0YEHHOT0 GBLIO0
CILJIOIIHEIM KPOBABEIM MECHBOM, HO B3TJIsA ObLIT OCTPEIM, KaK HUKOTTIA.

— Isamromika AH.

Myxuuny 3Banu Kporu. OH OB HA OBAAIATH JIET CcTaplie dHa U MPUXOOUIICS eMy IIJIeMSIHHUKOM.
Kaxprii pas, Korga oH TpsC fAHa 3a BOJIOCH], U30 pTa 3aKII0YEHHOI0 afajiy Kalljid KPOBH,
CMeIllaHHEBIEe CO CITIOHOM.

— Kak TeI JoKaTHIICS [0 XKHU3HU Takou? 4 xe TOBOpPHUII Tebe, oiand, 9To 'y TeOsT HeT JOCTOHUHCTB
HMIIepaTopa, u Tebe ClieJOBaJIO OTKA3aThCA OT TPOHA. Ecmu Ol THI IIOCJIyIIaJl MEHS TOr'da, HU49ero OBl
9TOTr'0 HE CIIYy4YHUJIOCh.

fH muIs MosT4a cMoTpent Ha KpoHu.

Bupgumo, HemOBOJIbHEIN €70 B3r/1AA0M, KpoHU pe3ko yaapui fHa 1mo auuy.

Mmaxk!

— Jlaxxe Hepa3yMHBIM MaJlb4yHIlKa AO0JI2KEH 3HaTh, Ky[a KjIacTh HOTH, IIPEXAe YeM UX BEITAHYTh! JTa
TBOsI Marus! YTo B HEH TaKOI'0 BEJIMKOro?!

fH MBICJIEHHO B3[OXHVII.

Marus, cuia HaCTOJIBKO CBSILIEHHAs U BeJIMKas, YTO €€ MOXKHO CUUTATh CJIeJOM, OCTaBJI€eHHEIM
6oramu B 9TOM Mupe. M umMeHHO Gyaromaps ei dH cMOT B30UTH Ha UMIIEPATOPCKUM TPOH.

— Isans, cmoTpu! TBos IpUUuynIvBas Marus gaxe He MOXEeT OCTaHOBUThH MeHs!



Bbyx! Byx!

970 OBIIO TpaBHOY. M3-3a Marn4yecKux OKOB, CKOBLIBABIINX KOHEYHOCTH fHa, OH Telepb HU4YeM He
OTJINYAJICS OT OOBIYHOTO JeBATHALIATUIETHEr 0 I0HOIIH. [laxke ecyii ObI OH CMOT CHSITH OKOBEHI, €T0
cynb0Oa yxKe Oblia ImpefpelieHa: mepef HUM Masg4yuia CMEPTE.

— JTaxke eCyy ThI OMUH U3 [EeCSATH THICSY... IEPBBIN OJIarOPOIHLIHM Mar... Uy emulé Kto!.. Bcé ato
0eCCMEICTIEHHO TTepe[] 3TUM KITHHKOM.

Ol-mrypx.

Kponu HakoHell 00HaXKHUI CBOM Med.

Kak Obl HY OOBMHSIIM MTABIIET0 UMIIEPATOPa B U3MEHE, 3aKOHUUTD CBOIO XKM3Hb B TAKOM MOA3EMHOM
TIOPBME...

¢lH HAKOHEI-TO U3aJl HeYJIeHOPa3NeIbHbIA CMEIIIOK,

— ...Xax.

— TuI cMeénbesa?

— Ia, ato cmetHo, Kponu. Hu ThI, HU S He U3MEHUJIUCE. THI IO-NIPEeXKHEMY TaK CUJIbHO 3aBUAYEIlb
TOMY, YTO S Mar?

[Tpu aTux cnoBax AxHa nuno Kporu mobarposerno.

YeM pexe YTO-TO BCTPEYAETCS, TEM OHO IeHHee. Tak ke OBIJI0 M ¢ MaraMu. Bo Bcell UMIepuu
Bapuasb oHM OBIJIM HACTOJIBKO PEeiKH, YTO MX MOTJIO He HabpaThCs U COTHU.

HOSTOMY IOSIBJIEHNE Mara M3 3HaTHOHN CeMbH OBIIO IIePBLEIM B UCTOPHUH UMIIEPUN BapI/ISJ'Ib.

— 9 nomnuto. Korpa s1 6171 peOeHKOM, eIré He 3HAIOIIMM, YTO TaKoe Marusi, Thl CKa3all MHe
cnenpyiomee: «Maru 1eHHb, HO O0JIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX MMPOUCXOAST U3 IIPOCTONMOANHOB. Ecu 0 Tebe
y3HAIOT, Te0s BRITOHAT U3 0COOHSKA. Tak YTO HE BhaBail CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTEM».

— ...4n1. Celriuac He BpeMsd OJIs TaKKAX Pa3rOBOPOB.

— Pa3Be 9T0 He cMenrHO? Pa3yMeeTcs ke, YTO pa3 IPOCTOMIOOUHOB 0OJIbIIIE, YeM OBOPSIH, TO U
OONBIIHHCTBO MAroB MPOUCXOOSAT U3 MPOCTOTIOTUHOB.



— 3aTKHUCH!

— A 4TO, CTBIOHO CTAJIO?

— 3aTKHUCH!

Yoap!

Y {lHa moTeMHeJI0 B ri1a3ax. ITO IIPpOM30IIJIO OT YOapa KyJldKa KpOHI/I, YIrOOUBIIIETO0 €EMY B JIMIIO.

fH, pacIpOCTEPTHI Ha 3eMJie, TI0YYBCTBOBAN TyIyl0 60Jb, KOTMla eMy HaCTYIIMIXA Ha 3aTHUIOK.

— I'maBHOE, 4TO 4 CTOIO 3[EeCh, a THI JIEXKUIIL Ha 3eMJie. BOT 4TO BaxXKHO.

KpoHu HaIlpaBuI OCTpHe Meda Ha ropjio fiHa, TOTOBLIM 6e3 pa3myMult mepepesaTh eMy ropino. B aTor
MOMEHT CHapPyKH MOCJIBIIIACS IIyM.

— l'ocniogue KpoHuU, BaM IPUIUIO IUCEMO OT reprora XupoHa.

— ... 9TO CPOYHO?

— ITa, TPUHOIIY CBOM U3BUHEHUS.

KpoHu pa3ppax€EHHO METKHYTT S3IKOM U yOpasl HOTY € 3aThIKa fHa. 3aTeM OH B3T/ISHYI Ha
JleXkallero HermoaBUKHO, CJIOBHO MEPTBBIN, 3aK/II0YEHHOTO U MMOKUHY IOI3EMHYIO TIOPbMY.

— TI'ocnoguu dAH...

CTpaHHBIN MeTal/IM4eCKUY 3BYK U 3HAKOMEIH T0oj10C. fIH ejBa CyMeJl OTKPHITh I'Jla3a. Y Hero He ObLIO
CHUJI IOBEPHYTH T'0JI0BYy. ENBa nepeBens B3I, OH yBuAenl Hayma, MUHUCTpaA Maruu, KOTOPHU CO
ce3aMu Ha rjla3axX CHUMaJl C Hero LielH.

— locnioguu fH, MoXanyucTa, IoXKanyicTa, IPUOUTE B Cebs.

— Haym, 4T0... 4TO 3A€Ch IIPOU30LLJIO. ..

— Ceniuac He BpeMsi. BEI JOMXKHEL BBI6paTBCH OTCIONa, BHI MOJIZKHEBI KUTh. ['ocnoguH fH, HO}KaJ'Iy'fICTa,
CO6epI/ICb C CHJIaMH...



Ho CHATH OKOBEHI 3 3aledaThIBaAOIero KaMHsI 0Ka3aloCh He TaK-TO IIPpOCTO.

JIyHHBIY CBET IIPOHUKAJI Yepe3 MaJIeHbKOe OKOLIKO U ocBellan pyku Hayma. KoHUMKY ero nasibles
OBLITY MU3PAHEHHI.

— ...XBaTHT.

— T'ocmomuu?

— ...4 x04y, 4TOOBI THI TPEKPATUII.

— YT0, YTO BB TAaKOE TOBOPUTE?

AH cnabo yneIOHYICS M CHOBA 3aKphUI I'/ta3a. OH OTUET/IMBO BCIIOMHMUJI, KaK BIIEPBhIE TIOMAJI B
MUHHCTEPCTBO Maruu.

— 4 00s13aH BaM, 6Har011ap${ BCEM BaM 4 CMOT' U3 IIPAKTHUKYIOIIET0 Mdra CTaTh BOJIIIIEOHUKOM U oaxe
B30UTH Ha I/IMHepaTOpCKI/IfI TPOH. HeCMOTpH Ha TO, 4TO 4 OBLIT TJIYII 1 OKa3aJICAd B TAKOM IIOJIOZKEHUH,
BHI, pe65{Ta, OOJI2KHBI BEIZKUTE U 3allTUTUTh UMIIEPHIO Bapnanb.

— Her, 310 HeB03M0KHO. be3 Bac MUHUCTEPCTBO Maruu HUYEro He CTOUT. [1o3TOMYy, ITOXKayNiCTa,
OgyMalTech U BO3bMUTE HEMHOTO MOel Maruu. Eciu BBl yMpETe, BCE OyIeT KOHYEHO...

«Ecmu g ympy, To Bcé OymeT KOHYEHO», — 9TO OBIIO TO, Uero fAH UCKpeHHe XKeaJl.

B nocnenuee BpeMs OBIJIO CIIMIITKOM TSI3KEJI0, CJIMIITKOM YTOMUTEIBHO, CJIMIIIKOM 0011bHO. 2KM3HB,
KOTOPYIO OH BEJI B KQUeCTBe HMIIEPATOpPa IIOCJIEAHKE TPHU I'Odd, PAa3PYyIInJid BCE, YTO Y HEero OBLIIO.

— locnoguH fH, crnymaiTe BHUMATEIBHO, YTO 5 BaM CKaxy, — HO Haym He cmaBancs. OCTOPOXKHO
B3sB fIHa 3a MogO0pPOMIOK, OH 3aCTaBUII €T'0 BCTPETUTD IIPSIMOM B3TJIsAM. — Bl Befib 3HAETE OTHENIHFHO
CToslee 3[aHNue, Haxofslleecs Mo HeIlOCPeACTBEHHBIM KOHTPOJieM MUHUCTEPCTBA Maruy,
pacIioIoKEeHHOE PSNOM C LIeHTPaJIbHBIM I'IaBHBIM 3aJI0M BTOPOTO UMIIEPaTOPCKOT0 ABOPIla, HE Tak
u? ITO TO MECTO, KOTOPOE BHI, TOCIIOMH, BCerfla KCKaJlX, KOT{la BaM XOTEJIOCh IOIIJIaKaTh IIPH
IIEPBOM BXOM€ B UMII€PATOPCKUY IBOPEII.

— 4 makan BCero OfvH pas.

— TeMm He MeHee 3TO IIpaBAa.

«[Touemy s mnakan?» — JdH HaxMypus 6POBY, CIIOBHO POSICh B TYMAHHBIX BOCIIOMUHAHUSIX.



HaYM, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO-TO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI X IIOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY BXOId B TIOPEMY. BEITIO 04eBUIHO, UTO
K HMM BO3BpPAIlla€TCA KpOHI/I, 3aKOHUYMBIIINK CBOM Aeja.

— ...OTKpoit Gapbep u OBICTPO CIPSTUBCS.

— A He MOTYy. l'ocniogun AH, Bam HY2KHO UAOTH TyHOa. Tam BBl CMOXKETE HaUTH IIYTh K OTCTYIIJIEHHUIO.

— Yt0 5T0 3HAUUT?

Ha Bonpoc fAna HayMm oTBeTU MUIIL MOJTYAHUEM.

fdH Bupen, uyro nuno HayMa TeMHeeT, HO He 1M3-3a TEMHOTHI ITO/I3eMHOM TIOPbMEI, @ 0T 6€CIIOKOMCTBa
1 TPEBOTH.

fH, omlymmas, YTo ero YyBCTBA 3aTyMaHUBAIOTCS, CHOBa cj1abo yxBaTuics 3a pykas Hayma.

— Haywm, s 3apan Bompoc.

— 4 cMemIan CBOIO KPOBb C Maruemu.

— ...Haywm!

— OHM CKa3aJid, YTO OTKPOIOT BO3MOXKHOCTD, €CJIA BHI IIOUAETE TyHa U OymeTe KOaTh OTBETA. XOTH 5
He 3Halo, II0YeMy UMEeHHO Tyfa. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO CBSI3aHO C MOMMHU OTPaHHYEeHHBIMU BO3MOKHOCTSIMHU.
B mo6om ciiydae, BaM ClI€OyeT MOTOPOIUTHCS.

Marust MpOTUBOPEYHUT MIPHUHIIUIIAM IIPUPOLL y2Ke OTHUM CBOMM CYIleCTBOBaHUEM. CTOUT XOTh
HEMHOT'0 HapyIIuTh 6anaHC CUJl, ¥ YeJI0BeK yHageT B 0e3aHYy.

[TammcTBO HA3BEIBAJIO €€ oM, a CPedHu MaroB OHa Ha3kIBaslach IIPOKIATEEM BeuHoCTH.

— THI UCKPUBUI IPOCTPAHCTBO-BpPEMS?

— V MmeHs He ObI710 BEIOOPA, TOCIIOAWH fH, TO3TOMY...

— Ilouemy, noyemy?!

Ckput.



— 4 tak u 3Han. Kakoil CMBICIT 3aUNIIaTh BCEX 9TUX MApIIUBIEB U3 MUHUCTEPCTBA Maruy, €CIU faxke
MUHUCTp — IpefaTesb?

9t0 Ob1T KpoHu.

[To3agu HEro CTOSN YENOBEK, KOTOPOT'0O Ha3HAYUJIN CIIeOYIOIMUM MUHUCTPOM.

Hay™m ctucHyn 3y0OH ¥ Hayasl IPOM3HOCUTH 3aKnuHaHKe. Ha KOHYKKax ero nanblieB o6pa3oBaach
BOJTHA PSIOM ¥ MCKAXKEHHBIM TOIOBOKPYKUTENbHBIA Y30, KOTOPHIM yKe He CUSITT TaK SIPKO, Kak
paHbIIIe.

— Haywm! IToxanyiicra! Tel He MOXKeIb!

— l'ocoguu fAH. Bcé B mopsinke. Becerma ecth BO3MOXKHOCTh. Beerma. bor He maéT Bompocos 6e3
OTBETOB.

By-y-y!

Maruyeckuit Kpyr Hayma Hadasn ropeTh KpacHeIM IjiaMeHeM. Ho, Kak HU CTpaHHO, IJIaMs He
HaIlpaBnAiochk K KpoHy, a norinoiano pyky Hayma.

— A-a-aprx!

— ...Hert! Haywm, nmogoxpu! OctanoBucs! — fH, nexaBIuy Ha [10J1y, IOGHAJ T'OJIOBY U 3aKpuyall.

Emy 6rinta 6e3pa3nuyiHa cOOCTBEHHAS XKK3Hb, HO OH He MOT' CMUPHUTBLCS C TEM, YTO U3-3a HETO TUOHYT
[IopoTre eMy JIIONU.

TonbKO cTaB UMIIEPATOPOM, OH ITOHSII 9T0. BeCc KOPOHKE — 3TO BEC NIPelaHHOCTH TeX, KTO CIIefyeT 3a
HUM. 1 He OH, a OHU HECITH 3TOT T'PYy3.

— Ax!

KpoHu 3aCIOHU TeBOM PYKOH BRIPHIBatoIieecs maaMs. Eciu Gkl CTOSBIINY 3a HUM Mar He BHICTABUIT
IITUT, €ro JIUI0 OBIO OBl 000KKEHO.

«A. TIpoKIATEEY.

TeM BpeMeHeM fH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero CO3HaHWE CHOBa MEPKHET U3-3a CUIBLHOTO Xapa. Bcé
BOKPYT CTaJI0 SPKUM, faxe 00JIb OTHaNIuIach. B 9TOT MOMEHT fH yCIbIIIan MeTaaTudyecKuil 3BOH B
yxe.



3BSIK.

Meu KpoHu KOCHYJICA 11eu fHa.

«BOT KaKoB KOHeI| TpéXJ’[eTHeTO IIPpaBJIEHUSA UMIIEPATOPA».

EMy Ka3anoch, YTO OH CHeflajl BCE BO3MOXKHOeE [IJisT UMIIepPUH, HO Te, KTO KepTBOBas co00oM, yMupaau
OJMH 3a IPYTUM, U €ro IIes ToXKe OKa3ajach I10f YOapoM.

— dH. YT00 TH He IEPEPOAUIICS B CIIeRYIOUIEN KU3HHU.

C xecToKrMHU clioBaMu KpoHU BCE ucyeso.

BOprT CTaJIO TaK THXO0, YTO Ka3aJIOCh, UMEHHO TaK BBEITTIAOUT CMEPTE. U BCKOpe An YBHULEII...

«Bumnka ¢ HOXKOM?»

Bornee Toro, oM OBIITK 3a3KaThl B €70 PyKax OCTPUSMHU BBEDPX.

{8 MeqIeHHO ITOHSATI TOJIOBY.

XOTs ero Tejo Ka3asioch BECSIIUM IIe/IyI0 TOHHY, eMy BCE paBHO ORIIO JieTde 10 CPABHEHHUIO C TEM,
KaK OHO OIIYIIAJI0Ch IOCIe MyUYeHHH, KOTOPEIE OH MTepeHeC 3a MOCIeIHNe HECKOIBKO THEH.

Kasanocs, OH MOXKeT B3JIeTETh.

— 4H.

HaHPOTI/IB HEero He3HakKoOMad XKEeHIIIMHa CMOTpPeJIa Ha HeTr'0 CBEPXY BHHU3.

[Tepeq ero rina3amu OBITT OOIIMPHEBIN Cafl, yX0xkKeHHas KiayMm0a u pockolnHas efga. Korpma ol cobparncs
C MBICJISIMH, €MY TI0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE CUSIINE BOKPYT HETO CMOTPST Ha HETO.

—A?

«9TO He IOX0XKe Ha af. HeyxTo g B paro?»

Ho o6cTasoBKa He CUILHO OT/IMYalach OT TOH, IIe OH Xul. Pa3se 4T0o MeCcTo OLUIO HOBOJILHO
HEBBIPA3UTEILHLIM 10 CPABHEHHIO C UMIIEPATOPCKUM IBOPIOM...



— IMouemy oH Tak cebs BemeT? SIH, IOMPUBETCTBYH T'OCTS.

— JomXHo OBITh, CKA3bIBAETCSA HeJOCTATOK BOCIUTAHUA.

— Yes, cnenu 3a CBOUMH CJIOBaMHU.

— 4H, Bo3bMU cebsl B PYKH.

[Tyxsiblii MaJb4YuK, CUAEBIINHI PAOOM C KEHIIMHOM, BLIKPUKUBAJI IPyOLle ClI0Ba, HO fAH He oOpalan Ha
3TO BHUMaHUS. [IpyunHON TOMY OB allETUTHBIM apoMaT elbl, KOTOPHIM Bo30yKaan ero yyBcTea. OH
He MOT BCIIOMHUTb, KOTZIa B IIOCTIEAHUM pa3 eJ1, Oyny4n 3alepTHIM B IIOA3EMHON TEMHHULIE.

«...He 3Hat0 4TO 3TO, HO OHO CBOOUT MEHS C yMa».

910 OBlNIa MHCTUHKTUBHAS PeaKIs, KOTopas BHIpPBaach HapyxKy 6e3 ero oco3HaHus. V3SIIHBIM
JKeCTOM fH IpaBUIbHO B3SIJT B PYKU MPUOOPEL ¥ MIPUHSJT IPABUIBHYIO I103Y. 3aTEM OH IIPUHSIICS
pe3aTh U €CTh CTEHK C OONBILINM U3SIIECTBOM U CKOPOCTHIO, YEM KTO-THOO APYTOH.

— VM-M-M...

9T0 OBIIO JOCTOMHOE U MTPABUIILHOE [IBUKEHUE, HEMBICIIUMOE [IJIST TOT0, KTO TOJIBKO YTO CXKHUMaJl
BUJIKY B KyJake. [laxke ero BO3TJIac BOCXHUIIEHUS, CJIOBHO IT0XBasia, OBl KOPOTKUM, HU3KUM U He
BYJIbT'aPHBIM.

Cupmesive HaIpoTHUB Hero rpad, rpaduHs, KoTopas Obl/la ero Mauexol, ¥ ero CBOIHEIN OpaT
CMOTpENH Ha HETO HEeBEPSIIUMHU Tlla3aMu.
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