'OHa ompefeNieHHO pacCTpoeHa', — mogyMain MaKCeH, OTJIIIEIBAsCh Yepes IJIedo, B TO BpeMs Kak
KozeTTa mij1a BCETo B LIaTe M03afu HETO.

Korma KoseTTa BHIIIIIA 3a IMKOJIbHEIE BOPOTa, MaKCeH Cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHA YEM-TO
pacctpoeHa. CHavaa OH IMOAyMaJl, 4YTO 9TO U3-3a TOT'0, YTO OHA HE XOTeJla yOUPAThCs, UK, MOXKET
OBITH, OHA PACCTPOMIACH M3-3a TOTO0, UTO IIJIa IoMoit ogHa. Ho Temepsb 0H OB yBEPEH, YTO 3TO OBIIO
13-3a Yero-To Jpyroro.

OH 3aMemInICcd, I0Ka OHU He mouuiy 00K 0 OOK.

— A? — mpoMypIBIKaIa OHa, U30THYB OpOBb, TSI Ha HETO CHU3Y BBEPX. MaKCeH BCe ellle CMOTpen
BIIE€pEN, HO OHAa 3HaJla, YTO OH, BEPOSITHO, ORI 3aMHTPUTOBAH TEM, IIOYEMY OHA TaK MOJTYasa.

Herny6oxuit B3gox copBasics ¢ ee ry0, Korga OHa IIOCMOTpeJla BHU3.

— THI crIBIILIAT CIIYXU O HAc? — CIIPOCUJIA OHA Yepe3 MUHYTY, 3aCTaBUB MaKCeHa BHITHYTh OPOBb U
IIOCMOTpPETH Ha Hee. — OHU CKa3asd, 4YTO MBI BCTpeYaeMcs.

MakceH TaitHO B300xHYJ1. OH He 3HAJ HU 0 KaKUX CITyXaX, TakK Kak eMy Obls10 aOCOTIOTHO BCE PABHO,
YTO OPYyTHE JIIOOU TOBOPST O APYTUX UK O HEM.

— 4 xe cka3zan Tebe mepecTaTh IpeciefoBaTh MeHs. Takue ciyxu 00513aTebHO OyayT, — CKa3asl OH
TEeM Xe OTCTpaHeHHBIM TOHOM. Ho Ko3eTrTa Gpocuia Ha Hero OBICTPRIN B3TTIS.

— MakceH, T MOXKeIIlb OBITH CO MHOM OTKpOBeHeH? ThI OyMa€ellb, 3TO XOPOIIO, 9YTO ThI MOZXKEIIb
OTTONNKHYTH ME€H{, HE TaK m?

'HeT', — 9T0 OBINIa €r0 YKUCTas IIpaBha, HO B UTOTE OH CXKaJl POT B Y3KYIO MOJI0CKY. OH TOBOPHIT e
3TO, TOTOMY YTO OOIIEHHE C HUM He IPUHECEeT e MoNb3kh. Takue Belly MOIKHE ObLTA MPOU30UTH.

Ha ee nuiie cHOBa MOSBUJIACH TTy00Kas yXMBITIKA. — [lyMaellb, 9T0 MeHSI PaCCTPOUIIO? —
npoOopMoTasa OHa, ToKa MaKceH HaxMypuB OpOBY, CHOBa B3TJIAHYT Ha Hee. OHa yXe OIyCTHUIa
r7a3a ¥ IoKaja sI3bIKOM, ITHHAs 110 Iopore KaMellek.

— ITaxXe ecyii OHM PACITyCKAIOT CIYXU O TOM, UTO MBI BCTpe4YaeMcCs, 3TO He uMeeT 3HaueHus. Ho
IIOlyMaThb, YTO OHU J00ABST UYTO-TO, YTO MaKCeH IaHTaXXKUPyeT MeHS Ui MHE HYXKHO OBITh
OCTOPOKHBLIM C TOOOM... 3TO MEHS 3JTUT 10 TAKO! CTEIIEHH, YTO ST Pa3PHIBAOCH.

Ero maru 3amemnunuch, HaOmiomasi, Kak OHa KUITUT OT THEBA, MTOKa CJIe3hl BRIPHIBAIMCE U3 ee Tiias.
'YT0 OHa TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aja?'

— 4 umero B BUAY, KaK OHU MOTYT CAeJiaTh TAKOX HEJIENBIA BBIBOL O TOM, YTO KOTO-TO IIaHTAXKUPYIOT?
4 mocTaTo4YHO Hay4yuiach caMoo00poHe, YTOOH 3amuTUTh ce0s! — Ko3eTTa mpooikasa BepaXkaTh
CBO€ HEOBOJILCTBO 3TUM MHUPOM U TEM, YTO OHU OBITM aBTOMATU3HUPOBAHEL.

'TloueMy?' — CIIPOCHII OH, TTISiAA Ha ee Tpoduib cO0Ky. 'TIoueMy Thl 3MUIILCS U3-3a YEro-To
HACTOJIBKO... TPUBUAJIBHOr0?"

Ero pa3ym OBl 3aTyMaHeH MHOXKECTBOM «1104eMy?» OH He MOT IIOHSITh, I0YeMy OHa 3JIUTCS U3-3a
yero-To nopo6Horo. KoneuHo, mofu MOrau Obl TaK IOTyMaTh, IOTOMY YTO OH OBIJL... IIJIOXUM ITapHEM,
MOpaIbHEIM ypomoM. He To 4TOOR TaKOT0 pofia MHEHUE BCe ellle [IeliCTBOBAJIO Ha HETO; OH yXKe
IIPUBHIK K 3TOMY.



Tak, mouemy?

[ToueMy OHa TaK Pa303NUIaCh, CJIOBHO B JTF000H MOMEHT MOTJIA PacIiakKaThcs? Hu4ero mmoxoro o
Hel He TOBOPUIU. Bo BCSIKOM Ciydae, TIOOu MPOCTO OECIIOKOMIUCEH O HEel, TOCKONbKY OHa 001I1anach ¢
XyJIUTaHOM, Y KOTOPOro He ObIsI0 GyoyIero, Kak y Hee.

Tak, mouemy?

[Touemy, Kozetra?

[Touemy?..
— JTO0 TakK HeCIpaBemIuBo... — mocyie 00n1ToBHM K03eTTa HaKOHEII [oMIja [0 Ipefesa, Toe OHa
3aJ0XHyach. — ...9TOT Mup. [loyeMy 5 xopoiuasi, a MakceH HeT? Ha caMmoMm [fienie 3T0 51 OeCIIOKOUTIa

Tebs, a JIIOOU IIPOCTO ITO3BOJIMIIN MHE yfITPI, IIPOCTO IIOTOMY... 1 HEHABUXKY 3TOT MHUD.

KoserTa npuxycuna HAXKHIOW I'yO0y Tak CUJIbHO, KaK TOJIBKO MOTJIa, YTOOBI CAEpKaTh Cle3bl, KOTOPEIe
TakK U IIBITAINCh BHIPBAThCA U3 €€ T'Jia3, HO C TPeCKOM IpoBanuinck. OHa He MOTJIa OCTaHOBUTE CBOIO
Ce3y, I09TOMY OTBEPHYJIach, YTOOBI CKPHITH €€ OT HETO.

YreHnue pacCCKa3a MakceHa yYXKe pa361/mo en cepnone. Ho YBHIOETH 3TO IIO-HACTOAIIEMY — 3TO COBCEM
apyrad uCTopus. 9T0 OBIIO TAaK Ke, KaK B HepBbeI Pa3, Koraa OHU BCTPETUIIUCE.

B pomaHe OblII0 HamucaHo, 4TO MakceH «OymeT MOCTOSTHHO APaThCs, MOKa pacteT». OgHO 3TO
IIpeI0KeHre He 0TPazKalo JOJIKHOM IIPeCTaBJIeH!sI O TOM, HAaCKOJIbKO U36UTHIM OB MaKCeH B TO
Bpemsi. OHa efBa y3Haa OBl ero, ecyiy Obl He €T0 YOOCTOBEPEHNE JIMYHOCTH.

Kak HeCIIPaBeOJInBO, YTO KHN3HLb II€PCOHAXKa OIIMCaHa BCETO B OOHOM IIPENIOXKEHUHN.

OT 3TOr0 OHA elre 60JIbIe PACCTPOUIACh. DTOT MUP OB CO3[aH, YTOOHE YCTPOUTH MaKCeHy af,
4yTOOBI OH CTaJT 3JTOOHBIM 3JI0leeM, KOTOPOTO KOEeT YKACHBIN KOHeIl,

Korma KoseTTa morpsiajia B CBOMX TOPECTSIX ¥ MOJTYa BEITEPIIA CNI€3Bl PYKOM, B3I MakceHa
cmsaryuncs. EMy He ceoBano ynel0aThCs B 9TOM CUTYalUy, HO OH HUYEro He MOT ¢ COO0¥ IofemnaTh.

‘¢l To3Ke MHOTO-MHOTO Pa3 CIIpaAIlKBal, I0YeMy 3TOT MUP TAKO¥M HECIIPaBeIIUBLIN..." — OTBETUII OH
PO ce0st, BEIMTYCTHB C/Tabblit B3MOX. '...H 51 TaKXKe HeHAaBUXKY 9TOT MUP M3-3a TOT'0, HACKOJILKO OH
HecnpaBennuB. Ho... s Tebs1, KTo 671arocioBiieH TEM, YTO Y HETO eCTh BCe, ¥ BCe XKe HauMHaeT
HEeHABUOETh 9TO U3-3a KOI'0-TO BPOIe MeHS...'

MaxceH NONHAN PYKY U IIOJIOKUT ee el Ha royoBy. Korma oHa yIUBIIEHHO B3TJIAHYJa HA HETO, OH
CMOTpEJI BIlepe], HO IepkKaJjl PYKy Ha ee MaKyIIKe.

'Cnacu6o, 4To IyIavelh BMECTO MEHS', — CKa3aJl OH BHYTPeHHe, TPOHYTHIM 3TUM KEeCTOM, KOTOPOTO C
HUM ellle HUKOTTla He fenainu. 'Tebe 0osbIlle He HY2KHO 00peMeHsTh cebsi, TOTOMY 4TO S yKe K 3TOMY
IIPUBLIK .

KoseTTa nKHyNa, BHICMOPKABIIKACH HOCOBEIM IITAaTKOM. PyKa Ha ee MakyIike Ovia rpy0oil 1 HEMHOTO
TSKEJI0M, HO KAaKUM-TO 06pa3oM ycIoKauBasa ee. MakceH OBUT He U3 TeX, KTO 3HAET, KaK yTeIlUTh
[PYTHX, HO TIOTJIAUTE €€ I10 TOJI0OBe OBIIO y2Ke 00JIbIlle, YeM OHa MOTJIa TPOCHUTb.

— OHn pa3aopaxkaroT, ma? — OHa 3aroBOpuiia, KakK TOJIBKO IIepecTajla JIUTh CII€3hl. — A Bce ete
PaCCTPOEHa, U elle OoJbIlle MEHS PaCCTpauBaeT TO, YTO 4 HUYET0 He MOT'y C 3THUM IIOAEJIaTk.



— Tebe He HYKHO HUYETO C 3TUM [ieflaTh, — MaKceH yOpas PyKy ¥ 3alPOKHHYJ TOJIOBY, TTISAS Ha
Hee. — [IycTb TOBOPSIT. OTO OHU 3PS TPATST BPEMS, UJIM Thl MOXKEIIb ITPOCTO IIEPECTATh TPUCTABAThH
KO MHe, 4To OyfeT jydlie Ay Hac 000uX.

KoseTTa HaxMypuiach, fymMas, UTO OH HUCIIOJIb3YeT 3TOT IIaHC, YTOO yOenuTs ee Goblile He
IpucTaBaTh K HeMy. — 4 paccTpoeHa, Makc. Ho 3TO He 3HAUUT, 4TO 1 U3MEHMJIa CBOe MHEHUE O
Tebe.

— XeX... OTCTOH.

OHa mmocMOTpesia Ha Hero IIMPOKO OTKPHITEIMU I'1a3amMu. OHa BIEpBHIE YCIIbIIIANa, KaK OH CMEeeTCs U
ynbibaeTcs. X0Th ¥ HEHAMOJIT0, HO KCKpeHHe. Ero 6poBb U30THYIACh, KOTTa OH B3TJISHYN Ha ee
OlLIIEeJTOMJIEHHOE BhIpaXkeHue, Kak OyATO OHa yBUesa IPHUBUEHHE.

— YT0? — CIIPOCHUII OH, ¥ IIPOCTPAHCTBO MEXKY ero OPOBSIMHU HaXMYpPHJIOCh, KOTIa OHA yKa3asia Ha
HETo.

— Tt yneIOHYICS.

—A?

Yronok ee ry6 pacTsSHyJCs, KOTHa OHa IOANPHITHY A Ha mar 61uxe K HeMy. — Crenait 3To CHOBa.
— Cphenathb CHOBa 4TO?

— VeiOKy!

— Tck, — OH LOKHYT S3BIKOM U [TOKAa4all rooBoy, Ho Ko3eTTa HaCTOMYUBO €ro gpa3Huna. —
OcTaHOBUCE... He Oymy!..

— TonbKO OOuH, XOPOIIEeHbKUM, ToXKanyucra?!
— IIpekpatu. Tck!

Ko3eTTa XUXUKHYJIa, TOTSHYB €0 3a PyKaB, a OH BRITSHYII 1110 X OTBEJI B3I, XOTS CO CTOPOHHEI OH
BBITJISIMIENT pa3pakeHHBIM, a el ObII0 Bce paBHO. B riyOuHe gyimu ero ceppile yibi0anocs.

— O, mogxonsAmui Mara3uH! — Mpou3Hecsa OHa, KOT{la OHU ITPOXOOUIN MUMO KPYTJIOCYTOYHOTO
MaraswHa, MEMO KOTOPOTO ITPOXOMIMIIM BCIKUM pa3, KOTga BO3Bpallaauck foMon. Ko3eTra cxBaTuia
€ro 3a pyKaB ¥ HEBUHHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETO.

— 4 pacctpoeHa, Makc. [laBali KymuM MOPOXKEHOTO U ChbeJUM €T0 I10 IIyTH AOMOU. MOpOXKeHOe CTOUT
Ha BTOPOM MECTE B CIIMCKe TOT0, YTO fejlaeT MeHs cyacT/iuBoi. OHa yXMBIIAJIACE, II0OKa ee I'Ja3a He
COILLYPUJIACH B L[€JIOYKU. — YBU[ETH, UTO Y TeOS BCe XOPOIIO, 9TO HOMEDP OAWH, Ha CJIy4dal, eClu Thl
He 3Haelllb.

OHa He CTaja XIaTh, IOKAa OH UCIIOPTUT i HaCTPOEHHUe, ¥ MOTAI|/Ia eT0 B Mara3uH, YTOOH KYIIUTh
MODPOXKEHOTO.

B ToT meHb MaKCeH BIIepBbIe YTOCTHII €€ MOPOXKEHBIM, KOTOPEIM OHK 00a HacCIaXKmaauch Ha
obpaTHOM IyTH. B TOT meHs... Ko3eTTe He HYXKHO OBIJIO UATH 3a HUM, a MaKCeHy He HyKHO ObIJIO
OTJIIABIBATHCS Ha3al, YTOOH TPOBEPUTD, TAM JIM OHA.

B TOT meHb ¥ B MOCTEOyoUMe JHU OHYM Bcerga nutk 60K o 60K, BpeMs OT BpeMeHH moefasi GPyKToBOe



MODPO2KEHOe.
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