- BATKHHUCB, U[TAOT!" I'ma3a Yconma u 30p0 BLIIE3TH U3 OPOUT, a 3yObl 3a0CTPUIIKCh, KOTa OHU
o0a ITHYJU ero B TOJIOBY.

-BY-Y-Y-y!" Kut B3peBes, OTKpPLIB OTPOMHYIO IaCTh U BTSIHYB B Ce0s THICSYHU rajiIOHOB BoAkl. Kopabib
KayHYJI0, KOT/la UX CHOBA ITOAXBATUIIO TeUeHNEM, Ha 3TOT pa3 IPsIMO B OPIOX0 KUTa.

- HE-E-eT!" ConomenHsble 1lInanel 3aBUIM B ITaHUKE, KOrAa Ux 3acocano: "Jlypdu!" - 3akpuyana
Hawmu, yBunes, Kak Jlyhdu ynan c mogku. OH yXUTPHUIICS YXBaTUThCS 3a 3y0 U Hadasl KapaOKaThCs Ha
KNTa KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla ero MacTh COMKHYJIACh.

- 4 cmacy Bac, pe06sita!" 9To OBIIO TTOCTIEHEE, YTO OHHU YCIIbIIIanu oT Hero. JIybdu B3nmeTen Ha OopT
KUTa ¥ HayaJl KOJIOTUTH er0, KOr'ja ero MacCHUBHas rojioBa Hadajsa onyckaTtscsi. BEPHU MHE
MOETO JIPYTA! HET! HE HBEIPSIH, TJIVIIBIM!" O B3peBen, Tomast Tak CHIIBHO, YTO CYIIECTBO
MIOIBITAJI0Ch CTPAXHYTh €ro. OH JeNCTBUTEJIBHO MOYYBCTBOBA yaap. - A?" Ero rososa CKJIOHUIACh
Ha0OK, KOTa OH yBUfeL...loK? UT0, 4epT BO3bMHU, [leJlaeT JIIOK Ha KUTe?

A IOTOM KUT 3aKOHYUJI CBOE IIOTPyKEHHeE.
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- Y uto mymaete?" - HepemuTenpHO cripocusna Hamu.

-4ro g gymaro? 4 mymaro, 4to npupexy Jlyhdu, Korga Mel ero yBUAUM, - CKa3all 30p0 yrpoxarolie
POBHEIM TOHOM."

Ycommn OBITT CIMIIIKOM 3aHST, 3aUKasICh IIpo ce0s1, 9TOOBI OTBETUTH, IIO3TOMY CaHpxu CKa3al: <<Hy, g
IIO4YTH YBEPEH, UTO HAC IIPOCTO IIPOTJIOTUII 3TOT KUT» 3aTeM OHU OTJISIIeNn OCTPOB, K KOTOPOMY
H66pe}KHO HpI/I6J'II/I}KaJ'II/ICL, C HEBO3MYTHMEIM BEIPDAKEHHUEM Ha JINITaX.

- 9TO 4TO, COH?" - CIIPOCUJI Y COIIII.

-Ila, HaBepHOe, COH, - moATBePAMI 30p0. Ha ocTpoBe GBI IOM ¥ pacKIamHOe KPeco.
- Torga...4To 3meCh AenaeT OCTPOB?" - HEOOYMEHHO clipocuna Hamu.

-OCTpoB Ipes, - OTBETUI 30PO.

Yconm B3moxHYyn ¢ o6eryenueM: "Jla, Kakou yymecHu OCTpoB rpes.”

-O6maka cHOB?" - cripocust CaHIXKH, TTIsIAS B HE0O.



- Obmaka CHOB." - mopTBepaun Yconi. Mope nmepen HUMM B30PBaJIOCh, TOKa3aB TMTAHTCKOTO
KanbMapa: "Kanbmap rpes?”

BYM.

-KAJIBMAP I'PE3?!" OHu Bce 3akpryanu. HaMu u 30p0o BEIXBATUIIA OPYKHUeE, a YCOIII B CTpaxe
oTnpsAHyJ. Ho mpexpne 4yeM OHU YCIIEJIU YTO-TO [IPEeAIPUHATh, TPU rapliyHa BOH3UJIUCH B KajbMapa U
MT'HOBEHHO YOUIIH €ro.

- A rpe Jlypdu?" Yconn npoctonan: "f xouy momoi!"
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- Yro 970 3a ueproBmuHa?" I'omoBa JIyddu Obiyta HAKIOHEHA TaK JajieKo, YTO ero yxXo Mo4YTH
Kacasoch maeda. OH 06epHYyJICs, a 3aTeM CHoBa: "[loyeMy BHYTPH KHUTa eCTh Kopumop?!" OH mobexarn
BIIepe[], B TEMHOTY.
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[TocTemeHHO U3 JOMa CTaJIk JOHOCUTHCS 3BYKH JIETKOT'0 BOPUYAHUS U NepraHusi BepeBKu. 3aTeM Ha
CBET BHIIIEJ OUYeHb KOPEHACTHIN U KPENKXii Ha BUM cTapdK. CaMas MaKylIlIKa ero TOJI0BH Oblsia
OnecTsmieit, a 6eble BOJIOCH CIYCKaIMCh 10 IIJledaM. Y Hero Takxke OBIJIO [Ba Iy4YKa, pacTyIIuX Ha
mo00POaIKe B IPOTUBOIIOIOXKHEIX HAITPABIIEHUSX, C OUeHb TOJICTOM HUXKHEU I'y0o0l/4elioCThio 110
CpPaBHEHMUIO C BepXHel cTopoHoi nuia. OH OBUT OfIeT B KpacHY0 py0allky ¢ (GpUOJIETOBEIM U KEJITHIM
PUCYHKOM, IIIOPTHI, OYKK U BOAOPOCIIEBYI0 pybaIKky 0e3 Ieu ¢ KaKUMHU-TO YKPaIIeHUsIMU Ha PyKax.
Ecnu OBl He IIBETOK, PACTYIIUM U3 €T0 TOJIOBH - JKEJITHIN, TePeXOsIIui B IypIypPHEIN Bo3Jie cTe0s,
KOTOPBIM ORI €70 TOJIOBOM, - OH MOT OBI BHITJISIIETh KaK OOBIYHBIN CTapHK.

- LIBeTok?" Bce 03agauyeHHO CKJIOHUIM I'0JI0BE. OTPOMHEIN KalbMap, yOUTHIN CTapUKOM, BCE elle
7exajl Mexay OCTPOBOM M KopabieM. CaHXKM BCIOTEN, KOTMla UX I'Ta3a BCTPETUIUCH. B3rmsyg
CTapuKa, Ka3ajaoch, OypaBui ero HaCKBO3b, B caMyio gayury. CTapuk 3alliaraji BIPaBo, He OTPHIBAs
rna3 oT ComoMeHHbIX myian. C KaXkoil CeKyHIOM OIIylleHue cTpaxa, Mpoberaloliero o CuuHe
CaHpmXu, YCUTUBAJIOCh. A ITIOTOM CTapHUK CeNl ¥ PE3KO Pa3BEPHYI ra3eTy, MOJTHOCThIO Pa3pyIIuB
npamaTtudeckoe Hamnpsxenue: "CKAXKU UTO-HUBY b, I[TIPUIYPOK!" - B3peBen Cangxu.

CrapuK CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY B UX CTOPOHY. YCOIII 3a0pasl Ha Hero: "Xo4elllb ApaThCs, CTaphlil yOmogok?!
Y Hac ects nymku!"

['ma3a cTaprKa SIpOCTHO pacIaxHYIUCh, 3aCTaBUB YCOIa CbeXUThCS. [1ociie HECKOIBKUX CEeKYHT
ITPOHU3BIBAIOIIETO VI B3TJIsa ero rpyOsId TOI0C CIIOKOWHO 3a3BeHeN B Bo3ayxe: «Jlydie He HaJo,
WHaye KTO-HUOYOb YMPET».

Yconn nocuHen, a OCTaabHbEe IPUTOTOBUNIUCE: "O, ¥ KTO ObI 9TO MOT OBITH?" - 6ECIIeYHO CITPOCUIT



Caumxu.

- f." - cka3an cTapuk.

- Cnyma# Thi!" CaHOXKU CHOBa B3peBesl. OH BBITJISIOEN TOTOBLIM BHICKOYUTH U 3aQyIIUTh CTapuKa:
"9TOT My[JaK M37eBaeTCs HaJ HaMu."

-JH, YCIIOKOMCH,, - YCMeXHYJICS 30P0,- O1, cTapuk! TE XOTh NpeAcTaBisels, rae Mbl? KTo Ter?"

Ero rmasa cHoBa APOCTHO PACIIaXHYJIHCh, IIPOH3ad UX OAYIIN. HpOH.U'IO HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[.

- Pa3Be He BeXJIMBO CHavasa IpeacTaBUTLCI?"

3opo moprayn: "0O...ToyHo. Mos BuHa. 4..."

- MeHs 30ByT Kpokyc." -fI cMoTpuTesns Masgka biu3HenoBeIX MEICOB. MHe 71 ron. Mou 3Hak-
bnusnener."

- MoxkHO0 51 ero nopexy?" 30po SpoCTHO Aepxkasl Bamo B gpoxkaien pyke, moka Kpokyc rosopus, 4to
ero rpynna Kposu AB, u BgaBascs BO Bce 0onee HeyMeCTHYI0 HH(DOPMAIHIO.

- I'me BeI? Kak BBl cMeeTe 00JITaTh, BPHIBASICh B MOM YaCTHHIM KypopT? Pa3Be 3TO [TOX0XKe Ha TO, YTO
MBI HAXOOUMCST B Opioxe KPBICH?"

Yconn cvexuiics: "Tak HaC OeUCTBUTENIBHO Chenu?" - Ho 3TO He 0X0xKe Ha BHYTPEHHOCTU KUTOBOIO
Oproxa."

- 4 He xo4y, 4TOOHI MeHSI TepeBapuBanu!" - BOCKIMKHyna Hamu.

U croBa rnasa Kpokyca apocTHO pacnaxHyiauchk. Ha 910T pa3 Bce ConmoMeHnHbIe IIIANEl 3aKpUYanu:
"TIPEKPATH!”

- BbI 4TO, HUKOTIa He CIBIIIany o myTKax?" KpoKyc pa3oyapoBaHHO IIPOBOpYAr:

- 9TO BbIJIA IIYTKA?!"

Kpokyc KuBHYJ B CTOPOHY, - TaM e€CTh BEIXO[I, €CJIM TOJIBKO BH HE IPENIOYNTAEeTEe BHIUTH C YEPHOTO
xofa." Y mencTBUTENBHO, CO CTOPOHE He0a BUAHEIaCh TUTAHTCKAs MeTalJInyeckasi IBEPb.

[TupaTel HaKOHEL IOCMOTPENIN Ha Hero B HefoyMeHuu: "Kakoro xpeHa?" - He ymepzkacs 30po.



- ITouemy B HeOe ecTb 1Beph?!" - cepauTo npopsryana Hamu. OHa gefCTBUTEIBHO YyBCTBOBAIA CEOS
TIOCMEIIHUIIEM MPSIMO cedac ¥ Oblyla MOYTH TOTOBA HAYaTh IIBEIPSATh TOPHAMO BOKPYT.

- OHa HapucoBaH!" - axHyN Yconm, u Bce mpucMoTpenuch. Kaxmas getans HeOa Oblia IMOTHOCTHIO
3aMOpOK€eHa, BIIJIOTh 40 Yaek. - Bce 910 HapucoBaHo! Ha BHyTpeHHe! CTOPOHE XeJyfKa KuTa!
Kakoro gyepta?!"

- HazoBuTe 310 X0601." - BSijo cka3an Kpokyc.

- Kakoro gyepTa THI BoOOIIE 30eCh enaenib?!" - 3aopana Ha Hero Hamu.

-IlaBaiiTe mpocTo ybepeMcs oTciofa." - mpoOopMoTasa OHa CKBO3b Iasblbl. A TIOTOM BCE BOKPYT
3arpscioch u 3abypmuno: "dro!"

Kpokyc B3moxuyi: "Yxke Bepuyncs, JIabyu?"

- Cmotpu!" - OcTpoB-3TO KOpabib, ¥ OH CHelaH u3 MeTasma! OTo JOMXKHO 03Ha4aTh, YTO IPeBEeCUHA B
KOHIIe KOHI[OB PACTBOPUTCS B 3TOM KeTyIO4YHOU Kucnore!"

- Yo TH MMeelb B BUAY, cTapuHa? KTo Tako# Jlabyu? UYrto nmpoucxomut?!" - KpuKHyN eMy CaHIXKH.

Kpoxkyc CIoKOMHO CMOTpEN Ha HUX, HECMOTPS Ha BCIIeHWBaHKWE KUCIIOTHHIX BOMH: "JIabyH-UMS 9TOTO
kuTa." OH B3MOXHYN ¥ TOCMOTpen BHU3: "OH Bpe3aeTcs ronoBol B Pex JlaiiH, yxke 6olee 4eThHIpex
necatunetun!" VX rina3a MWKUPOKO paCKPBUIKCH OT IIOKa.

- Bor umenno!" - axuyna Hamu, - Ero rososa Obijia 1mojHa IIPpaMoB, ¥ €r0 KPUK 3Bydas mevdanbHo!"

- OH 4TO, IBITAEeTCsA YOUTDH 3TOr0 KUTA U3HYTpu?!" Yconm cepauTo 3apbiyat.

-M&bI He HeceM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a KuTa!" 30po cKa3an: "MbI IPOCTO HOMKHE B3ATh JIypdu u yiutu!"

- YTO TONBKO YTO CHEeal 9TOT UOUOTCKUY cTapuk?!" Hamu B3BU3TrHYNA B 110Ke: "OH npeirayn! Ero
ceryac nepepapsr!”
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