Onu3 Mopruysa riasaMu, chOKyCUpPOBaB B3TJIAL Ha IOJIy. MEICIH MEeTaluch, 1 OHA YyBCTBOBasa cels
Ne30PUEeHTUPOBaHHOM.

Ilo ee cryxa moHecCs My2KCKOU I'0JIOC, HO DJIU3 Cyllajia ero JUIlb HaloJIOBUHY. [IpyuunH Takou
OTCTpPaHEHHOCTH OBIJIO fiBe. Bo-mepBhIX, OHa yKe 3Hajla ero periuku. Bo-BTOPHIX, el HyKHO OBIIO
CMUPUTLCS C pa3BOpaunBalollelics eper Hel HEIIOHATHOU CUTyaluel.

9nu3 [0 cUX IOp He MOrJjia MOHATh, YTO Mpou3o1no. ['onoc coobimun e, 4To oHa OyHeT Uurpath poib
9nu3abeT - 0OTBPATUTENLHOTO IIepCOHaXa C elre 60ee OTBPATUTEILHOM CyAb00M - U UTO ee BTSHYT B
TIEPBYIO XK€ CILIEHY, TOe OHa CTOJIKHETCS C 0TKa30M...?

Ho uTo oHa momxHa Obita genath? UrpaTth ponb? A ecniu O3 He CIPABUTCS, TO €H IeHCTBUTEIHLHO
rpo3uT cMepTh? [lo-HacTosameMy?

OHa 1moyyBCTBOBaJa MOJ PyKaMu TEKCTYPY, MATKYIO TKaHb Ha cBoeM Tejie. Cepalle KOIOTUIOCEH B
TPYAHU, B TOJIOBE CJieTKa IyJIbCHPOBaio. TeM BpeMeHeM 3TOT HECHOCHHIH ['pelt IpooiKan TOBOPUTE,
YCHIIHBAs €e TOJIOBHYIO GOJIb.

«3aTKHUCH YK€, YepT BO3bMU!» — IPOCTHO IIopyMasia JJIu3.

[Togronsiemasi 3TOM MBICIIBIO, OHA BCTajla ¥ OCMOTpeJIach 10 CTOpoHaM. HecMoTpst Ha roloBHYIO 60Jb,
OHa IIpUIIypHa I'1a3a u o0HapyXKumia, YTO 3peHue pacmiasiBaeTcs. Eil He moTpe0oBanoch MHOTO
BpEMeHU, YTOOHl OIPeeNiTh KHCTOYHUK Irojioca - II0Ka3HyIo IIapy Ha CLeHe.

— Hy u 4T0? — oTBeTUsa IU3, ee TOH OBUI ITOJIOH HETEPIIEHUS.

9nu3 HyKHO OBLIO BCe 00iyMaTh, ¥ OHA He X0Tejla PUCKOBATh CMEPTHIO WJIM TEM, YeM yIpPozKal
T'0JI0C. D3 XOTEJIA BHIPBAThCS U3 3TOW CUTYallMK U HaWTH CIIOKOMHOE MECTO, YTOOH IPUHMTH B cebs.
Ho moka oHa pelluiia geicTBOBaTE.

— Yro TH cKa3ana? Tebe He CTEHIAHO? — cJioBa ['pesi CHOBa MMPO3By4YaJii, Pa3jIeTEBIINCEH 110 3a1y, KakK
BUHTOBOYHBIE BHICTPEJIHI.

«XM» — Onu3 MOJHSJA PYKY U IpUKaa Maiblbl K BUCKY. OHa pa3apakeHHO B3[IOXHYIIA.

— CreigHO? MHE? — OTBETHIIA OHA, CHOBA TJISIAS Ha HUX JBOUX. Y(... JeMCTBUTENIbHO KaK KapTHUHKA B
xKypHase. Takas, rie XeHIIUHL PYTaloT AEBYIIKY 3@ Y3KYIO TAHI0, @ MYXKYKMHBI - 32 CIIUIIKOM
IPUBJIEKATEIbHYIO JIMHUIO MOAO0POAKA, ¥ BCE TYMAIOT, YTO UX IIPUIIIOCH PETYLUINPOBATE.

— JlapmHO, ecnu THI COOMPAENIbCS BEICTABIISATh CBOe T'Psi3HOe Oesbe Ha Bceobilee 0003peHue, s
6osbire He Oyny TeOs 3aluInaTh, — 00BbIBUIIA JIU3.



Onu3 yBeKanach apuCTOKPAaTUYECKUMY POMaHaAMHU, IT03TOMY ObljIa XOPOIIO 3HAKOMa C Pa3/THuYHBIMU
cTpaTerusMi. [laxke unTas 9Ty 4acCTh, OHA HAIlIa MHOXXECTBO CII0COO0B IIEPEXUTPHUTH BEICIIEE
o6mmectBo. K coxkanenuto, nu3abeT Oblyia TPeACcTaBieHa KaK KaaKui IepCcoHax, C CaMoro Havasa
00peYeHHBIN CTATh XKEPTBOM T'JTIaBHOM IAPHI.

— O yeM TBI TOBOPHUIIL, InMu3abeT? 3alIuiaelb MeHsI? — HeIOBEPYUBO CIIPOCUIT I'pelt, TIsIas Ha Hee
C OTTEHKOM IIpEe3PEeHUs.

BrIpaxkeHue ero nuila HaCTOPoxkuiIo Inu3aber. OHa ¥ He OH03peBasia, UTO ero HEMPUSI3Hb K
Onu3abeT HAaCTOIBKO CHUIIbHA.

— I'peit AlipoHxayH/, KaK JaBHO MbI IIOMOJIB/IeHE? He yTpyxKmalk MeHSI OTBETOM, 3TO OBII
PUTOPHUYECKHU BOIPOC. IIPOIII0 HECKOIBKO JIET, 1 MBI COOHMPAINCh MTOXKEHUTHCS B TeueHue roga. U
TYT, KaK U3 HUOTKy/a, [IOABJIAETCS He3aKOHHOPOXKAeHHad fo4b rpada [Jepesesnna. M 9To TH coenan?
Thl Ha4an yxXaXXHUBaTh 3a Hel, BCTPeYaThCs C Hed TalHO. YTO moJKHa Oblyla TOAyMaTh TBOS OemqHast
HeBecCTa? — OJIK3 CJI0KUIIa PYKH Ha IPYOH U Clerka OTCTPaHUIIach, 6POCUB HAa HUX KOCOM B3TJISL,.
OHa mocMoTpena Ha HUX C OTBPAIlleHHuEM.

— 4 - 9nmuzabet dhoH Poy36rnaf, emrHCTBEHHAsA [04b repiora Gox Poy3onan! [TomkHa nu 5 Obla
TEPIEeTh TO YHUXKEHKEe, KOTOPOMY THI IIOJBEPT MeHs ¥ Moe uMs, I'peit Afiponxayun? Heyxenu ums
o Poy36mag kaxercs Tebe myTKOM?!

9mu3 HaMepPEeHHO IIPOMu3HeCIa II0CIegHne CJII0Ba 'POMKO M OTYETIIMBO, YTOOBI IIOOYEPKHYTH
II0CJIeJCTBUA.

JIumo I'pest BHe3anmHo mo6GIeHEII0, BUAUMO, OH Hadal 0CO3HaBaTh BCI0 CEPhe3HOCTh CUTYAIlHH.
OpHako OH OBICTPO BOCCTAHOBYII CaM000IafaHue ¥ BHOBb 00PEI PEIITUMOCTb.

— A KaK XKe BCe Te IIPOCTYIKY, KOTOPBIE TH COBepIuiia NpoTuB CesieHbl? Byaes 11 Thl OTPUIIATh
UX? — CIIPOCHUII OH.

JnK3 He MOTJIa He YCMEXHYTBCA, TTIAO Ha €Tro CH&6YIO 3allUTy.

— W gto Xxe g caoenana? [la, g IeITasach MPeJOTBPATUTh Ballly BCTPEUY M BCIYECKU PA3JIyIUTh Bac,
yTOOBI TPEIOTBPATUTH JasbHeuIHH yiep6. Ho, moxoxe, 3To He TPoOMIO TBOM IIyCTOM Yepeln, —
Onu3aberT chemnana HeOOBIIYIO TIay3y, YTOOL He HauaTh PyraThCs Ha HX.

OHa u caMa He 3HaJa, YTo chefana Jnu3abeT. ABTOp He YIIOMUHAI O ee NeNCTBUAX [0 Hadasa
ucropuu. Ho 3T0 He MOTJIO OBITh YEM-TO Y2KACHBIM, YUUTHIBasA, 4TO Jnu3abeT He Oblla 3aKIIl0YeHa B
TIOPHMY U €€ THUTYJI OCTaJICSI HEeTPOHYTHIM. Tak 4To Teneph dnu3abeT Bapuiack B BOJe.

— I'peii, THI TOXKE CHIH repliora, ¥ MBI IIOMOJIB/IEHE! y2K€ MHOTO JIeT. Ha 4To Thl paccuuTeiBan? 4Yto
HUKTO He y3HaeT? Heyxkenu TH myMaJl, YTO TBOM OTell OmoOpUT HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHYIO MOYb I'pada B



KauyeCTBe CBOell HeBeCTKU? Heyxkemnu THl yMali, 4YTO OH HE PACCTPOUTCS K3-3a TOTO, UTO Thl HAPYIINII
ofellaHue, TaHHOE €r0 IPYTY, U COPBaJl COI3 Hallux ceMel? Heyxenu T fymarsi, 4To MOH OTel] He
OymeT B SPOCTHU OT TOTO, UTO THl YHU3UJI €70 eAUHCTBEHHYIO N0o4b? Tl BooOIIe gyMas 00 3ToM? —
IPe3PUTENHHO GEIPKHYIIA OHA.

— Tax 4To maBail MOKOHYUM C 3TUM ceidac. Thl U3MEHUII MHE. A Telleph THl My0IMYHO TOPOYHUIITH
MeHS 3a He3HAUUTEeJIbHbIe IIPOCTYIIKYM, KOTOPHIE S COBEpIINIIa, YTOO He OaTh TeOe 3amsaTHaTh Kobpoe
UMs Hallei cembu. Tak 4To... AyMalo, OyeT ClipaBeJIMBO CKa3aTh, YTO C MEHS XBaTUT. THl XOTEN
pa3priBa? YTo XK, curuTal 3T0 pa3prBoM. KTo 3ax04eT ObITh JKeHATHIM Ha YeJIoBeKe, KOTOPHIY JIETKO
BII00JII€TCS B APYTYIO XKEHIIKUHY U BEIOpPachiBaeT TOfbI, IOTPaYeHHble Ha IIOCTPOEHNE OTHOIIEHUN? —
Onu3 obOBesa B3r/IAA0M KOMHATY, XOTS ee 3peHue CTaHOBUIIOCH Bce 00yee paclibiBUaTHM, U OHA He
MOTJIa YeTKO Pa3/IMYUTh BRIPAXKEHUS Il OKpYyXKaloIux. YeM Oobille OHa TOBOPHUJIA, TEM CHUJIbHEE
IyJILCUPOBaJsia royioBa. Eif HyKHO OBUIO 3aKaHYUBATH C IelaMU ¥ YXOOUTh.

Ecnu 6wl 31113 Moryla BUOETH SICHO, OHa OBl 3aMeTHIIa, KaK BHE3aIlTHO U3MEeHMIach aTMocdepa Bo Bcei
KoMHaTe. Te, KTO paHbllle KPUTUKOBAJ IMKU3abeT Kak 3JIyI0 ¥ PeBHUBYIO XKEHIIWHY, TeIeph CTallk
CMOTPETh Ha CUTYAIHIO IO-IpyroMy. Mix B3rismbl 00paTUINCE K TTIaBHOM MTape, ¥ BO3MYX HATIOTHUIICS
OCYyXIEHUEM.

['peii Hayas MOTETh, TOPHKO COXKajes 0 CBOeM PelleHuH MyOInyHo 00BUHUTH JK3abeT Ha Oany.
CeneHa psioM C HUM CJIeTKa APOKaja, ¥ OH KpPemye CxKaJl ee PYKY, YTOObI XOTh KaK-TO YCIIOKOUTb.
OH He 3HaJ, 4To CefleHa OPOXKUT HE OT CTpaxXa UJIA BOITHEHHUS.

9mnu3 TIOBEPHYIIACh U HAIIPABUJIACh K BEIXOOY M3 3alla.

— OduimansHoe 00bsaBIeHNE 00 OTMeHe Halllel ITOMOJIBKY OyaeT DOCTaBJIeHO B Ballle TIOMECThe B
Onmuxkarinee BpeMsi, — 00bsIBMIIa OHa. OMHAKO, IPOMAS HECKOILKO IIaroB, JJIN3 OCTAHOBUIIACH U, HE
000opaunBasich, IPOU3HECIa. — IPEH, UTO TH cebe T03BOJISEIIh?

Ee GpaT-051u3Hel B3APOTHYI, YCIIbIIIAB CJI0Ba CECTPH: — UTO TH UMEEIIL B BULY?

9nu3 OBICTPO IOBEPHYJIACh, }00Ka 3aKPyTHIaCh BOKPYT ee JIOObIXKEK, ¥ ITIOCMOTpeJia Ha HEro CBOMMH
(b1anKoBHIMU TIa3aMu.

— TrI HamMepeH 0CTaThCA 30eCh? PSImOM ¢ 4e10BEKOM, KOTOPBIM BTOIITAJT HAIlle UMS B ITPA3b?
CoOupaelbcst U ThI 0TKa3aThest OT uMeHu ®oH Poy367af ¥ cTaTh BMECTO 3TOr0 IPEeHOM
A¥poHXayHA? — ee IroJioC IIpope3all BO3AYX, KaK XJIBICT.

OpeH B3{pOTrHyI U mocMoTpen Ha I'pes u Ceneny, B ocHoBHOM Ha CeneHy. Ero B3risag 6eICTPO
OMyCTHJICS, ¥ OH Ha MIHOBEHME 3afyMaJiCs, TPexK/e YeM PeIlul IIOCIeN0BaTh 3a CECTPOH.

— 9peH... — HexXHbI ronoc CesleHHl 3a3Bydas B ero ymax. OH 3akonebasncs, Ho peuus He
ornsabBaThes. OH 60sIICS, YTO He HalmeT B cebe CHUIT YUTH.



Onu3abeT mooIIa K ABYCTBOPYATHIM [BEPSIM 3ajla ¥ paclaxHyia ux pykamu. OHa BHIIIA U3 3aJa,
BBICOKO TIOMIHSIB T'OJIOBY ¥ TOPHO BRIIPSMUB CIUHY. Dr3abeT ocTaBuIa 3a CO00M MOJTYaUBhIM 3aJl U
BCIIOTEBILETO OLIBIIETO XKEHUXA.

Onu3abeT BhHILINIA Ha TPOXJIafHbIM HOYHON BO3[yX, KOTOPHIM Majio ClI0COOCTBOBA CHATHUIO TOJIOBHOU
6omu. Eif Ka3anmoch, UTO OHA XOPOIIIO CIIpaBUiach ¢ cutyauuen. Hy u 4To? 3113 oKa3ajach B
HETIPUBBIYHOM [I71s1 ce0s ITOJTI0KEHNH, ¥ faXke ecyu Obl OHa OblJTa Ha MecTe KOro-TO OIPYyroro, To He
103BOJIKJIA OBl YHU3UTHL Ce0s1 KaKOMY-TO Mep3aBIly.

Onu3 yciblinana 3a CIMHOM IIaru BepoJioMHOro 6paTa, HO He oOpaTuiia Ha HeTO BHUMaHU 1,
IPUIIOOHSAB 100Ky, CITyCTUIIACh 110 JIECTHHIIE.

OHa B3rJIsIHYyIa Ha CIyTY, CTOSBIIETO Y IOOHOXKUS JIECTHUIE: — BEI30BUTE HAIly KapeTy, —
TprKa3asa oHa. Ciyra MOKJIOHWUIICS U ITOCIIENIVIT BEI3BATh 9KUIaK.

Onu3 TeM BpeMeHeM, CKPECTUB PYKHU, OCMaTpUBajia OKPECTHOCTU. 3peHHe 0CTaBaoCh
3aTyMaHEHHBIM, YTO He ITO3BOJISIJIO €M B ITOJIHOM Mepe OLEHUTH KPACOTy Cafa, aKKypaTHHIE TOPOKKH
¥ TIIATEIBHO YKPAIIeHHYI0 OeCcenKy.

— CecTpa... — 3aroBOpUII IpeH PIaoM C Hell.

— 3aTKHHUCh, — PE3KO0 OTPHEI3HYy/Iach Inu3. B maHHBIM MOMEHT OHa Obljla He B HACTPOeHuH. ['010Ba
packasbBanack, 1 y Hee He OBIJIO TEPIEeHUS BHICIYIIMBATD Kal00kl KAKOTO-TO BTOPOCOPTHOTO
IIepcoHaxa, 0CO0EHHO TOTO, KTO OKa3aJCsd POOHEIM OpaToOM IpefaTesis.

SpeH HUCIIYTaHHO IIPUKYCHUJI A3BIK: OH HUKOI'MA He CIIBIIIATI, YTOOBI €T0 CeCTpa roBopuiia HOI[O6HBIM
06pa30M, XO0Ts OHa U HE OTJIn4YalaCh NEeJIUNKATHOCTEIO.

OH B3IJITHYJI Ha TPOGUIIb CECTPH U 3aMeTHII ee 61efHOCTh U 60Ie3HEHHOe IPUIITypUBaHUe TJIas3.

Panee B 3a7e 0H ObIJI yBEPEH, UTO cecTpa cOMIAch C MyTH U CTajla pe3peHHou. OH 3HaJj, YTO OHA
710X0 TocTynuna ¢ CeeHoM, HO HUKOTIA He 3aIyMbIBAJICSI O TOM, YTOOBI ITOCMOTPETH Ha 3TO C
npyroi ctopoHbl. OH He MOT IIOHSITh, TOYeMy 3TO OBITIO TaK. Besikuil pas, korga oH nyMai o CeyeHe u
000 BCeM, YTO MPUYUHUTIA el dnu3abeT, B ero TPyau MOOHUMAJICS THEB, ¥ OH ITPOCTO XOTe
3amuTuTh Ceneny.

Ho, YCJIBIIIaB CJI0OBa 9nu3abet, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEJOYMEHHE. B ee cnoBax ObIJI CMBICII.

U 1yT ero oxBaTtui ctpax. Uto ¢ HUM npousouuio? OH efBa He IIpefas CBoe UM, Jaxe He [OHUMas,
no4yemy.

[TpubkIna KapeTa ¢ Ky4epoM, KOTOPEIH MMOYTUTEILHO IPUBETCTBOBA UX. DPEH XOTEN IMPOTIHYTh
Onu3abeT PyKy MOMOIIH, HO OHAa ITPOUTHOPUPOBAJIa ero XKeCT U CeJla B KApeTy CaMOCTOSITeNTbHO.



[TouyBCTBOBAB HEPEIIUTEILHOCT U HEJIOBKOCTD, IPeH yOpan pykKy. OH 3HaJI, 9YTO CECTpa B IPOCTH.

Hu oguH U3 HUX He IPOU3HEC HU CJIOBA, ITI0OKA HE CeJIM B KapeTy, YKpalleHHY0 paMUTbHBEIM repooMm -
IBYMS IIepelieTeHHEIMU pO3aMH C IIUIIaM¥, C KOTOPHIX Kallaid Kariu KpOBH.

— OnusaberT... — CHOBa Havas JpeH.

— 4 xe mpocuna Te0s 3aTKHYThCSI, — OTBETHUIA INu3abeT, OTKUALIBASICh HA CIIMHKY CUOEHbS U
3aKphIBas riasa.

IpeH HeKOTopoe BpeMs Ha0moman 3a Hel: — YTo TaM IPOu30IIIo, I HUKOTIa... — Hadall OH.

Onu3abeT OTKphIJa IJla3a ¥ OKUHYJa eT0 TPEBOXKHBIM B3T/IsAA0oM: — UTo TH HUKOrAa? Tebe HUKOTHA
He IIPUXOAUIIO B TOJIOBY CIIPOCUTDh MeHs? Thl HUKOTAa He AyMaJl IOCMOTPETh Ha 9TO C MOel TOYKHU
3penus? Thl HUKOTTIa HE 3aIyMBIBAJICS O TOM, KaK CHJIbHO THI PAHUIIL CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO cecTpy? T
HUKOTA He 3ayMbIBAJICS O TOM, YTO IPefiaelllh CBOI0 CeCTPy-0Iu3Hela U IoBepraelb ee
noXu3HeHHOMY 11030py? U pagu yero? Papu KeHIUHEL, Yy KOTOPOU HET faxKe MOJIOBUHEI MO3ra’?
KoTopoit Ha TeOs HamleBaTh U KoTopas BeiOpasa ['pesi? Kem Twl Hapmesincs ctaTh? Ee mo000BHUKOM?
Ee nakeem? BoroTBOpuTh €€ Ha paccTosiHUK? CorpeBaTh ee MOCTeNb, IoKa I'pes HeT moma? O uewM,
YepT BO3bMH, THI gyMan?!

OT rpyOBIX ¥ HEIPUCTOMHEIX CJIOB Inu3abeT y OpeHa OT U3yMJIeHUS IIePEXBATUIIO IbIXaHUe.

OpHako IpeH OBICTPO MPHUILeNT B cebs.

— 9nu3abeT! — BO3MYIIIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, 3aCTaBUB J1u3a0beT 3aKaTHTh rjIasa.

— He ctpoit u3 ce6ss HEBUHHOCTh, MaJIeHbKUY ITpemaTesb. Eciiu TH IeHCTBUTEIBHO COXKaeeus 000
BCEM 3TOM, THI ClieJIaelllb TO, UTO 5 CKaxy. Thl 6ombiie He yBupuilb Ceneny. He muiu eit, He
moJiy4yai ee IMMChbMa, HUKAKUX BCTPeY, HUKAKOTO IIMH0oHaxXka, abCcomoTHO Hu4Yero! JlepXKuck oT Hee
nmojassbie!

YcnbiaB 3T0, IpeH MOUYBCTBOBA YKOJI O0JH, U €T0 JIULIO0 UCKA3UIIOCh: — Jnu3abeT, Tl He MOXKeIllb
IPOCUTh MeHs 00 aToM. i mobiio ee!

K ero ynusnenuto, 9nu3abeT u3gana 3BYK, IIOX0XKHUY Ha PBOTHHIM MO3BIB: — [lail MHE MEPEIOXHYTh.
TBou Gefpa MPOCTO HAarpeIuch. ITO He II000Bb, & OIEePKUMOCTE. [103TOMY 51 COOMPAIOCh YCTPOUTD
Te0e HaCTOSIIYI0 IeTOKCUKAIIUIO.

— JleTOKCUKanuo0? — 3alHyICSd JpeH.

— Ha. 3anpet Cenensl! A Temepb 3aTKHUCH, IPeaTelb. Y MEHS I'OJI0Ba PaCKaIbIBAeTCH.



C sTUMM CII0BaMM OHa 3aMoI4aa, OCTaBUB IIOTPSACEHHOI' 0 6paTa OOHOTO.

YxkacHas royioBHast 60b Myuniia 9nu3. OHa cTaja geicTBoBaTh 60jiee peluTeIbHO, YeM
HaMepeBasach, HO TEPIIEHUS B 9TOW CUTyalluu He ObLIO0. I3 IIPOCTO X0Tesa TOCKOpee 3aCTaBUTh
ero 3amoinyath. Ee co3HaHME CII0BHO Hayaslo 3aTyMaHUBAThCS.

«YTO0 Xe Ha caMOM fieJie 3ech npoucxogut? [TouemMy 3To npoucxogut? Kax s crofa momana?»

9T0 OBIIM ee TIOCTIETHUE MBICIU Inepen TeM, Kak ee TeJi0 COaJIOChk M OHa II0TepPsAila CO3HaHUE.
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