[MIwpaxoru cxkana pyky Jlyhdu.
"TloxkanyiicTa, He geflail HU4Yero 6e3paccymHoro..."

JIlyddu mocMmoTpen Ha Hee oboapsomuM B3rasagoM. "4 3amuiny tebs, [lupaxomu. HUKTO He
IpUYUHUT Tebe Bpema."

Hamu, KoTOpas oo 9TOoro MOMeHTa MoJT4aja, pelIuTeNlbHO fo0aBuia PSIooOM C JPOXKalllel pyCcaTKOu:
"OHU He 3HAIOT, C KeM CBsI3anuch. OHU ellle T0XKaseloT, 4YTo OPOCUIIM HaM BEI30B, foBepbcs JIyhdu!"

[TouyBcTBOBaB, uTo llupaxomu gpoxkuT, JIybdu Hayasa 3aKUIaTh OT SPOCTH U3-3a YyTpo3kl CTeppH.

"Tsl mOHUMaeLb 3T0, TUpaT? Th He MOXKEIIb 0TKa3aTh MuposoMy [IBopsHUHY. EMy HyKHa 3Ta
pycarsnka, 1 TH oTgasb ee!" CTeppu Kpryas Kak CyMacIIeqni.

..." JIydu ycraBuncs Ha Hero 6e3pa3TUYHBIME TJIa3aMU.

"THl maxe He MpefcTaBiselb cebe cumy MupoBol 3HaTH, mupaT. OHU MTPaBAT MUPOM, U KOTHa OHU
Y3HAIOT, YTO THl IIOCMEJI BMEIIaThCs B UX [iefia, OHU MPUAYT 3a TOOOM CO BCel CBOEN MOIIbIO."

"TlymMaels, Tl CMOXKeIlb TPOTUBOCTOSITE MupoBoit 3HaTu U m06eauTh? B MX pacnopskKeHuN IejIbe
apMmuu. Eciy THI BRICTYTIMIIL TPOTUB HUX, TBOSI KOMaH/a U BCe, KOT'O THI JTFOOHUIIh, OKaXKYyTCS B
OIIaCHOCTH."

"TIpocTo oTmait pycanky, JIybdu. 3To equHCTBEHHBIH ciocod n3bexaTh rHeBa MupoBoi 3HaTH. Th
JKe He X0Yelllb Y3HaTh, YTO OLIBaeT, KOrfga OHU cepasaTcs.”

"Tebe cyxkmeHo CKIIOHUTHLCS mepen HebecueiMu [IpakoHaMu. [la, ¥ S OOHAXK/IBI CTAHY OOHUM U3 HUX,
U BCe B 3TOM Mupe OynyT IPEeKIOHSITh KoJIeHu Y Moux Hor!" CTeppu Bceraa jesesisi MeuTy CTaTh
MupoBsiM [IBOPSHUHOM, IOAEPKUBAsA C HUMU KOHTAKTHl X OKa3hbIBasl YCIIYTH, YTOOH! IOJTy4YUTh
BIUsHUE. Pycanka B KOMHaTe NIPeACTaBisia gjid Her0 OTINYHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTh 3apYYUTHCS
HEKOTOPBIMU MUJIOCTSIMU.

"XAXAXAXAXAXA! Toi Goriblile He CMOXKEIIh laXkKe IIPUKOCHYTHCS KO MHE, IIOTOMY YTO MEHS
3amumiaeT Muposas 3HaTh! T, TBOI JOM U TBOSI CeMbsl OYOYT OCYXKAEHHI 3a TO, YTO OPOCUIN BHI30B
Muposomy [IBopsiHuHy. THL... *BAX!*"

BhICTpes 9X0M pa3Heccs 10 KOMHATe, OCTaBMB BCeX B IIOKe. [ThITb BCE ellle BUCesa B BO3MyXe, Korma
CTeppu 3aKpuyYan OT O0IH:

"AAAAAAAAAAAAAAA! Moe nineuo!"

ATMocdepa B TPOHHOM 3aJjie cTaja eire 6ojee HAIPsSKEeHHOM, ¥ BCe OKaMeHeJI OT TAaKOTo II0BOPOTa
COOBITUH.

"9TOro He MOXKeT OBITh..." TPOKAIINHI I'0JI0OC COPBAJICS C r'yd KOpOJIS.



OcTanbHBIE TPUCYTCTBYIOIINE B TDOHHOM 3ajie ObUtn B 1mI0Ke. HekoTopele mocMoTpenu Ha CteppH, a
MHbIe YCTaBUIUCh Ha JIypdu co cmechio cTpaxa ¥ HeIOyYMeHUs.

I_HI/IanOH.II/I, BCe ellle NpoxXKalllas XU HallyI'aHHasA, KPEIIKO obHs1a cebs. OHa He Morja IIOBEPUTEL B
IIpOUCXodIIee.

"Kopons Cteppu!" I'osoc cpenu TOJIE HaKOHEI] HapYLIU TUIIUHY. ITO OBIJI OMUH U3 MUHUCTPOB,
OOVH M3 HEMHOTHUX, KTO COXpaHsI caMoobyiafaHye Ha IPOTSXKEHUU BCEU CUTYalluH.

"Bel... Thl cOBepIIXI yKacHyI0 omnoOKy!" MunucTp HeogoOpuTenbHo nocMoTtpen Ha Cteppu. "Tebe He
CTIeq0BaJI0 MPOBOLMPOBATE OOHOTO U3 MUPaTOB COTOMEHHOM IIISIH, 0COOeHHO KanuTaHa JIydpon."

Jlyddu mosuan, He cBOAs B3TJIsiga ¢ KOpossi. Ero BeIpaxkeHue frila O6bII0 MPAaYHbIM, ¥ KaXKIObIH B
KOMHATe MOT II0YyBCTBOBATh MHTEHCHUBHOCTDH €T0 T'HEBA.

"ThI 3aMJIATHUINE 3a 9TO." - HAKOHeEIl cKa3as JIyhdu, ero rojoc GBI HAIOTHEH CePbe3HOCTHIO.

CreppH, nexkalui Ha 3eMjie C KPOBOTOYAIIMM IIJIeY0M, TIOHSJI, YTO OKa3aJiCs B 0€3BHIXOTHOM
cutyanuu. OH COBepIIEHHO HeIOoOLeHU I KanuTaHa "[IupaToB COJIOMEHHOU LIIANLL", U Teeph ero
cymbOa OblTa B pyKax 4ejoBeKa, KOTOPOT'0 OH Pa303JIHII.

"fImaTo, Bo3pMu [llupaxomu."” - cepre3Ho nomnpocun Jlyhdu, u pycanke MIpUIITIOCE HEOXOTHO CIIE3Th
co cnuHH JIyddu.

Jlybdu Havam UOTH K yIaBIIeMy KOPOJII0 Y OCHOBAaHMS TPOHA, 06a MiIedya KOTOPOr0 KPOBOTOYHIIH, OH
CTOHAJ OT 60JTM, KOTOPOMY ITOMOTAJIX ero moamaHHee. [To Mepe Toro Kak Jlyhdu mpogsurancs
BIIEPe[I, BCE YCTYIAIU eMy JOPOTY C SBHHIM CTPAXOM B rja3aX. HUKTO He XOTeJ BCTPedYaThCs C 9TUM
CBHUPEIHIM B3TJISIIOM KalUTaHa, TaK KaK 9TO TOBOPUJIO O TOM, UTO OH yOBET M000T0, KTO TaM
OKaXeTcs. B Bo3myxe BUTAIIO HAMpsXKEeHKe, U TPOHHEIHN 3all Ka3aJiCcs MeHblle, oka JIyhou
npubnuxancs K CTeppu, ube JIUI0 ObII0 671eJHEIM OT y2Kaca.

I[To mepe Toro Kak JIyhdu npoasurancs Kk CTeppH, OH C KaxXK/IbIM IIIaroM ITPOMU3HOCHUIT CJI0Ba
PEIIMMOCTH ¥ BEI30Ba. Ero B3riisi OB MIPOH3UTEIBHBIM U CBUPEIIHIM, KOTHa OH MPUOIHKaNcs K
IIaBIIeMy KOPOJIIO.

"Tw1 myman, uto 51 6yny 6osThcst HeGecHbix [IpakoHoB? 4 Huvero He 60tock, CTeppu!" TBepmo 3asBun
Jlyddwu, u ero romoc 3xoM pa3Heccs 10 TPOHHOMY 3any. "[axe MupoBas 3HaTh He CMOXKET 3aCTaBUTh
MeHS OTCTynuTh! A THL... TH cOBepIIMI OIINOKY, AyMasi, YTO CMOXKeIb HaBPEIUTh TeM, KOTo 5
0671110, "

Kaxmoe croBo, copBaBiieecs ¢ Ty0 JIypdu, 6bI10 HAOTHEHO SPOCTHOM peumMocThio. OH He
OCTaBJISJI MECTa [IJiT COMHEHHU; OH OB TOTOB UCIIOJIb30BATh BCE CBOM CHUJIBI, YTOOBI 3aIIUTUTh
Ipy3ed ¥ OTOMCTHUTE 3a HeCcIIpaBeAJInBOCTh, KOTOPYIO OHU epexunu. CTeppy, 3arHaHHBIN B YTOI U
PaHEeHBIN, CMOTPEN Ha KalluTaHa MupaToB COMOMEHHOM WIJISIIIBI CO CMECHIO CTPaXa M pacKasHuUs,
MIOHKMas, YTO CHUJIbHO HeOOIIeHU/I CBOETO IIPOTUBHUKA.

"3Haellb, Taxke eciu Bech MUP OymeT oXBadeH IylaMeHeM, 51 Oyoy 3alluiaTh CBOUX Jome!"
yb6exneHHo 3asgBun JIyhdu, 4yBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPH HET'0 pacTeT HEKOHTponupyeMmas cuna. OH cpasy
JKe OTIpefieIuiI IIPUPOAY 3TOM CUIIB M M30 BCEX CHUJI CTapasiCs AepKaTh ee Mo KOHTPoJieM, 605Ch, UTO
OHAa BBEI30BET KOJIIanc B KoMHaTe. OgHAKO U3 HEro BeIpBajlach BOJTHA S9HEPTUHU, 3aTPOHYBIIas BCEX
npucyrcTByomux. K cuactsio, Jlybdu ymanock npegoTBpaTuTh 00MOPOK OONBIIMHCTBA U3 HUX, HO
TauHCTBEHHAs yOapHas BOJIHA [IPOKATUIACh 10 BCEMY IIOMEIleHNUI0, IOChIasi POXKb 110
TI03BOHOYHUKY KaXIoro. Y Tex, KTo elle ObUT B CO3HAHUY, 0C1a0/Iu KOJIEHU, HEKOTOPHIE U3 HUX



PYXHYIIH Ha I10JI, & OCTAJIbHBIE OTIIPSAHYIIN B CTPaxe.
"Xaomoky Xaku!" BOCKNIUKHYyJIa fMaTo, youBIIeHHAs IIPOUCXOAAIINAM.

"MHe ymanoch HEMHOTO €Tro0 cfiepxkarth..." mpobopMoTan npo cebs JIyhdu, nenasi co3HaTeaIbHOE
ycunue, 4ToObl TOAABATh UCXOOAIIYI0 OT Hero cuny. OH MepekyIioyui CBoe BHUMaHue Ha Kopons [oa
U Cc 00/IeryeHueM YBUIEN, YTO TOT APOKUT OT CTPaxa, HO Bce elle B co3Hauuu. [ JIyhdu youts
KOro-To 6e3 co3HaHus OBUIO HE TEM, HA YTO OH TIoIIesn Ovl, faxe ecyiu Obl peyb IIIa 0 371eHIem
Bpare.

Jlyddu 6e3xanoctHo nmpoaBurasncs K CTeppH, ero pyka peIlmuTeIbHO CXKUMalla IUCToNeT. [IBOpsHe,
KOTOPHIE [0 9TOT0 MOMEHTA ObLIM Ha CTOPOHE KOPOJIS ¥ He Mafgaiu B 00MOPOK, BCe eIre CII0COOHBIe
IBUTATBLCS, B CTPaxe OTCTYIA/IM Iepef HafgBUraroleics yrpo3oii. I'naza JIyddu Obiiv mprKOBaHH K
yIlaBIIEMY KOPOJIIO, ¥ OH HAIleJIAJI MACTONET psiMo Ha CTeppH, HepxKa ero Ha Impulese.

Kaxpeiit mar JIyhdu sxoM oTHaBajcs B TPOHHOM 3ajle, CJIOBHO IIPUTOBOD, ¥ Ka3aoCh, YTO 3TOT 3BYK
pemaet cygsby Cteppu. TuinmHa, MOBUCIIas B BO3AyXe, TpephiBalach JINIIbL CTOHAMU 00T paHEHOTO
KOpOJISI.

"Tlomoxmu! Mouku [I. 'apn pomunicst Ha 3ToM ocTpoBe. Eciu Th He Gournibcss HeGecHbIx [IpakoHOB,
3Hal, 4To, yOuB MeHs, repoit Mopckoro [Jo3opa HaYyHET 0XOTY Ha Tebs!" B oTuassuuu Kpudan CTeppw,
IIBITASICh PA3BITPATh JTIO0YI0 KapTy, KOTOPAsk MOTJIa OKa3aThCs B €ro pacmopsixkeHun. OH ObLT
BBICOKOMEPHBIM KOPOJIEM, YBEPEHHBIM B CBOEM ITOJI0KEHUH, HO ceyac OH OBIJT aOCOIIIOTHO YSI3BUM.

"3abaBHO, HO MeHs 30BYyT Monku [I. JTydhdu. Tl 3Haeus, uto 310 3HauuT, Cteppu?" Jlydbdu
YIIBIOHYJICSI C MpAYHLIM BeCeJlbeM, OCTABUB BCeX B KOMHATE 3aUHTPUTOBAHHEIMU U XKaXKIYITIMU
TIOHATH CBSI3b MEXK[y 9TUMU OBYMs UMeHaMu. Kyco4yky rojloBOJIOMKM Ha4aslu CKJIafblBaThCS B yMax
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINX.

"K HecyacThlo 75 Tebs, Jaxke MOY OeAyllKa He CMOXKeT OCTaHOBUTh MEHS OT TOTO, YTOOHI BCalUTh
IyJIio B TBOIO T0j10BY." ['onoc JIyhdu OB CIOKOMHBIM U XOJIOAHBIM, KOHTPACTUPYS C 9MOLMOHAIbHBIM
IOTPSICEHNEM, KOTOpOe UCIBITEBaN CTeppH.

"Tlomoxxpou... BAX!"

Tak, B omHO MrHoBeHue, JIyhdu Haxal Ha KypoK, ¥ 3BYK 9XOM pa3Heccs 110 KOMHaTe, KOoTfia Iy
HalllJla CBOIO 11e7b. CTeppH, KOpoib I'0a, mmaJi, ero BLICOKOMEPHE U BIIACTh CTaIX 0€CII0Ie3HEIMHI
nepeq TUIoM 6e32KaIOCTHOTO ITPABOCYIUS KanuTaHa nupaToB ComoMeHHOH skl HacTynuBmmas
THUIIMHA OBINa OTJIYIIMTEIbHOM, T0KAa BCe 0CO3HABAIHU KECTOKYI0 PeaJbHOCTh ITPOUCXOOSILIETO.

I'o Jo6reM 400 yaiikoB OO KOHIIa Mecsia?
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