Koponesctso I'oa, McT bo.

B camom ceppaite gBopna I'oa Benrn4eCTBEHHO BO3BHINIAJICSA TPOHHEIM 3ajl, 02KKOasi, 4YTO B HEM
Pa3MeCTUTCS CUJIbHBIM ¥ MOTYIIEeCTBEHHBIM MOHAPX, KOTOPHIM OyIEeT BeCTH CBOUX IMOONAHHBIX C
HEeToK0J1Ie0MMOM BiacThio. OMHAKO BMECTO 3TOT0 TPOH 3aHUMaJI MCITyTaHHbIM MOJIOOM KOPOJIb,
OecrpecTaHHO BHIKPUKUBAIOIINYM ITPHUKA3HEL.

"Uto 9TU nUpaThl cebe T03BOISAIOT, BTOPTrasiCh B MOe KOPOJIEBCTBO? ITO BO3MYTUTENLHO!"

"CTpaxa, 3alIUTUTEe MOX COKPOBHIIaA 110001 11eHoM! UTo OB HU CITyYUIIOCH, HE TTO3BOJISIUTE UM
npuONIU3UTHCS K Hemy!"

"3mech Ha KapTy ITOCTaBIEHO MOe COOCTBEHHOe 6J1aromnoyune. ITU CONAATH - PACXOOHBIN MaTepHuall.
B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHX 30€Ch, YTOOHI 3alHIIATh MEHs."

"Bel, conpaThl, Oecrone3nsl! [IogyeMy BBl HUUETO He fejlaeTe, YTOOB OCTAHOBUTD 3THUX MUPATOB?!"

"STu 4epToBH nmupaThl! OHK He yBaXkKal0T KOPOJIEBCKYIO Bi1acTh. OHM cOOMPAIOTCS YHUYTOXKUTL MO€E
KOPOJIEBCTBO!".

"UIOUTE, [TIOKOHYUTE C 9TUMU [TUPATAMMU! HE DAWTE UM JOBPATHCH IO JBOPLIA!"
"Balia MUJIOCTb, TUPATHL YKe 3[eCh..." - CKa3aJll CoJIfaT, CTapasiCh COXPAHAThL CIIOKOKCTBUE.

" Hukuemubie! THI HE MOXKEIITh II03BOJIMTE UM J00paThCS OO0 TPOHA."

"A MOs XU3HB BaXKHee; Thl JOJIXKEeH 3alluTUTh ee!”

KOpOJ’Ib OBLT 3aMETHO HaIlyraH, ero 6J'Ie)lH0€‘ JIUIIO OTPaxKaJjio CTpax, MIOTJIOIIAIOIIUY €r0 C KaXKIbIM
CJIOBOM, BEIPBABIIIMMCA 30 PTa. CroBa conpaTa 3aCTaBUIIA €T0 MYZK€eCTBO PYXHYTh, 1 OH 3aAp0OzKall
Ha CBOEM TpPOHE.

"Tlozkamy#cTa, C3P, MBI HOJIZKHBI HAMTH BBIXOM U3 9TOM CUTYALMU." - YMOJISITT OOUH U3 OIarOpOIHBIX,
CKJIOHUBIIUCH IIepef KoposeM. "OHU BOT-BOT BOMAYT BO ABOpeL. Ml JOIXKHEL PaCCMOTPETH BOIIPOC O
KanuTyJIsauun."

Ipyroi nBOpsHUH, elile 00jlee OTOPUYEHHHIH, TPUCOeIUHUIICS K MoJib0e. "Koponb, moxanyicra,
nogyMai O HalllMX KU3HSAX U 0€30I1aCHOCTU KOPojieBCcTBa. He 1mo3Bosiii CBOei TOPIOCTH TPUBECTH
Hac K rubemnn."

OH yXKe cobupaJscs OTBETUTb CBOMM ITOJaHHBEIM, HO KOPOTKUYM HaNPSKEHHBIN MOMEHT, KOTOPHIU [0
3TOTO IJapUJI B TPDOHHOM 3ajie, pe3Ko 060pBajics, YCTYINB MeCTO YeMy-TO ropa3fo Oojee
yxKacawieMy. OrTyluTeIbHBIN PEB 9XOM ITPOKATUIICS TI0 MTOKOSIM, 3aCTaBISS JTIOCTPHI
pacKavyuBaThCs, a ToOeIeHH TpemeTaTh, CJIOBHO caMa KOMHATa [JpoxkaJlla OT CTpaxa.

MaccuBHas [Beph, OXpaHsIBIIas BXOM B TPOHHEIM 3aJl, IOBEPrilach KeCTOKOU aTake. B anuneHTpe
aToro xaoca Haxopuincs Mouku [1. Jlyddu, BEHymuTensHas Gurypa, BO3TIaBisoLas BTOPKEHNUE B
KoposeBcTBO 'oa. Ero nuiio, Temneps yke CypoBOe U 3pejioe, U3JIy4asio IPOCTHYIO PELINMOCTb, a
aMeTHCTOBOe IJIaMsl, OKyThIBalolllee ero JeBhY KyJaK, YCUIUBAIOCh C KaXKOOoU CEKYHIOH.



MormurM yoapom Jlyddu pasuec ABEPH B KJI0Ybsi, B30PBAB AEPEBO U xKeje30. OCKOIKU Pa3jIeTeNuch
II0 BO3IyXYy, HAllOJIHMB KOMHATY 00JIaKOM IbLTH, KakK O6yATO cama mpupopa Gpocusia BEI30B.

Temepsb TPOHHEBIN 3aJT OBLA YSI3BUM, U IIPECTOSIIEee TPOTUBOCTOSHUE HOJIKHO OBIZIO BOT-BOT HAYaThCS.
JIycdu GBI ITOIOH PEUIUMOCTH BCTPETUTHCS JIMIIOM K JIMIY C KopojieM ['oa u moTpe6oBaTh TO, YTO, IO
€ro MHEHHUIO, TPUHAMJIeKasio eMy II0 IIPaBy.

*BYYYYVYVYYVVYYVYYVYYMMMM!!1*

[IBepb B30pBajIach C HEOCIIOPUMOU CUJION, Pa3/IETEBIINCh Ha KYCKU, KOTOPBIE PACCHIIAIUCh 110
BO30yXYy. [IBIM ¥ IIBIJIb HATIOJIHUIIN ITOMeIleHre, Ha MTHOBEHMe 3aCJIOHUB BceM 0030p. Korga TymaH us
00710MKOB oce1, JIypdu Boienn B TPOHHBIN 3aJ B COMPOBOoXKAeHuu [IIupaxomu ¥ OPyrux 4aeHoB CBOen
TPYTIIIBL.

Ymap oT Bxofa MMPATOB ITOYYBCTBOBAJICS CPa3y XKe, 0CTaBUB KOpoJjisg CTeppu B aHUKE U yKace
mepeq TeM, YTO MPOUCXOMUT B ero COOCTBEHHOM ABOPIIE.

B tponnowm 3ane Jlydpdu yBunen Cteppu, KOTOPHIM CHAeN Ha IJIaBHOM TPOHE, a BEIPaXkKeHHe ero Juia
BBIJaBajI0 BECh IIOTJIOTUBIINM €ro cTpax. PamoM ¢ HUM 61arOpO[HOT0 BUia CBETIIOBOJIOCAS KEHIIMHA
BBITJIsAZle/Ia ONMHAKOBO YOUBIEHHON 1 00€CIIOKOEHHOM. BOKPYT HUX CTPYAUINCH MUHUCTPHL U BHICIINE
BEJIbMOXKH, OKPYKEHHBIE, CYOd II0 BCEMY, KOPOIEeBCKUMU IrBapfeliliaMy, ¥ BCe OHU cerdac
IIPOTUBOCTOSJIA BTOPXKEHUIO MUPATOB.

"Koponb Cteppu!" opyxkentobHo mpousHec JIypdu, meMoHCTPUPYS YIBIOKY, KOTOpas He MOTJia
CKPBITh €r0 BBI3BIBAIOIINX HaMEPEHU.

Jlyddu mogomien k CTeppu, ero B3T/sH ObIT CEPhe3HBIM U PEIIUTeTbHBIM. KOpob, X0Th U OBIT
HaIlyTaH, BCe Xe IIBITAJICS COXPAaHUTh (acajl BHICOKOMEPHS.

"Yro, 0-TBOEMY, THI Jeaellb, nupat?" CTeppu cTapasics gepxKaTh [0JIOC POBHEIM, HECMOTPS Ha
SIBHBIU CTpax B rJla3ax.

Jlydbdu He cTan TpaTUTh BpeMs Ha IyCTHE CJIoBa. "4 3mech, 4ToOBI mpenonaTh Tebe ypok. Hembas
IIPOCTO TaK KPacCTh JIIOAeN U MpofaBaTh UX B PaOCTBO, TeM Gojee MOUX JIIOfen."

Kopons HepBHO XUXUKHYII. "TEl HE IOHUMaelllb, IUpaT. Pycanka CTOUT Liejoe cocTosgHue! A nyman
TOJIBKO O 6J1are CBOero KOpPoJIeBCTRBA."

Jlydbdu Kpende cxkan Kynak, OKyTaHHBIM aMeTUCTOBEIM IIJTaMeHeM, 0T4ero (projieToBoe CBeYeHne
yCUnIuiocs. "[leHsru - He olpaBgaHue TOMY, YTO THl coenal. lllupaxomu - He TOBap, ¥ g He II03BOJII0
Tebe IPUYMHUTE el Bpeq."

Creppu TAKENO0 CIJIOTHYJI, YyBCTBYs, KaK Ha HEr0 HaBaJIMBAETCS BCS TAKECTb CUTyaluu. "HUTo TH
cobupaembcs menaTh?"

Jlydbdu cepre3Ho mocmMoTpen Ha Kopons. "4 cofupaioch moka3aTth Tebe, 4To OBIBAET, KOra KTO-TO
CBS3LIBAETCS C TeMH, KOr'0o 51 J1r00Ir0."

“ThI, ITMPAT! Tbl XOTb IIOHUMAEIID, YTO OEJIAEIIB?!" B manuke 3akpudan CTeppu.

"3naems, CTeppy, - TpoKoMMeHTUPOBan JIyhdu, ungsd c KeHIIMHAMU T03aAy HETO, - 1 BCErAa XOTel C
TOOOH MO3HAKOMUTECA. Y TeOS TakKoe CMeIIHOe JIUIO."



"KTO Thl TAKOH, YTOBbI TAK TOBOPUTH O KOPOJIE, MEP3ABELI?!" BEICOKOMEPHO BOCK/TMKHYJIA
JXKEHIIMHA PSINOM C HUM.

"YTo 51 MOTY CKa3aThb, BCETHA XOTeJ IT03HaKOMUThCS ¢ OpatoM Cabo." ckazan JIyhdu.

"Cab0?! OToT HemocTOMHEIN? ThH 3HA 3TOTO Mep3aBlia, YeMy XKe 5 yIUBIA0Ch?! X0poIro, YTo OH
yMep yKaCHOM CMePThIO!" cKa3an OH BLICOKOMEPHO U 0€3YMHO.

BAX!

BricTpen 5X0M pa3Heccs 10 TPOHHOMY 3aiy.
"AAAAA!

"Bare BenuyecTBo!"

"Kopons Creppu!"

"Kak THI CMeelllb CTPeJATh B KOposisd, nupat?!”

"OHO BOJIUT, MOE IIJIEYO BOJIUT! KTO-HUBY b, COEJIAMTE TAK, YTOBbI BOJIb
[TPEKPATHUJIACBH!" CTeppu KpruaJl, Kak paHeHBIY 3Bepb, ero JIUL0 UCKa3UJIOCh B arOHUMU.

JIydpdu OBICTPO BEIXBATHII CBOE OPYKUE U BEICTPEJIUI B MYKYMHY, KOTHA TOT IPOU3HEC ITU
BBICOKOMepHEIe cjioBa 0 Cabo. [Tyss momasna KOPOoJIio B IIJIeY0, 3aCTaBUB €0 3aKpUYaTh elle rpoMye,
KOTTla OH yIlajJ Ha 3eMJII0 C KPOBOTOYallleld PaHOu.

JIyddu mouyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 THEB PACTET B TEOMETPUYECKOM MTPOTPECCUHU, KOTTIa YCIIBIIIa
npeHebpexuTenbHbIE c/ToBa CTeppu. ¥"TombKO 13-3a 3TOr0 MaJI€HbKOTO iepbMa U ero poguTesiei
Cabo mpuminoch coexarp!"* - ¢ APOCTHIO MOAYMall OH, BCE BOCIIOMUHAHUS U 9MOIUH MIPOIIION KU3HU
HaXJILIHYJIA Ha HEro B 9TOT MOMeHT. Ero HeHaBUCThL K CTeppH yCUTIUTIACH ellle 60JIbllle, a CIBIIIATS,
KaK KopoJib roBopuT 0 Cabo B Takol HEeyBaXKUTEIbHON MaHepe, IPUBONUIIO €r0 B TITy0OKYI0 SIPOCTE.

"CnyuIaii, MHe IJ1eBaTh, YTO THl KOPOJIb.

Thl DOMXKEH 3HaTh, YTO MEI TUPATHI, ¥ MBI ileJlaeM TO, UTO XOTUM. THl HoKeH ObUT 0CO3HABATh 3TO,
KOTZla ITOCHIIAJ 3a HaMHU CcBouX ICcoB." JIyddu 3aroBopusn, ero o6bdHas BbI3bIBaoIas yibi0OKa
CMEeHMIacCh CepPhe3HbIM U HEYMOJINUMBIM B3TJISIIOM.

"OCTaHOBUCE, TH He 3HAEIIb, C KEM UMeeIlb [eJI0... DTy PyCalKy Ha TBOeU CIUHE UIIET TOT, KOMY S
He MOTy OTKa3aTh, ¥ Tl TOYHO He CMOXKeIb ¢ HUM 00poThcs!" CTeppu OTBETHII, B €T0 I0JIoce
IIPO3ByYasl HaMeK Ha BEICOKOMEDHE.

Jlyddu mpunogusin 6poBs. "O? Torga cKaxku MHE, KTO MOXKeT OBITh HACTOJILKO OITACeH, YTO X0YeT
3aMOIYYUTh MOUX TOBAPHUIIENH?" CIIOKOWHO CIIPOCHU OH, PELIUTEIIbHO TS Ha KOPOJIS.

Creppu cxKaJjl KyJlaky, IIpexe 4eM OTKPHITh CTpallHoe uMd. "ToT, KoMy HUKTO B 3TOM MUpE He
MOXKeT oTKa3aTh, HeOecHriit [Ipakon!" KpUKHY OH, ¥ ONHO JIUIIH YIIOMAHAHNUE 3TOT'0 IPOKJISTOTO
uMeHOBaHuUA 3actaBuiio lupaxomm u HamMu comporHyThCs 0T cTpaxa. BocnoMuHaHus 00 yrHETEHUU
1 K€eCTOKOCTH MUPOBOi 3HATH 9XOM OTHABaJIUCh B UX CO3HaHMHU. IIMpaxoin, B 4aCTHOCTH, TTIy00KO
3HaJla, YTO 3HQYUT OBITH IPUHIIECCON-PYCAKON B MUpe, TOe MupoBas 3HaTh CUKTasa JII0fiel BCeTro
JIAIIb ONHOPA30BEIMU UTPYIIKAMU.

[Iupaxoiy Kpenko aepxana pyky Jlybdu, 1 o 3amMeTun sTo.



"HebecHbiit [Ipakon?"

Jlypdu nmoBTOpHUI 5TO UMS C OTTEHKOM yOuUBJIeHUS. "[lyMaellb, 3T0 IIyraeT MeHs, KOponb? HeBaxHo,
KTO 3TO, HUKTO He TPOHET TeX, KTO MHe fopor."

Creppu monsiTancs BepHyTh cebe camooOnanganue. "Thl riymel], eciay Obl TH 3HAJ, Ha YTO OHU
CIOCOOHHEL..."

Jlycddu npepsasn ero capgoHU4eCKUM cMexoM. "MHe 1jieBaTh, Ha YTO OHU CIIOCOOHEL. ECIM OHU XOTST
OpaKy, OHU ee ToJIy4yaT, ¥ HU4YeM XOPOIIUM 3TO [Jid HUX He 3aKOHUUTCH!"
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