[Tporynka B o¢uc nocye obena nokasanach bermxkaMmuny apyrou. OHa Obta 607€€e TPEBOKHOM, 4EM
BCE ero MpebIayIIre MPOTryIKU. 3BYKH TOPofa Ka3aauCh MIPUTIYIIEHHBIMY, KaK OyITO OH IIIeJ 10
3BYKOHEIIPOHUIIAeMOM KOMHATe. Y Hero ObIIO CTPAHHOE OIIYIIeHHe, YTO KaXK/IbIi ITPOX0KUM
IpeacTaBisieT co0oii MOTeHIMAIbHY0 YTPO3Y U B JTI000M MOMEHT MOXKET IPUYHUHUTH eMy Bpe[.
TpaBmMaTuueckoe caMoyOuicTBO 6€3M0MHbLIX, HECOMHEHHO, CTaJI0 IPUYHUHOM ero napaHouHy.

Becena 3a o6emoMm c IllenapmoM mpoxonuia Kak Ha aMepPUKaHCKKUX ropkax. OH PasMBIIIISII O TOM,
KaK OHa Koje0ajach MeX[y APYKECKUMHU U yTpoxKaloluMu ¢ionfamu. YyBCTByS HeJOYMEHUE 110
IIOBOJY BCEro NMPOUCXOAAIIero, beHaKaMuH yiles, HagesCh, YTO 3TO IPOCTO OH CJIUILIKOM MHOTO
nymaeT. Y beHO:KaMuHa CIOXKHUIIOCH BlieyaTiieHue, 4To Illemapa 4ero-to OT HEro X04er.
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Boiigsg Ha aTaxk cBoero odrca, beHmKaMyH CTaTKHABAETCS CO CBOel ceKpeTapiieir Teppu, KOTopas
mepefaeT eMy 3alKCKy CO CITUCKOM TeledOHHBIX 3BOHKOB, MMPOMNYIIIEHHEIX UM 3a BPeMs OTCYTCTBHUS.
910 OBlNIa MOJIOHAsi CTyIeHTKA, KOTOPas C TPYAOM CIIPABJIsIach C CAMBIMHU ITPOCTHIMHU 3alayaMu.
Teppu HanmomuHana bapbu u3 ManuOy u uMesa CKJIOHHOCTh KPacUTh HOTTH B paboyee BpeMs.
BenpXaMuHa 9T0 He TPOrajo, HO XOTeJI0Ch, YTOOH OHa X0Ts OBl He 3abbIBajia 0 ero Kode o yTpam.

benmxaMuu TMOTrPy3unJICA B CBOU MEBICJIH, IIJIAHUPYA OCTATOK OHA, a TeppH IIBITajIaCh €My 4YTO-TO
cka3artb. OH X0TeJ M03BOHUTE OCeHn BE€4YEPOM M Y3HATh, KaK UOYT IeJla B IIKOJIE.

OTKpBIB IBEPH B CBOM KabuHeT, beHmKaMUH 3aMeTHI, UTO Ha JUBaHe OTAbIXaeT MYyXK4YNHA, HeOPeKHO
NIOKypuBas curapeTy. beHmKaMuH moBopauyuBaeTcs u 6pocaeT B3rnsag Ha Teppu. OT 3ByKa
HETOPOIIJIUBOTO JIMCTaHUS XKYPHAJIOB U 3allaxa CUTapeTHOTo ObiMa beHaKaMUHy CTaHOBUTCS HE I10
cele.

"Teppu..."

"4 xe rosopui BaM, c3p. Ho BB cAenasny 3Ty Belllb... BH BCEr[a fejlaeTe 3TO, KOrfa 3aHATH", -
BEXKJIUBO CKa3an Teppu.

"M 4T0 XKe 9T0 Takoe?" cupocuil beHmoKaMyH, 3aWHTEPECOBABIIUCS.

"Korpa s meiTaloch Te0e YTO-TO CKa3aTh, a Thl KMBaeIllb I'0JI0BOM, KakK OYATO CIyllaellb, XOTS Ha
caMoM fiefie THl He ciymaels”. OHa ynbeiOHynach. "ThH leaellb 3TO IOCTOSHHO" .

BeHp:kaMUH TOJIBKO ¥ CMOT, YTO YIEOHYTHCS Y4€CTHOMY, HO TOUHOMY OTBETY CBO€H KyKOJIbHOMU
cekperapmu. OH MOBEPHYJICA U CKPHUICS B CBOEM KabuHeTe.

"¢l menaio TOYHO Tak Xke", - m0OaBUI 3araJOuYHBIN MyXK4YMHa, KOTrfa beHmKaMuH ofoies K CBOeMy
CTOJIy ¥ YCTPOUIICS TIOyHo0Hee.

"YeM MOr'y IIOMOYB?"

9TO MOJIOZKaBHIH [IZKEHTIIEMEH, YMCTO BRIOPUTHIM, C KPACUBOM T'YCTOM II€BETIOPOM, OfIETHIN B
npodeccroHanbHYI0, HO 60jIee TIOBCEAHEBHYIO ONEXKY.

CHUIIKOM CIIOKOUHEIN, YTOOKI OBITH IIOJIUIIEHCKUM.

"Her. 4 3mech, uToOs moMoub TebOe, bermxkamuH. 4 JleBu BucenTte. YacTHHIM meTeKTuB U3 Tayapc
Bannu", - 00bsicHuN BruceHTe, 3aTATUBAsCh CUTAPETON U MTyCKas ABIM II0 CTOPOHaM. "f OB OIU3KUM
ApyroM MUIIMHTTOHA, YeM-TO Bpofe ero TeHu. OH MHOTOMY MeHS Hay4ul..... OH OBbIJT XOPOIINM



YeJIOBEKOM 1 YePTOBCKHU XOPOIIHNM OEeTEeKTUBOM".

OH BCTaeT ¥ JOCTAeT U3 BHYTPEHHET0 KapMaHa IIjlallla yI0CTOBepeHue. BUCeHTe TOOXOOUT K
BeHgXaMUHy U MPOTSATUBAET UX EMY.

"$1 mpopaboTasl B TIONUIMK HECKOJIBKO JIET, IPEeXK/e YeM B3SJICS 3a 9Ty HeOObIIyio paboTy"”, -
nosiciun BucenTte. OH K/TafgeT BePUTENIbHEIE TPAMOTH Ha MECTO ¥ TYILIMT CUTApeTy B MeleNbHUIIe.
BuceHTe caguTCsi B KPECTIO HAITPOTHUB CTONIa BeHKaMuHa ¥ OTKUIBIBAETCS Ha CIMHKY, YCTPAUBasCh
noynoOHee.

"TloueMy THI OTKa3aJICs OT 3Ha4yKa? Thl He BHITJISOUIIL TaKUM CTapeiM?" cpocun benpxkaMusd. OH
BCeTfia MpefcTaBsin ce0e NeTeKTUBOB B 00pa3e MOXKHUJIIBIX, OBIBIINX MOJIUIIENCKUX B OTCTABKE, C
TIIJIOXUM TI0BefieHHueM, 0COOeHHO TeX, C KOTOPHIMU OH CTOJIKHYJICS BO BpeMs IIOMCKOB MUJITUHT TOHA.

"Komrmaps!". BucenTe ynelOHYICS, yOupas yOOCTOBepeHue B KapMaH KypTKu. "HerT, s1 XoTes ObITh caMm
cebe X03d1MHOM. Y MeHs OBIJIO YYBCTBO Iieu".

BenpXaMuH moctan u3 cTojia OyTHUIKY BUCKH. [1ociie TOro, YTO OH YBHUEN, EMY HYKHO OBIIO BBITUTH
yero-HuOynb Kpenkoro. "He XkenaeTe BHIIUATH?"

"Hert. Hert, crtacu00", - OTBETHII OH C HEKOTOPOU YOEKIEeHHOCThIO.

[To ero peakuuu beHmKaMuH OBICTPO IPUIIEN K BEIBOAY, UTO IPUYUHOM TOT0, UTO BuceHTe GosbIie
He YUCJIUTCA B NOJIULENCKOM JenapTaMeHTe Tayapc-Basnuy, aBiseTcd ankorosb. Ha nuije MyK4YuHBI
0TPa3uJIOCh OTBpAIleHNe K OMHOMY TOJIbKO IIPEJIOKEHUIO.

"Kak BaM 3T0 ymaetcsa?"
II'[_ITO?II

"BrITh caMoMy cebe HavyanbHUKOM? YyBCTBO LIe/IM, 0 KOTOPOM BHI TOBOPUIK?" BeHmKaMUH BO3pa3ul,
pexae YeM BHIIUTD.

"Ecnu 4ecTHO... He TaK yX IIJI0X0", - yneibaeTcs BuceHnTe, 3aTymuB curapety. OH 6pocaeT B3I/ Ha
Beumxamuna. "f nepeiny K meny. Twl 3aHSITOM 4eJIOBEK, @ MHE HYKHO OBITh Tie-TO psmoM. UTax,
MHe TI03BOHMJIAa Ballla CECTPa M paccKasana 0 cBoeM MyxKe. [Toxoxke, OH OBIJT TaK:Ke BallliM [eJI0BEIM
ITapTHEPOM..."

BenmxaMuH 3aKaTui rinasa. "M 4ro ke oHa cka3aia?"

"EQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO 51 XOTEJl YCIbIaTh. MUJIIMHTTOH paboTas Hafl AeJIoM O IIPOIaBIIeM YeJloBeKe
10 TOTO, KaK ero youmnu", - 3amaabyriBO OTBETUI BuceHTe. "HecTHO roBops, 51 He AyMalo, YTO KTO-TO B
papuyce cTa MUJIb IIPUKOCHETCS K 3TOMY Lemy".

"9T0 OBITIO CaMOyOUICTBO, S HyMan?"

"TloxkamyiicTa, cCaMOyOUMCTBO OBIIO He B €ro XapakTepe. MUIMHITOH OB TOHYEH U BCcerga MOT
BBIHIOXATh fesio! He roBops yzKe 0 TOM, YTO OH OB HEIIPAKTUKYIOIIAM KaTOJIUKOM... HO, UYEPT
BO3bMHU, 9TO y2Ke He BaxXKHO". BuCeHTe, He Tepsis BpeMeHH, CYHYTI B POT ellle OfHY CUrapeTy U
IPUKYPHUT ee. "f mymaro, UTO OH YTO-TO HaIlleJ, ¥ KTO-TO He 3aX0Tesl, YToOwl OH npoponxkarn! Ero
y6umu!"

BeHgxXaMuH KMBA€eT T'OJIOBOH U CMOTPHUT, KaK OBIM PAaCCEUBAETCA B BO3OYXE.



"Coxaneto. OH OBIJI... OB OTU3KUM ApPyroM", - mosicaun BucenTe. "YU s xoTes OB IPOAOIIXKUTD 9TO
neno".

"TIo3BONIbTE MHE yrafaTh. Bl 3meCh IOTOMY, YTO OHa OpraHu30Baja 3Ty BCcTpeuy? Tunuyuo, Marru...
KaxkoB roropap?" cupocun beHIXKaMuH.

Ha nune BucenTe mosiBunack HebombInas yneioka: "TIoToOMy 4TO 3TO OYeHb JIMYHOE AJIST MeHS meno. 4
BO3bMY IIOJIOBUHY".

"Xopormo. [Torosopute ¢ Teppy, ¥ OHa BEIIUIIET BaM 4YeK". cka3asl beHnxamuH. "Brl HauATH. HUTak,
Yyero Thl COOMpaeNIbCcss HayaTh?"

"Tw1 moOUIIL CBOIO cecTpy. [ToaToMy TH HaHKMMaelb MeHs. A Ha [IxXuMa TebGe HareBaTh, fa?"
BuceHnTe 3aKVHYJI HOTY Ha XKypHaJIbHEIY CTOJNUK. "[laBaii, IOPaBHANUCS CO MHOU".

BeHOXaMuH CIIBIIIUT CTYK B OOJIBIIKME OKHA 03aau ce0sl ¥ TOBOPAYMUBAETCS B KpPecye, YTOOh
nocMoTpeTh. He60 MyTHOe U U3BUIIUCTOE, KaK Pa3bsIPEHHOE T0JI3y4Yee CyIlecTBo. [JoXab mangasl
JIUBHEM, CO37]aBast TPOMKUM U HacTOWYUBHIM OapabaHHbIM 601. C TaKoi BEICOTH I'PO30BHIE TY4YHU
IIOTJIOLIAI0T CTPOEHUE, X OHO KaXKeTCSl He3HAUUTEJIbHBIM 10 CPaBHEHUIO C HUMHU.

OH cHOBa noBopauuBaeTcs K BuceHnTe. "PaHbIle MHe OBIJIO HE BCE PaBHO".
"Panpiie?"

"Ilo Toro, Kak OH 3a0paj Mou [eHbrd. BpoCuI MO0 CECTPY U MHITAJICS pPa3BaUuTh MO0 KOMIIaHUIO".
BenpxxaMuH 3acKpuren 3y6aMu Ipy MBICTIM O TOM, KaK OH pa3MaxeT KyJlak 1o nuny [[xkuma. ITa
MeuTa 4acTo [Iocelasna ero B Te4eHre Hefenu.

"TloxoxKe, mlefla UAYT HEIJI0X0. f MMelo B BUYy, UTO y TeOs Bce elre ecTh 0UC 371eCh, HaBepxy'".

"1 Koe-uTo mpuayMan". npocto oTBeTUN benmxkamuH. "Tak uTo XKejao Tebe yoayHoi 0XOTHL. I He
paccepxkych, €CNU TH IO3BOHUIIL MHE Yepe3 He[ellio U 0TKaxembcsa. Ho 4To-To MHe ITOfCKa3kBaeT,
YTO THL CJIUIIKOM YIIPAM IJIs 9TOro?"

"f mpuMy 9TO 3a KOMIITUMEHT". BuceHTe focTaeT u3 KapMaHa OJI0KHOT Ha criupanu. Ha HeM
HEMHOT0 3acoxieil KpoBu. "Ho y MeHs eCTh BOT 3T0. ITO KJIIOY K pa3rajike BCero gena'.

"t0 910?"

"BrokHOT MunnuHrrtona". BucenTe cka3an: "Ilonmuius HYA XpeHa He MOrJla U3 Hee ClesaTh, HO g
ayMato, 4To CMOTy".

" noyemy xe?"

"TloTOMY YTO OHU He 3HaJIK, KaKUM MTapaHouKoM Obul Munnuurtos. On nucan mudpom". BuceHnre
o0bsicHuA: "HeT, s mpOCTO NOJIKEeH 3allOMHUTh €TI0 KOIBl ¥ TO, KaK OH BCe YCTPOuI".

"A KaK Thl UX IOIy4us?"

"V MeHs ocTanuch 6IM3KKME APY3bs B HOMUIMK". BuceHTe ynapIOHYIICS, TOOHUMAsACh CO CBOETO MECTA.
"¢l BepHYCH Ha Clefyiollei Hefesie... CKaxeM, B TO ke BpeMd? [laTb BaM CBexXue HOBOCTU?"

BeHpKaMUH MOXKET TOJILKO YIRIOHYTHCS ¥ KUBHYTH TOJIOBOM B 3HAK 0000peHMsT aMOUIIUI MOJIOOOT0
yeJioBeKa. BUCEHTe TYIIUT CUTapeTy B Kyde OPYTrux, cobupasich yXoOuTh. BeHIKaMUH CMOTPUT Ha



3aMucKy, KOTopyio Teppu mepenan eMy paHee:

[To3BOHU CBOEI CecTpe --- Kak MOKHO CKopee

AMenus 3BOHUJIA  CETOMHS BeYEpPOM YKUHATH C TOAPYTOH.

Bce BCTpe4n OTMEHSIOTCS. --- KaK THl ¥ IIPOCHIL.

He 3abymb! V Ocenu [enb Poxpenus! B cnenyromem mMecsre! TTonyunte nogapok!

MozKHO MHe, IT0XKaJyiCTa, BLIXOJHOX Ha MTOHeeIbHUK? B 3T BEIXOOHbLIE Y HAC BeUuepUHKa!

BeHpXaMuH XUXUKAET Haf mocnenHel ¢hpa3oii, BRBIHUMAas Teae(oH U3 IMOACTAaBKYU 1 Habupas Kakue-
TO M}PH. BeHmKaMuH SPOCTHO TPET HOC, MBITAsICh U30ABUTHCS OT 3armaxa gbiMa. OH He To0us
curapeth Bucenre.

"TIpuBeT, - 60APHIM TOHOM CKa3ajia Marru.
"4l BCcTpeTun Balero gpyra..."
"O, metexTus BucenTe! OH JOBOJILHO CUMIIATUYHEIN, Ha?"

"¢l He 3Hal0." cKa3an beHmXKaMUH, 0TOBUTAsl CBOX CTYN K OKHY. "B mo00M ciiy4ae, IouyeMy ThI
CHayasa He IIOTOBOPUJI CO MHOH 00 sToM?"

"I[IoTOMy YTO THI CIMIIKOM 3aHAT, U 4 IogyMmall..."

"¢ mansAn ero. Tak 4To He 6ECIIOKOMCS 0 TOM, YTOOH yMOJIATL MeHs". BeHXKaMUH MOAHUMAaeT HOTH U
OTKHIbIBaeTCS Ha3al, HaOmofas 3a H0oXKAeM Mof ApyruM yrioM. OH 3aphidyall, yCIbIlaB ee
BOCXUTHUTENIbHOE XUXUKAHbe Ha APYrOM KOHIIE ITpoBofa. "THl TakKas OPSHB, Thl 3HAEIIb 00 3ToM?"

"3aTo 5 TBOsI MobuMasi cectpa'. OHa 3aBU3XKana.

"THl MOSI eIUHCTBEHHAs cecTpa. f xKayeio 00 3TOM C TOTO [HS, KaK THl POJUIach. [Io4eMy TH PEeIIu
TaK My4UTh MeHA?" BeHIKaMuH MOLIYTUI TeaTPaJIbHEIM TOHOM.

"9T0 moTOMY, YTO THI MOM OombIno ypoanuseil LlyT!" BockmukHyna Marru. "Ho T BeOb He
cepaulbCcs, mpaBga?”

"A 4gero THI BonHyembca? [loueMy TO, 4TO g Ha TeOs 3/110Ch, LOMKHO YTO-TO U3MEHUTH?"

"Hy, s mymalo, 3TO BCe paBHO He ImpomiuTcs fonro". OHa xuxukHyna. "Ho TH MoXKelh 00uKaThCs Ha
MeH{ 3a yIpsMCTBO?"

"¢l e obuxkarch Ha TeOs, cecTpeHKa. f mpocTo 06uxKawCh Ha Hallly MaTh 3a TO, YTO OHa IIpHHUMAJa
HapKOTHKHU, KOTfa TH Oblsla elre B yTpobe". beHaKaMuH 130 BCEX CUJI CTapaeTCs He PacCMeSThCS.

"¢l obuzKkaloCh Ha Hee 3a TO, UTO OHa Hallla Te0Os o[ MOCTOM TPOJLIel 1 ocTaBuia y cebsa!" OHa
UT'PUBO OTBETHIIA.

"JTro61t0 T€OsT, TOBHIOK. [IoroBOpHUM I03Ke".

"Tloka! 2Kona germuT!"
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KoMmMyHanbHBIN I'PY30BUK, TabapuTH ¥ BeC KOTOPOT0 3aMETHHI 110 TOMY, KaK OH ITOATIPHITUBAET Ha
o0ounHe, Pe3KO CBOpauMBaeT Ha YaCTHYIO JOPOTY U Pe3KO BHIKIIOUaeT paprl. TeMHEBIN, KYTKUH [IBET
aBTOMOOUIIS TIOAYEPKUBAIOT LIapalliHEl M BMSATHHBI, TOKPHIBAOLINE €TI0 TOOUTEIN Ky30B. [Py30BUK
OCTOPOKHO NPUONIMUKAETCS K JOMY B KOHIIe JOPOTH, CHUXKAs CKOPOCTh IO MUHUMYyMa, UTOOH €T0 He
3aMeTHUIN.

Or 03epa UCXOOUT BEJINYECTBEHHOE CUAHME - OTPaXKEeHNEe JIYHBEI MePIIaeT U KOJIBIIMIETCA Ha BOIe.
ABTOMOOUTE BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUJICS Y Kpad 3JIJIMHTa, OCTaBasCh CKPLITBIM OT IIOCTOPOHHUX I'Jia3,
KOTOpBII;I HaXO0OUJICA Ha 3HAYUTEJIbHOM PACCTOAHHHU OT €r0 TEKYIIETro MEeCTOIIOJIOKEHNA. Boputens
YMEHBUINII TPOMKOCTE PalliH, HE XKeJjlasd IIyMeTh U TPDEBOZKUTHL JOM.

['nmyOoKui 1 3710#1 LIETIOT pa3fgaeTcs CO CTOPOHH accaxupa. "OHa HyXKHa eMy KUBOH?"
"A pa3Be 5TO UMeeT 3HaueHue?" - 0TBe4YaeT BOJUTEIIb.

"Her... TOJIbKO He C He", - cKa3aJsl Apyroyd MyK4YKWHa, CUAEBIINN Ha 3a[lHEM CHIEeHbE aBTOMOOHJIS, ero
roJioc G5 OIOH cTpacTé. OH OBUHYJICS BIEpEe[, pa3MaXrBasi CBOUM OJECTSIIUM U 37100HEIM
caMoOfeIbHEIM TOIOpOM. EMy y2Ke JaBHO He TePIIeIoCh ero UCI0Ib30BaTh. "B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CMEPTh
IIPUXOOUT 3a BCceM".

JIyHHBIN CBET OCBEINAET UX JIHIIA.

Ha kaxpoM 13 HUX HafleTa rpo3Has MackKa-IIpoTes, a Iyia3a U31y4aT HEUCTOBYIO XaX Iy KPOBH.
CeropiHsI OHM BHIIIOHSIOT 3aflaHKe CBOETo X03snHa. OHM HECYT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a TO, UTOOHI OBITH
€ro IpaBoOy PYKOU CMEPTH.

W onu cramu u3bpaHHBIMHU.
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