BOHYCHI:IG KOPOTKHE UCTOPUHU

Kynunapseii onsiT Hedpu

— TocnionuH, IPUTOTOBJIEHUS K 00ey 3aBeplIeHkl, — cKa3ayna Hedu, u ee 6€I0CHEKHEIE BOJIOCH
3aKOJIBIXaIUCh B BO3AYXeE.

— [Tonsan, certyac nomoumy.

3araH 3aKphlI FPUMyap, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO YTO JIKCTAJ, ¥ BCTal. OH PeIIua BEPa3uTh CBOIO
611arogapHOCTh 3a MMPUTOTOBJIEHHYIO [JIST HETO eny yNbIOKOM, HO B UTOTe II0YYBCTBOBAJI JIUIIh JIETKYIO
TIOJABJIEHHOCTh BBUY TOTO, YTO HE MOT CHeJIaTh HUYEro, KpoMe KaK KUBHYTb C KMCIIHIM BHPaKeHUEeM
nuiia. Boiifis B CTOIOBYI0, OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO xJieb, Cyn U TJlaBHOe 6JII000 C TylleHoW OapaHUHOM yKe
CTOSIJIM Ha CTOJIE.

— Bay, cerogus o0eq BHITISOUT 0YEHb alllIEeTUTHHIM.

— 4 HeploCTOMHA TaKOM MOXBaJsibl, ['0CIOOWH, — maxke HECMOTPS Ha 6e33MolroHanbHOCTh Hedu, ee
OCTpPEeHbKHE VIIKY PafOCTHO 3aeprajuch OT KOMILIMMEHTa 3araHa.

— Ho Benp TH HUKOTa He ejla HAYero momobHoro npexnae, He Tak nu, Hepu? Kak tebe ymanoch
IIPUTOTOBUTH 3TO OO0 TaK XOPOIIO?

— HaswIBaTh 9T0 uAeanbHEIM HEMHOT0... — CMYIIEHHO CKUMas CBOM ¢apTyk, mpobopmortana Hedu.
— MHe HUKOTZa He [laBajiy [T0ECTh, HO IIOPyYajIy ITOMOTraTh Ha KyxXHe.

— Ax, mony4aeTcsi, TH y2Ke TOTOBUJIA YTO-TO IIOHO0OHOE paHbIIIe?

— Her, MmHe pa3peniaiaun JIUINb YUCTHUTH OBOIIIH.

— ITa?.. Kak Torga 3To moMorio Tebe HayduThCst TOTOBUTH?

3araH CKJIOHMII T0JI0BY HaOoK, a Hedu B To ke BpeMs cxKajla KyJlayKy ¥ CEpbe3HO OTBETHIIA:

— HY... 4 Bcerpa BHUMATEJIBHO Ha6mo;1ana 3a IIPOUCXOOAIIAM.

— ITox HabIomeHWeM TH ITOfIpa3yMeBaelllb I1aru, HeoOX0AUMEbIe [JI ITPUTOTOBIEHUS E/bI?..

— W 370 TOXKeE, HO S UMEIO B BUAOY... MHTPEOUEHTHEI.



Ha mMrHOBeHue 3araHy ImOKa3aja0Ch, UTO OHA HIyTUT, HO Hedu Gbisla COBEPINEHHO Cephe3Ha.

— bniofia, 4TO OHM TOTOBHIIM B 3TUX I'OPIIOYKAX, BCETHA YAUBUTEIHHO MTaX/IH, KOTrMa B HUX N00aBIIsIIu
crenuu. M mockomnbKy 1o 60biielt yacTu s Oblla 04eHb rojiofHa... Hy, Bo BCSIKOM ciy4ae, 3TO OBIIO
6011bHO. BOT MOYeMy B KOHEYUHOM HTOTE 5 3aTIOMHHUJIA, KaK TOTOBUTE, TI0Ka C TOCKOW HabIrogana 3a
HUMH.

— A OHU He 3JIUIUCH Ha TeOs 3a 3T0?

— 3NUIUCH, IIO3TOMY 4 BCeTrada Habsogana 3a HUMHU qepes 1iejib B IBEPH.

3araH MOMBITAJICS IPENCTaBUThL cebe 9Ty 6eCCTPAIHYIO AEBYIIKY, MOATISOBBAOIIYIO Yepe3 Ielb B
neepu. [To ero MHeHHI0, Hedu BCsKui pas, KOTa ee ra3a BCTPeYaIuCh C TJla3aMy YejioBeKa, Ha
KOTOPOT'0 OHA CMOTpeJla, HECOMHEHHO, B3AparuBasa oT crpaxa. OmHa TOJIBKO OOHA MHICITh 00 9TOM
3aCTaBUJIa €ro MOAyMaTh, YTO €r0 JINIO BOT-BOT PACIIIBIBETCS OT PAgOCTH.

— locnoguH, moxarnyicra, He CMEUTECE.

— Her, 5 BOBCe He CMeIOCE. Cnymafl, gaBau IIPOCTO HAYHEM €CTh.

B ToT nenb 3aran u Hedu cumenu psmoM, cKuMas B pyKax JIOKKH.

[ITacTumb ¥ TPU 3a00TIHUBHIX PHIIAPS

— 4, Cesro#t Pritiaps IllacTunib JIUTKBUCT... XOTS BBl MOXKeTe OBITh BO3MYIIEHE TEM, YTO CPaXKaeTech
107l Ha4aJIOM TOT'0, KTO YOUJI CBOMX ITOMUYMHEHHHBIX IIPSIMO Y HUX Ha T'J1a3ax, s Oyay Bo3jaraTh Ha Bac
OoJblIe HAMeXKIH, IXKEeHT/IbMEHEI.

Tpu CBSTHIX PrIllaps B pacliBeTe CHUJI BEICTPOUTUCH nepen [lacTumb, KOraa OHa IOBHICUIA FaTaHTHEINA
rosioc co CBSIIIEHHKIM Me4YOM B pykKe. bykBanbHO Ha mHSX [lacTuib moTepsiiaa CBOUX MOIUYMHEHHBIX B
pe3yibTaTe HEKOETo MHIIMAEHTa, TaK YTO 9TH JIIOHU, CTOSIINE TTepel Heil, ObITu BRIOPaHbI 7T UX
3aMeHbl. OTHAKO OHM IIPOCTO IIOKadasIy rojioBaMu, OYATO YCIBIIIAIN HEUTO HeBPa3yMUTEBHOE.

— M= cpaxkaeMcs of HadajoM JIeBel CBAMEHHOTO Meda. IT0 HeOORIKHOBEHHAS YeCTh, TaK KTO XKe
B 3[paBOM yMe OymeT BEIpaxKaTh HeTOBOILCTBO?

— ...HeT HrKaKo} HeoOXOOMMOCTH OKa3hiBaTh MHE TAKOe yBakeHue. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, S HECY
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a UX CMEPTh.



— Jlegu ITactunb, Mel CBSITHE PHIlIapu. ITO IpaBaa, 04eHb O0IBHO TEPSITh CBOMX TOBAPHUILEHN, HO
KaX[bIM U3 HaC yKe PelIns PUCKHYTh CBOEU KU3HbI0. Bu OeByIIKHU, KOTOPAs M0 BO3PACTy TOOUTCS
MHE B IOUYEPHU U [ejlaeT TaKOe YHBIIOe BhIpakKeHue JIulla, JaBUT Ha MOe CepHlLie ellle CUIbHee,
yBepsAI0 Bac. AX, ITOXKaJIyUCTa, IPUCaKUBAUTECh.

[lacTtuns cena, He 3agyMbIBasiCh O TOM, UTO €il IOAOABUHYIU CTYIL.

— OH coBepIlIeHHO ITpaB. Mel He OyeM MPocuTh Bac 3a0bITh 0 HUX, HO BaM He HYKHO HECTH 3TO
TsKesoe OpeMs B OMMHOYKY. AX, MBI TPUTOTOBUTK Yail. He xoTesu 661 Bel ero monpo6oBaTh?

— M-Mwmwm... [Toxkany¥, He 0TKaXycCb.

— Kpowme Tor0, 3TOT TOPT OYEHb NOMYyIsipeH B ropofe. [loxkanylcTa, HaclaXaauTech UM BIOBOJIb.

— Cmacwubo... A? TopTt? Heyxenu cefiyac meiCTBUTENIBHO OOXOMASIIEe BpeMs?

— A Brl He Morniu OBl CKPECTUTH HOTH, ITOKa JIepKHUTe JamKy? [la, UMeHHO Tak.

[lacTune OIpOCTO IJIbJIa II0 TEYEHHUIO U [erajia TO, YTO OHU FOBOPUJIM, ¥ 3TO 3aCTaBJIAJIO0 TPeX
CBaTeIX PrIllapeil CMOTPETh Ha Hee C HeXKHOCTBIO U yiel0KoM. Y TyT [llacTunib BHE3aMHO MPHUIIIa B
ce0s:

— BBL... BB 4TO, BCe TpOe HAO MHOU U3[eBaeTech?

— Boxe ynacu! Jlegu Ilactumns fjid Hac Kak f04b!

— B camowm pene. [TocKonIbKY TH €IMHCTBEHHAS XKeHIIUHA cpenu CBATHIX Phillapei, HAIl OO -
BBIKA3hIBaTh Tebe Ty 1000Bb, YTO MBI IIPOSIBUIK OBl K loUepH, ciayxka Tebe, Jlegu [IlacTums.

— Tak BOT Kak 3T0 paboTaert?..

CnoBa C YUCTHIMM HaMepPeHUSIMHU, KOTOPBIe OHU I'OBOPUIIHN, KaKUM-TO 00pa3om o6manynu IllacTuins,
3aCTaBUB ITIOBEPUTH, UTO OHU TOBOPST IIPaBAy.

— Her, momozxknuTe, 9TO MOBOIBHO CTPAHHO, HEe Tak nu?! f Bemp Balll cTapInuil oduiiep, BEpHO?!

— Hert noBofoB aist 6ecriokoicTBa. B 0011eCTBEHHOM MeCTe MBI, eCTECTBEHHO, Oy[IeM CIIyKUTh Bam
0e3monBHEIME IuTaMu, Jlenu IlacTumne.

— IIpo6nema He B 3TOM!



CBsITHIE PBII_IapI/I IIOYYBCTBOBAJIY, KdK HX JIMIIA PA3MAKIIK, KOT'Id OHU YBUOEJIH, 9YTO [ITacTumIb BOT-BOT
PpacIia4yeTcs.

Ona He YyBCTBOBAJla HA MaJleHIIero YBaXEHU, 0OBIYHO MCITHITHIBAEMOTO K CBOEMY HAa4aJIbHUKY, HO
IIOKa OHHM OPAa3HUIIU €€, [ITacTunb CHOBA CMOTIa y'JIbI6aTbCE[, KaK U PaHBIIIE.

HapstkaeMmcst BMecTe ¢ MaHy3JII0M.

— ITo6po moxkanmoBaTh B Halll Mara3uH! [Tpoxonu, Hedwu!

Manyarna Beceso no3gopoBanack ¢ Hedu, Korga Ta Boiina B Mara3uH OfeXObl. ITO OBIJIO MECTO, B
KOTOPOM IIPOZIaBajioCh BCE: OT IOBCEOHEBHOW OEKOHl N0 CHaPSXKEHUS IJIs UCKaTelen
npukmouenui. Hegu Kak pa3 3axofuia Ha JHSX, HO TOTMa OHA 3a0blyla KOe-4TO KynuTh. UMeHHO
IIOTOMY OHA ¥ IIPUIIJIA, HO ee YTalllujIu BrIyO0b MarasuHa ele 40 TOro, Kak OHa ycIesna 00bsICHUTD
3TOT (hakKT.

— OMM, CerogHs s...

— 4 Bce noHsNTa, HE BONHYMCS. Y TeOs, HaBepHOe, HET HUKAKOM MKXKaMbl, BEPHO? B IMPOIIIEIY pa3 Th
HUYEero He KyInia, Tak 4YTO S [OfyMaJsia, YTO BCKOpe THl HaBefaellbCs KO MHe.

Hedu ynuBneHHO ycTaBuaach Ha MaHyaJITy, TOCKOJIBKY €€ oragka OTHOCUTEIBHO MJITaHUPYeMOon
TIOKYTIKY OKa3aslach BepHa. HecMoTpst Ha 9TO, HU OOWH JTUIIEBON MyCKyn Hedu He mporHys, 4To B
oTIpeqieIEHHOM CMBICIIe BIedaTisio. Korga ee moBenu [0 IPUMEPOYHOM, OHA MOHSJIA, YTO [JId Hee
yKe ITPUTOTOBJIEHA Lielasl TUHEeNKa HOUHOM OfeXIHl.

— Xex... Ceropmnst s1 cobruparochk ogeTh Tebsi BO BCe Hapsigbl, YTO ¥ MEHS TOJIBKO €CTh, XOPOIIO?

— VX, OBITH MOXKET, IIpUYKHa, II0 KOTOpOI7I Brr He cka3zanu, 4To g 3a0blIa KYIIUTh 3TO HA OHAX,
3dK/II049a€eTCA B...

— Hy na. Bygp Barm xo3guH ¢ BaMu, OH He 103B0JIuI Obl MHE 3aCTaBUTh Bac MpUMEPHUTDH YTO-HUOYOb
HETIPUJINYHOe, He TaK u?

— MHe oueHb Xajb. I Koe-uTo 3abkla, TaK YTO MHE CIeOyeT HeMeIJIeHHO BePHYThCS.

MaHyanma Kpemko cxasa 3aTelIoK Hedwu, Korga Ta momnstaaach yoexarTs.

— Hy-Hy, TBOIi X035IUH ONpefie/ieHHO O6yIeT B BOCTOPre, IOHUMaellb?



OTH HEeOXHJAaHHBIE CJI0BA, HECOMHEHHO, B3BOJIHOBaMK cepate Hedu. U TyT ke, BOCIIOIH30BABIIKCH
3TOM CEKYHIHOM 3aMUHKOM, MaHy3Jj1a 3aKphljla IBEPh B IPUMEPOYHYIO.

— Bo-nepBeIX, 3TO0 IIpo3paydHoe Hernuxe! [IogoiTy TH K HEMY B 3TOM, faXe TBOM X03guH OyneT
CpaXeH OJHUM yIapoM, IOHMMaelb?

— IMM... 3... 3Ta OfieXKMa... faxKe He CITyKHUT B POJIU HUKHETO Oenbs?..

— XMM, Tak ThI XOUelllb YTO-TO Oojiee IIoxXoxkee Ha HuXKHee Oesnbe, a? Torga... Kak Hac4eT 9TOro
TI0sICa IJIS YYJIOK ¥ HUKHET0 Oeshsa?

— OT0... IEeUCTBUTEIbHO TO... B YeM MOXKHO CIIaTh?..

Manyoanna pa3ngena Hedu u mepeonena ee TakuMu OBICTPHIME [IBUKEHUSIMHE, YTO ITOCTEOHSST HE
CMOTJIa YCIeOUTh 32 HUMU CBOMMHU T'Ta3aMu. Ee yKacarlasi CKOpOCThb 3acTaBuila Hedu yCOMHUTBCS,
He 3aMelllaHa JIM TYT KaKas-TO HeIOHsSTHas Marus. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, yBuneB, Kak Hedu ymana Ha
KOJIEHW ¥ B3[I0XHYJa, MaHy93//1a BEIKa3aia YOUBIIEHHE.

— 3TO OTHOCHUTCS U K TBOEMY X0354KMHY, HO ThI Bellb COBCEM HEOIIBITHA, 4, He(l)I/I7

OrmycTuB 9T0 3aMedaHye, OHa XJIONHYJIA B 1afomy, OyATO TOIBKO YTO pUAyMasia KaKyo-To
HEXOPOIIYIO MyTKY.

— A 4TO, ecyu TH CHEJaellb I HEro He4To momgo0Hoe?

— TrI ©MeenIs B BUNY... UCIIOJIb30BATE CBOM KOJIEHU KAdK HOIIYH.IKY?

— Ara! JI7sg Bac gBOMX YTO-TO IIPOCTEHBbKOE OBIIO OBl TYYIINM BapHaHTOM.

— ...Ecnu y MeHs korpa-Hubynp 6yoeT Takas BO3MOKHOCTG... 51 MOPo6yIo 9TO CHeaTh.

Bompeku oxupanusm Hedu, sTa BO3MOXKHOCTD IIPEACTAaBUIACh TOPA3[0 PaHbIIe, YeM OHa
npefrmosarasna, Ho 3TO y2Ke COBCEM Apyras UCTOPHUSI.

HeoxunanHas BCTpeYa C NYIMUCTHIM CYIIECTBOM

— ['ocnonuH, 3Mech Kakoe-TO HeU3BEeCTHOe CyHieCTBO.



XO0TsI OHa ¥ TOBOPUJIa MOHOTOHHALIM I'0JIOCOM, KOHYMKHU 3a0CTPEHHEBIX yIileK Hedu OBITH OmyIIeHb!
BHU3. KaxeTcsl, OHa HamyraHa.

— Kakoe cymecTtBo?

MecCTHOCTh BOKPYT 3aMKa 3araHa Ha3bBanach JlecoM 3aTepsHHBIX, U BpeMs OT BpeMEHH TaM
TIOSIBJISITTUCH MOHCTPHL. XOTh OHM ¥ OBITA JOBOJILHO CJTAOBIMU, HO CYIIECTBY# BEPOSITHOCTb TOTO, YTO
onu HaBpenaT Hedu, ux Heo6xonumo OBITI0 YHUYTOXKUTD. 3araH paclaxHysl CBOI0 MaHTHIO U TTOMOIIEN
K Hedwu, ogHako...

— Yro 3a... Pa3Be 310 He KoT? CKOpee Bcero, 6poassyuil, 4TO 3a0IyauIICs B JIecCy.

— A... KOT?..

OcMOoTpeB CyIecTBo, 0 KOTOPOM OHa FOBOPHUIIa, 3araH ONpPefeIuI B HeM KOTEHKa TOTO Xe IIBeTa, 4TO
1 BoJniocel Hedu.

— A, ut0 Takoe? Thl BIIEPBHIE YBUIENA TOOOOHOE CYIIECTBO?

— Jla. B HopmeHe Takux XXHBOTHHIX He OBIJIO.

— Kok 3mech IBASI0TCS JOMAIIHUMU XKUBOTHBEIMU. CTOUT TONBKO UX HEXKHO IIOTJIaAuTh, 1 OHHU
6BICTpO IIPUBAXKYTCA K Te6e, 4YTO U IIPHUBJIEKAET mopen. K TOMY XK€ OHH COBEPIIEHHO 6e33pengI KakK
OJIs 9eJIOBEeKa, TaK U OJId OPYTUX XKHUBOTHEIX.

Korpma 3aran momeiTasics IOTIafuTh KOTEHKA 110 TOJI0BE, TOT 3alllUIeN Ha Hero u y6exar, qa0st
CIpSITaThCs 3a cuuHy Hedwu.

— Arx... AX THI napiuBerr!..

«Kak TH CMeelllb OTBEPraTh MOHU HpI/IKOCHOBeHI/IH?!»

3araH 3ackpexeTas 3y0aMu, ero I'1a3a HaJuIuCh KPOBBIO OT SIPOCTH, KOTla KOTEHOK y0exKaJ oT
Hero. 3aTeM Hedu poOKo B3s1a KOTeHKa Ha PYKH ¥ HEKHO IIOTJIainiia ero 10 IIePCTKeE.

— OH Takoil MATKUM, — He BbIpaXKas HUKaKUX SMOLUM, cCKa3ana Hedu, XoTs ee yIIKM ApOXKaIH,
OynTo O6bl OHa Oblyta T7TyOOKO B3BOJTHOBaHA. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, IEBYIIKA MPOTSHYJIa KOTEHKA 3araHy.

— BozpMurte ero, 'ocnoguH.

— Her, He To 4TOOH! 5T JEMCTBUTENILHO XOTEJI IMOTJIAUTh €T0 UJIK YTO-TO B 9TOM Pofe... Brpouen,



HEeBaXHO...

On YZ&Ke He 3Hall, KTO KOro y4ui, HO 3araH Bce PaBHO IIOIIBITAJICA IIOIJIaAUTh KOTEHKA II0 I'OJIOBE. Ha
9TOT Pa3, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO TOT IIPHUBEIK K 3araHy, TIOCKOJIBKY HE€ IIBITAJICS y'6e}KaTb.

— ...JlToraTtHo. OH ¥ BIpaBOy MATKUY, Ha?

— W npaBga. K TomMy Ke OH TaKOW MUJIBIU.

«Ho TH ropas3nmo Muiee», - 1o KpafIHefI Mepe, TakK X0TeJl CKa3aTh 3araH, HO HE CMOT IIPON3HECTHU
HACTOJIBKO POMaHTHU4YE€CKHE CJIOBA.

W moatomy 3araH mpocTo IPOHOIKall CMOTPETh Ha YIIKU Hedwu, 4To CYaCTIUBO MOJpAruBasiy, Korma
OH fefaj BUJ, YTO eMy HPaBUTCS TJIagUTh KOTEHKA.
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