— II-moromu cexkyuny. ITapato... 4 magato! — npoxpuneina ['pemopu. C camoro yrpa oHa Oblsia B
o0/1Ke CTapyxu.

3araH ¥ Opyrue paccekanu Hebeca Ha cruHe fipakoHa. [Iefi3ax IJIaBHO CMEHSJICS C ABUKEHUEM
001akoB. TOIBKO TTEepen HUMU PACCTUIIAJICS JIeC, KakK Yepe3 MIHOBEHHME OH CMEHSIJICS MyCTHIHEH,
4yTOOBI CJTEIOM ITOKa3aJsICs 3aBOPaKMBAIOLINN KaHa.

— Mucc I'pemopu, ¢ BaMu BCe XOPOII0? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO cripocuna Hedwu.

— Kxe-xee-xee, BHI, 371G, TOBOJILHO HOOpOCEpHeYHEIe CyiecTBa! M-M-M, Kak NMpUsTHO. 4 B
nopsfKe... AX, HET, II0X0Xe, YTO He OUEHb.

3araH B3[OXHYJI, CMUPHUBIINCE C Cyb0OM, CxBaTUI 6abKy, TOTOBYIO IIOTEPSATH CO3HaHUE B JII000M
MOMEHT, 32 BOPOTHHUK ¥ MOATSHYJ 00PaTHO.

KpaCI/IBaﬂ 3€eJIeHad NPaKOHKWXa ITIOBEPHYJIA I'OJIOBY Ha3ald X ITIOCMOTPEIIa Ha CUOANIINX AHTAPHBIMU
T'Jla3aMu.

— MoxeT... MHe JIeTeTh moMeneHHee? — pasmascs ronoc ®omn. Ee uctTuHHOM GopMOH OB
3eJIeHbIN APAKOH C MePhIMH, TOX0XKKUMHU Ha ITHYbH. HecMoTpss HeGoIbIe pa3Mepsl, OHAa BCe eIre
Orlna 00JIbINIe, YeM KapeTa, a e[IBa PacIpaBUB KPHUIbS BEIPOCa OBl 0 HEOOJIBIIOr0 JOMHUKA.

JleB, INBIByIIMM CKBO3b HeOeca, mpuONIu3uics K KOHUYUKy Hoca o, Ito 661 Kumapuc.

— He crout. Mucc I'pemMopu mpocTo O0UTCS BEICOTHL. [laXKe eC/Iu Thl 3aMeJINIIbCS, HUYero He
M3MEHUTCS.

— Bot kak? — ®ony ycTpeMusia B30p BIepe[l, TOUYHO IIOTEPSB BCAKUN UHTEPEC K CTapyXe, [OCJie Yero
elre ¥ YCKOPHUIach.

— Nununuunununa!

— Ecnu TH cobupanack YCTPOUTE TaKylo IIyMUXY, TO Tebe cTouIo moexaTh Ha Kumapuce, — ¢
oMep3eHreM II0CMOTpel 3aral Ha ['peMopy, BU3XKallyIo IPSMO Hafl YXOM.

Ou cupen nocepenune ®omnmn, Hedu Orina creBa, a 'pemopu cipaBa. Korma cumel cumeTsb
CaMOCTOSITEJIHO ITOKUHYIN Yaponelky, 3arad cTajl fepXaTh ee 3a 3arpuBoK. Bmecte ¢ ®omnn u
KumaprcoMm B yTellecTBHE UX OTIPABUIIOCE IISITEPO.

3araH mpefCTaBIIsAN 3TO CEMEHHOM T0e30KO0M BMeCTe C HeBECTOU U [ouephio, HO ['peMopu Havala
BOpYATh, TOKA OH He B3sJI ee ¢ coboi. brnaromaps eit mpucoequuuics u Kumapuc.



— 9T0 OECCMBICIIEHHO, C3ap 3araH. Koneuno, g YBEDPEH B CcBOeu CKOPOCTH, HO TOJIBKO €CJIX 4 CaM II0
cebe. Crioco6HOCTE negu o IIePEeBO3UTH IMaCCaXKHUPOB MHOTOKPATHO ITPEBOCXOOUT MOIO.

CkopocTs noseta ®osn Obisia omenoMisioniei. [IyTh, KOTOPEIY y 0OBIYHOM ITOBO3KH C JIOIIaAbI0
3aHUMaJ TP OHS, OHA MpoJjIeTesa 3a Beuep. Bumumo, TOTbKO IPaKOHBEI MOTJIU JIETATh C TAKOMU
OBICTPOTOM, IPU 3TOM TIEPEBO34 TIOHEH.

— 4 moHuMalo, HO pa3Be He CcTajo OBl Iy4llle, IPUMHU OHa MOJIOAYI0 hopmy?

Ee TPSACIIO KaK OCHHOBHIM TUCT. XOTh Mard ¥ MOTJIX YIIPABJIATE CBOUMHU (1)I/I3I/I‘-IeCKI/IMI/I
BO3MOZXKHOCTSIMH, CTapPEIOIllee TEJIO0 BCE XKe 6pano cBoe. EcTeCcTBEHHO, MOJIOIEIE OBLIIM BEIHOCJIHBEE.

— Jta popMa caMasi JieTKasi, CIABIIIUIIL?! Y KeHIIUHb 00JIbIle CHJI, YeM y AEeBYLIKH, TOHATHO?! Ecu
g Oyny TsaxKesee, TO U noneT OyneT TpynHee! — I'peMopu nsnuiachk Ha 3araHa, roToBast
pacmaakaThCs OT €T0 CJIOB.

— Bce-Taku... 5 mojevyy noMenieHHEN.

OcTaBnissi B CTOPOHE BOIIPOC, V KOTO 3Ke OO0JIbIlle CHIJI, T0X0XKe, OHA MEITajlaCh YMEHbBIIUTh HAarPy3Ky
Ha QoI B CBOEH MaHepe. 3aMeTHUB YTO-TO CTOJIb 04eBUAHOe, PO HaMepeHHO 3aMeInIach.

— [Touemy ke TBH TaK HACTOUYMBO XOTeJIa IOUTU C HAMU?.. — CIIPOCHUJI 03alauyeHHBIN 3araH.

— Kxe-xee, moueMy, Tl JyMaelllb, 5 CIEOYI0 3a BaMU U IPUCTyxKuBai? OU4eBUOHO, B 3TO BpeMs A
MOTY M3y4aTh IPAaKOHOB U 371b(POB CKOIBKO YyrogHO. Tak 4TO eC/Ii 3T [ABOE UAYT, TO MHE HET CMhIC/Ia
ocTaBa... Munnnua?!

I'pemopu OblyTa YapoOmeNKoM, U3ydalollel OMHOBPEMEHHO MIPOCTYI0 U BCE JKe TSKEIYIO s
TIOHMMAaHUS pUpoay 6eccMepTHsi, TakK YTO, ECTECTBEHHO, OHA IT0JI0OKMIIa T'Jla3 Ha packl Bpofe 371b(oB
1 IPAKOHOB, 00/IaJaBIINX BEYHOM MOJIOJOCTRIO. M, MOX0XkKe, OHA OTIPABWIACh C HUMHU, JA0BI
HabmomaTs 3a Hedu u don.

B KaKOM-TO CMEICITIE MBI IOX0KK. MHE Hago IIPOZKUTE OOJITYIO 2KN3Hb.

2Ku3Hb 00BIYHOTO YeJIoBeKa CIIUIIKOM CKOpoTeuHa. Ecnu 3aran xo4eT mocrapeTsh BMecTe ¢ Hedu u
®on, eMy Halo 3HAYUTENBHO IPOAJIUTH XKU3Hb. B TaKOM ciiydae ucciaenoBanus ['peMopu oKa3aluch
OBl /151 HETO TOJIE3HEIMY, U Y HET0 He OBIIO IIPUYMH I1JI0X0 00palaThcs ¢ Yapoaenkon. OgHakKo...

— Ho gT0 KacaeTcs m00BY K HUM, S HOJKHA IPU3HATh, YTO THL B 3TOM IIpeycres. TeM He MeHee, C
MO€eU TOUKHU 3peHus1, Tebe IPeICTOUT IPOUTH JINHHBIMA yTh. [JpakoHH U 371b(dbI 00/1aal0T OTPOMHOM
CUJIOH, HO JIIO[Y, HAIIDOTUB, OYEeHb HEXHEIE CYIEeCTBa, ClIe[0BaTeNbHO. ..



YTo OHa UMeeT B BULY O] «IPEYCIemn»?..

Bo BpeMst 9TO¥ peyr OH CMOTPEe Ha Hee Pa3mpazKeHHEIM B3TJISIA0M, ¥, BO3MOXKHO 3aMETHB 3T0, OHA
ITIOCMOTpeJIa B OTBET.

— Yro Takoe? IToxoxe, Tebe eCTh UTO CKa3aTh, MOU JOpPOroi Bragwika [leMOHOB.

— Kro 3HaeT... — 3araH moxarl 1je4aMu, HO, BOTIPEKH OXKUAaHUIM, [ peMopu II0CMOTpesia Ha Hero
CO BCeM Cephe3HOCTRIO.

— IMocnymai, TOCIIOAKH, CJI0Ba MOETo HacTaBHUKA: «Eciu xKemaelrs 6ecCMepTHsi, TO MOKEIITh
JIUIMIUTHECHA «JII000BHOU CUMIELI». [IOHATHO?

— JI-mo60BHOM... YT0? — OH HUKOTMIa He CIIBIIIA HUYero Mofgo6HOro, a IOTOMY He TIOBEPUJT CBOUM
ymam.

— 41 ckazana «mo0oBHAs cuna». MBI, Mar#, yXe o0/1aflaeM BEYHOM MOJIOHOCTEIO. ECu MBI
CTPEMMMCS BBIUTH 3@ IIPeessl B TOMCKAX BeYHOM XKU3HU, TO HEBAXKHO, HACKOJIBKO MBI ITPeaHbI
HAIIIUM HCCJIeIOBAHUSIM, B KOHIIE Hac OymeT XKOaTh JIUIIL CKyKa. M Korma 3To Mpou30MIeT, Ta YTOMHUS,
K KOTOPOM MBI CTPEMUJINCE, IIPEBPATUTCS B BEUHYIO TIOPHMY.

3araH He MOT IIPOCTO PACCMESThCS U3-3a 9TUX CJIOB, IIOCKOJIBKY 3BydYasld OHU IIpaBauBo. [locre
KOPOTKOM May3sl 'peMopH MpofoIKIIa:

— EpuHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKET HU3JIEYUTh Ybe-TO OJUHOYECTBO — 3TO BO3MOXKHOCTE IIOJIIOOUTEL KOT0-TO,
KpoMe ce0si. B3rnsHu-Ka Ha HEIHEITHUX Brnagsk [1eMoHOB. M3-3a TOTO, YTO OHU HE MOTYT
MCII0/Th30BaTh CULY 100BU, OHU U COBEPINAIOT CTOJIb TJTyTIble MTOCTYNKHU, Kak budponc. M moatomy ero
anbduiiKa 6€CIIOMOIIHO XKaTKasi.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, KaK pacIIbIBYaTO 9TO 3By4aso, 3araH He MOT OTPHUIATh ee CJIOB.

— ...Bugumo, OOJBITMHCTBO JII0eH He YMPYT OT OMMHOYECTBA, HO ¥ KUTh CUACT/IUBO Y HUX TOXKE HE
BLIAOET.

9Tu cnoBa ObUIM CKa3aHBI My, KOT[ja OH STOUCTUYHO TIHITAJICS AepKaTh AucTaHuuio ¢ Hedu. Teneps,
KOTZla OH TOBTOPM uXx Ang ['pemopy, yimku Hedu 3acTeHUNBO OEPHYIIUCE.

— 3HauwuT, BH IIOMHHATE, MacTep 3araH.

— Koneuno. Tr OyMa€ellb, OBl MocMes1 3a0hITh CJIOBA, KOTOPBIMHU MEI 00OMEHSIJTUChH?



He(l)I/I CKa3aJia, 4YTo X04YeT OBITh Ha ero CTOpPOHE OaXe II0CJIe TOT0, KaK OH €€ 6POCI/IJ'I. Torpma oH
OelCTBUTEIBHO IIOBEPHII, 4TO OBIT CITaCeH OT BEYHOTO OMHOYECTBA €€ CJIOBAMH. Bnaronapﬂ 9TOMY
3araH OCO3HaJI, YTO JIIOAY He CIIOCOOHEI JKUTh B OIWHOYKY. KoHeuHO, 4eToBeK MOXKET IIOCTOATh 3a
cebs1, HO He IIPO2KUTH IIOJTHOIIEHHYIO JKU3Hb.

— 910 CMyliaerT... — He(l)I/I XO0TeJIOCh 3aKPHITh JIMIIO PYKaMH, HO OHa KPEIIKO JepP2KaldChk 3a JPdKOHa.
Tak 4T0 BMECTO 3TOr0 OHa 3apPbIIaCh JIMIIOM B MAaHTHUIO 3araHa.

— M-M-M, OTNIMYHAS cua JTo0Bu! — oTMeTuma ['peMopu Kak Ovl XBasst 3araHa.

qume OBI 30€eChb OBIIIHA TOJIBKO MBI BTPOEM, KaK CEMBAI...

Crapyxa X0oTb 1 OblJIa IIyMHOM ¥ pa3apazkalolleli, Ho BCe Ke 3araH He MOT BHIKHHYTh ee IIPSIMO B
BO3[IyXe€.

Tak TpyIilla IIPOJOJIZKUIIa IIyTEeIIeCTBHE, ITIOKa He CTAaJI0 CMEPKATHCA U HE IOKA3aJINCh T'OPHI,
IIOKPEITEIE CHETOM.

— M=l mouTy Ha MecTe. Kak TONbKO mepecedyeM ropel, 6ymem B Hopaene.

910 OBIIO MeCTO, HAIIOJTHEHHO€ y2KAaCHBEIMH BOCIIOMUHAHUAMU OETCTBA He(l)I/I, " BCe XK€ OHHU
MIPOOOIIZKUIIA IIYTh Tydad, D€ OHA BBEIPOCIIA.

Hepeu HUMHU PACKUHYIICS TEMHBLIH Jiec, KOTha OHHU IepeceKkyin 3aCHEXKEHHEIE T'OPEI. OH He OBITI CTOJIh
XKYTKHM, KdK TOT, 9YTO OKPYyZ&KaJl 3aMOK 3araHa, HO K3-3a IIJIOTHO IIpuneraBIiuX OPyT K OPYTy XBOWHBIX
OEPEBLEB JIEC OB TeMHBIM. XOTh OH U paciojiarajiCd Ha 0O0JIBIIION BEICOTE OJIM3 3aCHEXKEHHBIX T'Op, Ha
JEPEBLAX BCE €lIlle POCIIN JINCThA.

T'oBopumy, 9YTO B 3TOM JieCy HaXOOuIach CKphiTas fepeBHS 31b(G0B. Tyaa He MOMacThb C BO3AYXa,
II03TOMY 3araH M OCTaJIbHBIE IPOOOIIXKHUIIU ITYTh YKe melkoM. Qo BepHynach B GOpMy MaJIeHbKOM
IOEeBOYKH... U Celyac CUOesia Ha CIUHe 3araHa.

— { ycrarna...

— Tl OTIIUYHO ITOCTapaach. [TocIu HEMHOTO.

— JlagHo...

Yepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[] OHa 3a6BIIach CHOM.



HGYI[I/IBI/ITGJ'IBHO, YTO OHa TakK yCTalla.

OHu pelIud OTIPABUTHCS Ha poguHy Hedu Buepa u mocie BCeX IPUTOTOBIEHNN IBUHYINCH PAaHHUM
YTPOM, a celyac y>Ke HaCTyIIUJ Beuep.

HeCMOTpH Ha HeCKOJIBKO IIPHUBAJIOB, OHU LIeJIBIY TEHD HEYCTAHHO JIETEeJIX K IEJIN.

— Qo cTapanachk CeroOgHS U30 BCEX CUJI, He Tak u? — crpocuiia Hedu, npuxumasce K 3arasy.

— OHpGHeHeHHO. Bo3MoxHO, JIy4dIiie IMOATOTOBUTL OJId HEe IIOCTEeJIb. [Toucku TBOEMH OEePEeBHU MOT'YT
IMogo2XKOaThk.

— Ilpomry mpouenus. Ecimu Gbl 1 3HaMa TOYHOE MECTO, HaM OBl He MPUIIIOCh TPATUTh BPEMS Ha
TIOUCKH... — YKy Hedu BUHOBATO OMYCTUIHUCE.

K3-3a TOro, 4TO OHa OblyIa IPOKISTEIM OUTS, €l He IMO3BOJISIIIOCH aXke IMMOKUAATh NePEBHI0, TaK 4TO
OHa He 0YeHb XOPOIIIO 3HaJIa ee MeCTOIOoIoXKeHue. 10 3TOM MpUYNHe UM IPUXOTUI0CH TIIATeIbHO
00cemoBaTh BCIO TEPPUTOPHIO.

— Hedwu, THI Begp He MOTIa MOKUHYTE AePEBHIO, Aa? Tak 4To myMai o0 3ToM, Kak 06 3KCKypcuu. MHe
Ha CaMOM [iejie UHTEPECHO 3TO MeCTO, TaK 4TO IPOryJiKa He IOBPEOUT, — 3asgBUJI 3araH, TPSIXHYB
TOJIOBOM, TOYHO 3TO OBIJIO ITyCTSIKOM.

4 v BIPSIMb X04Y ITOAPOOHO OCMOTPETHCHL. ..

K cyacThio, B 9TOT pa3 eMy yOajoCh BHIPA3UThCS TaK, YTOOLI He BBECTU HUKOTO B 3a01TyXKIEeHME.
Hedu ynuBneHHO IoCMOTpesla Ha HeTo, HO KOHYUKY ee OCTPHIX VIIel 3agpoxKajd OT PafoCTH, ITOKa
OHM IILIJIU PSIIOM.

U B TOT ke Mur OoJIbIIasg TEHDb IPOHECTACh epe HUMU. IT0 Obl1 KuMapuc, BepHYBIINICS B
YyeJI0Be4ecKoe o0Inyme.

— Cop 3araH, myMaio, S CMOTY OIPEeHeNINTh PacloioXKeHne nepeBHU neau Hedwu.

— Yo, cepre3Ho?

— Ia. IToxoxe, TYT HET HUKAKOT'0 3aKJIMHAHUS, CIIOCOOHOTO HAaC 3afiepKaTh, UK, TOYHEE, OHO
noTepsisio cuiy. Kak Obl TO HU ObIJIO, MBI CMOXKeM ioOpaThCs TyAa, Caenys 3a 3anaxoM jgegu Hedu.

3araH KMBHYJI U IOTPsI3 B pa3MbinuieHussx. He6o OblI0 OKpalleHo GarpsHileM 3aKaTa U BCETO Yyepes
Jac OHO CTaHeT YepHHIM Kak cMojb. Ecnu oHu npoponkat nyTth, Hedu, kak u ®omnr, ycuet. K Tomy



ke ['peMopu, nexaras Ha cnuHe Kumapuca, yxe crana.

— IToxoxKe, 3TO Ny4IInii packiaf... YTo X, mojaraiochk Ha Tebs, Kumapuc.

3araH xoTen MoOpPOOUTh BOKPYT ellle HEMHOT'0, HO J0OpaThCs OO0 epeBHU 371b(OB IMopaHbIle OBII0
ay4quuM pemnreHueM. JJaxe eciy oHa 3a0poleHa, KphIIlia Haf TOJI0BOM OT JOXKMAs U BeTpa Oblya Obl
HEILJIOXOH 3alllUTOH.

— OcTaBbTe 3TO MHE, — YJ'IBIGKa pacCIioi3yiaCh Ha JIUIEe KI/IMapI/ICa. OH cierka KWBHYII U IIOMIET
BIrepegu, uCTo4yasa 4yBCTBO HAaA€2KHOCTH, YTO 3aCTABUJIO 3araHa BCTIOMHUTD O Pa(ba:—me.

[Toka onu mmu, Hedu kpemye cxkasa Kpas ero mninama. OH MeJTbKOM Ha Hee B3TJISIHYJ U YBUIEI, YTO
KOHYUKHU OCTPHIX YIIEK TOHUKIIH.

— Tol BoJIHYelIbCA?

— [Jla. Tlo mpaBpe, 1 HEMHOTO... HallyraHa. YBUETh OEePEeBHIO TaKOH, KaKas OHa celyac, 1 UMe0 B
BU[y, — II0Ka OHa F'OBOPHIIa, BCE €€ TelO0 TPSCIIOChH.

Hedwu cmupunace ¢ mpomnuisM mo-cBoeMy. OgHaAKO 3TO MECTO BCe ellle 0CTaBaloCh IePeBHEN, B
KOTOpPOM OHA OCTaBUJIa YMUPATh COPOOUYEH.

Ha ee mecTe 3araH 0w paccMediiCa Hald TaKUM YIIaJHHYEeCKUM COCTOSHUEM, OOHAKO OH HE OyMall,
4YTO y HE€ IMONTYYHUTCA... B, 4eCTHO I'OBOPs, HE XOTEJI, yTOOBI OHA 3TO fAenana.

[TogymaB elile HeMHOTO, OH ycagun ®om Tak, 4TOOH AepKaTh ee OMHOW PYKOM, a CBOOOIHOM B35
nmapoHb Hedu 1 Kpemko cxkai.

— Ax... — BEIPpazKEHHeE €€ JIMlla He N3MEHMNIIOCh, HO KOHYNKHN ymeﬁ PE3KO IMOOHAIINCE.

MHe Hago CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYOb, YTOOH! YCIIOKOUTH €€...

K HecuacToio, [y Hero 3To OblTa caMasi TPyOHAS 3afladya M3 BCEX BO3MOXKHEIX. 3araH elre Jaxe He
ckazan: «4 Tebs mobioo», TakK 4TO He OBIJIO IIAHCOB, YTO OH CKaXKeT YTO-TO TPOTaTeIbHOe ceryac.

TeM He MeHee MoT4aHUe M7l Hero OblI0 HellpueMIeMbIM. Bo3M0XHO, ero Bena «Cumia 1o0Bu»,
ynoMsHyTasd ['pemopu.

— ThI MOXKeIIb JOBEPUTH MHE IIE€PEXKNBAHU. qa HaXO0Xy UX NOBOJIBHO 3a6aBHI:IMI/I, — HU3PEK OH.

Crort, 3ab6aBHBIME? Pa3Be 3TO He 3BYUUT TaK, OyATO 5 HACIaXKaaloCh ee CTPagaHUsIMU?



— Ob6s13aTenpHO! — Hedu kuBHYyNa, OYATO IIOTHOCTBIO €T0 MOHSIa. MOXKeT ObITh, 3TO U OBIIIO
OpaBafoii, HO, 10 KpaiHe! Mepe, OHA BRITJISIeNIa SHePTUYHeH, II0Ka TOBOPUIIa.

— ...Cap 3araH, 1moxoxe, Mbl CKOpPO NpubyaeM K Ha3HaueHHOMY MecTy, — 3asiBuil Kumapuc roiocom,
TIOJTHBEIM HAIPSIXKEHHUS.

[TocMmoTpeB Bepe[, 3araH yBUOe KPaCHbIM CBET 3aXO[sIINero COMHIIA, TPOoOMBAIOIIET0CsS CKBO3b
TYCTYIO KPOHY HepeBheB. Koryla oHM CMOTpENU CBEPXY, TO He OBIII0 BUHO flaXkKe HaMeKa Ha Opelh B
IEePEeBbSX, U BCE Ke CBOOOIHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO OBIIIO MIPSIMO TIEPE HUMH.

HecMmoTps Ha crydyaliHOe OTKPHITHE, TojIoc KuMapuca He u3nydasn HUA 06J1erYeHust, HU PafoCTH.
HampoTtus, oH OBLI MO KpaeB HAIIOJIHEH omaceHusiMu. ITocie HeOombuoro Konebauus I'pemMmopu
cie3na co cmuHbl KuMapuca u B3sizia B PYKy OIPOMHYIO KOCY.

— 3mech 4To-TO ecTh? — cmpocuina Hedu.

— Iloxoxe Ha To, — oTBeTuJI 3arad. OH MOT C YBEPEHHOCTHIO CKa3aTh, YTO OHa BJIOXKUJIa BCE CUJIEL B
PYKy, Oepxaityio ero. OgHaXKabl CKphITas IepeBHS yxke Onlna 1ebio Bnageiku [JeMOHOB
Mapxo3uaca, Takxke U3BeCTHOTO Kak Crapenimuii, u Bnagbiku [JemoHOB BudpoHca, MHTaBIIETOCS
3axBaTUTh Hedu. [IpyrumMu cioBaMu, ee OTYHM3HA yKe Oblla BOBIeYEHA B ejla OBYX Biafbik.

XyzKe BCEro TO, UTO HUKTO U3 TPYIIIH 3araHa He 3HaJl, YTO ITPOU30IIUIO Ha caMoM fiene. He
TI0J03PEBANIM OHU ¥ O TOM, KaKKe KEeCTOKKEe U OTBPATUTEIbHEIE TOCTYIKY COBEPIIUIN Mapxo3uac u
Budposc. Teneps ke, KOTma OHY 3alUIX TaK [JaJieKO, CTAJI0 MOHSTHO, YTO Jasiblie Bce OymeT uaTH He
TaK IJ1aJKo. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, Biiageiku [JeMOHOB BCe ellle MOTJIA OKa3bIBAaTh BIIUSHHUE...

— Brmepen, — cka3an 3araH, 4ToOH MPOCTUMYIMPOBATh NOTYNHEHHBIX. 3aTEM OH BHIIIEIT HA CBET.
Korpa ero ria3a IpUBHIKIIM, OH YBUEN HEUTO IIOKUPYIOIIEE. ..

— Ox, nornsapuTe-Ka, 3araH. Trl 0m1o3gas, 4yBakK. MEl yCcTanu XKOaTh U YK€ OMYCTOLIUIN OOHY
OYTBITIKY, OPYKHUIIE.

ITo KaKOU-TO IIpu4YnHe €ero HeXXeJTaHHBIN OPYT HAr'JIO IIHJI CIIMPTHOE B KOMIIAHWHM OBYX OEBYIIEK.

&

— Kakoro uepTa BH TYT fenaeTe? — 3arad 3acThUI OT YBUIEHHOTO.

B mepeBHe BOKPYT KOCTpA CTOSIJIO TPU YesoBeKa. F3-3a cBeTa COJIHIIA rpyIia 3araHa He MOTJIa TOYHO
CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO OBITIO, HO, TI0X0XKE, HA OTHE BAPHUIICS CYII.

OpmHakKo egUHCTBEHHBIM, Y KOT0 OBIIIO IPUIIONHSATOE HAacTpoeHue, Obi1 BapOamoc. Ero CriyTHUIIE Ke



OBbLTM TOTOBHI Pa3phIIAThCS. BOKpYT 1apuia rHeTyinas atMochepa.

3arad OCMOTpeJ IepeBHIO. B oTnrure oT KuaHougeca, 37eCh CTOSIIO0 BCETO OKOJIO MI0KMHEBI TOMOB,
KOTOpPHIE, KA3aJI0Ch, OBIIY ITOCTPOEHEI IIPSIMO B TOPHOM mopofe. Kprlmy 0wy caealbl B3 COIOMEL. B
IIEHTPe MePEeBHM pacIojiaraiach OTKPHITAs IJI0Ialb, TOCEPEeIUHE KOTOPOM CTOSITT 0OBETIIIABIINHI
KOJIofetI.

3araH ciblal, 4To budpoHC aTakoBasl 9TO MECTO, HO, BOIIPEKH OXHUIAHUSAM, 3[MaHUS OBIIN IIEJIHL.
KoHeuHO, UMEJUCh U CTOPEBIIINE NOMUKH, HO B II€JIOM [JepeBHS BHITIsIfeNla HETPOHYTOM.

OH mymar, uTo TyT OymeT oco0eHHasi, CBAILleHHasl aTMocdepa, HO Ha Jiefie 9T0 ObIJI0 caMoe 0OBIYHOE
TIOCeJIeHue.

VHTepecHO, B KaKOM fmoMe xkuja Hedu?

3araH gyma, 4To 9TO OMHO U3 TeX BOCIIOMHUHAHWM, KOTOPHIE OHA JKeJlaeT 3a0kITh, HO OH BCE PABHO
0eCIIOKOWHO OTJIsAerics.

— Hy, 3Haelms, TH TPOCTO KMHYJI MEHSI CHOBA, TaK 4TO s IOOyMaJl, IoueMy Obl He crenaTh Tebe
HeOoIbIIoN cloprnpus. Xe-xe-xe-xe! — Bap6afoc rI0THYI HATUTOK ¥ PACCMESIIICS, SBHO [OBOJIbHBIH
CUTyalLlueu.

— Kak THI o0paJcs ciofa paHbIlle Hac?..

— CepbesHo, T 3a0bl1 MO€e BTOpoe uMs? YUCTUIIUIIE MOXKET MOMACTh Kya YrOJHO, TaK YTO BCE, YTO
MHe HYKHO OBIIIO COeJlaTh, — 9TO HHIPHYTh U YyTh-4yTh OCMOTPEThCS. ['a-Xa-xa-xa-xa!

4 xouy BMa3aTh 3TOMYy rpefaHOMY IIbSIHUYTE...

3araH roToBUJICS K OMTBe ¢ ApyruM Brapbikol [JeMOHOB, HO TYT ObUI NHilb 6€33a00THO
nypauduBmuiics bapbagoc.

He B cumax COMpOTHUBNSTLECS UCKYIIEHUI0, 3araH 3aMaxHyscs. Oguako Hedu B manuke mobexkasna ero
OCTAHOBHUTD.

— IlepecranbTre, MacTep 3aran! Ecnu Bh He 0CTaHOBUTECH, TO ¢3p bapbanoc ymper!

— ...AX, U3BMHH, 110 IPUBHIYKE.

®paza «Moe TeJ0 ABUTANIOCh caMo 1o cefe» onpemeIeHHO OTHOCUIIACh K CUTYALlUsIM BPOJie 3TOM.
3araH cxBaTui bap6amoca 3a BOPOTHUK U yOapwui mo auiy 6ecco3HarenbHo. Cyas 0 cCaguHaM, OH



yoapuil ero JIOﬁprX JECATE pas. I'maza Bap6anoca BRIJIE3JIX U3 Op6I/IT, d I'0OJIOBa pHCOBajla KPyTu.

3araH IBLIPHYJI IJIYIIOTO Ipyra B CTOPOHY, KaK MEIIOK C MyCOpOM, Korfia K HUM noxbexkara

IeBYIIKa.

— Hedu, o1 B nopsigke? 4 ciwiana, Tebe TPUXOOUIIOCH TAXKEI0 Ha POAUHE, VX... Xa? [TomokKOu, B
TONBKO IIPUIILIIHA?

IeBymka Ovlta omeTa B OcBsimeHHBIN [locmex. Y Hee ObUIH H3YMUTEIbHBIE PhIXKHE BOJIOCH OTTEHKa
TIOJIMPOBAHHOW Me[H, YI0XKeHHbIe Ha0OK, a B YTOJIKaX aJibiX TJla3 BUOHEJIUCH Cie3hl. [logTsaHyToe
TeJI0 OBbIJIO YCIafoH A7Id I'/1a3, HO MPeKpacHBI BUJI pa3pyIIMIICS, e[[Ba OHa 3alljlakaa, 4YTo
ITPOUCXOOUIIO BCIKUYU pa3, KOToa OHU BCTPEYaJKCh.

[TacTtuns, unu Peinaps [1nakca, 6bly1a eIMHCTBEHHOMN [EBYIIKOM Cpeu ApXaHTesoB, BlafeBIInX
CBsimieHHBIME MedaMu.

OnHa HemJI0X0H YeJiOBeK, HO...

B mo6oMm cnydae, oHa Obljla U3 TEX OEBYIIEK, YbM IJIOXHE YEPTH cpa3y Opocasnuch B riasa.

— f-9 B nopsapnxke, HlacTums.

— He moxeT OBITh... f OIsATh HEeIPaBUILHO Bce MOHsIa?! — IlacTumb 0T 06eryeHust MoI0KuIIa
PYKY Ha Ipyab, yoenuBmuch B 6e3onacHoctu Hedwu, HO TyT Ke Ha ee JHIle MOSBUIOCH HEJIOBKOE
BHIpaXKeHHUe.

— He B 9aTOM memo. BctpeTus Te0s1, T HEMHOTO pacciabumiach.

JloruyHo. YBUIEB KOT0-TO O0JIEe pPaCTepaHHOro, YeM ThI, YCIIOKaKuBaEIlIbC ...

Koneuno, Hedu He BocnpunuMara IllacTuns Tak ke, Kak 3araH, HO OT I€BYIIKHA UCXOAMIIO HEYTO,
IIOMCTETHUBABIIEEe CAOUCTCKUE HAKJIOHHOCTH.

— M-m-m?.. — npombidaB, o1 oTKpEIIA r1a3a. Ee 6myxmaromuit B3TIIs0 0CTaHOBHIICS Ha Hedu u
Olactuie, DepXaluxcs 3a PyKY, U IeBO4YKa YOUBIEHHO BOCKIUKHYa: — 4 BuXy KoHCKyio ['010BYy...
Heyxenu 4... ymepna?

— TTouemy THI HoKHA OBITH MEePTBA, ecnu 5 3meck?! Tak, K CBeIeHUIO, 5T BCe elle XKuBa U 300poBa!l

— Yro0... 3HAYUT, 9TO BCe COH? — DO ONATH 3acCHYIa, 06/IerueHHas OTKPHITUEM.



3araH CKJIOHUI T'OJIOBY, YBUOEB I'OTOBYIO 3allJIaKATh OT OCKOPGHGHHﬁ Hlactumns, u CIIPDOCHIT:

— CKaxu MHe, 3a4eM BHI BOOOIIE CIofia IPHUIIIIN?

— H-Hy... On BOpYaJ, 9TO He(l'.)I/I B Oefie, a elle ¢ HUM Oklla 3Ta OEBYIIKA, X {1 PeIllnjia, YTO CTPsSACIIOCH
4YTO-TO CeEPBE3HOE... — IIPOMSIMIIAIIA [Tacturs.

CnoBa «9Ta feByIIKa» 3aCTaBUJIM 3araHa oOpaTUTh BHUMaHUe Ha ApYryio ciyTHULy bapbamoca,
O0OHMMaBIITYIO KOJIEHH  KOCTpa.

— Jt10 00BIYHOE MoBeneHue IlacTums, HO...

— IToromu, uTo 3TO 3HAUMT?! AX, THl Ha3BaJl MeHs 110 UMEeHH... — 3allJlakaHHoe nau1o IlacTumb
CJIerKa IIOKpaCHeJIo, HO 3araH cpaena BUf, YTO He 3aMEeTHUII 9TOT0, 1 IIPOOOJIXKUIL.

— INocnymain, 1 moHKMMAIO, T0YEeMYy TH 3[€Ch, HO UTO HacUeT nogyuHeHHou budponca?

— IMoxany#cTa, 0OCTaBbTe MEHS B IMOKoe. {1 BooOIile He X0Tejla C BaMU CBSI3bIBATLCS, —
CaMOYHUYMKUTENBHO 3asgBUla HedTepoc.

Kyma xe menock ee BEICOKOMepHOe noBeneHue? Certyac Hedrepoc cupena ¢ myCTeIMU T1a3aMy,
mof2KaB KOJIEHU TOYHO rojiofaoiias cupoTa. OHa He BHITJISAMENa HallyraHHOM — CKopee
IIOOABJIEHHOMH.

— OHa Takasi c MOMeHTa Halllell BcTpeuu. [Ioxoxe, ¢ Hell IPUKIIIOUUIIOCh YTO-TO Oole3HeHHOe... Hy,
110 KpaliHel Mepe, OHa He HaCcTpoeHa BpaxneOHo. MoxkeT, monpobyeTe og00ApPUTE ee? —
npoienTtana [lactunb 3arany u Hedmu.

— WM 9TO XKe TH OXU[aelb OT MeHs? — 3araH He yMeJ o0IIaThCs C IoabMu, Kak 1 Hepu. OHU HUKaK
He MOTJIA ee TOJ00IPUTh.

— XM, mucc Hedrepoc... — Hedu obparunacs K Hell, Ho ['peMopu mpepBara ee.

— [Noropu-ka. f mokaxy Tebe cuiy M00BH Ha Hefie, IPSIMO 3[lechk U ceitdyac, — ['peMopu npucesna
psoom ¢ HedTepoc.

— Kee-xee-xee, ¢ TOOO¥ IPUKIIIOYMIIOCH HECUACThe?.. MOXKeIIb He TOBOPHUTh, BCe HOPMaJibHO. YTO
BaxkHee, He Xo4elllb KoH(peToK? Chelllh 4To-HUOYAb cagkoe, u Tebe cpa3y CTaHeT nydiie! — 3asgBuia
CTapyxa, MpOTATUBas BHE3aIHO OSBUBIINNCS MEIIOK CJIaflocTel. BHyTpu ObLIK LIOKOTafAHBIE
[IIapPUKH.



CKopee BCEro, 3TO OCTATKH TE€X, YTO OHa I'OTOBHJIA BYEPDA.

— [MTomuUTCS, ObI/Ia TaKast KUCTOPHS IIPO CTAPYXy, UTO CKOPMHUJIA SIHOBUTOE sI0JI0KO KpacaBHlle, — C
OIIACKOM B rojI0Ce 3aMeTHJ 3araH.

— Th TOBOPHUIIb O «benocHexkKe U ceMU THOMAax», 4 Iojarao. [JlaBHEIM-IaBHO S YMTala ee B
OCTABJIEHHOW KeM-TO KHUTEe. XOTs II0CJIe 9TOT0 MeHsI OOBUHUIU B BOPOBCTBE.

— TTousTHO. MBI HaKOHeIl foOpanuck 0o TBoero moma, Hedu. Brino 661 3a0aBHO BOCKPECUTh TEX
HUOAOTOB ¥ 3aCTaBUTh UX MOJIATH O IOIIafe, Kak AyMaellb?

— TpeBOXUTH ITOKOM MEPTBHIX PaiXi YETO-TO CTOJIb TPUBUAILHOI'0 — CJIMIIKOM... BrpouewM,
YOUBUTEILHO, YTO BBl 3HaeTe 00 3TOi UCTOPUHU, MacTep 3araH.

IpoxKallye YIIKA IOOTBEPKOATH €€ SMOIKH.

— KoneuHo, s16J10K0 OTpaBUJIH, HO CUIBHEE BCETO S 3aBUI0BAJ TOM YaCTH, TOE AeBYIIKa Habua
JKWBOT, a TIOTOM elle ¥ pa3boraTesa, MPOCTO MOCIaB.

— JleiicTBUTEMBHO. JlazKe eciu OHO ¥ OBIJIO OTPABJIEHO, BIIOJIHE eCTECTBEHHO ChECTh TO, YTO HAIOT.

— IIpekpatuTte! OT 3TUX TPYCTHHIX UCTOPUU y MeHs 60T cepane! — 3akpuyaina I'peMopu co
CMECBIO 3JI0CTU U COYYBCTBHUSA.

HecMmoTps Ha OBOJILHO CTPAHHBIN Pa3roBOp, X BHUMaHUe OwlIo o6parneHo Ha HedTepoc, koTopas
HABOCTPHJIA YIIKH, KOTTa TTITHya Ha mokonafa. OHa Bce ellle CMOTpesia Ha KOCTep, HO OBIITo
OYEBUMHO, YTO CJIafOCTH 3aWHTEPECOBAIU €e.

Heyxenu y Bcex 31b(OB yIIIN JBUTAIOTCS B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT SMOIIUM?

Ecnu ato IIpaBOa, TO 3aras ObII pan, 9TO uX TakK JIErKO IIOHATh.

['peMopu ¢ yIeIOKOM MPOTSIHYIa MelloK. HedTepoc X0Th U CliblllIazia pa3roBop, HO BCe PaBHO B3sa
IIOKOJIafKy. Bo3MoKHO, OHa Oblyla Ha TPaHU CPHIBA.

OHa ompefeIeHHO BHITJITOUT KaK [EeBYIIKa, KOTOPYIO 06MaHysa MOgO3pPUTeNbHas CTapyxa...

I'peMopu cama 1o cebe He BhI3BIBaia IOBEPUS, TaK UTO IOHATH IPOUCXOASIIEe MO-IPYroMy ObLI0
HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Pa3Be s He mpocuia 0CTaBUTH MEHS OfHY?.. — npoMsamnuiaa HedTepoc, naxe He B3TNSHYB Ha



CTapyIIKY.

— Kee-xee-xee, HUUero He MOry ¢ co60 mofesiaTh, KOrfa Muias AeBylIKa KOPUYUT TaKoe
6one3nenHoe nuilo. Hy 4to? B HUX HET sfa, KISHYCh, — [ pEMOPU KapTUHHO 3aKUHYJIa I0K0Ial B
poOT.

YBupes, uTo 6a0ynbKa He COBUHYJIAch HU Ha mionM, HedTepoc 3arosopunia.

— ...ITlocrne TOro Kak s X CheM, MEeHS OCTaBST B IIOKOE, fla? — He(bTepoc HEOXO0THO II0JIOZKHUJIA B POT
MOKOJIaJKy. — Cnapkas?.. — OHa YOUBJIEHHO 3aMOpraria.

— A xaxk xe! Eme?

— M-m-M... — HedTepoc mpoposkana eCTh C yIPYYEeHHEIM JIUIIOM.

OnHa TOYHO B HOpME?..

Iaxe y 3araHa npoOyOuics OTLOBCKUM MHCTUHKT OT ee TOofaBlIeHHoro Bufa. K ToMy ke Ha nuiiax
[Tactune n Hedu unTamocer HapsaKeHUe.

— Il-mocroii! Pa3Be s He mpocuna ocTaBuTh MeHA?! — 3akpudana Hedrepoc. [Toxoxke, oHa
BepHYJIaCh B HOPMY II0CJIe TOT0, KaK CheJla Ky4dy CIafoCTelu.

— Temeps TH ITOJTHA 9HEPTUU, — YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJa [ peMOpH ¥ O0THajla BeCh MEIIIOK.

— boxe... — pa3opaxkKeHHO 3aCTOHAalla Hed)Tepoc, OOHAKO HE BHGpOCI/IJ’Ia ero.

B Kako#-ToO CTEIIeHu el IojIeryasnao?

TeMHas SHB(I)I/IflKa IIpoaoJIZKajla KaJIOBAThCA, YCEBIINCH Hoyno6Hee. Osna BCe ellle X0Tejla 0CTaThCA
O0HAa ¥ He CMOTpPeEJIa B UX CTOPOHY, HO TEIIEPEL €€ BITJIAO He OBLT IIyCTBIM.

— Hy, uto nymaemus? — cnpocuia ['peMopy, BepHYBILUCH K 3araHy.

— Kak g Tebe momxeH OTBETUTE?

Ia, oHa cMmorjia ee B30OOPUTh, HO OH He IMOHKWMaJI, IPU YeM TYT CHUJia JII00BHU.

— 3araH Toxe... OMHaX Okl 3aMaHuT MeHs efoi. Cym Hedwu... 6611 oTMeHHBIM, — IpobopMmoTana ®ommn
¥ 3aBOpoYasach Ha ero CIIMHE.



00s3aTenbH0 OLLJIO 3TO BCIIOMUHATL?

Korpa oHa BnepsBble Ipulllla B 3aMOK, 3araH fajl ey Cyla, I09TOMy OHa ¥ ocTajlachk ¢ HuM. Cyn
IEeNCTBUTEILHO OBIJI, II0 CYTH, IPUMaHKOM, HO OH He XOTeJl 9TOr0 IpU3HaBaTh.

Barnsnys Ha HedTepoc B MOIEBITKE OTBIEYLCS, OH 3aMETUJI, YTO €€ VIIKYU 3afp0XKaJu.

[Tonarato, ee pa3mpazxKaeT MBICIb, YTO MBI AyMaeM, OyaTo Ovl ega cobna3Humna ee. XOTsS OHa HE MOXKET
3JIUTHCS, BEOb 9TO PABHOCHUIHHO MIPHU3HAHHUIO. ..

OH 00HAPYXKWJI HEOXKHUIOAHHO 09apOBATEIbHYIO CTOPOHY JEBYIIKY M MPOIOJIKUII CMOTPETh.

— Kee-xee-xee, Kak {1 ¥ oxKugasna oT Bnageiku [IeMOHOB, Ha KOTOPOT' 0 BO3Jiaral0 HageXKIhI. s TeOs
TEXHHUKHN TAaKOTI'O YPOBHMA IIPOCTO 00OBIYHOE OeJio, IIOHATHO, — JOBOJIBHO pPaCCMesIIaCh FpeMopI/I.

— Kaxk BooO1ie cBsi3aHbI coOIa3HeHue enou U 11000Bh?

Yku HedTepoc onsiTh 3afepraiuch, HO 3aral He 06paTuil Ha HUX BHUMaHus. OH 3HaJI, YTO MOXKET
II03Ke TIPOCTO AaTh ey cyna Hedu, 4ToOb UCIIPABUTH CUTYALIHIO.

— Pa3Be 51 He ToBOpHUIIA, YTO OKaXKy TeOe caMy CYIIHOCTh CHUJIBL TI00BU? — I'peMopu yKa3aia Ha
Hedrepoc u nmpomgornxkuia: — TONBKO CHITHIE CMOXKET OTKPHITH CBOE cepptie. [103ToMy TO, 4TO
crerana s, MOXeT cheslaTh KTO YTOOHO faxke 0e3 CHUJIbL TI00BHU.

— Hy, aTo BepHO... — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3araH cpenas 10 xe caMmoe ¢ ®omi. OH KUBHYI B OTBET, UTO
3acTaBuUIO0 ['peMopu THIKATh B HETO MallblleM CHOBAa U CHOBA.

— Torma oTBeTh, UTO ThI TIOYYBCTBOBAJ IIPH BUME 3TOM pPa3opakUTEIbHO MUJION NeBOYKH, Oepyle
KOH(]eTH U3 MOUX PyK? — cmpocuia ['peMopu, MefeHHO TpubIu3uiack K ero yxy u mpoliernTaa
CJIOBHO ObsIBOJI: — ThI OBIJT OUapOBaH, BEPHO?

— Daa... — ero Teino HaIIpsATrI0Ch OT OCO3HAHMUA TOr'0, YTO OHA BHU[EJIa €0 HaCKBO3b.

— A 4TO NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KOTla €€ Tjla3a paclaxXHy/IUCh OT CJIaflOCTH, pacTeKalolelics Bo pTy? Korma
OHa 3aCTeH4YHBO mpobopmoTana: «Crnagkas?..» M, HakoHell, KaK Hac4yeT TOro, KOTa OHa MOILITalach
CKPHBITh CMYILIEHHE 3TUM «00xkKe?..»

OHa BBICTPeNIMBaJa CJI0BAMHU, TOYHO IIYJISIMH, CJIOBHO ITBITAsICh YOUTH 3araHa. Y manbHEIM OTHEM
3ageno Hedrepoc, mpuKycHUBIIyIo Ty0H ¥ TEEPb TOPHKO CTOHABIIYI0. Ha TaKyio peakIuio ry0Osl
['peMopH pacIbIACh B OOJBIION YIBIOKE.



— «Y Hee eCTh HEOXKUIOAHHO O04apoBaTejibHasd CTOPOHA...» YBepeHa, TBI ITIOOYMaAJI O 94eM-TO TaKOM.

— Vrx, 9TO He coBceM...

— Bce HOpManbvHO, — I'peMopu IpepBasia ero u MpogoiIxkuaa: — OTO UMEHHO OHO, MOU Bnapbika
IemonoB. Korga BUAKIIL YTO-TO MUJIEHBKOE, CPa3y CTAHOBUTCS TeImyee, TakK? Bo3amyTuscs O KTO-TO
IIPY BUE KPOJIMKA, YellyIlero rojoBy? CTpaHHO ¥ ObITh 0YapOBAaHHBEIM ITPEKPACHBEIM IIBETKOM?
OpHako 1oso0uTh TaKKe BeIy Ha BCIO XKU3Hb — COBCeM Apyroe meno. [Toiimu, Brnagbika, mo6u Bce
XKuBoe. Y Torga Bech Mup cTaHeT TBOUM! — IpoKpuyasia ['peMopu U UPOKO pacKUHYyJa PYKU.

B ee croBax OBIJIO YTO-TO IEMIISIONIEE, OT Yero Hejb3sl Tak IIPOCTO OTMAXHYThCA.

— Ilocnymai MeHs, 3arad. Ecnu TH T04yBCTBYeIb 1I000Bb, IIBETOK ¥ 000UKHEL CTAHET COKPOBHUIIIEM
IIOpOXKe 30JI0THX rop. CIocOOHOCTh HAaKalIUuBaTh TaKue COKPOBUIIA... U €CTh CUla Jito6Bu! — Ha ee
NI TOSIBUJIACh TO03PUTENIbHAS YHIOKa.

3araH He IOHSJI HU CJI0OBa, HO OHA TOBOpHIIa TakK IIBIJIKO, YTO Ka3aJlOCh, 6YI[TO OBl PacCKphIBalaChb
BCeJIEHCKad UCTHUHA.

— Torpa, mucc I'pemopu, BO3MOXKHO... 3TO TOT K€ CaMbIM TPEeNneT B MOeu IPyau, Koraa s BUXKY, Kak
MacTep 3araH BOJIHyeTCs Ilepel TeM, KaK CKa3aTh BCEero OfHY (paly, MpaBUIbHO? — clipocuiia Hedw,
SIBHO OIIIeJIoMJIeHHast 00bICHEHUEM.

CnumkoM ToyHo! OTKyfa OHa 3TO 3HaAeT?

3araH IIPUKPHIT JIUII0, €fiBa fiepxkKach Ha Horax. C Ipyroy CTOPOHHI, U3yMyIeHHas ['peMopu MsAmuIach
Ha Hee, IPexXJe YeM OTBeTHTh.

— VaousutensHo! [TomymaTth TonMbKO, Briambiky [eMOHOB 4TO, momobunu?.. Het, Tak u ects! Th
MOXKEIIIb CTOSITh MTOAIJIe HETO, IOTOMY YTO JItoOuIb. Tak 4TO CMelo 3asgBUTh... [I[peBoCcxXoHas Ccuja
mo0Bu!

Crnepom nopHsma pyky Qoi, ep3aBiias Ha CIMHE 3araHa.

— 3HayuT, Korfa 3araH caxaeT Hedu Ha KoleHU U KpenKo 0OHUMaeT — 3Ta XKe Cuia?

— Himenno! Y To, KaK OBOpPENKUM 3aKphIBaeT Tebe Ir'ia3a, He xKeJas I0Ka3kBaTh 9T0, TOXKE
BeJIMKOJIETHAS CUJIa JTI00BH.

He(i)I/I CéeJla Ha KOPTOYKH U IIPUKPEIJIA JIMIO II0CJIe HeO}KI/II[aHHOI;I KOHTpPATaKH.



— THI yKe TOHSI, fa? YTelleHne HeCUaCTHEIX NeBUI] — 9TO He CHUJa JII00BH, HO JIMIIE TIOUCK MX
OYapOBAHHUS U ero BoCXBajeHue. Y Tebs eCTh CHIIHI ¥ TaJllaHT [yt 9Toro. OmHaXKOH TH JOCTUTHEIhb
BBICOT, TPEBOCXOMSAIINX Maxke MOM, — MPOIIEITaNa yIOBIeTBOpeHHas ['peMopwu.

EMy OCTaBaJIOCH JIUIOb 3daCTOHATE OT IIOXBAIILI 3d TO, K YEMY OH BOOGIJ_IG He X0TeJl UMEeTh OTHOIIIEHUA.

Ecnu 6wl oHa cTana Brnageikoi [IeMOHOB BMECTO MeHS, MUP ObI HE pa3BaIHICS?

OH Hayas XkajeTh, YTO OHa HaXOAuIach B eT0 IOJYMHEHUH, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs OBIl0o OBl XyXKe, eclu
OBI OHA OCTAJIaCh BOJIbHOM ITHUIIEH.

K satomy momeHTy Hedrepoc, BuguMo, OKOHUATENIbHO IIOTEPsiIa TEPIIEHNE U BCTaa.

— Dii BB, OMOPEI*, g Bac yXKe JaBHO CJIyIlalo, ¥ HATrJIOCTH BaM He 3aHUMAaTh. 3aTKHUTECh CEUY... U-a-
a-a? — HedTtepoc moneiTamack 0OCTaHOBUTEL ['peMOpH, HO BMECTO 3TOTO BHE3aIlHO 3aKpuyaja. 3araH
B3IJISIHYJ B TIOMCKAX IPUYUHE U TIPEeXe YeM IOoHJ, [peMopu IpuHsia CBOI0 MOJIOAYIO, KPaCUBYIO
dbopMy, 1 Hayasla HeXHO rinaguth HedTrepoc.

[[T/TT: ®omOpE — rymaHougHas paca u3 D&D. ['uranTCcKue YPOOIls], ITOPOXKAEHUE TPOKIISATHS,
HecyIue xaoc]

3penuiie ObITI0 cCTPaHHBIM. HedTepoc ymana Ha cnuHy, a ['peMopu morjaaxusala ee mogdoponok.

— Kee-xee, TBOe pa3gpakeHHOe JIUI0 TOXKe [JOBOJIBHO MUJeHbKOe, fa? He MCKylIali MeHs, S TEPSI0
TepleHue!

— Haaa, 4T-4TO THI...

— Boxe Moi, y Te0s1 mpekpacHas Koxa. 30JI0Thle I'1a3a U Oesible BOJIOCH TOXKe BEeJIMKOJenHH. Kee-
Xee, HeyXKeJu 9TOT0 IOCTaTOUYHO, YTOObI CMyTUTh Tebs?

— [T-npekpatu... Otnyctu MeHs... OX...

[To yucrou Mmaruyeckou cune HedTepoc gomxHa IpeBOCXOAUTh [ pEMOPH, HO OT CTOMIb
IPSIMOJIMHENHOM 1ToXBakl OHa 00MsKIla. Ee TeMHas Koxa mpuobpesia sipKo-KpacHBIM OTTEHOK, a pyKa
Ha rpyau OpozKaja OT BOJIHEHUS, KaK y MaJIeHbKOro pebeHKa.

— O-oTtmycTH... f... mpoIy... OTIYCTH... MEHS...



— Kee-xee-xee, a TH JOBOJIbHO HEBHHHAS, a? Hy, €CJIX THI IIPOAOJIZKAEIIh MEHS IIOAOPA3HUBATE, TO 4

Tebe momory. [laBaif, HA30BU MEHSI «OOPOTON CECTPEHKOM».

B sTOoT MOMeHT 3araH BCIIOMHHUJI BTOpoe uMs I'pemopu — Yapopgenka.

HedTtepoc nmoxnavamy Kopunuiiack OT YHUKEHUS, HO CO BpEMEHEM OT ee YIPSMOT0 II0BeieHus HU
0CTaJIoCh U cliefia. M Korpia OHa yKe OTKphIJia POT, YTOOH IPH3HAThL IIOpaXkKeHue. ..

— Ay! — Kumapuc 6e3KalloCTHO CTYKHYJI ['peMopH I10 TOJIOBE.

— Mucc I'peMopu, noxamnyicTa, CAepXKUBaUTECE.

— Ax 181... He ne3p, Kumapuc! Eme 4yTh-4yTh, ¥ OHA He CMOTIJIa XKUTh 6e3 MeHs!

[ToueMy 51 CHOBa B3sIJT KOTO-TO BpPOZie Hee ¢ co00i? A, TOYHO, OHA JKe caMa HallPOCUIIACk.

YBumeB Takoe MMoBefeHNe, OH B OYepPeNHON pa3 BCIIOMHUII, HACKOJIbKO MPeIaHHbIM ¥ OTBETCTBEHHBIM
owin Padasiis.

Kak Tonmpko I'pemopu otBneknacs, Hedrepoc BriOpanack u3 xBaTKu. OMHAKO CHUIIHI IOKUHYIIH €€, ¥ He
TII0X0XKe, YTO OHa MOTJIa CTOSTh CaMOCTOSTEIIbHO.

— MHe cnenyeT U3BUHUTHCA epen Bamu, Mucc Hedrepoc. EnBa oHa CTaHOBUTCS TakoH, ee
HEBO3MOXKHO KOHTPOJIUPOBAaTh... — U3BUHUJICSI Kumapuc oT uMeHu Yapogenky, Io1MaB ee MyIuCTON
pyko#, otmyctunl Hedrepoc, a 3aTeM cxBaTull ['peMopu 3a MIKUPKY U TOTHSII.

HedTepoc Bocmonb3oBanack Opelnbio, 9To0b cOexkaTh 0T ['peMopH, u crpsitTanack 3a 3aranoM. OHa
maxe mobexkana Ha YeTBEepPEHbKaX, YTOOH CIIPSITAThCS MOOBICTPEH. 3peuiie, TOBOPSI OTKPOBEHHO,
Kankoe. UyBCTBYs BUHY, 3araH OTKPHUT POT.

— Ax... Vi3BuHH 3a TO, 4TO 3Ta CTapas Kapra caeasa ¢ TOOOH.

— Her... IToxoxe, BB TOXKe IIPOIIIX Yepe3 MHOToe, Biagsika [JeMOHOB 3araH.

— OOBIYHO BCE He Tak, KJISHYCh... — OTBeTWIa yroMieHHass Hedu. B 3TOT MOMEHT MeXay HUMU
TPOMMU POAMUIJIOCH CTPAaHHOE YyBCTBO TOBapUIIECTBA.

B To xe Bpemsa Kumapuc u ['peMopu IpomosixKaiy pyraTeCs.



— OTtnycTtuuny MeHsaaaa!

— KoHeuHO, TOJIBKO, IT0XKaIyiCTa, IIOMOTH clenaTh yKuH. CoJHIle y2Ke CeJlo, U TEMHO XOTb I'J1a3
BEIKOJIH.

[Toka I'peMopu mypauuack, yxe ceno conHie. [Tocie ero ciioB MyTHUKY PEIIUITH Pa30UTh Jareph u
IPUTOTOBUTD Y2KUH, HO IllacTHIb B3BOJTHOBAHHO 3aKpHUyaa:

— II-noctoiiTe, bapbamoc nepecTan ABUTaThCs!

3araHa mogymai ObIJI0, OTYEro 3TH OBOE IPUTHUXIIH, U TeIephb CTaJo SICHO, moyeMy. IllacTumb
CKJIOHHUTIach Hag bap6amocoM, KOTOPHIH 10 CUX ITOP He IIPOCHYJICSA. DTO 3aCTaBUIIO 3araHa Koe-uTo
BCIIOMHUTb.

— Ha Bap6agoca MHe 1yieBaTh, HO pa3Be He Haflo IIPOSIBUTh HEMHOT'0 JTII00BU K HEM? — CIIPOCUII OH Y
I'pemopu.

— A 3auem IIPOABIIATH 71:000Bb K IIJIakcCe, KOTOpOfI OKa3BIBAIOT BHUMdHHKE BCE, Y KOI'O €CTh XOTh 9YTh
HHTepeca? KpOMe TOTO, THI IEUCTBUTEILHO OyMaellb, 9TO 1 CMOT'Y moI00uThE CBSTOTO PBII.[apFI?

[MTacTumes noTepsisia fap Peyu 0T TaKuX IPyOBIX CJIOB.

['pymnma BeiOpaja B KauecTBe HouJiera 0Co6eHHO 00bIIoi yieneBmuid goM. Cyns Mo cepeOpsHEIM
yKpallleHUsIM, PaHbIIle TYT XKUJjla 3HAaTHAs ceMbsi. TeM He MeHee CTPOeHMe 3TOro JoMa He OTIMYaIoCh
OT OCTAJIbHEIX, XOTS OB OB JePEeBSIHHBIMU, a CTEHHI ITPOCTO CJI0KEHH U3 KaMHSI, Ha KOTOPOM
OyiHo poc Mox. Co3gaBaoch omyileHrue, OYATO OHU HAaXO#sATCA B melepe. M Bce XKe, BMeCTe C
II0JIBAJIOM 3[eCh XBaTaJI0 KOMHAT, YTOOB YMECTHUTD 110 MEHbIIIENW Mepe NeCsSITh YeJIOBEK, YTO OBII0
UieaTbHEIM BAPUAHTOM [IJI51 CTOSTHKH.

3araH B3$JT CO CTEHBI CepPeOPSIHbIN ONCBEYHUK ¥, CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAB MaHy, IOMXKeET ero. ITo Oblia
6a3oBas cuia, KOTOPYIO faXke TPYLHO Ha3BaTh Maruew.

— 3HAYUT, 9TO... IOM BOK[S 371bQOB... fa? — IPoOOPMOTANI OH, IS Ha OCBETUBLINNUCS KOPUOOP.

— [Ia. 9To mOMeCThe CTapeunHEL. XOT4... S 3IeCh BIepBhle... — Hedu KuBHYNa, 0TBedas 3araHy.

3HAQYUT, Iydllle 3TOr0 MecTa IJIs MOKCKa 3allellOK O BRICIIUX 37ibdax uiau HeOeCHOM MUCTUIIM3ME He
HAWUTH.



K HecuacThio, U3-3a I'peMopu OHU YIYCTUIIKM BO3MOKHOCTh OCMOTPEThCS CHAPYKU MPU CBETE CONHIIA.
He umes BeiOopa, 3aran, Hedwu, [lactuns u HedTepoc MenneHHo OpOOUIIU IO IOMY.

— Kakoro s TyT BooO11ie 3a0rina?.. — mpoBopuana Hedrepoc. Cama oMol 0OHa BEPHYTLCS HE MOTJIa,
1109TOMY OblyIa BEIHYKIEeHa 00beUHUTHCS C 3aTaHOM.

— Moxemrb mogoXaaTh Ha KyxHe BMecTe ¢ Doy, ecriu X04elb.

B xauecTBe U3BMHEHUH 3a IIpou3oieniiee l"peMopI/I u KI/IMapI/IC pemniin 3aHATECA YZKUHOM. ®omn BO
BpeMd OXHUOAaHUSA OTObIXAdJId Ha KyXHE U €Jlda 3aKyCKH. A Tak Kak Bap6anoc He IIPOCEITIAJICA, €ro
KHWHYJIX B IIEPBYIO IIOIIaBINYIOCA KOMHATY XU OCTAaBUJIM TaM I'HUTE.

— He 10 uTOOH BCe Tak m10x0. KpoMme TOro, CupeTs U HUUETO He [eflaTh CKy4YHO, — OTBETHUTIA
npoxainasi Hedrepoc. [Toxoxke, 0OHa [0 CUX IIOP HE OTOIIa OT 3aurpriBanuil ['pemopu. I1o mpasae
TOBOPSI, BEITJISIIENIO BCe TakK, CIIOBHO OHa roBopuiia: «Pamu 6ora, Ky#a yrogHO, HO He Ha KyXHIO».

— Paccnabncesi. Xoth brudpoHc u neficTByeT MHe Ha HEPBEL, TPOTUB Te0s 51 HUUEro He umelo. 4
IIPHUCMOTPIO 3a TOOOI, ITOKa MbI HE BEpHEMCSI, — I10KaJl IJIeYaMy 3araH.

B ee 3aTpymHUTENLHOM I0JI0KeHUY OblT BUHOBAT bapOamoc, HO 3araH, Kak Brnambika [IeMOHOB,
PeInII MPOSIBUTh HEMHOTO BEJIMKOYIIINS.

— Hacuert MacCTepa BI/I(prHCEL.. M-M-M... — OHa OIIyCTHJIa T'OJIOBY, a YUIKH €€ 3aAP02KaJIn.

3araH He pacCJIBIIIAJ BOIPOC ¥ HAaKJIOHUT T'OJIOBY, YTOORI ITOIIPOCUTH €€ MPONOIKUTh, HO [IlacTunb
3aroBopuja IepBOu.

— Ouenb cTpaHHBIM HOM. Takoe 4yBCTBO, 6yaTO aypa Moero CBITOro Meda yCUIMBAeTCst OT TOTO, YTO
MBI TIPOCTO TYT HAaXOOUMCS... — CKa3ajla OHa, TPOorasl CTeHY.

— Twi yBepeHa? — ryia3a 3araHa pacIIUPUIIACh OT CTOJIb HEOXKUAAHHON MH(GOPMAIUH.

— Bumgumo, HopmeH — moucTHHE CBSIIEHHOE MeCTo. Jlaxke IIePKOBHEIE COOOPEI He HACTOJIBKO
OYXOBHO YUCTHL.. — 3asiBuna lllacTumnb, ropmo BHIAYKBas I'PYOb.

Cyns mo BceMy, sHeprusi CBATEHIX Meuel, KOTopas 110X0Xa Ha MaHy, Ha3kIBajlach «aypa».

— YBepeHa, B 3TOM MECTe 51 CMOTY NPOoOYyAUTh UCTUHHYIO CUIIy Moero CsieHHOro Meda. U B 3TOT
pa3 Ha MHe OcBsmieHHas BpoHs, Tak 4To 1 HUKOTro He 6010Ch! — 3asgBuUIIA MJIakKCca, KUBas OT
BOCXUILEHUS 3TUM MECTOM.



— HaBepnoe, HauOosiee BEPOSITHEIMYM BparaMu MOTYT OBITh TPU3PaKHU 37Tb(POB, YbM KPOBATU MBI
HCIIONIb3yeM?

— W-u-uk, mpuspaku?! — BcKpukHyna OnenHas [lacTumns.

— Hapetocs, 970 He Tak... Ho... Thl GOMIIBCS TPUBEAEHUN? — PACCEPKEHO CITPOCHUIT 3araH.

— 4-s1 ©Melo B BUAY, [a JagHO, OHYU 3Ke MEePTBeIlbl, KOTOPhIE MOSBIISIOTCS U3 HUOTKyHa!

— PasBe YIIOKAXWBATh IIPU3PAKOB U HEZXKUTHL — HE YaCThb pa6OTBI CBSIIIEHHOTO PI:II.[apFI?

LlepKOBb He TOJILKO 0XOTHIach Ha 4apofeeB. B ux 00s3aHHOCTH BXOAMUIIO TaK¥XKe pearupoBaTh Ha
JKanobwl mocnemoBaTesnei. U uM IpUXOOUIIOCH CPaXkKaThCs C HEKUTHIO, TIOCKOJIBKY Mard 4acTo
TIPU3BIBAIM MEPTBEIIOB.

YroOrl ApxaHTel cCunbHee Bcero 00sjics IPUBUIEHKH, a He mofel... Kak 9T1o xanko. [llactuns He
MOTJIa CKpPHITh APOXKDb B PyKaX, KOTfa oTBedasa.

— PaboTa ecTh paboTa, HO CTpAIIHbLIe BELM UMHU U OCTAlOTCS. YTO He Tak?

axe HedTrepoc pazoyapoBanachk OT 3TUX CIIOB.

— ...Tebe 3HAKOMO CJIOBO CaMOyBazKeHUe UJIM YeCTh? — CIIPOCHUJI 3araH.

— W3nuiHsAsg rOpOoCTh — AOPOTa K HeCYacThIO.

9TO COOTBETCTBOBAJIO €€ KPOTKOMY, IJIaKCUBOMY XapakTepy. [1o mpaBme roBopsi, 3arany ObII0
HeTIOAIeTbHO HHTEPECHO, KaK TaKas [eBYIIKa BooOIle Morja cTaTh CBAIIeHHBIM PrIllapeM.

A, TouHO, ee Xke BriOpan CBAIIeHHBN Med.

OHa He cMora 0CBOOOIUTHCS OT 3TOTO OpeMeHH M3-3a Pa3BUTOI0 YYBCTBA OTBETCTBEHHOCTU BOIIPEKHU
3mpaBoMy CMEICITY. BeposiTHO, 'peMopu cKa3asa: «3aueM IIPOSIBNIATE TI000BE K IIJIaKce?» U3-3a ee
TBEPHOBIX YOEXKIEHUN.

— B-Bort kKak?.. — HedTepoc 3anuynacs. [1o Bcerr BuguMOCTH, 0TBeT lllacTuib IOCTaBUII €€ B TYIIHUK.
Cyns mo rojocy, oHa He OblJla yBepeHa, COYyBCTBOBATh €l UJIK NTPe3upPaTh.

JTta OJEBYIIKa... [Toxoxe, Y Hee He II0JIy4aeTCs O0TBE€4YdTh Ha HEO2KUOAdHHBI€ BOIIPOCHI.



Ona OblyTa TOpazkeHa, KOTHa 3araH He MOBEeJICS Ha ee MOIBITKY MOAMeHUTh Hedu. YuuThBast 910,
3araH OBII YBEPEH, YTO ee BLICOKOMEPHOEe IOBeeHre Toxke ObI0 HauTpaHHBIM. beps Bce 3TO BO
BHMMaHue, HedTepoc BIOIHE 3aciyKuBasa J00BHU.

[Tnoxo. {d Havan gyMaTh 0 M100BU CIUIIKOM MHOTO Onarofgaps 9Toi ['peMopH.

Oxa Orlna yxkacatomiedl. Eif maxe ynanoch 3apa3uTh BEYHO allaTUYHOTO 3araHa...

— 4 TyT 3agymarcs, noxoxe, ¢ ot TH TOXKeE He 0YeHb JIaguills? — IpobopMoTal 3araH,
co6paBIIUCH C CUIaMH.

— H-He To 4TOOH 51 €e HEHABUKY UJIU THUIIA TOTO, Xopoio? [IpocTo KaXabi pa3, Kak M
BCTpPeYaeMcsi, OHa pa3birPhIBaeT MEHA. ..

— Ho ee BTOpoe ums «IIpusupenue»...

— U-n-ux!

Korga ®onn emre 6via Banbdop, oHa Hocuita 6pOHIO, ITOOXOISINYIO CKOpee TUraHTy. M3-3a
MaJieHbKO! GUTYPHI BHYTPHU OBIIIO MTOYTH ITyCTO, YTO ¥ IIOMOIJIO €if 3apaboTaTh BTOPOE UMSI.

— IToHATHO... Tak BOT IT0YeMy OHa TaK XOPOIIO HaXOOUT MOU CJIa00CTH... — IIlacTuib mobienHena
elrle CUJIbHee W Hayajla OpoxKaTh.

HaBepHo, myuiiie OBIJIO 9TOTO HE TOBOPUTE ...

[Toka oH peninia aKKypPaTHO noHaOmogaTs 3a [lacTums, IPOoAoIIXKasa OCMaTpPpHUBATE NOM.

— He noxoxe, 4T0 TyT OBUIM Marudeckue JIOBYIIKY.

OnbdHBI 10 BO3MOKHOCTHY n30eranyd KOHGIMKTOB, HO KaXKObIM U3 HUX 0071aial 9KCTPAOPOUHAPHEIM
3armacoM MaHbI. [103ToMy 3araH MpepArookKuil, YTO TYT MOTYT OBITh JIOBYIIKHU [JIST 3aAIUTHl JKUITBLIOB
1 ux cexpeToB. OfHAKO OH He 00HAPYKUJI HU OMHOMU, YTO IOBOJIbHO CTPAHHO.

— A Hu pa3y He BuUeEJIIa, YTOOBI KTO-TO B JepeBHE NCIIOJIb30BaJl Maruio. Bo3MoxHO, g1 He IIpaBa U OHHU
IIPOCTO CKPHIBAJIX €€ OT MEHA, HO HE OYMal0, YTO OHH YMEJIX KOJIJOBATh, — CKa3alJla He(bI/I, OIIyCTHUB
T'1a3a.

[TomuMo Maruu OB ellle ¥ HeOeCHbBIM MUCTHUIIM3M, HO TOJIBKO BHICIIKE 37Ib(H Bpome Hee u Hedrepoc
MOTJIH BJIQfIeTh WM.



— Cepre3Ho? Ho Kak Torga oHu 3amuiianichk? OHM Ke He MOTTIM IIPOCTO u30eraTh BCEX MOHCTPOB B
OKpyTe.

MoOHCTpPEI — XKUBBIE CYIECTBa, KOTOPHIe 001afanyd MaHOM U BHEIITHE CEPhe3HO0 OTINYAIUCh OT JII0fiel
M KUBOTHBIX. Cpefu HUX ObUIM U TIOHWMABIIINE YeJIOBEUECKYI0 PeUb — O TAKUX XOAWIM CIIyXu, OyATO
OBl OHU CBSI3aHHI C IEMOHAMU. BripoueM, MU BCeMU OBUKET JIUIIb TOJOM U XKaXOa pa3pylieHus, Tak
4yTO 11000ITATh C HUMH HE BHIAET.

Bokpyr Kuanougeca ux mo4yTu He OBIJIO, HO OHM aTaKOBaJId BCe BOKPYT, U 37bGbI He ObLIN
UCKITI0YeHreM. [ToroBapuBasy, YTo OHM OOMTAIOT HaXxe B TeX 4acTsax HoppaeHa, Kyaa He CTymajia HoOTa
YyeJioBeKa.

Bmecto Toro, uToOH 0TBeYaTh, Hedu mpocTo oTKphiia O6nuxKaiiyio geepb. OHa Bejla B TOCTUHYIO C
OOJBIINM CTOJIOM, OKPY2KEHHKIM KaMeHHBIMU CTYybsMH. K coXanmeHuio, ceiiyac Bce GBII0 TOKPHITO
MXOM. XOTh 9TO ¥ He KJIaloBasi, B BO3MyXe MaxJjIo rpsi3nio. I1pu GauKaiieM pacCMOTPEHUH 3alax He
Ka3aJICsl YIMBUTEJIbHBIM, TOCKOJIbKY MeOesb CIOBHO POCyIa U3 3eMIIH.

910 cBoero popa 6aprep... nmu 4To-TO {1 CO3MaHUs OYXOBHOM ayphl, ymoMsHyTo# IlacTumis.

Auepunisl mox3anyu MeXay AblpaMu B mony. [laxe 3arany, KOTOPHIN XKUJT B 3aMKe, TIOJTHOM CKEJIETOB
M YCTPOMCTB IJISI IBITOK, C TPYLOM BEPUIIOCH, UTO TYT MOTJIM XKUThH JIIOOU. A B KOMHATe Ha CTEHE ...
BUCEJI e0UHCTBEHHBIN JIYK.

— JI71s1 OXOTHI MBI MCITIOJI30BAJIM JIYKK BpOMe 3TOro, — o0bsicHuia Hedu u B3sinta ero.

PaccmatpuBas ero, OH u3faj BOCXUIeHHOe: «XM». PyKosiTh Obla cfiefiaHa U3 JepeBa U UCKYCHO
yKpalieHa cepebpsaHbIMU y3opaMu. OH Ka3ascs [0BOJIbHO IIeHHHIM, HO...

— ITH CHMBOJIBL, 3TO XK€ HeOeCHbIM MUCTUIIM3M? — OH YKa3aJl Ha OTMETKH, TI0X0XHKe Ha Te, 4YTO
KpacoBanuch Ha CBsileHHOM Meue.

— [Ta. 49 He 3HAI0, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT, HO HATIMCAHO: «JKCycue»... — KuBHYyIa Hedu.

— OT0 03Hayvaert «IIpoknsaTue 37a». 3aKjIvHaAHUE, OTTOHAIOLIEe 3JIbIX IYX0B, — BMellasach B
pasrosop Hedrepoc.

— ...Trl moMoTaerp HaM? — OUHTEPECOBAJICS SBHO COUTHI C TONKY 3araH.

— VBepeHa, 4TO MOXKeIIb HaM 3TO PacCKa3hiBaTh?

— ...He 10 uT06H MacTep brudpoHC mpuKa3biBaa MHE MOT4YaTh. A ellle 4eM ObICTpee BBl 3aKOHYHUTE
paccrnenoBaHue, TeM ObICTPee MBI OTIIPABUMCS Ha3al, TakK? B TakoM ciydae, s IOMOTY BaM, —



BBEICOKOMEDPHO 3asdBHIIA SHB(i)HfIKa. OpHako Kavalolmecs, Jeprapiirecd YIIKH BeldaBaJId €e
NCTHHHBIE HaMEPEHUI.

Ee CnuIIKOM IETKO HNOHSTE...

— Yro Takoe? — HedTepoc ycTaBunacs Ha 3araHa B OTBET Ha €TI0 BOIIPOCUTEIILHEIN B3TJIAA,.

— 4 emUHCTBEHHBIN, K KOMY Thl OTHOCHIIIBCS ITpoxiagHo. He Hagoeno?

— Xa? [JeiiCTBUTENLHO?

[Toxoxe, OHa Haxke He 3aMedasia 3TOro.

— Takoe Beuatnenue, 4yto ¢ I'pemopu u Hedu Th1 Bepents cebst 60jiee eCTECTBEHHO. ..

— Bo3MoxkHO, TH paB. f gaxe He oOpalraia Ha 9T0 BHUMaHuU. [IpocTo...

— Yto?

— THI... Bnageika JIeMOHOB.

9To OHa Tak ero yBaxaet? Vnu 910 3Ha4yuT, 4To GouTCcs? Kakoit 651 HYU OblJIa IPUYMHA, OHA €0
BOJTHOBAJIA.

— ¢ He TBO¥ MacTep. § He mpory Tebs Pa3roBapuBaTh MO-IPYTrOMY, HO T TOCTh. HeT HyK Ikl
HAMPSATaThCS MPHU OOIIEHWK CO MHOM... TIOKa YTO, — IOXKKMMas IedaMu, 3aMeTun 3arad. Korga oxa
Oblyia B ponu cinyxkaHku budpoHca — 3T0 OBIZI0 COBCEM IPYTOe, OMHAKO B IaHHKIM MOMEHT OHa Oblyia
TIOCTOPOHHUM YEJI0BEKOM, BTSIHYTHIM B €T0 [lefla. YUUTHIBast 00CTOSTEIbCTBA, OH 00513aH XOPOIIIO C
Hel obparraThes. [Tocme TOTo KakK OH MOMENUIICS MBICISIMYU 0 9ToMy moBony, HedTepoc cnerka
paccnabunacse.

— Taxk Tou... [Tousina. Torma 6ymy roBopuTh MeHee (HopMasnbHO.

— Kak mo MHe, OTJIMYHO.

Ymku Hedu pagocTHO 3afpoKaiy OT UX pa3roBopa. YBugeB 3To, HedTepoc ycraBunace Ha Hee U
3aKpuyana:

— Yt0? Bo3paxenus?!



— Hu B xoeM cnyuae! Cnacu6o 6omnbioe, mucc Hedrepoc. UMeTh KOT0-TO, KTO TOHUMaET HeOeCHBIN
SI3BIK — XOPpolllee mofacrnopke. [Toyaraock Ha Bac.

— fl-a coBcem He cuactnuBa! — Hedrepoc He npu3HaBasa, 4YTO paja, OGHAKO ApoXKalllde YIIKKA CHOBa
BHIIANIA €€ C IIOTPOXaMHu.

[Toxoxe Ha COIIePHUYECTBO CECTED UM B ayxe Toro...

He(bTepoc OOHAXKHEI IIOIIBITAJIaCh HABPEOUTHh eli, HO He(l)I/I IIPOCTHUJIa €€ U IIOIbITaJIaCh IIPUHATE.
HpaTBCH, d IIOTOM MUPUTHCA — YHUCTO KHU2KHAA UCTOPHA. ITO 3aCTaBuUJIO 3araHa KOe-4TO BCIIOMHHUTB.

«41 xouy 3aIUTUTE ee. A moToM o0y4uTh BCeMy, Kak crapiuasi...» Korga Hedrepoc nena, ucnonb3ys
HeOeCHBIN MHUCTULIM3M, €€ BOCIIOMUHAHUS BIUBaIUCh B 3araHa. [10aToMy oH 3Has, uto Hedu el He
OTBpaTUTeNbHA. HallpoTUB, OHa [axe X0Tejla ee CIacTH II0Cjie TOro, KakK y3Hasla, Kak C Hel
00X0IUTUCh B POMHOM foMe. [103ToOMy ee peakuusi HaBOMJIA Ha MBICIIH, YTO YYBCTBA BCE eIle
TEMIUIUCh BHYTPU. Het, mpaBunbHee O6ymeT cKa3aTh, YTO OHU BCIBIXHYIJIM C HOBOM CHJIOH IIOCTIe
IIPOBENEHHOT0 BMECTE BPEMEHN.

— [Toxoxe, 3TO OpyXKue COelaHo 10 TOMY Xe PUHLHUIY, Kak U CBslleHHb Medy... Bnpouewy, nyk
BBEITJISIOUT KaK UTPYIIKA [0 CPaBHEHUIO C Me4oM. [TpoCTo MOTSHYB 3a TETUBY, MOXKHO OymeT
BLICTPENIUTL MaHOU. KOHEUHO, eciiu JIydHUK yMeeT UCIO0JIb30BaTh €e.

— fcHo. 3HAYUT, TYK CTaPUHHEIH... — MPOKOMMEHTUPOBAJT 3araH.

— 4 gymato, THI mpaB. KuTenu IepeBHU TOYHO He MOTJIM ero chesaTh. [Ipearnosaraio, OH U3 310X,
KOT[Ia BEICIIKE 3B BPOOE MEHS H... 9TOU AEBYIIKH elre ObITA OOBIYHEIM SBIEHUEM.

— OH ueHHHINU? — CKJIOHWIA royoBy Hedu.

— K HeMy upeasnbHO IOJXONUT BEIpAXKEHUE «JIeTeHAapHoe opyxkue». Eciu Obl pyKU 1LIepKBU
IOTSHYJIKACH IO HEro, TO cHeay Obl er0 HOBBIM CBSIILIEHHBIM OPYKHEM.

— VX, 3T0... mocTaBuso Ovl ero B psif co CBsAleHHHIMU MeyaMu? — OTKpHITHE Topa3uiio [lacTumis.

— OHU He paBHHI, IOe-TO Ha CTylleHb HUXKe. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, 0H MoIHee TBoel OCBAILIEHHON
Bbponwu.

[Ineyu ITacTUIb OMyCTUIUC.

— Vrx, s HaKOHeIl IPHUIIIa BO BCEOPYKUH, U TYT 3TO...



JIoTM4HO, YTO B CKPBHITOM IepeBHE 371b(OB HAXOOUIUCh TaKue MOIIHEE apTedhaKTh. Kak Obl TO HU
ov110, Hedrepoc, moxoxe, 04eHb TOPAMIIACH PACKPHITOM TarHOU. [Jaxke ee BpaxneOHOCTh K Hedu
ocnabna.

MoxerT, g CIIUIIKOM BOJIHYIOCE...

Ceiiuac 3T0 OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO, OHAKO HaCTYIIUT O€HBb, KOT'la 3TH ABOE€ CMOTI'YT CHAaCTJIMBO IIPOBECTHU
BpeMs BIBOEM.

HpI/ICTaHBHO IIOCMOTPEB Ha JIYK, [ITacTHUIb BOCXUIIIEHHO KHUBHYIIA.

— Ecnu 51 mpaBuIbHO MOMHIO, B JIET€HIaX PaCCKa3kIBaIOCk, YTO 371b(bl — MacTepa ayka. OHu —
paca, Bnagemomas abCypgHbIM 3allacOM MaHEHI, TaK YTO 3TO OPYKUe UAealbHO ITOJXOOUT UM.

— ...Cnacu60 3a 00bsicHeHMe. MOXKeT, XOThb TH Oyfelb JepKaThCs 0T MeHS Mofablne? — CIIPOCHIa
Hedrepoc. IIpexne yem onn 3ametuny, [llacTuns yxe ynenunach 3a IMOAOJ ee IJala.

— H-HO B KOMHAaTe Tak TeMHO! MHe KaxkeTcH, KTO-HI/I6YJIB HEO0XHIOaHHO BHIIIPBITHET U ...

— Trt mpaBma ApxaHren? Xo4elllb CKa3aTh, YTO IIEPKOBb CYUTAET TeOsi paBHOM TOMY ABOPELKOMY? —
Hedtepoc Orina omenomnera. OgHaKo OHa He CTpsixHYNa pykKy [llacTunb, HeCMOTPS Ha SIBHOE
npeHebpexkenne. BMecTo 3Toro oHa BepHyIa nyK Hedu u npomomkuia UATH.

— W ponro TH ete 6ymerns CTOsATH? HaM Hao 0CMOTPETh BCe KOMHATHI 0 YKUHA, TIOMHUIIIE?

— Il-m-n-nmomo>xom!

HedTepoc momtta Buepenu rpymnisl ¢ npuienuieics IlacTunb.

3ara" u He(bI/I 00MEHSIIUCh PaCTepsAHHBIMU B3TJIAgaMHU U IIOIIJIM C TOPBEKUMHU YJ'ILIﬁKaMI/I Ha JIHIaX.

— Jlaxxe B TaKOM 3aXO0JIyCThe OOJIZKHA OBLITH 6YTBIHO‘-IK&-JIpyTaH, Xa? — 3araH YOOBIIETBOPEHHO
B3OOXHYIJI, BBIIIUB BUHA U3 GYTBIJ'IKI/I, HalileHHOM B momaBaie. [Ioxoxke, BUHO OBLITO BBEITEP2KAHO
IIPaBUIJILHO, X €TI0 YTOHYEHHAas 3PEJIOCTH IIJIdCalla Ha sA3BIKE.

[TpsiMo ce¥iyac OH CTOSII B OMHOM M3 CIlajieH oMa cTapelmrHbl. KoMHaTa Oblyla MOYTH ITycTa — 3a
MCK/II04eHreM HeOOJIbIIOr0 CTOJIMKA HallPOTUB IePEBIHHOM KPOBATU U KHUXKHOU TIOJIKM C POBHBIMU
psilaMu BPYYHYIO HallMCaHHBIX KHUT. [IpOCMOTPEB UX BCE, OH IIPUIIENT K BEIBOAY, YTO 3TO OBIIM
OHEBHUKY Ha SI3BIKEe 37b(OB.



MaTpac 0511 HaOUT COoIOMOH, a He xJIonkoM. OH IpHcesl Ha KpoBaTh, KOTOpas 0Ka3ajach JOBOJILHO
npusTHOM. OOKIYHO OH ApeMasl Ha TPOHE, TaK YTO COH Ha CIIMHE 0Ka3aJiCs MPUSTHOM CMeHON
ob6cTaHoBKHU. bosee Toro, 3T0 OBIN IEPBHIH pa3, korma Hedu okasanack B COBEPINEHO APYTON
KOMHaTe, ¥ OH MOT pacciabuThCs ellle CUIbHel. B 3aMKe ee KOMHATa HaXxOAWIach MPSMO Haf
TPOHHBIM 3aJI0M. OTO 3HQYMJIO, YTO OHA MOTJIa MOSBUTHLCS B 1I000M MOMEHT, Be[b ITPOUTH B IPyTUE
KOMHATHI 3aMKa MOXKHO OBIJIO TOJTBKO Yepe3 Hero.

3araH BCIIOMHMUJI, YTO IIPOM30IIJIO BO BpeMs YKKHA, II0Ka OH IOTSATHUBAJ BUHO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B
IioMe He 0Ka3ajloCh Marun4eCcKUX JIOBYILIEK MU UCIIONIb3YIOMUX HeOeCHbIM MUCTHLIN3M. [Tocrie
BOCCOEIMHEHHS C OCTaJIbHBIMU IIOMCKOBHIM OTPST 00HAPYKHUJI Pa3/IoKEeHHYIO ey B OMHOU U3
Oonpx KOMHAT. KynuHapHBIN OTPS[ CHOean MPUIUYHBIN YKUH U3 OCTAaTKOB, HAaUIEHHEIX HA KyXHe.
Opnako @0 BEI3BAJIaCh «IIOMOTATh», ¥ €hl €[Ba XBATHJIO, YTOOLI BCE HAEHUCH.

I'pemopu onsiTh Apa3uuiia Hedrepoc. 3aral permni, 4To OHa fejlajia 3T0 HaMepPeHHO, YTOOk OTBIIeYb
Hedu.

— Hedu... BEITIsIETa BeChbMa 03ala¥eHHOM, — B3[OXHYJI OH, TJISIAS Ha SPKO-KPACHYIO XKUAKOCTh B
pokaje.

Ee murio... uu, cKopee, YIIKH IIO[CKa3ajIi, YTO OHa He MPEeCTaBIIsIeT, KakK pearupoBaTh, ¥ 9TO ee
BOJTHYET TOpa3fo OOoJbIle, YeM COCTOSTHUE IepeBHU. [ peMopu U KuMapuc, KOHEUHO XKe, TOXKE 3TO
3aMEeTHIIH. DTO MOBOJILHO YIUBUTENILHO, YUMTHIBASI, YTO OHU Y3HANIM OPYT OPyra HEOaBHO.

3araH XOTh ¥ BOJTHOBAJICS 3a Hee, HO 3HaJI, YTO Ha30UJTUBbIE BOIIPOCHL O CAMOYYBCTBHY OOBIYHO
pasmpaxatoT. [ToaToMy Tpame3a 3aKOHYHUIIACH [0 TOT'0, KaK 3araH cKa3asl XOTh CJI0BO. A 3aTeM OHU
Pas3meNuIuCh U MOIUIM OTABIXaTh B CBOM KOMHATHL. K nydrnemMy unu xyauemy, B joMe OBIJI0 BOCEMb
KOMHAT, @ 3Ha4YMUT, KaXXJOMY HOCTAlIOCh IT0 OTHOMH.

[ITacTunb, KaK HU CTPAHHO, OTHECTIA YKUH bap6agocy. ATOT HeXKeJIaHHHIHM APYT 3araHa He BCTAJl U BO
BpeMs yKuHa. BO3M0XKHO, OH YyTh 11epebOopIIHII C YOIapoM.

— OH, MOXKeT, ¥ 0TOPOC, HO Y HETO TOXKE eCTh XOPOIllasi CTOPOHA, KOTOPYIO OH BPEMS OT BPEMEHHU
nposiBisieT. KoHewHo, s 3acTpsiyia 30ech U3-3a ero BHIXOMOK, HO Garofgapst eMy st MO3HaKOMHUJIACh C
tobou 1 Hedu, — ckasamna IllacTumns.

Bap6anmoc 3amuiman ee 1Mo MprKa3y 3araHa, Tak YTO OH OTYACTH BUHOBAT. M Bce Ke OH ObINT yIUBIIEH,
YTO OHA MepecTalia ero HeHABUAETh.

Bap6amoca 3To ToxKe Bpofe Kak 0ojbIle He OECIIOKOUT...

YT0 XK, yUUTHIBasg 00CTOATENBCTBA — 3TO XOPOIIUY 3HAK.

— Yrto0 BaxHee, TaK 3TO HG(I)I/I — Y HEro HaKOHeIl TOSABHUIIaCh CBOA JIMYHAasA KOMHaTa, HO BCE, YEro



OH 2KeJIaJl, 3TO IIOTOBOPHUTE C Hell. YBEI, OH He 3HaJl, YTO CKa3aTh, KOTHa OHa Onlja Tak IofiaBiieHa. A
elne OHa, HaBepHOe, X0TeJla OOBITH OTHA, TAaK KAKOW CMEICTI 3BaTh €r0?

— ITopa3uTenbHO... Y MeHs HeT IPUYKH BOJHOBATHECS, BeOb TaK? — OH TPSAXHYJI TOJI0BOM, YTOOHI
130aBUTHCS OT MEICIIEH, KOTOPhIe 00fyMbIBas O0JIbIIe IoIy4daca. 3aTeM B35J OyTHUIKY B PYKU U
BCTAaJl.

Ecnu 51 He MOTy NpuUgyMaTh, YTO CKa3aTh, S IPOCTO mobyay psgom!

U 3aran, u Hedu He ymenu o6rieKaTh YyBCTBa B CJI0BA. BOT mouyeMy OHU MIPUKKUMAIKCh APYT K APYTY
B TPYAHBIHM Yac. M mouemy oH Kojyiebasics, Korga OTBeT ObIJT Ha IOBEPXHOCTHU?

OXx, 30ech KTO-TO €CThb...

[ToTepsBIIMCH B MBICTISIX, OH HE Cpa3y 3aMETHJI, YTO 3a IBEPBIO KTO-TO XOauI Kpyramu. OH GBI
YBEPEH, YTO IIPO0JIKAJIOCh 3TO OBOJIBHO HOJTO.

Hedu... Her, 310 He ee maru....

Hedwu ouens cTapanachk nepeMeniaTtbCsa TUX0, TaK YTO OH cpa3y y3Hau Obl ee. CTOJb Jerkas MOCTYIIb
He MorJja npuHaniexatsh Kumapucy unu bapbagocy, 3Ha4uT, 970 Obla XXeHIKuHa. Hermoxoxe Ha
®onn unu MacTtunb. 310 Moriia ObITH ['peMopH, XOTA ee LIaryd Toxe He ObUIM TaKUMU MATKUMH.
3HA4UT, OCTAeTCs OfHA [T0l03peBaeMasl...

— YTo TH 30ech genaentb... Hedgrepoc?!

— Ja?! — Hedrepoc ocTonbeHena, Korjaa 3araH paclaxHyl OBepb.

Takas peakiids y TOro, KTO MOX0XK nuiioM Ha Hedu, ocBexaer...

Yro OBl HU Mpou30IT0, Hedu HUKOTma HE CHelaeT MOX0KEero JINIaA.

Kakoe-To BpeMs HedTepoc xyomnana pToM, CUISICh OTBETUThH, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OTKMHYJIA BOJIOCHI,
YyTOOB COXPAHUTh JOCTOUHCTRBO.

— 4 mpocTo mpoxonuiia MUMO.

— OX, X0pOIIO... — OH PEeLINJI IOALIrPaTh, YTOOH OHA COXpaHuIa IuIo. M X0Ts oHA pa3mpakeHHo
OTBEpHYJAch, y Hee sIBHO ObIJIO KaKOE-TO eJI0 K 3arany, Cyns [0 ee MUMOJIETHOMY B3TJIANY.

4 xouy Kk Hepu Kak MOKHO OBICTpEE...



OH xoTen u3baBuThCs 0T HedTepoc, HO 1M3-3a pelleHuss OTHOCUTHCS K Hel, KaK K TOCThe, OBII
BBIHY2KIEH MTPOSIBUTH XOTh HEMHOT'0 BeXKJTUBOCTHU. 3a HEMMEHKUeM BeIOOpa OH Iepelres cpady K CyTH.

— T®I yTO-TO XOTENA?

— M-M-M, HY... — B3OPOTrHYJIa U HpO60pMOTaJ'Ia Ta. [Toxoxe, BOIIPOC 3aCTaBHUII €€ 3adyMaThCA.

Kakas xke mpobrieMHasi. ..

[ToCKOIBKY CIpAIINBATh CMBICTIA He OBIJIO, OH YCTABUIICS Ha Hee B OXKMIaHUU OTBeTa. IIOHSB, YTO OT
Hee XOYT OeWCTBUYM, OHa IPOTSIHYJIa eMy TO, YTO iepXkaJjia B pyKaX, C IPOTUBOPEYUBLIM JIUIIOM.

— Bort, g IIpHUIijia BEPHYThH MAHTHIO.

— Most MaHTHS? — OH BCIIOMHHIJI, O Y€M OHA TOBOPHUT, KOT'Oa CJIOBa ITIOKKUHYJIN POT.

ToyHO, 51 XKe oTHaln ee, KOrga OHa II0TepsAila OgeXKOy Ha Kopa6ne, ga?

Oxn cnac Hedrepoc, Korga Ta mpeBpaTUiiach B MOHCTPA OT OCTAaTOYHEBIX cunl [lopenuTens [JeMoHOB.
TOT[a OH OIOJIKMI €l MaHTHIO, 0 KOTOPOU UIET peydb.

— CTpaHHO. ThI IIpoIliIa BeCh 3TOT IIYyTh, TOJIBKO YTOOBI BEPHYTH ee?

— He TBI 11U cKa3an MHe BEPHYTh CaMOu?!

— 4 Tak ckazan? — Torga oH Ovln cOKyCcHpOBaH Ha «mopapke» budpoHcy, Tak 4To 0cobo u He
TIOMHMJI, 0 4eM roBopuii. Kak 0wl TO HU OBIJIO, OHA IIPEOofoJiesia TaKOM MyTh, YTOOH BEPHYTh MAHTHIO.
OH 00s13aH 1100€3HO0 e IPUHSTh.

— XMm? Ona Bcerfga Oblla TaKOM... KpaCUBOM?

Hedu rosopusna 3To He pa3, HO IJIall OBIT JOCTATOYHO CTAphIM. bosee Toro, ero mopsaiu Bo BpeMs
6uTtBel co Cnu3bio [ToBenutens [leMoHOB. Korma oH BOIIPOCUTENBHO CKIIOHHUT rojioBy, HedTepoc
OTBeJla B3TJIAM, @ KOHYUKY ee yIley Hadalu KPaCHETh.

— IIOYMHUTE €e — 9TO MEHBIIEE, YTO S MOTJIa CHAesaTh.

— THI coenana 9To s MeHs? Xopomias padoTa, — 3araH Hafiell MAHTHUIO U HATIPSIZKEHHO YIILIOHYIICS.

— Oro, "emnmoxo. Ecnu BudpoHc HamoecT, mpuxogu B Mo¥ 3aMoK. Tebst ket 1enas Ky4da paboTHL.



— Ilo-TBOEMY, 51 KaKasi-TO JOMPaOOTHHIIA?..

— Her, THI ke 3Haelrs HeOeCHBIM MUCTHILIM3M, TaK 4YTO Oyellbh 3HAUUTh OOJIbIIIe.

— {1 momymato, — HacMexasich, oTBeTunIa HedTepoc, coBHO upes Obiyla He Tak mioxa. [1o KpaiHen
Mepe, 3araH He YJIOBUII HU 9HTy3Wa3Ma, HU IIPe3PEHUs B ee CJIOBaXx.

— Tlonarato, ¢ budpoHcom Bce B mopsake?

— 4 gymaro... — mpoTsATHBas Kycouek O6ymaru, orBetuna Hedrepoc. Ha mepBsiit B3ris 3T0 ObIIO
II0X0Ke Ha TO caMoe IIpuriaileHue oT budpoHca, HO Ha caMOM fiejie BHYTPH HaXOAUIICS OCOOBIM
MexaHHU3M. TOT caMbIi KyJakK, IUTaeMblil OT MaHBI, KOTOPHIH 61 budpoHca Kaxmabli pa3, KOraa TOT
37IHII ee.

— Ax pa. [To3Bosb mo6GarogapuTh 3a 3Ty 6e3menyiky. OHa MoKa3asia MacTepy budpoHcy BaKHOCTh
JIMYHOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBA.

— A BOT 3TO HEOXKUJAHHO. YBepeHa, YTO OH BEIY4YMsI ypok? OH He ITOX0XK Ha TOT0, KTO JIFOOUT
YUUTBCH...

— Ero romoBy yxe HECKOIBKO pa3 CHOCHUIO. Kak TOBOPUTCS, CTpax — JIYYIIIMi MOTHUBATOP, — OHA
pas3gpaXkKeHHO TToKavasia roJI0BOM.

— XM-M-M-M... — 3arad He 0XKuOaJl TAaKOoTro OTBETA.

BudpoHc Bce ellle He MOXKET C HUM CIIPaBUTHCS?

Budponc 6vi1 Brnagsikoit [leMoHoB. KoHeuHO, 0BYIIIKa ObIJIa 3aMBICIIOBATAst, HO KTO-TO CTOJIb
CUJIbHBIN y2Ke TaBHO JOoJIKeH Obln ee 06e3BpeauTh. K ToMy ke OH MOT ITpocTo 3a0paTh MHUChMO. A
3HAQYUT, JeJI0 B TOM, YTO OH XOT€eJI OCTaBUTh €r0. X0Ts, MOXKET, OH AEeMCTBUTEILHO IIOHSI «BaXXKHOCTh
JIMYHOTO IIPOCTPAHCTBa», KaK U cKa3asa HedTepoc.

X0Ts1, BO3MOXKHO, Y HETO €CTh CTPAHHBINA (PETHIIL...

— Hy u xoporno, He Tak nu? B cnepyrouuit pa3 s coenaio Tak, 4ToObl TeOs He UCIIO0Ih30BaId KaK
TIOJOTIBITHOT'O KPOJIMKA, — MUMOJIETHAs YIbI0Ka IPOIIIa 0 ULy 3araHa.

HedTtepoc Hampsriack u ycTaBuiaach ¢ yausnenreM. OHa 3aKphlia SpKO-KpacHOEe OT CMYIIEHUS
JIUTIO.

— 2-9T0 He TBoe meno. Cepbe3Ho, s MopaxkalCh, HACKOILKO TH 100... TO €CTh, HACKOJIBKO THI



OTKPHITHIHM. ITO XKe $ MOMbITanach HaBpeauTh Hedu, He 3a0b1n?

— YV Hac HeT BpeMeHM 3alMKJIMBAThCS Ha MEeJIOYH, 3aKaTHIBAIOIIEH NCTEPUKH, — eIBa COepKaJl OH
CMexX.

— Menousb? [Tocnyimai, He 3Hal0, CKOIBKO Tebe eT, Ho s cTapiine Hedenuu, mOHATHO?

— Bor Kak, — mpoGopMoTa oH, a 3aTeM KUBHYJ. — TakK CKOIbKO Tebe neT?

3aras 3HaJ, 4TO CIIDAIIMBATh BO3PACT 2KEHIITUHEL FPY60, HO OH H€ U3 TeX, KTO IIOJYNHAETCA
COLIMAJIbHBIM HOPMaM.

— M-mHe... Xa? CKOJIBKO... MHE?.. — OHa Oblyla 00ecKypaXKeHa CTOJIb IPSMOINHEMHBIM BOIIPOCOM U
Haydaja KadaThb I'0JIOBOM, IIHITAICh HAUTH OTBET.

— YTo0 Takoe?

— Huyero... — 3asBuIa OHa Impexne, 4eM CHOBa IIOCMOTPETH Ha HETO.

— YTo0 BaxHee, TH XOTh U Brapbika [IeMOHOB, HO OMXKEH 3HATD, YTO CIPAIIMBATE Y IEBYIIKA
BO3pacT — rpyoo.

— Trl cama Hayasa 3TOT Pa3roBOp. MHe IyieBaTh, CKOJIbKO Tebe JeT... — MOMHSI PYKX 3araH, TOYHO
CHaBasics.
— XM-M... — CepeOpsiHble BOJIOCH KAUHYIUCh OT CMEIKA, IT0Ka OHM IIIJIX 110 KOPUAOPY.

— He moxeT OvITh... OHa He 3HAET CBOM BO3PACT? — IMPOOOPMOTAIT OH. ITO IIJIOXOM 3HAK.

3araH 3aCThII Ha HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsi, OIIaCadaCh XyAIIero mocjie 3Toro pa3rosopa.

&

— He Mory ycHyTb... — 03amadeHHo npobopmoTana Hedu B MUITHOHHEIN pPa3 3a HOYb. Y Hee GrUIa
CBOSI KOMHATa, HO CKAYyIIe MBIC/IA HE HaBajlk YCHYTb.

— Macrep 3aras... — oT4asgHHO 1o3Basia oHa. OgHAaKOo 3TO OB He UX 3aMOK. OH BIIE€pPBhIE MOTYYUIT
coOCTBEHHYI0 KPOBaTh U, CKOpee BCETO0, yXKe CIall.

Heyxenu o ToM, 4TOOH IIOCTIATh B OHOM KPOBaTH, HE MOXKET OLITh U peuu? BymeT nu 3To



0ECIIOKOUTE ero?

OH paspelan CUAEeTh Ha CBOUX KOJIEHSIX MHOTO pa3, HO OHHU CIIaju B O0BATHUSAX APYT OPyra BCEro
IBazK[bl. B TOT [eHb, KOTTIa OH ee KYIIUJI, ¥ B HOUb, KOT{Ia OTKPHII CBOE IIPOIIITIOeE.

Bpewms ot Bpemenu Hedu 3ameuarna, 4To KpoBaTh X0nofgHas. M Kaxaeli pa3, Kak 3TO IIPOUCXOANIIO,
OHa MOJIMJIaCh IIOCHATh C HUM IO OOHUM OfIesiJIOM, YTOOBl YTKHYThCS B TEIJIOe, IPUSATHOE TEJO0. YBHI,
UX Pa3[esisan TPOH, Ha KOTOPOM OH OOBIYHO CIIall.

A cnumkoM n3bajoBaHHaL. ..

B cMmsATeHMY OHA MMOKavasia I'oJI0BOM, ITBITasiCh M30ABUTHCS OT pa3birpaBUINXCS MbIciieli. Ee oueHb
BOJIHOBAJIO, YTO MOAYMaeT 3araH, eciu oHa OyneT melicTBOBaTh, Kak BenuT cepaiie. OHa Bepuia, 4To
OH YyBCTBOBAJI TO K€ CaMoe, HO 9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO OH OTBETUT B3aUMHOCTBIO.

KoHedHO, HeBaXKHO, 4TO OHA cHelnaeT, 3araH npuMet ee. OHa 3Hasa 3T0. OgHAKO IeHCTBOBATh B
COOTBETCTBHUH CO CBOMMH JXKEJIAHUSIMHU BCe ellle ObIIO TSIXKeJO.

Yuiku Hedu okoHUaTeNbHO TOKPACHEH, ITOKa OHAa ep3ajia Ha KpoBaTu. OHa efBa ClepXKuBasa
BoOOpaxkeHue.

— 4 npaBpa He MOTY YCHYTb... — MOKPYTUBIINCE ellle, OHa CHajlach ¥ BCTajia C KpoBaTu. I10TIHYB
PYKy K TyMO04Ke, OHa IIeJIKHYyJIa IlajibliaMy, ¥ 3aropeiach cBeda. ITOM Maruu ee Hay4dus 3araH.

CnenmoM oHa monpo6oBajna OTKPHETE OKHO, KOTOPOe, OOHAKO, OBIJIO COeIaHo U3 JOCOK, & Yero-To faxe
OTHaJIeHHO HAaIIOMUHAIUIET0 CTEKJI0 He Habmonanock. OKHO OTKPHIBATIOCH C IIOMOIIIBIO PYKOSITKY,
IIPUKPETIEHHOU K KaXK[I0! CTaBHE.

JIyHHBIA CBET HAIIOIHUJI KOMHATY, ¥ [EBYIIKA IPKCTAJILHO CMOTPE/Ia Ha ONWH U3 JTOMOB
pa3pyleHHoH nepeBHH. TOT, B KOTOPOM OHA BHIPOCTIA.

— CTpaHHo... 4 moYTH HUYEro He YyBCTBYI0, — OHA JOTPOHYIACh m0 rpynu. CepaiedueHue He
Yy4aCTHIIOCH, JbIXaHue ObIT0O B HOPMe, TOYHO OHA He HUCIBIThIBa/la HY KallJId BOJTHEHHUS.

4 nymana, 6yzmet 6onbHee...

[Toxoxe, 3araH OYeHb BOJTHOBAJICS O HEW, I09TOMY BCIOMY XOAWII 110 msitaM. U Bce ke oHa Oblla Tak
CIIOKOWHA, YTO BO3BpAIeHUe MOTy4YHIIOCh pa3odapoBriBatomyuM. OHa OB elre I0YyBCTBOBAJIA XOTh
Kario 60y, ecnu Ob1 BCIofy ObUIM pa30pocaHbl TPYIIH 971b(oB, HO He OBIIO faiKe CIegoB KPOBH, a
30aHudA II04YTHU HE TpOHYTbI, TOYHO BCE€ XKHMTEJIN NCIIaPUIIUCh B OOHO4YaChe.

CHnokouHbIE YJIHUIIBI 3aCTaBUJIM YCOMHUTECS, YTO BCETO HECKOJIBKO MECAIIEB Ha3a/ OHa XKHUJla 3[0ECh.



HerT, He coBceM Taxk. CKopee, OHA BHOBB CTasia co00M, KaKou Obla ellle 10 BCTpedYu C 3araHoM.

— Ox, TouHO. 4 Xe OblJTa TAKOH BCE BPEMSI.

OHa BHIpOC/Ia B MUPe, TOe O0MblINe 0XKUAaHUS TPUHOCUITH 60binyio 6051b. HUKTO He cCMOTpen Ha
Hee, a CaMo CYIIeCTBOBaHMUE [IEBYIIKYU CYUTATIOCH 3TIBIM BIMSHUEM.

[ToaToMy OHa 3aKphlnach OT Mupa. Ecnu nepecrtath gymaTh, To 0071b cTaHOBUTCS crnabee. Ecnu
IepecTaTh IBUTATHCS, TO OOJb MPOIIE CTEPIETh. B 00MeH Ha BO3MOXKHOCTh UCIIHITATh PAgOCTh OHA
n3baBusack ot 6omu. Y Bce, 4TO OHa fenasna, — MOJIUIAcCh O CKOpeilieM KOHIle ee 6eCCMBICTIEHHOU
JKU3HM.

Ee cepare 3auepcTBeno. OHa CHOBA CTajla MyCTHIIKON. OgHaKOo 3TO He OblyIo 110X0. Eif mpuiiinoch
IPUHSATH npoinoe. MHave moe3gka ciofa Ovlna HarmpacHoOU. ECii oHa IPOOIXKUT IPOXKUBATh 9TU
BOCIIOMMHAHHUS CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, TO HE CMOXKET IT0YYBCTBOBATH TEIJIO JIIOOBH 3araHa U OCTAJIbHOM
CEMBbH.

— 4 He xo0uy 3Toro... — OHa 6onbile He kenana cMepTu. He OyneT mpeyBenuueHneM CKa3aTh, UTO €€
’KM3Hb Hayajach TOJIbKO B MOMEHT BCTpeuHu ¢ 3araHoM. M Temepb OHa X0Tejla XKUTh BMECTe C HUM,
®omnn, [llactuns, Manyanoi, Padasnem, I'pemopu, Kumapucom u maxe Bapbamocom. IToaTomy e
HAJ0 OTOPOCUTH MPOIIIIOE.

IToka oHa IIpoaoJIzZKajla paCCMaTpPUBATh [I0M, Ha6I/Ipa${CB PenmmMoCTH...

— Xm?.. — Hedwu 3ameTusna cinabblit OrOHEK B CTAPOM JIOME.

TaM... KTO-TO eCTh?

OxHa B HEM OBIIM TaKHe Ke, ¥ Yepes IIeJIM B MOCKaX IIPOoCaYuBaICs CBeT. YTO-TO IPOUIOIIIO.

HacKoIbKO OHa IMOHKMAJIa, 3TO MOT OBITh IYTHHK UM OAHOUT — CBET HUKAK He MOT IIOSBUTLCS caM
1o cebe.

— Hapmo cpouHo npeaymnpeauTh MacTepa 3araHa... — OHa HallpaBUJIACh K BHIXOMAY, HO HOTH
OCTAHOBUJIUCh.

A HOpManbHO 11 9T0? HyKHO 71 BooO1Ie 3araHy 3HATh?

Ecnu oH mocnyuiaet ee u IONUAET OCMATPUBATh IOM — IOJIy4aeTcs, OH IPofesaeT BCio paboTy, moKa
oHa paccnabnsiercs? Kak uMeHHO OHa IIPUHSA CBoe c1aboe, IPOIIIOe «s1», €CJIU IPOCTO IT03BOJIUIIA
eMy 3amumarh ce0si CHoBa ¥ CHOBA?



— Mou n3BrHeHUs, MacTep 3aral... [IpocTuTe 3a T0, 4YTO AEUCTBYIO IO CBOeH Bojie, — Hedu
BCTPSIXHYJIa T'OJIOBOM.

M B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa BIIePBLIE B XKU3HMU TIOIIIa BIepen 6e3 ybel-mu00 MmoanepxKKy.

Hedu obynach, B3sijia pyuKy ¥ Hadasa IIMCaTh O TOM, YTO ITPOM3OIIIO0 X YTO OHa cOOMpaeTCs CHenaTh.
OHa HaMepeBaJlach UCIIOTHUTH 3alyMaHHOe, HO He 3HaJjla, YeM B UTOTe 3TO 00epHeTCs. FICue3HyTh,
He CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba, — MPU3HAK AYPHOTO TOHA, TO3TOMY OHA AOIKCAJa 3alliCKy U BHIIPHITHYIIA
yepes OKHO.

O4eHb XOJIOOHO...

Ona 6bi1a ofeta B GOpMy CITy2KaHKHU, TIO3TOMY TOPHBIH X0JI07] 0TO3BAJICS B HEW IPOKBIO.

— Ilonronma Hazap 51 OB ¥ He TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA €TO...

3HAYUT JIU 3TO, YTO OHA CTajia cirabee?

Hy, Takyto cnaboCTh 51 MOTy IPUHATE.

[To mpaBpe roBopsi, OHA X0TeJa, YTOOHl ¥ Y 3araHa MosiBUIach Takas ke cy1abocTs. OH OB CIUIIKOM
cuneH. HemaBHO OH HAy4HJICS MOJIAaraThCs Ha APYTHX, HO YaCTh €r0 X0Tesla CIPaBJIsAThCS CO BCEM B
omuHOYKYy. M Hedu Bepua, 4ToO pemaTh Mpo6IeMbsl CAMOCTOSITETbHO — TOJIBKO YCHUTUBATH BOJTHEHHUE.
OHa xenaja, 4ToOH OH CTas cinabee U eMy MPHUIITIOCh MPUHUMATh MOMOINb. Have 61arogapHoCThb
IPYTHX He JOCTUTHET ero HUKOTHA.

— 4 xouy cTaTh CuUIbHee, YTOOBI MacTep 3araH rojarajucs Ha MeHs... — nmpobopmoTana Hedu, nenas
TIepBhIE IIaTyu K CBoel 11emu. [IpeofioneB OTKPHITOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OHA moabexkasia K CBOeMy CTapoMy
noMy. XOTsI TAKOBBEIM OHa €r0 ¥ He cuuTana. Ha ferne el mpuHaasexas TOIbKO yTOJIOK B KJIa[OBKE.
XomguTh IO IPYTUM KOMHATaM Pa3pelasioch TONbKO [ YOOPKHU U MOMAIIHUX Hell.

OHa COBepIIeHHO HUYETro He 3Halla 0 APYTrux Xuibllax. He cuuTas ceMbd, OHa He 3Haja JIIOOeH, ¢
KOTOPBIMH ITPOXKHUJIA TOYTH IIIeCTHAALATE JIET.

Pyku 3appoxkainu, KOTJja OHa MOTSIHYJachk K IBePH, HO B 3TOT Pa3 He oT xonona. OHa Obl/la HaMyraHa.
CTpaHHO, OJJHAKO OT YBUIEHHOTO OHA UCIIbITajIa 0bieryeHue.

Bce X0pomIo. 4 Gombllle He TakKas, Kak PaHEIIIE...



K Hell BepHYIHUCh SMOIIKH, @ 3HAYUT, OHA OBIJIa TOTOBA BCTPETHUTH TO, YTO OBIIO 3a Bephio. CxKuUMast
JIeBYIO PYKY Ha TPYAH, OHa TIIyOOKO B3MOXHYJA ¥ MOBEPHYIA PYUKY.

— Xa?..

Temnneiit BO3MyX MOTSAHYN HapyXky. [IpucMmoTpesiuch, Hedu 3ameTnna, uto ropen kamut. OH u OB
MCTOYHHUKOM CBeTa, KOTOPHIM OHa 3aMeTHJIa U3 KOMHATHL.

«IloxkenaliTe MHE ygauu, MacTep 3araH...» — nogymasna Hedu, 00epHYBIINUCH K IOMECTHIO
CTapEUIINHEL.

OHa 3HaJsa, 4TO 3araH pa303NUTCS, KOTHa y3HaeT, HOo 3Ty npobnemy Hedu monxkHa pemuTh cama.
HTak, oHa BoIsIa Ty[a, I'le XWujia paHbIIe.

BHyTpH moM OBIT II0X0XK Ha TOT, B KOTOPOM OHM 000CHOBAJUCH. I1071, YI0XKEHHbIH IePeBIHHbIMU
NOCKaMH, CTEHHEI U3 KaMHEeH, IOKPHITHIX MXOM. YIMBHUTEILHO, HO HECMOTPS Ha HOBOJIBHO ITPOCTHIE
OKHa, CKBO3HSKa He 0bls10. B KoMHaTe OBIII0 MOBOIBHO Temio, Ho Hedu monuMana, eqBa KaMUH
TIOTYXHET, XOJIOOHBIN BO3AYX 3aAIMOJIHUT ITOMEIIEeHHE.

VHTepbep 0cobo He MOMEeHSIICS. Bce Tak ke BUCST KapTHUHHI, @ MaJIeHbKUM anTapb, CITYXKUBIIHH IS
0o0eeHHBIX MOJIUTB, CTOSIT ¥ BXxoma. KpoMe HEro TaM CTOSJI CTOJI ¥ YeThIpe CTyJa. [ CeEMbU U3
YeThIpeX, BUOUMO.

OHa He TakK MHOTO XOOuJIa 110 ooMmy, YTOOBI IIOMHUTE BCE geTalik, HO B OCTAaJIbBHOM MECTO BBITJIAOEII0
HETPOHYTEIM. CKopee, TOYHO TakK ZKe, KOra JIIOOW HallaJli Ha HUX, B 4eM OHa COMHeBaJIaCk.

CKopee BCEro, OHu BCe yKe MEPTBHI...

Brimo mpuckopOHO, XOTh OHM IIPOKIHHAIN ee Jaxe mnepen cMepThio. OHa He 3Hajla WX [OCTAaTOYHO,
yTOOEI OIIJIAKUBATH, HO BCE XK€ XKaJesa.

HeMHOTr0 mMOpa3MbICTIUB, OHA OCMOTpEIa BeCh JoM. HecMOTps Ha TOpeBLINH KaMuH, 00JIblile He OBII0
HUKAKHUX CIIeJI0B TPEeOLIBAHUS IOCTOPOHHMUX.

Ona HeyCTaHHO UCCJiefoBaa KaX/bli KJIOYOK B IIOIBITKE HAUTHU 3allelKy, KOTfla ee BHUMaHNe
IIPUBIIEK/IN KapTUHEL Ha cTeHe. Ha BCIo mepeBHI0 OBbINT OMWH XYMOXKHUK, ¥ OH BCETa OAapuJl IOPTPETH
CeMbSIM, Y KOTOPHIX ObsI0 TpubaBieHue. II03TOMY TYT HOIKHO OBITh CTOJIBKO K€ KaPTHUH, CKOJIBKO
OeTel B CEMBE.

— Moero nopTperTa... HeT? — y Hedu HuKOTOa He GBIZI0 BO3SMOXKHOCTA OCMOTPETHLCS PAHBINe, TaK UTO
3Ta [IeTallb YCKONb3HYJla U3 BHUMAaHUs. BO3MOKHO, OHM HUKOTA ¥ He BeIllajii MMOPTPET IPOKIISTOTO
pebeHKa MM caM XyHOKHUK OTKa3bIBaJICS ero pucoBaTh. OfHAKO. ..



— I'me uMeHHO g poausnach?

ITO MEeCTO JOIKHO OBITH e JOMOM, T7ie OHA POAHUIACH M BHIPOCIIa, OMHAKO OHA He HalllJla BECOMEIX
IOKa3aTeJbCTB, YTOOH IMOOTBEPAUTD 3T0. K TOMy e OHa Bepuja, UTo JIIOAX U3 3TOr0 foMa Obliu ee
KPOBHBIMM POJICTBEHHUKAMM, HO Tak i 9T0? CTaja Obl pogHasi CEMbsI HEHAaBUIIETh ee 0e3 MPUYUHHI?

O ueMm s gyma? KpoBHBEIE Y3B — 3TO MHUQ...

3araHa TO3Ke OCTaBHJIM OFHOIO, 6p0CI/IB 3a00THTHCS 0 cebe ¢ Majbix J1eT. OH He IIOMHMII He TO YTO
JINI, UMEH CBOUX pO)IHTeHefI. Ilaxke ecnu OHU ¥ XKUBEHI I'I€-TO, UM COBEPIIEHHO HE O 9eM I'OBOPUThE.

KoHeuHo, Takue XpyIKue y3bl ObIIM JIUIIH UITI03Kuel. nu, 1o KpaliHel Mepe, B 9To Bepuiia Hedu.

KUTh C 3TUMHU TIOObBMH... HAMHOTO JIy41ie.

3aras, abCOTIOTHHIM He3HAKOMeIl, BiepBrie nomapun Hedu mo00Bb. A IepBEIMU, KTO Ha3Ball ee
npyroM, 6snu [lacTuns 1 MaHyasa, KOTOPEIX OHA BCTPETHIIAa HefaBHO. M, KoHeuHO XKe, o,
KOTOpasi B KaKOMU-TO CTEIIeHU CTajla UX [oYephlio, 3acTaBuBlIasi Hedu mouyBCTBOBATh BIIePBLIE Ce0s
YaCTbI0O CEMbBH.

HuxkTo 13 HUX He OBLN CBSI3aH KPOBbIO. MeXy HUMHU He OBIIIO TAKUX ¥3, ¥ 3TO He IpobeMa.

A momxkHa... MOHATH, KTO XKe S Ha caMOM [Jiefe...

Kak TonpKo OHa rnomymMmaria 00 aTOM, KapTHHA, Ha KOTOPYIO OHa MMAJINIIaCh, Ha4Yalla MEHSATHCA.

— Xa?.. — rnepen Hell BO3HUKIIN YeThIpe TeHHU, B KOTOPEIX OHA Y3Halld KUJIBIIOB AOMA.

WUnmo3us?

Hedu okuHyma B3rIsigoM Bce BOKPYT, HO He HalllJla KCTOYHMK. 3araH ObI C OOHOTO B3TJISAa yY3HA,
TZle HaXOOUTCS KOJAyH, Ho ymMeHu# Hedwu Ovlno HemocTaTouHO. ECNu meio Kacasiock Maruu, To Bce [0
eIUHOTO Yapofeu 3aMKa IIPEeBOCXOIUIIN ee. A MUCTHUIIM3M OBLI HE TOM CUJION, pe3yiabTaT KOTOPOi
Bcerma OBIT KejlaeMBIM. [laxke ¢ HUM He OBIJIO TapaHTUM TOT'0, YTO OHA CHUJIbHEe.

Wnno3uu cenu 3a CTOJI U Hadall PagoCTHO CMEATHCA. OHu noxogunu Ha CYaCTIUBYIO CEMBIO.

Hukorpa He Bupesna UX TaKUMH...

Hedwu gocraBanmuch MHIIb OTBpalleHue u npe3perue. OHa U MPEeACTaBUTh HE MOIJIa UX CMEIOIIHeCs
TIUIA.



— OHM BBITJISOST TAKUMU CUACTIIMBHIME... — IIPOMSIMIIMIIA OHA. M B OTBET Ha 9TO CIleHKA Havasla
CMeHSThCsT gpyroi. CueHoi ¢ Tpynamu. HemaBHO pafgoCTHEIE JTUIIA OKPACUIUCh OarpsiHIIEM KPOBU U3
TOJIOB, @ PTHI 3aCTHIIN B rpuMace 001 1 OOHIHL.

— [ToueMy THI He CIlacjia Hac? — CIpalluBaid OHU. — f He X04y yMUpaTh, — 3aBhIBaju OHU. — Hedu
momkHa Oblla yMepeTb BMeCTO HacC, — 2KaJlI0oBaIMCh OHMU.

— ¥ Bac ecThb IIpaBo 00MXKAThCS HA MEHS... — OHA 3HaJla, 4YTO MOTI'JIa MX CIIaCTH, €CJIN OBI BEIIIITA
IIPOTHB 3aXBaT4YUKOB. Ho BMecTO 3T0 OHa ITO3BOIXIIA YCTPOHUTE PE3HIO, O YEM 6y118T CO2KaJIeTb 00
KOHIIa 2KU3HU.

JInne3peTs ux aroHuo 661710 6071bHO. KOHEYHO, ITOBCTPEeYaBIINCh ITPH OAPYTUX 00CTOSATETLCTBAX, OHU
MOTTIH OBl Y2KUTHCS. BO3MOXKHO, IIOCTPOUTHL HACTOSINNME OTHOIIEHHS, KaK Y Hee ceifyac.

— OpHako... — O6pa3 TPYymoB Bpe3aJsics B ee MaMsiTh, OHa MpobdopMoTana: — Ecnu 3To 6bII0 Tak
00JIbHO, TTOYEMY JKe BBl He 3aIUTHIIA CaMu cebs?

4 rotoBa oTHaTh KK3HD 3a 3araHa unu Qo 3HAYUT, U 9TH 31b(OH JOMKHEI CAEIaTh Tak XKe?

OHa HEKOTTa He X0Tena YMEPETh KaK OHH. U xorma oHa OTTOJIKHYJIa X BOCIIOMUHaHUA 3TUMU
MBEICIIAMHU, UJIJIIO3UHU TPYIIOB p836I/IJ'II/ICI;> TOYHO CTEKIJIO, a TbMa OKyTaJla €e CHOBa. Ilaxke CBET KaMHHa
ncyes.

XO0JIOFHO...

B Korma-To TemIol KOMHAaTe CHILHO MoXoaonano. Takas pe3kas mepeMeHa Jaxe 3aCTaBUiIa
YCOMHHUTBCSI B TOM, YTO KAMUH BOO0OIIe KOrga-To ropes. OHa mocMoTpesna Ha Hero, Ho Tella He
HCXOIHUIIO BOBCe. [lake eCyIu OrOHb IOTYIIUIK, POBa BCe ellle JOJIXKHEI OBITH KCTOYATh XkKap. Torga-
TO BCE U BCTAJIO Ha CBOM MeCTa.

MeHs... 3aMaHUIx cloma?

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, CTOWIO IPENYNPEeNuTh 3araHa O TOM, UTO OHa HampasiseTcs ciofa. OnHako Hedu
He JKaJiesla O CoeJaHHOM.

BrHOBHUK MONMXKEH OBITH TOE-TO 3MECh...

Hedwu mpuroroBumack 00EICKATh IOM €Ille Pa3, HO BCTPETHUIACh C U3eBATEIbLCKUM CMEXO0M.

— Ky-dy-dy, xak cmerno...



Hedu ucmyramack 3TOTo rojioca, KOTOPEIN COMPOBOKIACS TSHYBUIEHCS II0 MOy TEHBIO. B mMmoxo
OCBEIIIeHHOM KOMHATe CTOs/la TeHb B KAITIOIIOHE, TaK YTO OHAa He MOTJIa CKa3aTh, ObIT 3TO MyKYHUHA
Uy XKeHmHa. OgHAKO, CYs 110 TOJI0CY, 3TO ObIT KTO-TO HAMHOT'O CTapIIIe ee.

OTOT YeI0BEK HaMHOI'O CHU/IbHEee MeHs!..

OHa HAaCTOPOXKUJIACh U CPOKyCHPOBaiach Ha Beixome. OHa Hayuniacb OCHOBAaM Maruu ¥ Morja
CIIOKOWHO MCIIOJIb30BaTh MUCTHIIU3M B 3TOM MecTe. Eciu oHa OymeT mpaThcs, He 6eCIIOKOSICh O CBOEH
6e30macHOCTH, TO CIIOKOWHO OOeUT HaXxke yMeJoro KojaayHa. K HecyacThio, CYITHOCTE Ieper Hel
Obly1a Ha CTYIEHD BHIIIE HEe.

4 monKHa BHIXKUTH U BEPHYTHCS K MacTepy 3araHy...

ViHade OH BO3JI0XKUT BUHY 3a €e CMepTh Ha ce0s u OymeT 00BUHATE ce0s 3a TO, UTO He OB PAIOM.
Hedwu xoTena cTaTh €ro OmoOpoy, a 3HaYUT, He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh €r0 UCIEITATh 3TO.

910 OBINIO ee TTaBHOM 3ajjauell — BepHYThCA Ha3afl. VICTUHHAS TUYHOCThH TEHU B KaIlIOIIOHE UJIU €€
11e11 OBUTH He BaKHHI TTepej JIUIIOM 3TOT0 JKeJIaHus.

K coxarnenwuio, s moKHa OUTHCA. ..

BexaTb He ObIJIO CMEICJIQ, TIOCKOJIBKY ITPOTUBHUK OBLIJT HAMHOT'O CHJIbHEE.

Ona [oKHa CpasuThCS, BBIKUTH U BEPHYTHCS Ha3al. Takoro ucxoga oHa Xkejana. M, mpugs K sToMy
BLIBOIy, OHA CIIPOCHIIA:

— ITouemy... s 3TO yBUENIA?

— XM-M-M... THl He y0eraelnp Uiy TUIIA TOTO, Xa? — HEOXKUIaHHO OTBeTHNIa TeHb. Hedu moueMy-To
Oblla yBepeHa, UTo IIOCJle 3THX CJIOB TeHb yIbIOHYyNach. — Kak Tebe Haka3aHUe TeX, KTO My4aJs Tels,
s UMEI0 B BU[Y.

— ...Camoe yKacHOe, 4YTO S MCIIBITEIBaa, — 0TBeTUIa Hedwu. Brino omymenue, 6yaTo 3TO OHa yOuia
UX OBaXKIHL.

Cenyac He BpeMd ITafaTh Ha KOJIEHU U CAABaThCA...

OHa Moria cfieniaTh 3TO TOJIBKO Iepef 3araHoM. A IOCKOJIbKY NpHUIllIa OHa 6e3 ero pa3pellneHus, TO U
II7TaKaTh ey 3alpeleHo.

TeHb IPOTSIHYTIA PYKY, IIOX0XKYIO Ha MEPTBYIO BETBb, U IIOTPOTaia CBOIO YEJTIOCTb.



—Kak unTepecHo. Tol yIUBUTENBHO IPSIMONIMHENHA OJIS TOM, KTO 3aKPhLI 9MOLMY Ha 3aMOK.
YYBCTBYIO B Tebe CHJIBHYIO BOJIO K JKM3HH ... ThI, OJI)KHO OBITH, TIOJTy4rIIa OCKOIOK HeOECHOT0
MUCTUIIM3Ma, fa? Y mpu 3TOM TH HH KaIlJIl HEe BEICOKOMEPHA... [1elCTBUTENIBHO, TIOPA3UTEIBHO.

OHa BUOUT MeHS HaCKBO3b...

Hedu npuxycuna ry6y. Bugumo, TeHb 3HaeT 0 Helt aOCOJIOTHO Bce. BudpoHC OblJI He eUHCTBEHHBIM,
KTO CJIeOuJI 3a Hel U 3araHoM.

— XM... Tol IpaBAa OIlaKuBaellb 3TUX CBONOoYei? [Topa3uTenbHo. Th Jaellb BTOPOU IIaHC Jaxke
TAKHUM OTIETHIM 3JI0HesIM... U CKOPOHIIh 0 TAaKKUX yTpaTax. Kak 651aropomgHo.

Hedu Orina omenoMiieHa CI0BaMU TE€HH, TOUHO Ta Opajia MBICTIH IIPSIMO U3 €€ T'OJIOBHL.

— Yro TH Takoe?.. — BeimaBuia u3 cedst Hedwu, Tpscymascs oT cTpaxa.

— Ox, goporyiila, Mou U3BUHEHUS. B MoeM BO3pacTe pefKo MOKHO BCTPETUTDH HOBLIX JIIOEH.

TeHb CHsITIa KAIIOIIOH, ITOKA TOBOPHIIA, SIBJISIS HA CBET CTAPYIO, CeAYI0 KEeHIIUHY. Y Hee ObLT B3TIISAN
CypoBee, 4eM ero Morja caenaTh [peMopH, ¥ 0COGEHHO 9TO MOJYEPKHUBAIN 3HAKOMEIE JTa3yPHEIE
rasa.

HeBo3moxHo... OHA?..

Hedu crrnoTHymna npu Bupe ria3 U yiieH, Tak I0X0XKUX Ha ee COOCTBEHHEIE.

— 41 Ta, KTO HECET Cyab0y 9TOM JEPEBHHU H...

Hedwu npepsana ee 1 Hayana geiCTBOBaTh. JTa CTapyxa CIXLIKOM omnacHa. [1o cpaBHEHUIO C HEU
BudpoHc O camo gpyxkemniobue.

Ilyxu nmeca, OTBETbTE Ha MO 30B!

KOpHI/I AJE€PEBLEB BOKPYT NEPEBHU YXOOUITHA FHY6OKO B 3€MIII0, ITO3TOMY €€ 30B JOCTHUT UX, XOTA OHa U
Oblna BHYTPHU 30aHUA.

KopHu 1poH3asu MojoBUIlE OOHY 3a IPYTOM, 0TBeYas Ha 30B MucTuiu3Ma Hedpu. EquHCTBEHHAs
Maru4yeckas aTaka, KOTOPYIO OHa 3Haja, Oblla JIe3Bue miamMenu, a HeOECHBIM MUCTHUIIU3M TpeboBal
IIeHUST, TaK YTO 9TO €JUHCTBEHHBIN BEIX0. K HecuacThio, KOPHY MTOMMAJIH JIMIIL IYCTOTY.

— OHa ucuesna’..



CTapyxa 3aTPsACIacCh U NCHEIJIa U3 BUOY.

3HAYUT, 3TO HE HACTOSIIIEe TEI0?

Iaxe ceifuac, Korma 3eMsi HOBHHOBaack Hedu, oHa He YyBCTBOBaJIa €€ MIPUCYTCTBHUS.

[Tony4aeTcsi, oIaCHOCTh MUHOBAsA?

[TpoTuBHUK 00namas MPeBOCXOOSIINEN CUIION, HO BCE K€ PeIIn YOATUThCS.

— 4 crana cunbHee?

He moxoxe. He¢u mpoTUBOCTOSIIa CTAPOM KEHIIMHE, HO Ta, II0X0xKe, 3a0blIa Mpo Hee.
OurapaleHHast IPOU3OIIEAIIMM, OHA ITPOCTOSTIa HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, IIpexk/e YeM ITOTHOCThIO MPHUIIIa
B ce04.

— Touno. Hapio paccka3saThk 00 3TOM MacTepy 3araHy... — OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO 3araH JOJIXKEH
y3HaTh 0 TAUHCTBEHHOU XKeHIMHe. C 9TOM MBICIIbIO OHa IIOBEPHYIACh K ABEPH, HO ee IIpepBai
3noBenuit cMex. [my6okoe, MpauHoe 1 XYTKOe KyoaXxTaHbe 9XOM pa3fasiock B romoBe Hedu, otuero
y Hee ITIOMYTHEJIO Iepef rila3aMu. BrpoueM, BOKpPYT He ObIJI0 HUKOT'0, KTO MOT M3[aTh TaKOM 3BYK,
YTO IIPUBOOUJIO B HEIOYMEHUE.

Ona cpenana 9TO nepef yXomoMm?..

Hedu mMorna yHUYTOXKUTE BECh IOM, HO 3TO BPS[ JIX YTO-TO OACT. boee TOro, ek TOMCKOB 3araHa
MOTJIa HaXO[UTHCS B 9TOM [IOME, T0O3TOMY PUCKOBATDH OBIIO HEJIB3S.

Y Bce Xe OHa He MOTrJjia IPUAYMAaTh YTO-HUOYIb uHOe. MTaK, OHA MOTUXOHBKY, HACTOPOXKE BHIILIA U3
noMa. ITo KaKoii-TO MpUYKMHE CMeX IIPEKPaTHUICs, eBa OHa CTyIua 3a IIOpOor.

Yo npousomnuio?

[ToHauasny y Hee KpyXKuJlach T0J0Ba, HO celiyac Bce mpoito. Ob6paioBaHHass TAKUM HCXOHOOM, OHA
HallpaBUIach B IOMECThE CTAPEUIIINHEI, HO...

— X-xa? — Horu Hedu 3anneranucs, He I03BONSAS UOTH HOPMAJIbHO.

[Toropurte, s BooOire cToio? CKopee 1momn3y... Teno He CyIIaeTcs...

Houb cTana xonogHee, HO faXke TaK OHa KakK-TO CMOTJia I[OGp&TbCﬂ 40 moMma.



— MamTep... 3aras... — Hedu moTsHynack K pydyke u IPOIIENENsBUIA, BEPOSTHEE BCETO, TOTOMY
yTO0 3aMep3yia. OgHAKO OHa MOHSA, YTO HE CMOXKET NOTSIHYTHCS J0 OBEpH. [IpuCMOTpPEBIIKCh, OHA
3aMeTHsIa, YTO PYKHU MOJIHOCTHIO CIIPSATAINCh B pyKaBaX, a 00 TMHKY BOPYT CTanu 0oJbIe.

C MOUM TeJIOM TOYHO YTO-TO HE TO...

OHa He MOHUMaJIa, YTO IPOUCXOJUT, ¥ OT 3TOTO ellle OTYAsTHHEH 3acTydasa 0 ABepy 3araHa.

— Mauurep 3aras...

K youBneHuio, He IIPOIIIO U CEKYHMH, KaK IBePh paclaxHysIach.

— Hedu! — mpopesen 3aras. OH pa3Bes pyKH, 4TOObI OOHSTH €€, OOHAKO CPa3y 3Ke 3aCThUI OT LIOKA.

— Twt v mpaBma Hedu? Yto ¢ TBOUM TENIOM?

— Xa?.. — oHa CHOBa B3TJISTHYJIa BHU3 U TIOHS/A, YTO BCE €€ BEIU CTAJIU CITUIIKOM GOJIBIIUMHU.
C6uTas C TOJIKY, OHa JOTPOHYJIACH [I0 JIUIlA, KOTOPOe OBIIO IO CTPAHHOCTH MSTKUM ¥ 9JITAaCTUYHEIM. B
[OBEpIIEHNE OHA ITPOBEJIa S3LIKOM II0 PTy U 00HApyXkKuIla, YTO He Bce 3yOnl Ha MecTe. HakoHer, ee
03apuiia UCTHHA.

Hedu npeBpaTuiack B MajieHbKOro peGeHKa.

[IpogonkeHue cienyer...
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