ToM XUXHUKHYII, B TO BpeMs Kak Byt yneIOHYICS, HY OOUH U3 HUX, Ka3aJIoCh, He 0BT 00€CIIOKOeH
TeM, 4To bepT 6pocumncs B Bomy.

Pamcu Habmnionan, Kak bepT BHITIIEBHIBAET BOAY U PyTraeTcs, Aphirasd HoraMu, YToOH yepXKaThCs Ha
TIIaBY.

— BrlTamuTte MeHs! — KPUKHYJI OH UM, HO B €r0 r'ojioce 3By4asl He CTpaX, a TOJIbKO fAocajia u3-3a
TOTO, YTO OH yIIas 3a 6opT.

OH He moIIeBeuCs, YTOOB IOMOYb, HIlla ee B Boge. PaMcu Bufen ee OOJIbIIe pa3, 4eM MOT
COCYMTATh, HO OT ee YyJecHHIX (hopM y Hero Bcerja rnepexBaThiBajio geixaHue. OHA MPOIIbIIA MO/
HUMH, ee KOHUYeCKasi MOpHa, YeJIIOCTH, ITOJTHEIE OCTPHIX, KaK OPUTBa, 3y00B, ee O0IbIINe YepHHIe
rna3a. OcTaibHAs YacTh ee Tejla ClefoBalia 3a HUM Tak HOJIT0, YTO, Ka3ajoch, el He OyIeT KOHIIa,
TI0Ka, HAKOHEIl, OH He YBUMEJ, KakK ee IIMHHBIN XBOCT-KOCA TOIKAET €€ BIIepe[l, YCTPEMIISSICh K CBOEH
moOnIue.

Pamcu He 3Ha, ObLa Iu 9TO rojioc ToMa umu Buia, KOTOPEIHM BEIBEJI €70 U3 MOTYaIUBOIO
BOCXUIIIEHUS €10, HO UX IPeNyNpexkAeH:s IPUIIIKA CIIUIIKOM ITO3AHO, YTOOH cracTy bepra.

Ee uemrocTy 1€eTKO COMKHYIHUCH BOKPYT TYJIOBHUIIA bepTa, elle pa3 MoguyepKuBasi e OTPOMHEIE
pa3Mephl. ETo KpuK OBITT KOPOTKMM ¥ PE3KUM, €ro TeJI0 U3BUBAJIOCh, IOKA OHA He MPUKYCUJIa ero. B
OOHO MTHOBeHMe BepT 3amMoiyan u 3acThlI HenogBuKHO. OHa 4yTh HE pa3opBalia ero momnojxam
OOHUM OBICTPBIM YKYCOM. I'DOMKHY XPYCT KOCTeH ¥ Msica JOHECCS 0 UX JIOOKH, HO 3TOT MPUSTHHIN
3BYK OBIJI IIOYTH 3aryIleH 6eCCBI3HEIMU KpuKaMmu buta u Toma. VX HeyKI0XKas ITaHHKa I'PO3KIa
HCIIOPTHUTE YOOBOJILCTBHE PamcH.

Ona ucyesna B o0nake KpacHOM BOJHI, yBIeKas 3a co0oir MepTBoro bepTa. OH X0Ten yBUOETH OOJIbIIIEe
- KyCa4yuX, CBUPEIHIX, TOKUPAIOIINX. BeCcrioMOIIHOCTh, KOTOPYI0, HOIKHO OBITH, YyBCTBOBAJIa €€
JKepTBa, moroiras ux. [lepem He#l MBI HUYTO.

OH OBIJT OYapOBaH TeM, YTO OHa UM OCTaBuIa. B cBoelt 6e3yMHOM NaHUKe OHU OBIJIM HE B COCTOSTHUUN
OLIEHUTH KPaCOTy, paCLBETAIOMIYIO [lepel HUMU. BCIBIXUBAIOIMY KPACHBIM IIBET IIPOCAYUBAJICH,
KPYKWJICS U CTaJIKUBAJCS C royboi Bomou. OT TOro, KaK OBUTalach KpPOBb, TAHYIIAACS K HEMY,
TSHYIIAsCAd K HEMY, XeJalollasd IPUKOCHYTLCS K HEMY.

OHu OBLIM CIIUIIKOM OTBJIEUEHBI, YTOOB! YBUAETH, UTO OyzmeT ganbiie. OHU CTOSIIM K HEMY CIIMHOH, He
IIOHUMas, YTO 3TO ObljIa He HellpeiBUAeHHAs Tparefns, a JIOBYIKa, [T0Ka He CTaJ0 CIUIIKOM IO3MHO.
[ToruMasi, 4TO eMy HyKHO el CTBOBaTh OBICTPO, OH CTONKHY bunna c nopku. Y Toma ObII0
IIOCTaTOYHO BPeMeHHU, YTO0bI 00€PHYTHCS U YBULETh KUHXKal. OH U30THYJICS BCEM TEJIOM, YTOOH
u30exkaTh yoapa HOXKOM. DTO IBUKEHUEe 3aCTaBUJIO ero NOMaTHYThCA Ha HOTaX, 103BouB PaMcu



CTOJIKHYTE €T0 U II0CJIEJOBATh 3a bunnoMm B BOOY.

— Yro TH menaeb? — KpuKHYA buii. OH OBIT KayalomXMCsl OCTPOBKOM B MOpe KpoBu bepra.

PYKI/I ToMa MOJIOTHIH II0 BOME B OTYASTHHOM IIOIIBITKE BEPHYTLCA B JIOOKY.

T'oToBH 1111 BH K OombinieMy? OH 3afaBajics BOIIPOCOM, HaclaxkaaeTcs I oHa Bce ele beprom. OH
3HAJI, 4TO OHa Bce ellle ronogHa. OH BUOeN, KaK OHa Chejla MHOXKECTBO BparoB M Haenach MHOXKECTBa
JKepTBONPUHOLIEeHUY YTOoHyBIIEMY bory. OH CXBaTUJI ONHO U3 BECEJI, TOTOBHIM IIyCTUTH €r0 B XOf,
ecnu bunn unu ToMm MONBITAIOTCA AOTAHYTHCS A0 Hero. OHa He 3acTaBUIla €ro J0JT0 XAaTh.

[Tox muMu gBUTANack 6ombias cepedpucTas monoca. OH KaXkasl 3HaTh, 0 YeM OHa [yMaeT, 4To
BUOUT. Kak OH XOTeJl OIIyTUTD €e CUIIY, ee TOJIof, Korfa oHa 60po3auiia Mops, He uMesi cebe paBHBIX.
Torma oH OBI 3HaJ, YTO 3aCTAaBUIIO ee MpeAnodYecTs Toma bunny. B oTnuune oT ee HallafieHUs Ha
Bepra, ToM Bumesn, Kak OHa IbITalack n30ekaTh CMEPTEIbHOT0 YKYca, OPEIKAnach M Pyrajach.
BeccmreicnenHo, Pamcu pafocTHO Habmoga, Kak ee 4eII0CTH COMKHYIUCh Ha OfHOM 13 HOT ToMa
TI0CJIe OJHOM M3 ero TUIETHHIX IOMBITOK MTHYTH ee. IPOCTHHIM PHIBKOM OHA BEICBOGOAMIIA ero Hory. OH
ncye3 y Hee BO PTY, Ka3ajoCh, OB MPOTJIOYEH OJHUM TJIOTKOM.

[TocnemoBaBImMi 3a 3TUM KpUK ToMa 3acTaBun PamMcu B3APOrHYTh. BEIJIO MM 3TO TO, YTO YYBCTBOBAJ
OTell, KOT{la CAupal KOXYy CO CBOMX BparoB B cTeHax [IpeadopTa? OH COMHEBAJCS, YTO €T0 OTELl XOTS
Obl 6JTM3KO TTOMOIIIEN K 9TON CUJIe, K 3TOMY CIIaIkOMY yxKacy, oxBaTuBiieMy Pamcu. OTell HUKOTTIa Obl
He TT0YYBCTBOBaJ ce0s TaKUM CHJIbHBIM UJIM VIOBJIETBOPEHHBIM. EMy HYXKHEI OBIITM TOHUUE TS
OXOTHI, B TO BpeMs Kak PaMcu HaOmiofan 3a Hel, Benudaiined U3 0XOTHHUII.

Irrxanue ToMa BEIPHIBAJIOCEH BJIA2KHBIMK XPHUIIAMH, IIJIaBasi B BOJIe, CMEIIaHHOM C ero COOCTBEHHOU
KpoBbi0. OH B3BIBAJI B TEMHOTE K MUJIOCEPIHI0 CBOMX OOT0B, HO OHA OBIJIa eUHCTBEHHOM, KTO
orBeTus. OHa OTBETHUJIA IPOCTHEIM ylapoM cOOKY, HO IIpexkfe 4yeM PaMcu cMOr yBHOETh, KakK OHa
yOuBaeT, ero BHUMaHMe OBIJIO PE3KO OTBIIEUEHO, KOTHa JIOOKA HEOXKHUIaHHO HAaKPEHUIIaCh,
CTOJIKHYBIIKCH C Y€M-TO, U3-3a Yero ero IIBLIPHYJIO BIepen U OH yAapUiICcsa O JHO.

OH Bckapa0OKaJics HaBepX ¥ YBUMEI, YTO JIOAKa IpuYasnuia K mpudany. OH ObIJT TaK 04apoBaH €10,
YTO He oOpalllajl BHUMaHUS Ha HalpaBieHue apeida nogku. OH IMOCIENnIT Ha IpUYall C JIOOKH
Bepra, ornsgeiBasich Ha3af, TyOa, rae Korma-To Obis1 ToM, HO Teepb TaM OBIIM TOJIBKO OIIMETKY €T0
IIJIOTH, TIJTaBaOIIMEe B KPOoBaBOM OyxTe. PaM3u 3aCTOHAI, pa304YapoOBaHHBINA TeM, YTO MTPOIYCTHIT
MOMEHT, KOT[la OHa II0KMMasa Bopa.

Y Bce ke, HAaIOMHUTI OH cebe, ocTaBascs eile oguH. OMHAKO, BHTJISHYB HAPYXKYy, OH He YBULEN
Bunna. Bce, 4ToO OH BUfETN, - 3TO KpacHbIe MyTHHIE BOAEI, Kyfa yBe3nu Toma u BepTa. Heyxenu oHa
yxke 3abpasa ero? PaMcu He 3afiepKaliCcs Ha 9TOM BOIIPOCe [OJIbIlle, YeM Ha MTHOBEHHUE, KOTa
3aMeTHJI ero.

[ITaru Pamcu IIpenynpenuiaimn Bumnma o ToM, 4TO €ro HaIIJIH. BOp OTYaAHHO IIBITAJICA BbIGpaTBCH Hu3
BOOEI Ha IIpHAYall. Ero PYKH IIBITAIOTCA HaWTH OIIOPY Ha OOCKaX. Ero MHBIIIIEL OPO2KaJIi, KOrga OH
IIBITAJICA IIOOHATBHCA.



Ero TeHb ynasna Ha XXepTBY. BHTIIAHYB HapyxKy, PaMmcu yBumen, 4To oHa mpubnuxkaeTcs K HUM. Ee
OobIION NTaBHUK HAllIOMUHAJ OTPOMHEIM CEPHIM ITapyc, pacCeKallui Mope, B TO BpeMs KakK XBOCT
XJIeCTaJl BOLY U3 CTOPOHHE! B CTOPOHY. OH CHOBa ITOCMOTpPeEN Ha busa, ybe MU0 I0TePsIo BCAKUN
IIBET, KyCOYKY KPOBH ¥ PACCOJIa MPHUJIUIIIM K er0 KOXKe.

9TO MPOM3OIIIO 3a CEKYHAOY, HO [T PaMcu Bce pacTSHYIOCh Ha OOUH OOJITHUM yaap cepaua. ITambIrsl
Bunta Bienunuck B JOCKY, OH HAIIPSTCS, MBITAsICh IPUIIOOHATHCS, KOTHa OHa Opocuiack K Hemy. Ero
TEeJI0 HAIPST/IOCh, KaK Y MapHOHETKH, ¥ KOTOPOM Pe3KO Iepepe3ay HUTOYKH, KOTTla ee YeII0CTH
COMKHYJIUCh BOKPYT Hero. Ero pyku HEYK/II0XKe 3aepraaiuch B IPeICMEePTHOM arOHUH, IIPeXae 4eM
TeJ10 00MSIKIIO.

Pamcu nmouyBCTBOBaJ Ha cebe ee mMpUCTalIbHBIN B3I, Ee OombInre YepHbIe T1a3a, HeMUTAOIIUH
B3r1sif. C OTKPBITHIM PTOM Ka3ajoCh, UTO OHa yibei0aeTcs. OH yNIbIOHYIICS e¥ B OTBET, Ha0mionas, Kak
OHa HBIPSET IIOA BOJIHHI, 3abupasi ¢ coboi youTyio mobbray. OH ocTaBajICs TaM ellle HEKOTOPOe BpeMs.
910 OBlNa 04eHb XOpoIas HOUb.
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