Y noTpeckuBawIiero koctpa KyopeH noBko Bpaian o0CUIMaHOBLIM KMHKAJ B CBOEH JIEBOM PYKeE, €ro
B3rJIs1 OBLT YCTPEMIIEH Ha IpeBHee OPyKue, U B HeM IIPO3By4das BOIPOC C OTTEHKOM
IIOA03PUTENIBHOCTH, - OTKya OHU B3SJIUCH? - CIIPOCHUII OH, HETIOHMMaAIOIIIE IIa0d Ha beHaxeHa.

BeHMXeH 0TBeTUI pa3MepPeHHBIM TOHOM, - ['elin Hamen ux 3apeThiMU B Kyrake [Tepsrix Jlogen rog
Ha3af...

I'ma3a KyopeHa cy3umnuch, cKercuc Oyt oueBufeH, - Kak ymo6Ho... - mpoOopMoTas OH, IepeBoas
B3TJISI[ Ha HAIpaBJIeHHe, B KOTOPOM I'eiin oTmpaBuicst cobupaTth XBOpocT. KyopeH Bcerma Obi
YeJI0BEKOM OCTOPOIKHBIM.

BenmxeH He MOT He B3[IOXHYTh B OTBET Ha HAaCTOPOXKEHHOCTh KyopeHa, - 4 moHKHMalo, 4YTO TBOS
IIapaHoiis He pa3 cracaja Tebe XKKU3Hb, HO IOMPOoOYH XOTh MHOTA BEPUTh B CBOU CHJIHI, a? - 3aMETHII
OH, XOTSI €T0 CJI0Ba BRI3BAJIM ¥ CTAPOTO pa3BedurKa MpPAYHbIH B3TJIS.

[Tocne HebOMBINION May3kl BeIpaxkeHue nulla beHpxkeHa crano 6oee cepre3HEM, - OgHAKO THI ITPaB.
Cuer gns [eitna He momexa. KOHEYHO, CTPAHHO, YTO OH Tak OONT0 UOET, - HPU3HAJ OH C HOTKOHU
0eCIIOKOHUCTBA.

BenmkeH 00yMBIBAJT CUTYAIMIO U YK€ TOTOB OBIIT BCTATh U OTIIPABUTHLCS Ha MOUCKM ['eiiyia, Kak
BIIPYT €0 OCEHUIO, - JI07IKHO OBITh, YTO-TO CIIyYUJIOCE. S MOCMOTPIO... - OH MOJHSII TOJIOBY U
ob0Hapyxui, 4To KyopeH yxKe Ha HOTax.

- HT0 3TO [acT, eCu ThI eBa BOCCTAHOBUJI CUJIHI? - cipocun KyopeH, npeHeOpeXKUTEeIbHO MaXHyB
pykoii. C capmoHUYeCKOH yIRIOKOM OH ITOBEPHYJICS K KPEIKO CISAIeMy Iaay, - Tl IPOCTO OyHels
CUIEeTh 3[eCh U NIPUCMaTPUBaTh 3a Hallley CIAIled IPUHIIECCOHU, - C YCMEIIKOU 3aMeTUJI OH.

Benpnxen npunogHsan OpoBh B OTBET Ha cjioBa KyopeHa, 1 Ha ero rybax mosBuiach HefloyMeHHas
ynbIbKa, - Mou CJI0Ba CJIOBHO IIPOXOMST Yepe3 OJHO YXO U BBIJIETAIOT Yepe3 APyroe, - 3aMeTHII OH,
II0Ka4aB I'0JIOBOU.

- JlamHO, maBal, ecyiy 3TO YOOBJIETBOPUT TBOIO IIaPAHOMIO, - COTJIACUIICS OH, IOHUMAas XapaKTep
CTaporo pa3BefyuKa.

IoBepue KyopeHa OBIJIO HEJIETKO 3aC/IYKUTh, a IIOCJIeNHUE COOBITHS JIUIIHL IOJININ Macjia B OTOHb
ero coMHeHu#. To, 4YTO HEXKUTh UTHOPUPOBasa ['eiina, ¥ TO, YTO MOJIOJOM YeI0BeK yOoOHO Blafen
€OUHCTBEHHBIM OPYKHEM, CIIOCOOHBIM YOUTH HEKUTH, Ka3aJI0Ch EMy CTPAHHBIM U CIIMIIKOM YAOOHBIM.

EMy HyKHBI OBUTH BECKKe [0OKa3aTeIbCTBa, ¥ OH HE YCIIOKOUTCS, TOKa ero COMHEeHUS He OymyT nu6o
OO TBEPKOEHEI, MO0 pa3BesTHHL.



Ha mossiHe BHajieke, 3aJIMTOH MSTKHUM CEPeOpPHUCTHIM CBETOM JIYHEI, Pa3MEPEHHBIMHU IIIaTraMH el
T'efin, ero meIxaHHe 06PA30BEIBAJIO B XOJIOMHOM BO3[yXe TYMaHHYIO OHIMKY. ET0o ITHHHBIN MeY,
CBEPKAIIIN JIeATHEIM 071eCKOM, ObII HATOTOBE 1 TOTOB K 00I0.

Bblpa}KeHI/Ie €ro JInla OCTaBaJIOCh HEIIOCTUXKKMEIM, HUYEM HE BbIJaBasa I"_TIO}KYH_Ieﬁ €ro TPeBOor'u.

- § 3HaI0, YTO TH 37I€Ch, TAaK YTO MOXKEIIb IOKA3aThCs, - MPOU3HEC OH SICHEIM 1 HEIIOKOJIeOMMBIM
rosiocoM. OH IIOJHSJ MeY, HallpaBUB JIe3BHEe B CTOPOHY NEPEBHEB Ha IPYTOM CTOPOHE IOJSHEL, TTie
Iapuia XyTKas TAILINHA.

HeCMOTpﬂ Ha ero CJioBa, OTBETa He II0CJIe0BaJi0, TOJILKO IIEIIOT HOYHOT'O BETPA B BETBAX - XOJIOOHAA
MeJIogus, KOTOpad TOJIBKO YCUJIMBAJIa €TI0 Pa3fapazKeHue.

- §1 4yBCTBYIO TBOE MPUCYTCTBUE 3a MUJIIO, - IIPOMOJIKAN '€, ero ronoc GblT POBHLIM U
HEIOKO0JIeO6UMBIM, - ThI TPOCTO U3NTyYaelb X0IOf.

CnoBHo nmo0yxKmaeMas ero CJIoBaMH, U3 TEHHU 3a [IepPeBbIMU BLIHBIPHYJIA YeI0BeKononobHas Gurypa,
CJIOBHO IIPH3PAK M3 I[apCTBA BEYHOU 3UMHI.

910 Ob1n Benbiit X0MoK, ero MpUCYTCTBYUE BHYIIAJIO YBaXkKeHHe caMoii 3uMe. O0aueHHBI B TEMHEBIE
[OCIIeXH, YKpallleHHbIe 3aMbICIOBAaTHIMU y30paMH, KOTOPHIE, Ka3aJioCh, CBEpKald BHYTPEHHUM
CBETOM, OH 00yafaa He3eMHOM U MPU3PAYHOM KPaCOTOM.

Ero koxa Oblyia 671€eHOM, KaK CMepTh, a Ila3a, IPOH3UTENIbHOTO0 JIbIUCTO-TOIy00r0 OTTEHKA,
CMOTpenu Ha ['eiisia ¢ TPEBOXKHBIM YMOM.

ToHKHMe ynmuHEHHbIe Manblbl bemoro Xomoka CXXUManu OCTPoe JIEAsTHOe JIe3BUe, MepIaBIIee XKYTKUM
CBEeTOM, a OeJible IJIMHHEIE BOJIOCH KackanoM Iafany 1o 6okaM ero 00e306pakeHHOT0 JIUIa,
IpHUaBast eMy 37I0BELIUH BUI.

9T0 OB TPeOBECTHUK 0€CKOHEYHOM 3MMHI, CYIIECTBO, POXKIEHHOe U3 KOIIMapoB YelI0Be4eCcTBa, 1
ero MosIBJIeHWe 03Ha4aJio IPUOIMKEeHWe CTPALIHOTO IPea3HaMeHOBaHHUS.

[eiis CTOSN, KPETIKO CXKMMas B PYKe Med, ¥ KaXKOBIM OI0MM ero Teja OblI HalpsiKeH B IPUCYTCTBUHU
Bernoro Xomoka. OH CKpHIBAJI CBOM CTpax moj GacagoM CIIOKOWCTBHUS, TIOHKUMAsI, YTO Jo0oe
IposiBNieHNe OECIIOKOMCTBa MOXKET CTaTh €r0o Thebio.

HecMmoTps Ha HampsikeHue, B rojioce ['eiiia mpo3By4asn OTTEHOK OpaBafbl, KOTrfa OH 00paTHiIcs K
3arafiouHou ¢urype, - f He 3Hal0, IOYEMY ThI CIIEOUJI 3a HAMU U [1I0YeMYy THI PEIlXJI He HalafaTh, HO
s1 ObLT OBI O71arofapeH, ecny OBl THI IIOIIETT CBOEH BECEION NOPOToH.....

B otBeT Benbiit XomoK IPUOTKPLLT OemHble TyObl, M30aB CTPAHHBIM 3BYK - XKYTKUN PE30HAHC,
TIOXO0KMH Ha TPECK JIbJa MOof HeYMOIUMOM XBATKOM 3uUMEL. [I1s1 ['efinia 3TOT 3BYK OBLI TAKUM K€



3arajO4HeIM, KaK U CaMO CYIIIeCTBO.

Tem He MeHee, OBITIO SICHO, YTO 9TO CYIIECTBO X0YET YTO-TO IIEPeaTh, XOTS CMBICII €T0 CJIOB
OCTABAJICS HESICHBIM.

B cTpaHHBIX 3ByKax ['eii1 IO4yBCTBOBAJI CMECh 3MOITHH. 3mech ObIT 1 HaMeK Ha JII00O0MBITCTBO, U
JlerKasl paCTEPSHHOCTh, OKyTaHHAs IOTYCTOPOHHE! aypoyu OpEeBHEN MyAPOCTH.

OpHako 00BIYHAS 3JIOCTh U Cjienasi HeHABHUCTh KO BCEM XKUBBIM CymiecCTBaM, 0OBIYHO Mpucyimas
HEXUTH, CTDAHHBIM 06pa30M OTCYTCTBOBaJIa. JTa BCTp€Ya IIOCTaBUJIa I104 COMHEHHE BCE, YTO, KadK
€MY Ka3aJIOCh, OH 3Hall 00 9THX JIETEHOapPHEIX CYyIlleCTBax.

[eiinn HaxMypus OpPOBH, COBEPIIEHHO 03aladeHHBIN 3TOM CTPaHHOM BCTpedel. TeM He MeHee, TIJIaH
IEeNCTBUM 0CTaBaJIC AJIS HETO SICHEIM, - f MOHSATHUS He UMel0, UTO TH celyac cKasajl, Ho g 0ymy
6oree IpPsSIMONUHEEH, - 3asIBUJI OH, - [IpoBanuBai, - H06aBUII OH C JIETKUM pa3apakeHueM.

K ero ynusnenuio, 6ebii XOMOK OTBETHUI KYTKON YXMBIIKON, HAPOYUTO MEJIEHHO TIOTHSB JesTHON
KJIMHOK. 3aTeM OH M3[aJl ellle HeCKOJIbKO 3arafIoYHbIX 3BYKOB, B KOTOPHIX YyBCTBOBalaCh HacMeIKa 1
M3MEeBKa.

[eiin ¢ TpymoM IBITaNCst CPOPMYIUPOBAThH OTBET. MOJIOMOM YesloBEK OBl BETEPAHOM CJIIOBECHBIX
CIIAPPUHIOB C CETEBLIMU TPOJUIIMU, HO aXke OH IIOTEPSJI Jap pPe4y, He B CUAJIaX OTBETUTH, He 3Haf,
YTO rOBOPUT benbiii X0OoK.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH OCTAHOBMJICSI Ha IIPOCTOM OTBeTe, - [Ja? Hy u xyii ¢ To60#!

Bernblil XOMOK M30ar elne ONUH XYyTKUY 3BYK, ITIOX0KUM Ha KYTKUU X0XOT, OT KOTOporo y 'eitnna
3anoxuno yium. OgHaKo OH He yCIell 0TpeardpoBaTh Ha AUCKOMQOPT, KaK 3arafjlouHoe CyIIeCTBO
Pe3Ko 6POCHUIIOCH K HEMY.

['nmasa I'efiyia pacIIUPUIKCh OT TPEBOTH: OeNbIi XOOK B MTHOBEHME 0Ka IIPEOJI0IeN PaCCTOSHIE
MeXIy HAUMH, 3aCTABUB €r0 MOCIEIIHO MOTHSTh KJIMHOK [IJIsI 3al[UTHL

Ynmap nmepsiHOro KnHKa benoro Xomoka o miuuHHBIN Med ['efinia ObI MTHOBEHHBIM: JIEASTHOM XOJIOf,
VCXOUBIINM OT OPYKHUS HEXKUTH, OBICTPO 3aMOPO3UJI KJIMHOK IOHOIIH, a 3aTeM pa30ui ero Ha
OCKOJIKH.

['elin He ycIiesr HU4Yero NOHATh, KaK KJIMHOK pa3JieTesICs Ha KyCKU, ¥ He YCIIeJId OCKOJIKY YIIaCcTh Ha
3eMJTio, Kak bembiit X0moK 3aBepIniI aTaky XKeCTOKUM yIapoM HOTol B Ipynab I'eiina, 0TGPOCUB ero
Ha3ap.

Teno I'efina Bpe3asnoch B IepeBO, U OT yoapa BO3AYyX BhIIIeN u3 nerkux. OH 60POJICS 3a JeIXaHue, HO
He YCIIeJ coesaTh U B3[oXa, Kak benblii XomoK, HeyMOIUMO MPUOIHUKasCh, CHOBA HACTHUT €TO.



JlepstHast XBaTKa HEXKUTU COMKHYJIACh Ha ropJe [eiina, mpunogHuMasi ero Haj 3eMJyIeH.

Benei Xonoxk 3arnsanyn ['eliny B riasa, DBITasICh IlepefaTh €My KaKoe-TO II0CJIaHue CBOUMU
3arajfloyHEIMU 3ByKaMu. ['eiisI, HaXO[sICh B TUCKaX CBOET0 MOXUTUTENS, OBIT 03alaueH HEMOHATHEIMU
3BYKaMHU.

U BCe Xe OH He MOT He 3aMEeTUTh HaCMEIIKH, KOTOPasi CKBO3MJIa B KYTKHX 3BYKdX 3TOIr0 CyIIeCTBa,
KOTOpO€ CMOTPEJIO Ha HEro C TPEBOXKHEIM TEPIIEHHWEM, CIIOBHO OXKHOad YEero-To.

Mexny pBaHBIMU BOoxaMu ['e#i1 BEIMABUI U3 ce0si HETTOKOPHLIE CI0BA, HO T'OJIOC €T0 HAMPSICS OT
HellpeKpallaloleiics XBaTKX Ha Topie, - Hacnmaxmaicss MOMEHTOM... II0Ka MOXKEIIlb... - CyMeJl OH
BLIMOJIBHTD, HE Tepsisi PEIIHMOCTH, HECMOTPS Ha TSAXKeJble 00CTOSITeNbCTBa, - S 3acTaBiio TeO4...
1I0XKaJieTh 00 3TOM... 04€Hb CKOPO... YOIIIOIOK. ..

B MBICTISX OH MpefcTaBUll cebe ClieHapwWii, MPU KOTOPOM ero CKpBITas CHIa B OTBET Ha ero Oeny OymeT
CTPEMUTEILHO BO3pacTaTh, II03BOJISASI €My MHOTOKPaTHO OTOMCTUThL CaMOA0BOJIbHOMY benomy
XO0MOoKy.

CekyHOHI LU, ¥ C KaXXIbIM MTHOBEeHUEM ycunus ['eiina CTaHOBUIIUCE Bce ciiabee. 3peHue
IIOCTEIIeHHO TeMHeJI0, TPUOIIHUKAJCI IPU3PaK cMepTu. BHyTpeHHee cMsTeHue [eiiia BEITUIIOCH B
IIOTOK IIPOKJIATUM.

- YUeprt! Yeprt! ITpoknatee! Hy xke! Tonpko He Hafo MeHs ceryac, KakK HUKOTAa! - yMOJISI OH, B €r0
T0JIOBE XaOTUYHO CMEIINBAIUCh OTYassHUE U HACTOUYUBOCTD, U OH 3aCTaBJIA/I HEU3BEIAaHHYIO CUILY
BHYTpU Ce05 IPOSIBUTHCA.

OpHako CKphHITas CHjia pa304yapoBaHHO 3aMUpalia, He Kejas 0TBeYaTh Ha eT0 MOJILOH.
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