[TepenBurasich 1o 3aCHeKEHHOU MECTHOCTH Jieca C IpUBUAeHUSIMY, beHIKeH BHUMATEIbHO CIIequl
3a OKpyKaroled o0cTaHOBKOM. KaxXablil CTy4adHBIM CTYK, KOTIa OOUH U3 KUHXKAJIOB U3 IPAKOHLETO
CTeKJIa YOapsiyics 0 BEICOKOe 00BETPEHHOE IePeBO UM O 3aCHEXKEHHYIO 3€MJTI0, BRI3HIBAJI Y HETO
pasmpaXeHHBIN B3OO0X.

C moMmeHTa oTObITHS U3 Kynaka mpoIIIo TpU OHS, U BCE 9TO BPeMsI I0HOIIA YAeIsT O0IbIIy0 YacTh
CBOETO BHUMaHUS OTTAYMBaHUIO HABEIKOB METaHUS 00CUAMAHOBHIX KHHKAJIOB, Ka3aJ0Ch, HU O YEM He
3a00TsACh, TOKa BeH[IKeH Besl ero o AUKOM MECTHOCTH.

bengxen TMIePEeKIII0YNII BHUMAaHKWE Ha IOHOIIY, KOT'Hd TOT IIOIIBITAJICA OOCTATh CBOU KMHXKaJ II0CJIe
IMIO4YTH YOAYHOT O 6p0CKa. OpmHako ero ria3a BHE3aIlHO PaCIInpuiInCh, KOrga OH YJIOBHII IIIOPOX
JINCTBEI HEIIOOAJIEKY.

OH OFICTPO CpearupoBal, 0CO3HAB HAABUTAIOIIYIOCS OIIACHOCTS.

- OcTopoxkHO! - mpemymnpexaaoile KpUKHYT BeHaKeH, HO efiBa eT0 CJI0Ba COPBAJIUChH C T'y0, KakK B
BO3[yXe IIPOCBUCTEJIA CTPEeJia ¥ BOH3UJIACh B CHET B HECKOJIBKMX CAHTUMETPAX OT IOHOIIM, CTOSIBIIIETO
Ha KOJIeHAX, YTOOBI JOCTaTh OpyXKUe.

[ToBMHYSICh YUCTOMY UHCTUHKTY, BeHIKeH ObICTPHIM, IIJIaBHEIM [IBUKEHHEM BHIXBATHII MeY U BCTall
mepeq HOIIEN, 3alIuias ero.

OH pemnTenbHO KPUKHYJI, ¥ €70 TOJI0C 3XOM pa3Heccsd 10 Jiecy, - Kto tam mnsercs? [Tokaxuce! - oH
KPETKO CXKUMaJ Med, TOTOBHIH K /110601 yrpo3se.

Hap BenpKeHOM U I0HOIIEH 13 BepXYIIEeK lepeBbeB pa3faics rojoc, 3aCTaBUBIIKNYM 000MX HAIPSdb
ey, YToOBl OTIPEefeIUTh €r0 UCTOUHMK. TaM, Ha BepXxylIKe O/IMKaUIIero fepesa, OHU 3aMeTUIIN
YyeJioBeKa, JepKaBIIero HaroToBe JIyK, a ero ofiexXaa CoCTosIa 13 OeNlbIX 1 KOPUYHEBEIX MEXOB,
OPraHWYHO COYETABIINXCS C JIECHOU IPHUPOLOM.

- BBl He MTOX0KYM HM Ha OJJHOTO M3 M3BECTHHIX MHE T€HHOB... - 3aMETHUI YEeJIOBEK Ha Jepese, C HOTKOH
IIpe3peHud Iidnasd Ha HOBUYKOB, - BhI KnaHSOIMIMECT U3-3a CTEHHI? - CIIPOCHUIJI OH C ABHBIM CKEIICHCOM.

- Mu1 u3 HouHoro [1o30pa, - CIIOKOMHO O0TBeTU/ beHAKeH, OLleHUBasi CUTYalldi0 TBEPAbIM B3TJISIIOM, —
Brl 3 knaHa bemoro [lepeBa? - COPOCHI OH.

YenoBek Ha JepeBe YTBEPOUTEIIbHO KUBHYII, - Ha, - IIOOTBEPONII OH, X B €I0 T'0JIOCE IIPO3BYyYalla
HACTOPO2XKEHHOCTh.

- Torma MBI ¢ BaMU He ccopuMcs. [lepKUCh MOoAabllle OT Hac, ¥ ¥ Hac He OyneT mpobieM, - 3aBepu
bengxeH.

YerioBeK Ha [iepeBe OMYCTHII JIYK U yOpasl ero Ha CIUHY, 06OyMbIBasi UX CJIOBa, - S ¢ BaMH TOXe He B



CCope, OOHAKO BaM CTOHUT OBITD OCTOPOXKHEE... - IIpefgoCTeper OH, B €TI0 IroJiIoCe 3By4dajla MyApPOCTh, -
[To6mu3ocTH MOTYT CKPBIBATLECA JIIOOH, - noOaBuI OH, HAMeKas Ha TasdAIIyIOCAd OIIdCHOCTE.

BenpxeH HaxMypua OPOBU OT TaKOT'0 OTKPOBeHUSs, - TeHHBI? OHU He 3aX0fsT TakK 6;1u3Ko K CTeHe.
TBou mropu u J1030p He MOAIYCKAKT UX K CTeHe, - 3asBUJI OH, HECKOJIbKO 03alaueHHbIN
HeOXKUOAaHHOU TPoOIeMOi.

YeioBeK Ha JiepeBe SI3BUTEIbHO yecMexHYyJcs, - OObIYHO - a, - cornacuics oH, - Ho ceifuac HacTanu
He caMble JIy4Illlie BpeMeHa, - IPOJOJIKUII OH, - Har kiaH nepebupaeTcs Ha 6omee GoraTeie
nactouiia. O6 93ToM y3Hanu TeHHH... - TIOSICHUII OH, IIPOJIMBas CBET Ha 00CTOSITEIbCTBA, BHI3BABIIINE
TIOBBIILIEHHYIO0 OMTACHOCTb.

- Ha 6onee GoraTsie nmactOuina? Jlec ¢ IpUBUAOEHUSIMU - caMoe Jiydiiee nacTouile 3a CTeHOH... -
3aMeTus BeHOXKeH, MBITasiCh paciu@poBaTh 3aragoyHoe MOCIaHUe, U B €T0 B3TJISAe MOSBUIACh
HOTKA IOJ03PUTEILHOCTH.

- CKopo 3uMa, cap BopoHa, HO 51 yKe ¥ TaK CKa3asl JIUIIHETO, - OTBETHUJI YeJIOBEK Ha JIepeBe CO
CcBOe0Opa3HOM YCMEIUIKOM, TPalli03H0 CIyCKasCh CO CBOETr0 HacecTa U IIPU3eMIISIsACh Ha CHET.
Kazanoch, 0H He 3aMHTEpPECOBAH B TOM, YTOOH! pa3riamaTh KaKyo-11u00 OOIOIHUTENIbHYI0
nH(}OPMALHIO.

- TTonarato, 9T0 He UMeeT 3HaYeHus - 1o CTEeHH BCe PaBHO He H00epeTech, a TYT ellle 3TU TEeHHH U
Ipounie Mep3Kue TBapH... - 3arafloYHO 006aBUJI OH U TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOHI YUTH.

- Kakue TBapu? - benmgxken norpeboBas pa3bsiCHEHNUH, HO YXOIAIIUN YeJI0BeK He 06paTuil Ha Hero
BHUMAaHUS, ero BHUMaHue ObIJI0 SBHO OTBJIEYEHO YEeM-TO APYTHM.

BenpxeH u 10HOIIa 00MEHSINCH HACTOPOXKEHHBIMY B3T/IIJaMy, ¥ TOJIBKO IIOCTIEOHUN 03BYYHUII CBOU
MBICJTH, TOpbKas yiIeI0Ka 3aurpasa Ha ero rybax, - "TBapu", a... KaKkoBa BEPOSITHOCTh TOTO, YTO
"TBapu" - 3TO 3BMEMU3M [JIT Yero-To, YTO COXKPET Hallld JIUIA? - IOLIYTUJI I0HOIIA, IEITasCh
pa3psauTh 00CTAHOBKY.

OTBeT benmxeHa, OOHAKO, OBLT OaJIeKO He YTEeIIUTEJIbHEIM, - CnuIIIKOM BeJIHKa... - OTBETHUI OH
CEPhE3HEIM TOHOM, Ha €ro JIuIe Oblya HamucaHa 03a004eHHOCTS.

[Tpotien emle ONWH IeHb, ¥ OYIT OKA3aJICs Ha HeOOJIbIIOH MOoIsTHEe B 3a4apoBaHHOM Jjiecy. OHU
pemruny pa30duTh 1arepb, YTOOL OTHOXHYTH 10 PACCBETA, a 3aTeM IIPOHOJIXKUTH IYTh. 3aTaYnBas
00CHOMAaHOBLIM HOXKOM HeOOJIbIIYIO MaIKy, MOJIOOM YeJI0BEK He MOT He OTMETUTh OTHOCUTEJIbHYIO
TUIINHY, B KOTOPOii OHU ITpeOkIBaIy.

- Iloka 4TO0 myTellecTBHE IIPOXOOUT CIIOKOMHO... - 3aMETHUJI OH C HaJeXKI0HU B T0JIOCe, - ITO XOPOILINI



3HAK, HE TaK JIU? - CIIPOCUJI OH, XKeJas 3apYYUThCS IOAIEPKKOM.

BenpxeH, ogHAKO, He cTajl ero ycnokausaTh. OH Cepbe3HO MOKavaJj rojgoBoy, - HeT, - 0TBeTUI OH
IPSIMO, - MBI DOJIZKHEI OB Y2Ke BCTPETUTH 110 MeHbIllel Mepe TPU MaTPyJisd OgUYablX - KJIIaHbl
OoWYaibiX, KOTOPhIe Ha3bIBAIOT JIeC C IPHUBUOEHUSIMHU CBOUM JOMOM, KaK IIPaBUI0, OUEHb aKTUBHEL.. -
MTOSICHUJI OH, PYKOBOJCTBYSICb CBOMM OIILITOM.

B3mox BeIpBaJICSt U3 YCT IOHOIIH, KOTHa OH BHUK B CMBICIT CKa3aHHOTO BeHIKeHoM, - 3HAYuT,
OTCYTCTBME aKTHBHOCTH O3HA4YaeT, UTO YTO-TO He TaK, ¥ OOUYaJIblil C IyKOM Hac He 00MaHyII... -
CHean OH BBIBOJI, 0CO3HAB BCIO CEPHE3HOCTh CUTYAIIUH.

- MeHHoO, - noaTBepaun beHaXeH, pelnuTeIbHO KUBHYB, - HaM Hy>KHO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee
nobpaThbcs 1o YepHOro 3aMKa, IPeaynpeauTh [1030p 0 TOM, YTO YTO-TO IPOUCXOMHUT.

HOHo1a, Bce elre TOYUBIIHME CBOM MTOCOX 0OCHOUAHOBLIM HOXKOM, 3aTOBOPUIT O HACYIIHOM, - J-9,
KCTaTH rOBOPS... - HEYBePEHHO Havall OH, - {1 Bce ellle He 3HAI0, YTO MbI OygeM fesaTh, Koraa
npubyneM Ha MecTo... Haerocs, TEl He coOupaembesi COO0MUTh 060 MHE BCEM... - OH YCTPEMU Ha
BeHfKeHa BOIIPOCUTEIbHLIN B3TJIAL.

BeHpxXeH, KOTOPOTo, 0X0xKe, 3a0aBiisiyio 6€CIIOKOWCTBO IOHOIIN, TOuHTepecoBascs, - O? U mouemy
xe?

- Hy, THI Ke caM cKa3as - HaCUJIbHUKY, BOPHI, youiinsl, B YepHoM []030pe ecTh BCe... - MOJIOOMN
4yeJI0BeK 3aKosefascs, Npexye 4eM 0CTOPOXKHO IIPOJOJIKUTh, - MHe He X0UeTCS AeIUThCS C TAKUMU
nrogpMu OyKBaJIbHO CEKPETOM CBOETO IIPOUCX0XKMAEHHU... - ET0 6€CIIOKOMCTBO OBLIIO Oy TUMO.

BeHpKeH 3agyMunBO KMBHYJI, IpH3HaBas IPaBOTy CKa3aHHOTO, - [ py0o, HO CIIpaBefsiiBo, - CO
B3[I0XOM COTJIACHUIICS OH, - Bynb yBepeH, Tonbko Jlopa-Komanpyroumii u 51 OymeM 3HATh O TBOUX
YHUKAIbHBEIX 00CTOSTETbCTBAX... - 3aBEPUJT OH IOHOIIY.

- W kctaTy, Tebe crmemyeT BeIOpaTh cebe UMs, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ IIPEOBICTOPHIO, KOTOpasi IIoMOXKeT Tebe
BJIIUTHCS B KOJITIEKTHUB, - IIPEIJIOKUIT OH.

HOnoma 3amymarncs Haf TeM, Kak BEIOpaTh cebe HOBoe uMs, - M4, ma...? 1 yKe Havan yCcTaBaTh OT
CJIOBa "lapeHb", - YCMEXHYJICA OH, - Bce-Taku g He CJIUIIKOM XOPOILO yMel0 faBaTh UMeHa BelllaM,
TeM Ooree cebe... - OH B3JOXHYJI, YYBCTBO HEYBEPEHHOCTH OMPAYHUJIIO €T0 JIUIIO.

- Ectp upeun? - cupocun oH benaxeHa.

- Kak Hacuer... - Hauay OBIIO0 beHmXxeH, HO BHE3aIlHO OCTAHOBUIICS Ha TIOJIYCJIOBE: €T0 OPTraHEbI
YYBCTB IIPEAYIIPEOUIIN €r0o O IPUCYTCTBHUU KOT'O-TO IM03adX HUX.

C OBICTPOTOM, POKIEHHOM OMBITOM, OH BRIXBATHUJI MeY U ITOBEPHYJICS, HAaIlpaBUB €0 Ha IePeBo,



CTOSIBIIIEE B HEKOTOPOM OTHAJEHUH, - I yXKe 3Halo, YTO THI TaM. Tak IOKAXKKUCh XKe, - 3asIBUT
BenmxkeH, ¥ TOI0C ero ObUT TBEPH ¥ HETTOKOJIe0UM.

B oTBeT Ha BHI30B BeHI:KeHa U3 TEHU 3a NePEeBbSIMHU BHIIIEI YeJI0BEK, 00/TaueHHEIM B MEXOBHIE
nocrexu. Ha ero 671eiHOM Il BUTHEINCH CTPAHHBIE CHMBOIMYECKHE IIPAMBI, a T'0JI0Ba ObIa
COBEPIIIEHHO JIKICOH.

Kpenko cxkuMasi B pyKe TOTIOpP, OH 3JI0BELIUM TOHOM IIPOTOBOPHII, - Tak-TaK... a S-TO AyMaJl, 4To
CMOTY 71erKo u 6e306071e3HeHHO pacIpPaBUThCS C BaMU OBYMS... - OH HeOpeKHO MOXJIoTaJl II0 TOIOpY,
KOT'Jla U3 3apociiell 1epeBheB, OKPYKABIINX JIaTePhb, BHIIUIK €Ille HECKOJIBKO OMUHAKOBO OOETHIX
MYXKYUH, KaXIbIi 13 KOTOPHIX OTJIMYAJICS TEMH Ke XapaKTePHBIMU BHEITHUMH ITPUMETaMHU.

- ITonarato, Tak OymeT Becesiee... - 0OABUII OH CO 3TI00HOM YXMBITTKOM, 03apPUBIIEHN €T0 JIHIIO.

- OCTOPOXKHO, TapeHb, - IpefocTeper beHmkeH, He3aMeTHO BHITSIHYB PYKY B CTOPOHY, - 9To TeHH, -
no0aBUII OH, B €T0 TOHE YyBCTBOBAJIACh 03a60YEHHOCTS.

- 4 Tak ¥ gyMmar... - OTBETHII IOHOIIIA, eT0 TOpbKas yIbOKa BeIMaBaia ero 6ecrmokoicTBo. Kak Tompko
3TOT CaMOHAJESHHHIN YPOI YIIOMSIHYI O TeHHAX, 5 Cpa3y IOHSII, YTO MBI C HUMU CTONKHEeMCSI... Bce,
YTO MOXKET IIOUTH He Tak, MOMUEeT He TaK, TakK CKa3ajl OOUH MYApPHIA YyenoBekK... - OH cpenan nayay,
3aTEM CaMOYHUYUKHUTEITBHO YCMEXHYIICS.

- 1 KTO XKe 3TOT Mpa‘-IHBIﬁ Y6J'IIOJIOK? - CIIPOCHUII BeHpmxkeH, He CBOIS I'1a3 C BOMHOB, KOTOPEIE Ha4Yalln
HX IIpecCiiefoBaTh.

KOHormra mozai mie4aMu, B €ro I'1a3ax MOSBUJICS HaMeK Ha SI3BUTEIbHEIHN I0MOD, - 4. f Bemb TOIBKO
YTO CKa3aJjl 3TO, He TaK ju?
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