3a BpeMs ero mpeObIBaHUS IO 3eMJIEN OaHK CTa ellé 60ee 0XKUBIEHHBIM, ITOYTH Y KaXKIOT0
KaCCHpa CTOsIJIa 0Yepeb U3 He MeHee YeM IISITH BOJIIeOHMKOB U BeIbM, TePIIEJIUBO OKHUIaBIINX
cBoew ouepenu. 'appu He B3I ¢ co00M mall: BoinmeMopT 1 ero ImocIeIoBaTeNy B Iyallax ObIIH eImne
CIIUIIKOM CBEXWU B ITAMSITH, ¥ OH 3HAJI, YTO IIPOryska 1mo Kocoi mepeyok B Hayalle JIeTa B TSIXKEIOM
TIjIalle ¢ KaIioIIoHOM Ha I'0JIOBe IIPUBIIEYET Topa3mo 0osblile BHUMaHUS, yeM 0e3 Hero, Malb4uK-
KoTtopeiii-Bekun unu HeT. [103TOMY OH CKJIOHHII TOJI0OBY, II03BOJIMB CBOMM 4yTh 00Jiee MIMHHBIM
BOJIOCAM yIacThb Ha 7100 U r'J1a3a, ¥ HeOpexKHO 3amaran 4yepe3 3an. OH ObLI BCETO B HECKOJIBKUX
MeTpax OT BEIXO[Ia, BCET'0 B JIOKMHE IIIAroB, Mpexkae YeM OTIIPa3IHOBATh YIAYHbIHM Mo0er, HO TyT Ha
ero I1JIeY0 OIYCTHUIACh PYKa, TSXKEas U COaBIKMBalollas HaCTOIBKO, YTO OH OCTAHOBUJICS Ha MECTe.

"Mucrep IlotTep". 910 6811 KceHobunmuyc JlaBryn, KoToporo ['appy He BUAEN C TEX NOP, KakK TOT
IIBITAJICS BBIAATh ero [loXkupartensM CMEPTH, ¥, YECTHO TOBOPS, BHITTISAAEN OH YKaCHO.

"Mucrep JlaBryn". [appu mOMIBITANCS YIBIOHYTHCS, HO Hake eMy 3TO I0Ka3aloCh HeUCKpeHHUM. "Paf
BUJIETH Bac B 0OOpPOM 3apaBuu’.

Kcenopunuyc KopoTko paccMmesinics. "Kakas Munas 10Xkb. B Ipomyio Hamly BCTpeuy S MBITANCS
nepenath Te0s cunaM Témuoro Jlopaa. f 6l ommacasncs 3a TBOE AyLIeBHOE 3[[0POBbe, eCu OBl THI OB
pan MeHs BUOETh".

T'appu noxan nnevamu. "5 He mepxKy Ha Te0s 37a. TH cHenan 9TO TOJILKO IOTOMY, 4TO [ToxXuparenu
cmeptu 3abpanu [TonymHy, a 3abpayiid OHU ee TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO THl ObLJI OMHUM U3 HEMHOTHUX, KTO
OTBaXXMJICA BBICKA3aTh CBOIO IIOANEPXKKY MHe".

Ha nuie Kcenodunuyca mpoMeIbKHYIO CTPAaHHOE BEIpaXKeHUe, HO er0 OBICTPO CKPBIIH IIMHHEIE
BOJIOCHI, KOTTa OH CKJIOHHUJI T'OJIOBY B OlarogapHOM KuBKe. "TBoe MOHMMaHue MHOT'0 3HAYUT [JIS
MeHS, THl Xopoiu# 4yenoBek. Ho s1 octaHoBum Te6s He 3a 3TuM". CTapumii MyK4YuHa Cclean
HeyBepeHHYIo nay3y. "Muctep [IoTTep, MOry g CIpOCUTH Bac Koe 0 ueM?"

"KoneuHo." I'appu obompsioiie KUBHYI. "UTO UMEHHO?"

"XO[sIT CITyXH O TOM, 4TO OBIJIO CKa3aHO B TOT OeHb, Korga Bhl yOunu Toro-KTo-Henb3si-Ha3wiBaTh".
Kcenodunuyc ornsgencs no CTOpoHaM, ero rojioC yiaa Huxe Ienora. "[[0BOpsAT, Thl OBIafesn
Crapmum 2Keaznom. 3abparn ero y Hero. ¥ “MeHHO 3TO IT03BOIUIO0 Te0e modequTs ero”.

'appu cpenan mar Ha3al, MTHOBEHHO HAaCTOPOXKUBILIKCH. "Y MeHs HeT By3WHHOU [Tajl04KH, TOJIHKO
MOSI COOCTBeHHas".

Kcenopunuyc nocnervn pa3riiaguTh CBou HaOpsKinue Tyosl. "KoHeuHo ke, y TeOs1 ero HeT ¢ co0oi -
TAKOW apTedakT CIUIIKOM IIeHeH, YTOOb HOCUTh ero ¢ CO00¥ B TIOBCETHEBHEIM ITOXO0[] II0 Mara3uHaM.
Ho HeBaxHO, OCTABUJI JIX ThI €T0 JJOMA WJIX 3alep B XPaHUIIUIIE - OH Y Te0s, OH TBOK. BHI - X0351MH
By3urHOro xe3na. Y nmama".

"Ilnama? ITpocTuTe, KaKoro niama?"



"B TOT meHb THI IPUIIET KO MHe IoOMOM U crpocui o [lapax CmepTu, u s Tebe pacckasan”.

Y I'appu oTtmana 4emOCTh, ¥ OH ITOKavarn ronosou. "Ho, 'epMmuoHa, Kaxk TH...?"

"Kak 51 MOT'Y BCIIOMHHTb, UYTO MbI 00CY2KIasii ITOCJIe TOT0, KaK TBOSI MUJIAs MMOAPYKKA MeHs 3a0bina?"
Kcenodunuyc npunogsin 6poss. "[lonaraio, Cyns 1o TOMY, YTO OHA IIBITA/IAach Y MEeHST BEIBEATh, OHA
He CTpPeMUJIaCh 3aCTABUTh MEHS 3a0bITh BECh PA3r0OBOP, @ TOIBKO TO, UTO IIPU 3TOM IIPUCYTCTBOBAN
TBOM PHIZKEBOJIOCHY Moofou apyr. Cyns 1o HOHEeCeHUsIM, KOTOPBIe S CIIbIIIAJ, OH [IOIKEH OBII
HaAXOOUTHCS moMa, 3aboneB Opbi3ramMu. Ho B crelike HaloXXEeHHOE €10 3aK/IMHaHue ObII0 HeOPEeXKHBIM,
MaJIOMOIIHBIM U JIETKO OTPA3UJI0Ch OT 3aIIUT, OKPYKAIIIUX MOH oM. 51 He 3a0blJT, KaK THI
uHTepecoBascs [JapaMu, 1 He 3a0blI, KaK THl ¥ TBOU APY3bs IEPETIISTHYIKCH, KOT[Ia 51 pacckalas Tebe
0 Iyalle-HeBUaUMKe caMoit CMeptu. Thl 3Haels 0 HeM, 60jiee TOTO, OH IPUHAMTIEXKUT Tebe".

"9TO BCE KaKue-TO AUKNE NOMBICIE, MuUcTep JlaBryn".

"W Bce ke BHI HE OIIPOBEPTIIM HU €UHOTO cioBa". KceHodpunuyc caenan mar Broepen. "Y Bac eCThb
Bockpematonruii KaMeHs? Ber 00bequaum Japer?"

"3auem?" 'appu pacTepscs, 3aCTUTHYTHIM BPACIIJIOX MBIJIKUM HHTEPECOM 3TOr0 YenoBeka. "[louemy
9TO UMeeT [J1d Bac 3HauyeHue?"

"TloToMy 4YTO, KaK TOJILKO OHU 00BEOUHSATCS, MBI BCe YMpPEM".

l'appu 3aCTHIT HA MeCTe, 0XKuasi, 4To KceHopummyc pacCMeeTCs U 3asiBUT, YTO 3TO Oblyla IIyTKa.
Vinu, uTo OBI710 O0JTee BepOSTHO, MTPOMOIKHUT 0OBICHITh KaKyl0-HUOYIb COBEPIIEHHO 9KCIIEHTPUYHYIO
TEOPHUI0 3ar0BOPa, YTBEPKAAIIYI0, YTO apMHUS KJIaMOUHIePOB BO3poxkaaeTcsa. Korga Takoro
00BSICHEHUS He TI0CIIefIoBasio, OH MoTpeboBan yrouHeHui. "[IpocTuTe, 4T0?

"Ilapkl - 3TO CIIUIIKOM MOILIHBEIE TPeAMETHI, YTOOH BEIPA3UTh UX CcloBaMu. CMepTh He OTfasia U He
oTHasna ux foO6poBOILHO. MBI B3/IM WX, MBI HCITOJIb30BAIM UX U MBI 37I0yTIOTPEeOISIn uMu".

l'appu nokauarn ronoBoi, 06oyMeiBasi, Kak JIydllle BCEr0 YCIOKOUTh Oe3yMHYI0 TEOPUIO
Kcenodpunuyca. "Te, k10 B3 [lapsl, JaBHO MepPTBE, CMepTH HEKOTO HaKa3hIBaTh".

K coxarnenuio, ero ciosa He ycrnokounu Kcenodpunuyca. bonee Toro, oH BHTISAAEN ellle Ooee
pacctpoenHbM. "He CMepTh xoueT HaKa3aTb. OOBEKT, U3 KOTOPOT'O MOSIBUIUCE [laphl, OB
HeHUTpalbHLIM, PaBHOBECHHIM. Te, Y KOTO OHU OBIJIH, MCIIOJIb30BaJId UX B CBOMX KOPBICTHHIX LIEJIAX,
IBITAICh 00MaHyTh CMepTh, MBITAIUCh CTAaTh CMEPThIO, U TEM CAMBIM HApYyIIUIK paBHOBecue. Korma
Iapsl pa3geneHsl, OHU HUYEro He MOTYT CleNlaTh, YTOOL BOCCTAHOBUTH PAaBHOBECUE; O0BEOUHUTE UX,
Y OHUM CHOBa OOPETYT CHUIY, YTOOBI BOCCTAHOBUTH €TI0 eIMHCTBEHHHIM U3BECTHEIM UM CIIoco6oM".

T'appu moHs, K 4eMy Bcé unet. "OHu yObIOT Hac".



Kcenodpunuyc ropsko paccmesincs. "Het, He Te0s1, TH X X0351H. TOIBKO Hac".

"Mucrep Jlasryg...."

“Tol MHe He Bepulllb. KoHe4HO, He BepuTe. OHUM TOXKe He MOBEPST, He Cpaldy, HO KOTfa 9TO HaYHEeTCH,
OHU YBUOAT. Y TOrma OHU MOBEPAT".

'appu ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO Y HET'O 3aMUpaeT CEPAIle: 3TOT YeJIOBEK ObLI TaK YBEpEeH B CBOEM CTpaxe,
YTO ero HeBO3MOKHO ObII0 YOEeOUTh B TOM, YTO OH Ha caMOM [ielie He 00bequH [Japsl, a ecnu Obl U
00BbeIMHUJI, TO UX COI03 He IMPUBET OBl K KOHITY OHEH, HO OH BCE XK€ MOT IIPU3BaTh €T0 K MOJTYaHUIO
eIUHCTBEHHbIM U3BECTHRIM eMy crioco0oM. "Ecyu ThI paccKaXKelllb UM, OHU 3aX0TSAT IPUYUHUTh MHE
Bpeq... [... s gpyr [TonymHEL. Tl 3HaElIb, KAKOW OHA YeJIOBEK, eCIIM 51 MPUYKUHIO 00J1b, TO ¥ OHA
OPUYWHUT. THl IPUUMHUIIE e# 60/Ih?"

Kcenodunuyc nokayasn ronosoii. "HeT. 1 651 cnac ee". OH yIBIOHYICS MajIeHbKOM, IPYCTHOM
yNbIOKOM, KOTa Havyall OTXOOUTh. "MHe ajb, Muctep IIoTTep, HO, ITOX0XKe, HaM ITPOCTO He CYXKIeHO
OBITH Ha OTHOM CTOPOHE, He TOTHa, KOTHa 3TO 03HAYaeT IofBepraTh Mo [1oIyMHy pucky. "

Tappu mOOHSI CBOIO Manouky. KceHounuyc O MOJIOH PeIUMOCTY 00PaTUTHCS K ra3eTaM
(HECOMHEHHO, K CBOUM COOCTBEHHEIM), UTOOHI IIPEAYIIPEeIUTh BeCh BONIIEOHEIM MUD 00 UX TPIAAyIIei
rubenu ot pyk ['appu, u ero Henb3s ObLI0 TepeybenuTh. bojlee YeM BEpOSITHO, UTO 3TH
npenynpexneHus: ocTanyTcs 6e3 BHUMaHus, Benb "Kcenopunuyc" u "Ksub6ep" nevaranu
BO3MYTUTEJIbHEIE U COBEPIIEHHO HEBEPOSATHEIE TEOPUM 3ar0BOPA, HO €CJIU XOTh OJUH YeJI0BEK
II0OBEPUT eMy, 3T0 OyfeT yxke CIUIIKOM MHOro. OH He cTal pPUCKOBaTh. "{ He Mory Te0s OTIYCTUTR".
Ero nanouyka Hauenunachk B TOUKY MEXKAY I'7la3 MyK4YuHHL. "[loxKanyrcTa, He 3aCTaBsgil MeHT".

"He 6yny", - 3aBepun Kcenopunuyc. 'appu HaxMypuJjcs B 3aMellIaTeIbCTBE, HO TYT MYyXK4YNHA
3aKpuyar, mpuBiekas BceobIlee BHUMaHKWe K HUM aBouM. "ITo 'appu ITorTep! 310 Manbuuk-
KoTopriii-Berkun! YenoBek, KoTophid mobemun!"

Onu HaOpoCUTTHCh Ha HUX, B YaCTHOCTH Ha ['appu, B CUMTaHHbIE MTHOBEHUS. [[eCATKY BOJIIEOHNKOB
OKPYKUJIH €ro, MBITasICh 03IPaBUTh, I100arofapuTh, JOTPOHYTHCS 10 HETO, ¥ B BO3HUKIIIEM Xaoce
KceHodunuycy yoamoch BLIPBAThCS.
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