HecMmoTps Ha BCio Heo0y3IaHHYIO SHEPTUI0, KOTOPYIO OH BHITIJIECKUBAJ B CBOEl OMTBe ¢ MarHero,
MMEHHO 9TOT CIIOKOMHBIM MOMEHT, 3Ta yrpo3a UMeIu HauOoIbIIui Bec. MarueTo, Bce ele
3ammuasck ot 6e3kanocTHOM aTaku TaliCoHa, IIepeBet B3I TyAa, Toe B 00bsaTudX TalicoHa
nmexana Muctuk. ToT GakT, YTO OHA IMOYTH HE COIMPOTHUBIISIACH, ObLI IBHEIM IIPU3HAKOM TOT'0, YTO
Taticon He O6nedoBan. Bug MUCTHK, OOHOM U3 €r0 CAaMBIX BEPHBIX M ONMKAUIIUX COIO3HUI], B TAKOM
ysI3BUMOM COCTOSIHUM BBI3BaJl BCIILIIIKY OeCIIOKOMCTBa B r7la3ax Marsero.

— MucTuk! — 103Bas OH, ¥ B €0 rojioce MOCHbIIIanock 6ecrokoictBo. OHa He OTBETHUIIA.

— Bo3MoxkHO, y TeOsT €CTh MPEUMYILIECTBO B OIIBITE, — IPOMOIKUI TalicoH, rsias MarHeTo mpsMo B
r7a3a, — HO Y MEHS €CTh KOe-uTo, 4ero HeT y Te0s. OT4yassHue. Y MeHs eCTb €e BOCIIOMUHAHUSA, S
3Hal0, TI0YEMY ThHI XOYelllb MeHs. ITO He NMPU3LIB K BePOOBKE, 9TO0 CMEPTHHIN IIPUTOBOP.

OOBIYHas aypa CIIOKOMHOTO JOMUHHPOBaHUS Marueto nokonebanach BCEro Ha 00 CeKyHObL. OH
IIPUBHIK K TPOTUBHUKAM, ITHITAIOIIUMCS 3aJIe3Th €MY IOl KOXKY, HO 3TO... 9TO OBIJIO ITO-APYTOMY.
Taiicon He mpocTo 6pocasn eMy BbI30B. OH 6OPOJICS 3a BEIKUBAHUE.

— Momnopoii 4enoBek, — cKa3ajl MarHero, bITasiCh BepHYTh cebe camoobnafganue. — OTIyCTH ee.
Ota OuTBa MeXAay TOOOU U MHOHU.

XBaTKa TalCOHa Ha MUCTUK Ha MTHOBEHUE YCUJIAIIACh, a 3aTEM PE3KUM [BUXKEHUEM OH
IPU3EMIIUIICS Ha OJIMKAUIIYIO KPHIIYy ¥ OCTOPOXKHO omycTusl ee. OHa Oblya cnaba, HO XKUBa, ee
IbIxaHue OBUIO IOBEPXHOCTHEIM. OH BOCIIOIb30BAJICA CUJION MUCTHUK, YTOOB BEPHYTHCS K CBOEMY
HOpMaJbHOMY 007THKY, YTOOK MarseTo MOT MOCMOTPETh €My B IjIa3a.

TynukoBasi CUTyalusi MeXAy IByMS MyTaHTaMU yCUJIUJIa HaNpskeHUe B Bo3nyxe. MUCTuK 6€3BOJIBHO
nexaina. Ha Hell He O6bU10 MeTasia; y MarseTo Gb1710 Majio BapHaHTOB BEPHYTH €€, U HU OOHOTO,
KOTOpoMy TaliCOH He CMOT ObI JIETKO IIPOTUBOCTOATH. I103a TalicoHa W3nmydasna yBEPEHHOCTD,
HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO LIAHCH OBUIM He B ero nomb3y. Ero cuna gasana eMy 0ombliie BO3MOXHOCTH, U
IIPSIMO Cefyac y Hero OBbITM PhIYary BO3[EUCTBUS.

— OcTtaBb MeHs cBOOOTHBIM. OTIIYCTH MEHS, — KPUKHYJ TaiicoH Marueto, — B3aMeH 5 OTIYIIY ee.
Ona GymeT XKuTbh. A TH? THl MOXKEIb IPECIef0oBaTh MEeHS, OXOTUTHLCSA 3a MHOM XOTh Ha Kpau cBeTa. U
MBI MOXKEM YCTPOUTH ellle OOUH U3 9TUX MaJIeHbKUX TaHIIEB.

['ma3a MarHeTo, 0OLIYHO TaKKe YBepPeHHbIE U HETOKOJIeOUMEbIe, CY3UNIUCh OT AEeP30CTH MIIAAIIEero
MyTaHTa.

— Winum 9T0? — mapupoBa OH, ero TOH OBIJT IIOJIOH IIPE3PEeHMUs, MEITasiCh BOCCTAHOBUTh KOHTPOJIb HAfl
CUTyaLUeu.

YxMbinka IIPOMEJIbKHYJIA Ha JIUIIEe TaiicoHa, KOTroa OH YyThb Kpel4e CxKall MHucTuxk.



— Wy 51 BBITIBIO €e IoCyXa, — MPUTPO3UIT OH. — f mpumy 3a To6oi. Y maxe eciu s He CMOT'Y
no0eUTh CEeTOmHs, y MeHs OyayT ee criocoOHOCTH. S MoT OBl OBITH KEM YIOJHO B 3TOM Mupe. B
Jy4IIeM cllydae THl HaBCerma IMOTepsielllh MeHs U3 BUAY, B XyIIeM s Ipuay 3a Toboi. KTo 3Haer,
xkuB nu ere 2Kaba? Eciu 9T0o He Tak, TO TH OCTaellbcs ogHa. M s 6yny oXoTUThCS 3a ToOoM. T maxe
He MOWMeIllb, YTO 3TO 5, TI0Ka He CTAHET CIIMIIKOM IIO3[IHO.

B 00BI9HO cIepKaHHOM ITOBeeHNH MarHeTo MOosBUJICS HaMeK Ha OeCIIOKOMCTBO. DT [BOE
OKa3aJuCh B TynuKe. TallCOH UTPpasl B OMACHYIO UTPY, HOBOMS IPOTUBHUKA M0 IIpefesia, ¥ MarueTo
OB TTOMMaH B PEOKUI MOMEHT YSI3BUMOCTH, pPa3phiBasich Mexkay 6e301MaCHOCThI0O Hafle2KHOTO
COI03HMKA ¥ BEI30BOM, OPOILIEHHBEIM MOJIOABIM, HETIPEeICKa3yeMbIM TPOTUBHUKOM.

Yrposa TalicoHa 3akJo4asnach B €ro MonkTke cbexats oT Marueto. OH cpaxaicsi ¢ MyTaHTOM 10
IIOCJIEIHET0, HO 3TOT0 ObIIO HegocTaToyHo. OH 3HAJI, YTO ero BpeMs C BIACThio [IKUH ITOYTH
nctekso. OH HaflesANicst, YTO clIocoOHOCTh MucTuK 61edoBaTh 00eceduT eMmy cBoGOny.

Ho on gomycTuin oumoky.

ToT, KepTBO¥M KOTOPOTO Iajio 6ecurcieHHOe MHOXKECTBO Jitofeil fo Hero. OH nofaacs UCKYIIeHNI0
TIPOU3HECTH MOHOJIOT.

[Toka Taiicon OBITT COCpemOTOYeH Ha MarHeTo, MacTep Marietu3ma paboran momrda. IToToku
TIOX0KEro Ha XKHUIKOCTh MeTaJsljla 3MEeUIUCh BBepx 1o (acamy 3manusi. ITo ObIIO ABUKEHUE
HACTOJIbKO OecIIyMHOe U OBICTpOe, YTO TaliCOH He YJIOBUJI HA HaMeKa Ha Hero CBOMMU YyBCTBaMU
uny tenenatredl. [loka TalicoH TOBOPUII, yMasi, UYTO TOPTYeTCS 3a CBO0 cBobomy, Maruero
OelnCcTBOBRAJI.

Be3 mpenynpexoeHus U3 OKpykKarollei cpefsl BEIPBAJIOCh MHOXKECTBO METAINIMYeCKUX IIyTaell.
Onu npoH3unu Tenno TalicOHa HAaCKBO3b, 3aCTaBUB €T0 3aJOXHYThCS OT 1I0Ka ¥ 6051, JJIeMeHT
HEOXKUOAHHOCTHU OBINT Ha CTOPOHE MarHeTo, ¥ OH 6e3KaJI0CTHO MCII0JIb30Ba ero. Ilpexmne yem
TalicoH ycmesn X0Th KaK-TO OTPearupoBaTh Ha XKT'y4yio 00Jb WU IPEOIPUHSITE KaKyo-Tu00 3aIIuTy,
METaJIJI TOJIHOCTHIO MTPOH3MI er0 HacKBo3b. OH OBII MOKMMaH, KaK pPei0a Ha KPIOYOK.

Be3xkalocTHO, MeTall IIPOI0JIKall IIPOXOAUTh CKBO3b HETO, ¥ HAKOHeUHUK W30THYJICS, a 3aTeM CHOBA
TIPOH3UII €T0, Kak 6yOTo mpoH3as TalicoHa HackBo3b. CHOBA ¥ CHOBa OHA HauWHalla 06BOJIAKMBATh
ero. OTO OKYTHIBAJIO €T0, CKUMas Bce Tyxe u Tyxe. Cuia, KOTopyo oH ykpan y Cabne3yboro, He
MOTJIa CJIOMaTh METAJUTMYeCKUe TUCKHU. Ero riasa, Korga-To HarmoJIHEHHBIE YBEPEHHOCTHIO U
BBI30BOM, TEIIEPH PACIIMPHUIUCH OT CTPaxa U MOTPSICEHUS.

MarseTo X0100HO Haﬁmonan, Kak MJIafni MYTAHT cnabo COIIPOTUBIIAETCA.

— THI CUTTBHBIN, — HEOXOTHO IIPU3HAJ OH, ¥ B €T0 I'0JIOCE CIIBIIIAINCh BOCXUINEHNE U IIPe3PeHue
omHOBpPeMeHHO. — Ho Thl He A3a3esib, U THl MHE He POBHS. THl IIPOCTO BOP, KPamyILIui TO, UTO feaeT
OPYTUX BETUKUMH.



MeTannuyeckue LIynasblia IOMMaNy ero B My4UuTeIbHYI0 XBaTKY. [IbIXaHWe CTaI0 ITOBEPXHOCTHEIM U
HaNpPsSKEHHBIM, U KaXKObIi BIOX HEC METaIMYeCKUY 3amax ero KpoBu. B To BpeMs Kak MarHeTo
HEOOHOKPATHO IIPOH3aJll ero, TaliCOH COCPEIOTOYUIICS Ha NCIOIb30BaHUM CUIE MucTuk. Ee
CIIOCOOHOCTH MEHSIThH 00IMK OBbINIa He TOJIBKO IMOBEPXHOCTHOM. Korya MeTas MpoH3UIT ero HaCKBO3b,
OH OBICTPO IIEPEMECTUII CBOM BHYTPEHHUE OpraHbl, HACKOJIbKO MOT, YTOOBl COXPAHUTh UX, U3MEHUB UX
I0JI0KeHue, YTOOH n30exkKaTh MPOKOJIa UM pa3pylleHus.

OT4yastHHE Hayaslo 3aTMeBaTh ero 601b. OH 3HaM HaMepeHus MarueTto. MBICJIEHHEIM B30poM TaiicoH
BUen ce0s, CBI3aHHOTO X OECCUIIBHOTO, 3aIIPaBIAIONIero MaluHy MarueTo IJis IpeBpalleHust
JIF0Oel B MyTaHTOB. MBIC/Ib O TOM, UTO €T0 UCIOJIb3YIOT, UTO OH IIPEeBPaTUJICS BCETO JIUIID B
OaTapeliky, Tep3aa pa3yMm TaticoHa. Ero manbusl c1abo MOepruBajuch, IETasACh JOTIHYTHCS [0
yero-HuOymb, 0 Yero yromHo, YTO MOTJjIo OBl aTh eMy phlyar Bo3mencTBusi. Ho yayImaiomias XBaTKa
MeTaJlla TOJIbKO YCUJIUTIACh, ellle TTy0:Ke BIKBASCh B €0 MJIOTh, HAIOMUHAS eMy 0 HEMUHYEeMOM
rubenu.

Bre3amHo 4T0-TO 60JIee CUIIbHOE, YeM cTpax, 0ojiee CUIbHOE, YeM OTYAsTHHE, 3aXJIECTHYIIO ero. ITo
OBIIIO HACTOJILKO IPy00 ¥ MOIIHO, YTO MOTJIOTUIIO €r0, HallpaBUB B OCTATKM CUIIH [IKuH. Ero
30JIOTUCTHIE TJIa3a, KOTOPHIE TIOTYCKHEHN OT 00JH, Telephb 3aropejIiuch OTHEM BEI30Ba. Kaxkmyio
YVHIIMIO aTOHUM, KOTOPYIO OH MCIIHITHIBAJI, OH BJIOXKHII B OOUH IIOC/IENHUM, OTYaSHHBIN MTOCTYTIOK.
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