— IIpodeccop, 4To 3a yepTOBIMIKHA? — [[KyOunu 3ammnena, OTIPSIHYB, KOrfa uria 3abnecTena B
pyke Opopo. Opopo 6pocunacs Ha [IKyOunu, uria paccekia Bo3nyX. [laHWKa BCIBIXHYIA B IPYOU
TaliCOHa, UHCTUHKT IIOATOJIKHYII €r0 K IeUCTBUIO.

Ero pa3ym nepetien B runepoKyCUpoBaHHOe COCTOsSIHUE. Bce cTanmo KpUCTanibHO SCHBIM, IIYM 1
xaoc noesfa 3arnymmny ero. OH He Obl1 PTyThi0 mnn ®nameM, ClIoCOOHbBIE IBUTATHCS C
MOJIHHMEHOCHOM cKOpocThio. Ho on mornorun Cabne3yboro, o6peTs cBepxuesioBedeckue pediekCH u
yyBCTBa. TallCOH BEIOPOCUII PYKY BIlepe[, KaK aTaKyIOIIUN KOT U3 [XKyHIJel. Ero nasmbIis
COMKHYJIUCH Ha 3ansactee Opopo MepPTBOU XBAaTKOU. Mria ocTaHOBUIACH BCETO B HECKOJIBKUX AOVMax
ot meu [XyOumnu, BpeMsi, Ka3ajaoCh, 3aTausio JblxaHNe, KOTa OHU BTPOEM 3aMepIIu.

OH B3rIAHYI Ha UTJly, 3aTeM CHOBa Ha Opopo. II0TOK CeHCOPHBIX JaHHBIX 3aXJIeCTHYI TallCOHa, ero
pa3yM 3aKpyKHUJICS, TOKa OH IBITAJICS OCMBICIIUTL PA3BOPaYMBaIOLIYIOCS Iepen HUM cieHy. Korga
€ro pa3yM He fiaBajl 0TBETOB, EMYy IIPUXOOUJIOCH OBEPATh CBOEMY TeJly, KOTOpPOe AyMaJo 3a Hero. Ero
HO3[IPU Pa3myJIiCh, KOTHa OH COCPEOTOYMIICS Ha KEeHIINHE, KOTOPYIO iepKaJl Ha PaCCTOSHUMU.
OpHOM U3 ero caMbIX YHHUKAIbHBEIX CIIOCOOHOCTEM OBITI0 000CcTpeHHOe 000HsHKEe. OH He MPOCTO
3anoMuHai 3anaxu. OH MOT pacno3HaBaTh U OU(PHEpeHINPOBaTh UX, BIJIOTh OO CaMbIX
He3HauYUTeNIbHbIX pacxoxaenui. 3anax Opopo MoHpo 3amneyaTiencsa B ero naMsaTH.

ToHKHI apoMaT IPUPOAHL U cjlaboe, HO 6e30UMO0YHO Y3HABAEMOE IOABOJHOE TeUEHUE JTMBHEH.
BriepBhble OH CTOJKHYJICS C 3TUM B KQHANCKOU TJIYIIH, CPEIU COCEH U CBEXKETO JIEASHOTO BO3AyXa. ITO
OBLT apOMaT, C KOTOPHIM OH ITI03HAKOMMUJICS BO BpeMs UX OJIM30CTH B CAMOJIETE.

Ho xorga ob6ocTpeHHBIe YyBCTBa TaliCoOHa MPOCKAHUPOBAJIX XKEHIUHY ITepel HUM, OH IOHSJ, YTO
YTO-TO 04YeHb He TaK. Ero HO3OPH YJIOBWIM COBEPIIEHHO OPYroil 3amax. TaM, I/ie OH 0KKJasl Oy TUTh
apoMaT Ha[IBUTAIOLIET0Cs MOXKS, 3araxy He XBaTalo eCTeCTBEHHOr0 o4apoBaHusi Opopo, Kak OyaTo
ra30H [IOJIUBAJIXA U3 LIJIaHTa, a He U3-II0[ TPOIUYEeCKOro Aylla. ITO OTKPHITUE [I0Pa3uio ero, Kak
yaap MOJIHUY, U OH Kpemde cxKaJ ee 3ansictbe. OH IMOHSA, YTO CETrOfHS YTPOM KeHIIHA 3a
CTOJIMKOM, ee 3allax Toxe MpuHaanexan He Opopo, a aTol xkeHumHe. OHa He Obia Opopo MoHPO.
Ho ecnu aTo OBITIO Tak, TO KeM oHa Onina? Y moyeMy oHa MacKHpoOBajach Iof ux mpodeccopa?

Pa3ym TaiicoHa mpuiiien B 6e1IeHCTBO, KOTHA BpeMsi BOKPYT HEro 3aCThlI0. Ero pa3ym ObIT HACTOJIBKO
3axBaydyeH OIIyLIeHNEeM HOBBIX CUJI, MHTpUTraMu MHCTUTYTa, BblIa3KaMu B OPYTHe U3MEPEHUS U, [0
o0I11eMy NMpU3HaHKI0, HOBU3HOM MUPa U XKEHIINH BOKPYT Hero. OH He 0CTaHOBUIICS, YTOOHI
BCIIOMHUTD BaXKHbIE I€Tall MUPa, B KOTOPHIM KaKMM-TO 00pa30M Iomas. 9TO Ka3ajloCh CHOM 10 3TOTO
caMoro MOMEHTa, B 3TO CaMOe MTHOBeHIE, KOTla PeabHOCTh - UJIH, CKOpee, CI0XKeT (QUIbMa -
nopasunia ero. Bce BCcTano Ha CBOM MeCTa; OH JXUJI 110 CI0XeTy. B puneme "Poyr" meByIika, 4be MeCTO
OH KaKUM-TO 06pa3oM 3aHs1, Oblla KII04YOM K IIjlaHy MarHeTto. BHe3amHo Kaxkgas ClieHa ITPOHeCIach
B €T0 CO3HAHUU ITPUJIMBHOM BOJIHOM OCO3HaHUA. LleHTpabHbIM CI0KeT ObIJI TOCBSIIEH KelaHnI0
MarueTo 3axBaTuTh Poyr, 4TOOH HCII0IH30BaTh €€ CUJIE B MallliHe, KOTOpasi peBpaliaa Okl JTofen
B MyTaAHTOB. X0JIOLOK IIpo0eKaj y Hero o CIuHe, KOTOa 0CO3HaHKe BCTAaJio Ha CBou MecTa. Ero
rja3a Cy3uJIUCh, KOT[a OH ITIOCMOTpeJI Ha XKEeHIIUHY, KOTOPYIO BCe ellle JepxKas Ha paccTosHuu. Ecnu
3Ta peasbHOCTH CIefoBaia 3a X04oM (puibMa, TO CyIIeCTBOBAJ TOIBKO OOUH 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPHII MOT
Obl 3TO crenaTh. OOOPOTEHD, Ta, KTO MOTJIa ITOipaXxKaTh KOMY YTOOHO BIIJIOTh 0 MeJIbYalIux
OeTajen.

MucTux.



B oTBeT Ha Hero cmoTpeno nuio Opopo MoHPO, HO OH 3HAJI, YTO 3TO He TakK. Temeps TaliCOH TOYHO
3HAJI, C KEM U C YeM OH uMeeT feiio. Ero o0ocTpeHHBIe 4yBCTBa pa0oTaly Ha Ipefesie, yiaaBIuBas
IeTanu, KOTOpkle G0JIBIIMHCTBO MIPOMYCTUIIO Obl. ETO B3I CKOJIB3HYII 110 OfleXKMe, B KOTOPYIO Oblia
omeTta "Opopo". Bomonaska ¢ qIMHHBIMY PyKaBaMH U IepyaTKy OBITHA ITOX0XKY Ha TOT HapSH, B
KOTOPOM OH BHUIEII ee, KOTfia BIIePBhIE IIpUexal B UHCTUTYT. ITO He BBI3BaJI0 HUKAKUX IIO03PEHNH,
HO Telepb, IPHCMOTPEBIINCH, OH 3aMeTHJI, UTO Y Hero He OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH IIPUKOCHYTHCS K KOXKe.
Opexpa Oblna mogo0OHa OpoHe IPOTUB €ro CUMIBl. MUCTHK He Oblla Jypoy; OHa IMpHUIIIa
IIOATOTOBJIEHHOM, 3HAs, YTO ero cuia TpedyeT mPsSIMOro KOHTAKTa.

B ronose TaiicoHa KpyTUINCh BCEBO3MOXKHEIE BapuaHTHL. Ero pyka ynepxuana Muctuka Ha
PAcCTOSTHUM, HO [pyTas pykKa Oblla 3aHsTa, 6ecco3HaTeNlbHOe Teno [IKUH MPHUCIIOHUIOCH K eTo 60Ky .
Ha 3apiBopkax ero CoO3HaHUS BO3HHUKIIA elle OfHa mpobieMa. Eciu Bce TPOUCXOOUIO Tak, Kak B
¢unpMe, To MuCTHK OBIJIa HE eQUHCTBEHHBIM MPOTUBHUKOM, CKPHIBAIOIITUMCS IT0OIU30CTH.
Cabne3y0Orlii OB BHE 10715 3peHus, Ho Oblu u apyrue. 2Kaba, TpoBOPHEBIN, OONTIMBLINA MyTaHT U,
KOHEYHO JKe, CaM BIOXHOBUTEJIb, MaraeTo. MEICIIb 0 BCTpeUe JIUIIOM K JIUIy C MAarHUTHBIM
MaHUITYJIITOPOM 3aCTaBJIsi/ia ero HepBHUYATh. HesaBucuMo oT cumibl TaiicoHa, MarseTo ObIn
HECPaBHUM.

TaticoH OBITT eMy He POBHS, 0COOEHHO CU[IS B BaroHe 1oesaa, KOTOPBIH, 10 CYTH, OBII...

['MrauTckuil MeTaJUIMYeCKU# SIuK...

TaticoH MBICTIEHHO BeIpyTan ceOsi. ClieHa U3 (puibMa IPOKPYTUIIach ¥ Hero B rojioBe. Poyr Gblta
MOXHUIIEH U3 moe3na. M aTo mpousoino ¢ Pocomaxoi, Iluknomnom u IIITopMmoM mo6nu3ocTu. Y
Taticona 6bU TONBKO [1KyOummy u nexairasa 6e3 co3HaHus [[KMH B KaueCTBe NPUKPHITUSI. EMy
OTYASTHHO HYKHO OBIJIO COMTH C IOe3a.

Bce 3Ty MBICIM ITPOHOCHUJIIUCE B €T0 TOJIOBE C T'OJIOBOKPYKUTENIbHOM CKOPOCTHIO, HO caMu 110 cebe
MBICIIA He pa3peuuny Obl 3Ty cuTyalrio. BpeMs Ob110 He Ha ero cTopoHe. OH [0omKeH OBl
OelCTBOBATh, U MeMCTBOBATh HEMEJIEHHO.

BEIIO 0YeBUIHO HANPSIXKEHKE B ero Tla3aX, OH O0POJICS C PealbHOCTHIO, C KOTOPOUM CTOIKHYJICS, ¥ C
BBIOOPOM, KOTOPHIM OB BRIHYKIEH CHEaTh.

— W3BuHU 3a 3T0, — MpobopmoTan TaricoH. OgHa pyKa Bce elre cKuMajaa MUCTHUK, KOT[Ia OH OOHST
II>XKWH CBOEM PYKOM, KOTOpOoH Oaiokan ee. ITO IBUKEHHE IIPUTSIHYIIO ee OIUKe K HEMY, U OH O0HSI
ee ogHo# pyko#. Ero pyka Oblyia JOCTaTOYHO OIMHHOM, YTOOHI IaJIbILbl OCTaBaIu [0 rpyau. OH
paspesall KOrTeM CBOI0 py0alllKy, BCe ellle fiepzkKa CBOero IMOTePSBIIEro Co3HaHue Apyra. TKaHb
Hayalla CllafiaTh, 00HaxXas ero 4YeTKO OUepUYeHHbIe MHIIIIIH oM Hel. ['oy1oBa 2KaHa CKIIOHUIIACh K €T0
oOHaxxeHHO! Koxke. OH He X0TeJl IPUYUHSITD e# 60J1b, HO 3HAJI, YTO JOJIXKEeH OBl caenaTth. OH METHYI
3TOT KOT'OThb IIPSIMO B JIUIIO camMo3BaHIy Opopo. ITO ABUXKEHUe IPUABUHYIIO [IKUH elre OuxKe.

Opuako mxe-Opopo HaKJIOHWIIa TOJIOBY, eBa u30exkaB CMEPTENILHOTO yfiapa, HallpaBJIeHHOT 0 B Hee.
Pasmancs ee usneBaTeIbCKUIM CMEX.



— Tsl gyMan, 3T0 OyHeT Tak IPOCTO?

C MepllaHMEM ee BHEIIHOCTh Hadaja pIOUTh U MEHSTHLCS, ee KOXKa CMeHUIIa TEMHO-KOPUYHEBLIN
OTTEHOK, KakK y Opopo, Ha rojy0oii. bebie BOIOCH TpeBPaTUIIACh B IPKO-PhIXKKUE, U BCKOpe MUCTUK
CTOSINIa TIepel HUMHU, YXMBIISSICE.

TanCoH IOCMOTPET B XKeNTHE I'Ta3a MUCTHK:

— T COBepIIIaenib OI_T_II/I6Ky, — IIpenynpenui OH, ¥ B €r0 T'0JI0Ce TIOCIIBIIIAIOCh HAIIPSA2KEHUE.
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