/[Tyt Kcugpa obpamaercsa k CanbBoc Kak K [[eMOHy, a He Kak 2KeHIIIHe, TakK 4YTO B PEIJINKax
Kcuppa rosoput o CansBoc nu6o OH, nu6o OHO//

YGeI[I/IBHII/ICb, YTO MBI HaXOOUMCA Ha IIPHUIIMYHOM PACCTOSSHUU OT PYHH, I OCTAHOBHUJIACH. qa OIIyCTHIIa
XKEeHIIUHY KO6OJ'H:>I[& Ha 3eMIJIIO, C obJIeryeHreM IIOKa4aB T'OJIOBO.

— 2T0 OBIJIO OIACHO.

OtmMmeTuna s, rIsgd Ha Hee. 4 MonoxKuila ABe HUXKHUE PYKU Ha 6€Mpa, a TpeThell PyKou yKa3asla Ha
cebst KOTTUCTHIM OOJIBIIIUM TaJIbIIEM.

— K cuacTrio, TH Haunia MeHs! YUnu g Hatna tebsa?

[TpaBHMIa] mogHSAIACh Ha HOTH U OTPSIXHYyach. E€ omexXaa Oblyia MOKPHITA TPSA3bI0 U KOIIOTHIO, OHA
OblTa ClerKa IOpBaHa, ¥ IOJ Hel BUIHEINCH SIPKUe 3eIéHbIe Yelrykyu., OHU BRITJISIENN TaKUMU
TJagKUMU ¥, KaK MHE [T0Ka3aJIoch, TPOYHKIMU. He To uTo MsicucTas YemoBeyeckas Koxa.

[TomHSBIIMCEH Ha HOTH, OHA ITOMHSIA XBOCT K HEOY U MTOBEPHYIACh KO MHE CBOUMU (HHMOTIETOBEIMU
ria3amu. Y Hee OBUIH IleJIeBUOHBEIE 3PAaYKK, PACIIOIOKEeHHbIe TIOBePX KENTON CKiaepsl. OHU C
M000MBITCTBOM 3aTJISIOLIBAIM B MeHS. 4 moMaxaja el PyKou, pafysiCh, YTO HAKOHEI-TO BCTPETHIIA
KoGonbma. Y TyT s MOHsIa, YTO HaX0XKyCh He B cBoeit CMepTHOHM DopMme.

— Ox, mopoXpu, 3TO0...

OHa mofoma Ko MHe U 00HSIJIa MeHSs.

— Cmacu6o. ITycts Hekcyc OymeT cracés, cracu6o Tebe 00omblIIoe.

f MOprHysa u ycTaBuiach Ha Hee.

— Thl... He OOUIILCS MEHS?

OrmycTuB MeHs, XkeHiuHa Ko6onb cuernana mar Ha3ag ¥ HaXMypPUJIach.
— Her. C gero 651 3T0?

E€ sI3BIK BBICYHYJICS, KOTIa OHA 3aroBopuia. CioBa BHIXOOUIHN KaK IIHUIIeHUe, TOYTH KakK eclii OBl OHa
menTasna ux. Ho oHu ObUIM YETKUMHU ¥ TPOMKHMMHU, KaK HU Y KOTO OPYTOro, C KeM 5 Koraa-nu6o
pa3roBaprBaa.

4 3amenikanacs.
— Ho g xe [lemon. Pa3se KoGonbabl He 60aTCA Hac, [leMOHOB?

— Bui cnacnu MHe Xku3Hb, [leMoH. Byab Bel YenoekoM, [Iyxom, 9nbhoM, [HOMOM, 3BepoUeIOBEKOM
uny pnaxe ['o6nuHOM unu OpKoM, s Obiyta 661 BaM OrtarogapHa. OgHaKO, OTBeYast Ha Balll BOIIPOC: MHI,
KoGosnb/pl, He UCIBITHIBAEM K BaIllMM COPOMYaM HUKAKWX HEeIPUS3HEHHBIX YYBCTB, ¥ BHl HE
KaxkeTeCh MHE 0COOEHHO CTPAIIHBIM.

— Jlogy TIOCTOSHHO MeHs 0oaTcs!

4 mouyBcTBOBana cebss HEMHOT'O OCKOPOJIEHHOM TEM, YTO OHA HE CUUTAET MEeHS [OCTOMHOM UCIIyTa.
KoHeuHO, MHE HpaBHUJIOCh, YTO OHa He KpuyaJsa, He y0erasa oT MeHs U He Halafajla Ha MeHs, Kak
3To menanu Ol Jltogu. Ho mydiie 65170 OB HAMTH 30JI0TYIO CEPEeUHY, KaK ¢ AlaHOM, KOTHa OH



HaXO0OHuJI MOIO BHEIITHOCTH nyraror_uefl, HO HUYETro He MMeJI IIPDOTHUB MEHA U3-3a 3TOro!

— Baira BHeIIHOCTh, KOHEYHO, YykKepoaHa. Takoe 3penuire Ob110 O 607€ee pe3KuM, eciii Obl MBI He
HaXOOUINCh B MEPTBOi 30He.

— MépTBas 30Ha? He uMeels 11 TH B BUAy YymMHBEIE 3eMIn?
— Bo3MO0XKHO, Tak eé Ha3kBaOT JIIoou.

Kenmuna Ko6onb[, CIOBHO B pa3fyMbe, KOBHIPSIach B OOHOM U3 CBOUX HelTyekK. & yKa3asa Ha Hee€,
IIPOIIUIIEB.

— ITomoxnu, THI myMaellhb, YTO 5 MeHee cTpaiuHas, 4yeM [['ymp]?!
— ...ma?
— CnpaseniunBgo.

¢ cKpecTH Bce 4eThpe PyKu. MHe 3aX0Tesioch 00HSThL ce0s1, YTOOH YTEIIUTHCS OT BCEX TeX TSIKEJThIX
bakToB, KOTOPHIE OHAa roBopuiIa. f1 cienana may3y, BCIIOMUHASA MPEIbIOYIIYIO CLEHY.

— Ecnu KoGombas! He 60sTcst [leMOHOB, TO modyeMy Te KoOobabl Hammaayu Ha MeHs?

— KoHeuHo, He BCe MPECTaBUTEIM MOETO POfia Pa3fesaioT MO B3TJISALL. Te, KTO MPUHAMJIEXUT K
Kynety Crapeix boros, cMoTpAT Ha Belnu no-gpyromy. Mx [Kymetucter] cuutaioT [1eMOHOB ODHUMU U3
IIpeJBECTHUKOB KOHLIa cBeTa. Hapsany ¢ [lyxamu, pa3yMeeTcs.

¢l HaKJIOHMJIa TOJIOBY.

— Onu [KynbTucThI].

— Ia.

— W oHu HeHaBUOAT [JeMOHOB?
— BepHo.

4 yyBcTBOBasa cebs cefiyac Kak IouT Uiy [JaHU3Ib, KOTAa UM IIPUIIIOCH HUMETh JIeJi0 CO MHOM,
KOTZla s BIepBhIe momnaja B CMepTHOe IIapCTBO. f MOTEPJIa BUCKU, XOTS HUYETo He ITOYyBCTBOBana. 4
He 3HaJjla, 3a4eM JIIO[U [eJlaloT 9TO, KOT{la PaCCTPOEHH, €CJIA 3TO He IToMoraeT!

— 9T0 COMBAET C TOJNKY.
HakoHell-To cMorjia BHToOBOPUTS 5. 2KeHiuHa Kobonbn KUBHYIA.
— IenictButenbHO. OMHAKO, ITOX0XKeE, S 3a0blia MPeICTaBUThCS.

Eé XBOCT omyCTHIICS, a TPyAb BIIATHIACh. OHA 3aJI0XKUIIa OOHY PYKY 3@ CIIHUHY, a APYTYIO MOJI0XKIIIa
Ha T'PyOb.

— 4 - Kcunpa, [TpaBruua] 74-ro ypoBHsa u3 YHaputa. Paga ¢ BaMu 03HaKOMUTHCS.
— 4 CamnbBoc! Iemon! U3 Ipeucnopneii!

PagocTHO mOMpPUBETCTBOBANA 5 €€ B 0TBeT. ['yOrl KCuAphl He CKPUBUIIKCH, HO €€ BUI000PA3HbIN S3BIK



CHOBA BHICYHYJICS. ITO 4TO, y/IbIOKa KOOOIbAOB? {1 MOMBITAIach IOBTOPUTD 3TO.

— 4 takxke, KaxeTcs, 3a0nygunach. { HomkHa BEPHYThCS B ['OCTIANUT, TaM MOU KOMIAHbOHHI.
— loctnaut?

Yemryiiku Ha e€ 10y MPUMIOHSNINUCE. 1 IoCcTy4asa majblieM 10 I0A00POIKY.

— YenoBeueckuii ropon? OH momkeH OBITH Te-TO Ha... 3amafe? Boctoke? OTcioa.

Kcuppa nokavasa roinoBoH.

— OTO OBa COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HbIX HAllPABIEHHUS.

¢ TomHSAT BCe YeThIpe PYKH BBEPX.

— {1 He 3HAaI0, XOPOIIO? ITO ITHe-To TaMm!

— 4 He 3HaKOMa C 3emiisimMu Jltofew. 9 3HaI0 HECKOIBKUX MOUX 3HAKOMBIX, KOTOpPHIe 60jiee CBEOYIIN B
3TOM BOIIpoce, YyeM 5. Ho [i71s 3TOT0 MHe HYKHO IIpexK[e BCETro BEPHYThCS B CBOM TOPOL.

— TBoi ropon?

4 nocmotperna Ha Kcuapy. M TyT MeHs1 oCceHUIIO.
— Trl xouemrs, 4TOOH 5 HocTaBuia Te0s Tyma?
— OckopT 0BT OB OYEHb KCTATH.

9 o6myMEIBaja 9T0, Habomas 3a TeM, Kak xBocT Kobosbaa mokaunBaeTcs 3a eé cuuHoi. OHa Oblya B
HaMPSKEHUH, 0XKUOasT OTBETA.

— To ecTp, HaBepHOE, 5 MoOTy Tebe momMoub? Ho 51 He 3Halo, Ile HaXOOUTCS TBOM T'OPOI.
— Bce B opsigke. 4 3Hat0, KakK mobpaThcsa u3 MepTBoi 30HHL. f MOTy IPUBECTH Bac Ty[a.
— Hy napgHo.

4 moxarna nnedamu. fd Moria 6s1 6poguTh 0 YyMHBIM 3eMJISM, TI0Ka, HafleloCh, He Halllla Obl
TocTtnaut. Unu, MmoxeT OBITh, [JaHU3Ib ¥ DOUT CIyYaliHO HaTKHYIUCH OB HA MEeHS, ¥ MBI OB
BOCCOeOUHUIKChL. HO g 04eHb COMHeBanach, 4TO 3TO IPOU30UET.

[Tomous Kcugpe OBIIO Ty4dIINM BapHaHTOM, K TOMY Xke 5 X0Teja yBuaeTh ropor Kobonsmos! B
00111eM, 3TO OBIIIO XOPOIIIO U OJIst MEHS, ¥ [IJIST MOMX KOMITaHbOHOB. ¢ KMBHYIIa caMa cebe, TOBOIbHAS.

— Xouels, 5t moHeCy Tebs? Yy TH MOXKeIb UATH MEIIKOM?
— XopoI11o OBl TMEITKOM.

yBepeHHOo cKa3ana Kcugpa. E€ a3BIK IOUTH [focTaBal 0 Hoca, KOTa OHa BCTPeTHIach C MOUM
B3TJISIOOM.

— MoxeT OBITh, 3TO ¥ HEe [10Ka3aJioCh, HO 9 BIIOJIHE CIIOCOOHA I103a00TUTLCS O cebe.



— OcTOpOXKHO!

¢ mBEIpHYJa CEPIIOBUAHYIO rpaHaTy B [['yig], Korga ToT npeirHy Ha Kcuapy. OT B3phiBa HEXKUTD
oTJieTesla Ha3af, a OHa, CIIOTHIKasACh, mobexkasa 3a MHOU. [CreneT JIy4HUK] IOOHSA NIyK, HO 5 ObINa
oricTpee. { BrycTUIa B Hero cBoy [Isutatomuit Bont. OH ynan Ha3af, HO He yMep.

— Uném!

4 cxBaTuna xkeHmuHy Kobonbaa 3a pyKy U notamusa 3a co6oii. E€ HOTM KOBBIIAIU 110 YEePHOU
rpsa3u. OHu gpoxanu. OHa efiBa MOIJIa UATH.

— [Ipoury mpoiieHus, MOX0¥kKe, MOSI CAMOYBEPEHHOCTD Obljla HEyMeCTHa...
— Ox, mpocCTo fai MHe Te0s MOTHSTH!

4 Hecna Kcumpy Ha miede, moka He0OOoJbIIasi OpaBa HEXXKUTH TallluiIach 3a HaMu. HacTymana HOub,
He0O CHOBa OKPaCUJIOCh 3eJIeHBIM CBeTOM. ['yCThle MMa3Mbl Hayalld JefiCTBOBATh Aake Ha MeHs,
3aMe/Isasi MOM OBUKEHUS.

Brnarogaps [CaMoycKopeHHIO] HaM yanioch OTOPBAThCS OT HEXKUTH. [Ipuiiiock 6exkaTh 4epes Jiec
MEDPTBLIX IEPEBLEB, 5T UYTh HE IIPOBAIMIACh IO 3eMJII0, KOT{la 3TO CIYYMIOCh. f myMara, 4To Uy II0
TIeCKY, HO 3TO 0Ka3ayoch To, 4To Kcumpa Ha3Basa «3b0yunMu neckaMu». Ha mHe MeHs XKaanu
CKerneTsl, HO g yCIela MOATAHYThCS, IPeXAe YeM OHU yTallli/Id MEHS BHU3.

K ToMy BpeMeHH, KOTHa MBI HAllUTK 0e30macHoe MecTo B YyMHEIX 3eMJIsX, HaCTyIuIa HOUb., MEI
0Ka3aJIMCh B HETIYOOKOH Ielrepe IPSIMO y TIOJIsT IBETOB CKBEPHEI. 1 pyXHYysa Ha 3€MJTI0, PAaCKHHYB
TEJI0, CITOBHO KAK0e-TO HaCeKOMOoe.

— {... HEHaBUXY... 9TY... CKBEPHY.
— Bo3spmure 370.

CnokoiiHo cka3asna Kcumpa. OHa MPOTsSHY/a PYKY, PACKPHIB SpKui jiernecTok. OH OBl 6eTbIM —
TIOYTH yrpozxKalolle OebIM — U, Ka3aJioCh, CBETUIICS, OKYTaHHEIM TyMaHOM. §1 cy3usa riasa.

— W 4uTO MHe c HUM OenaTh?
— CpecCTsn.
— Hu 3a uto!

4 oTcTynuna ot xKeHumHE Kobonbaa, Habmogas, Kak OHa ChefjaeT OguH U3 jernecTkoB. OHa BHITEPTIA
POT PYKaBOM ¥ ITOCMOTpPEJIA Ha MEHS C PACTEPSIHHBIM BUIOM.

— 39T0 ¢ ounmamIero npetka. OH mosne3eH as Bac. OH 60peTcs CO CKBepHOi. Bo3bMure.

¢ 3aMerKanack U 3ajiepKaia B3I Ha CBeTsIeMcs yernectke. OH BRITJISIEN TOpa3fo anleTUTHee,
yeM MsICO MepTBella. {1 B3sijia ero OByMs IajbllaM{ U HEIOBOJIbHO ITOMOPIIHIIACS.

— Hy u nagHo!

4 mocmemHo 3acyHyna ero B porT. [loxeBana ¢ MUHYTYy— U I'Jla3a MOU PaCIIUPUIIKCE. I He
rpuMacHuy4ana. g He Mopumiaack. BKyc, KOTOpPHIY 4 omlymiana ¢ KaXXabIM KyCOUKOM, 00pyIIuiics Ha
MeHs, KaK MOIIIHas BOJIHA Ha OOUHOKYI0 CKaiy B Mope. llITopMm Anuics MTHOBEHNE, HO OH OCTaBUII



cBO¥ cnef. BKyc oMbiBan Bce MOU I'yOBI. ITO OBIIO... 3TO OBLIO...

Bxyc OBUI HU Ha 4TO HE II0X0XK.

Kak Oynro g cxBaTujla KaMeHb U BI'PHI3/Iach B Hero. f MOpruyia u ycraBuiach Ha Kcumpy.
— Yto0 3107

— Bawm HpaButcs BKyc?

Ona noka3saja SI3blK 1 IPUCJIOHUIIACh K CTEeHE IelephI.

— OH o6namaeT 0coObIMU CBOMCTBAMHU, KOTOPhIE YCUIMBAIOT BKYC Balllero odumoro 6imona. UTo
KaCaeTCsI MeHsI, TO 5 IOYTH YYBCTBYIO BO PTY TEKCTYPY BKYCHOM KaIlyCThI CYPK, IIOCHIIIaHHON
uMOHpEM Ta3Ko.

KoGomnba oxumana Moero oTeera. f moxasa mniedyaMu.
— Ha BKyC 3T0 KaK... KaMHU?—

[To kpaitHel Mepe, UMEHHO TakK s MpPeAcTaBisiia cebe BKyCc KaMHel. S HUKOrHa He mpoOoBasa, X0Ts
Telephb MHe CTaJI0 HTEePEeCHO, KaKOBLI OHU Ha caMoM fieje. OnpeneieHHO, OHU 0ojiee CheOOHbI, YeM
OTBPaTUTENIbHOE MsICO, KOTopoe ensaT Jlonu.

— CtpanHoe cpaBHeHue. Ecniy TONBKO Bbl He HAaXOAUTE BKYC KaMHEN NPUSATHHIM. [Iporry mpoleHus,
s He 0YeHb XOPOIIIO 3Hal0, KaK YCTPOEHH! [1eMOHHI.

— Bce JleMOHEI pa3HbIe.

4 pripkHyna ¥ cesa. f mMoBepHYAcCh JTUIIOM K BXOAY B Mellepy, YTOOw yOemUuThCs, YTO HUKAKas
HEeXUTh He MBITAaeTCs MogKpacThes K HaM. Moé [([TaccuBubiil) HyBcTBO OXOTHHKA] HM O UEM He
CUTHAIN3KUPOBAIIO.

— VBepeHa, ecnu 6bl 37ech ObT Xaek, OH OBl C YOOBOIBCTBUEM YTO-HUOYMb CHEN. S TPOCTO HAaX0XKy
ey OTBPATUTEJIbHOM, BOT U BCE. MoxkeT OBITh, AuKKe [[eMOHHBI BCe ONMHAKOBEL. Ho maxe g He
yBEPEHa, 4YTO 3TO PaCIpPOCTPaHSIEeTCS He TOIbKO Ha HUX.

I'maza Kcuppsl ocTeknenenu. E 3aMeraTeIbCTBO OBITIO OYEBUIHEIM. S 00bsICHUTIA.

— Bce pasHnrle. {1 yBepeHa, YTO TH CYUTAEIL ce0sT OTINYHOM 0T Tex KoOobaoB, KOTOPEe JepxKau
TeOs B meHy. To Ke caMoe OTHOCUTCS U K [leMoHaM. MBI He OTHOCUMCS K OTHOMY THIYy. Jlromu
IyMaloT, 4TO BCe MEHI - 3710, 4YTO BCe MBI OMHAKOBHEL. HO Ha caMOM [ienie 3TO He Tak yX U [aleKo OT
VCTUHEL.

OHa Me[IeHHO KuBHYyMa. C0KUB 00e PYKU BMECTe TaK, YTO KOTTH BIIMIACEH B YEIIyI0, JKEeHIIHHA
Ko0Gomb MefieHHO TPOU3Heca.

— B03M0XKHO, 1 HEIPaBUILHO BRIpa3uiIack. {1 He XoTena Bac 00umeTh, 00001Ias Bam Bua. MHe
IPOCTO OBIII0 MHTEPECHO Y3HaTh 00 00mux yepTax [leMoHa. [Ipomry nporieHus.

— Bcé B mopsimke.

4 MaxHya pyKoHu.



— ITo kpaiiHel Mepe, TH He Hallaflaelllb Ha MeHs, Kak 3T0 caenaj Obl YeoBek.

4 ycMmexHynach, ¥ OHA M3aja 3BYK, IIOX0XKUHM Ha 6ecropsmouHbii cMeXx. Clierka pacciabuBIIUCh, 5
Opocuia Ha He€ JOOOBITHRIM B3TTIS.

— A xak HacueTt KobonbgoB? Bam... BaM HyKHO CIIaTh?

OHa MOpTrHyJa, pa3pyuUIuB MO0 HafeXay B OMHO MTHOBEHHE.
— Koneuno. [Touemy Ovl ¥ HET?

— AB...

4 pacctpounacs. f Havanma OTXOOUTH B YOI, YTOOBI ITIOBO3MYIIATECS, Koraa Kcuapa OKIUKHYTa
MEHS.

— Hawm, KoGonbmaM, HY2KHO CIIaTh BCET0 TP 4Yaca B CyTKU. OMHAKO s, KaXKeTCsI, YI0BUIIa OOHY
0C00EHHOCTh, BaM He HPaBSTCS He0OXOOUMEbIE [JIS JKU3HU CMEPTHOT'O OEeUCTBUS?

— Iloxamnyu...
— Mory s cIpoCuTh, MoYeMy?

Ona CIIPDOCHUIIa MEHA, OTYEro 4 IIOYyYBCTBOBaJla ce0st HEeJIOBKO. IaHu3Ib U IOUT ITPOCTO CMUPUITHUCE C
TeM, UYTO 4 HaX0XKy UX CTPAaHHBIMH, OHHU HUKOI'TAd HEe CIIPAIIXBAJIH, r[oquy!

— OTO IOTOMY, UTO... S JaxKe He 3Halo, S IIPOCTO He JyMalo, 4To 3TO 3¢ dekTruBHO? Beceno?
YBnekaTenbHo?..

— OTO OEeMCTBUTEJILHO TaK?
4 moxpyTHia najblaMuy.

— ...fl TakXe [yMaro, 4TO 3TO OTJIMYaeT MeHs oT HuX. Kak [[eMOHy, MHe He HYKHO [ejaTh Bce 3T0. U
s TOPXKYChb 3TUM, TIOHSATHO?

Kcuppa nokavasna ronopoi. OHa oTpuiiana. E€ ronoc — BCE elné MOoX0XKuHM Ha IENOT — Mpuodper
TOH POOUTELCKOM HoTauuu. Kak y OOuT, KOr[a OHa MOHSJA, YTO g CHellaa YTO-TO MJI0XO0€.

— THI MOXKeIllb TOPOUTHCS COO0i, CBOMM BHIOM, HO TPUHUIKATh OPYTHe BUMH 3@ TO, YTO OHHU €CTh,
HeIpaBuIbHO. UMEHHO TaKOH MEHTA/IUTET y TeX, KTO MeHs mpecienayeT. Y TH Buea, KaK OHU
obpatanuch ¢ ToOOH, Korma yBumenu Tedsi, OHSTHO?

— 4... mymaio, ma? OHU XOTeNIu MeHs YOUTb.
4 HaxMypunace 1 IOgHAJA PYKY.
— IMomoxknu, a 3aueM OHM BooO1le Tebs ciofa mpuBenu? IlouemMy oHu TeOs CBSI3amu?

Ona He oTBeTHIa. BMECTO 5TOr0 OHa IIPHHSANA NeXkadee MON0KEHNe Ha 3eMie. 3aKpHIB rila3a, OHa
00BHJIa XBOCTOM TaJIAIO.

— IMomymatite 00 3ToM, [leMoH CanbBoc. A 1oOKa s OTIOXHY. BO3MOXKHO, 3aBTpa g 0TBeYYy Ha Ballld
BOITPOCHI.



4 cMoTperna Ha He€, TI0Ka OHa MOTrpyKajach B COH. 4 ClIoXKwuiia iBe PYKH Ha TallK U BEICYHYJIA S3BIK.
— 4 ommubanack HacueT TeOs. Thl ToXKe cTpaHHAas!

[TopmepxaTh BHIXO[ I'JIaB U [I€PEBONYUKOB
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