I'maBa 143: T'octunuia [J8[] KonTpaTaka.

Memnuca, BIlaB B IPOCTPALIKIO TTOCIIE YBUAEHHOT0, PacCessHHO mobpesa oOpaTHo B "Momns0y [leBh",
TEM He MeHee, II0CJIe BCETO IEPEXUTOTO B IpolioM, Menuca OLICTPO mpuiia B ce0si, Beb OHa He
IIPOCTO KaKasi-TO MaJieHbKas [eBOoYKa. B meHb CMepTH OTIla OHA IIPHUHSJIA PellleHre, BO YTO Obl HU
CTaJIo 3aIUTUTh CBOMX CECTEP U IPONOJIXKUTE CEMEMHOe OeJi0, OHa ITOCUMUTalla IPHeMIIEMbIM
II0KePTBOBATh JIUYHEIM CUaCTheM. PemmMocTs Menuce BenuKa, U HeJaBHee 3peJIuile He CJIOMUIIO
ee.

HGBYI.HKB. HEeMeNJIEHHO Ha4aJla JyMaTh HaJl OTBETHEIMU MEpPaMH.

* % x

— Crapias cecTpa, I0XKaJyucTa, He Jejlau 9TOoro... ... — Pacdua neiTanack 0CTaHOBUTH Menucy,
PELIUBIIYIO IPUBJIeYh KaK MOXKHO OO0JIbIlle TOCTEH U IIOCEeTUTENeN epey yKUHOM.

— He BomHYyiics, B 9TOM HET HUYETr0 TAKOT0, S TPOCTO MPUBIIEKY K HaM m060sIbie Hapony! —
HECMOTpPS Ha yroBopsl Paduu, Menuca Oblyia HETTPEKITOHHA.

CoOcCTBeHHO, Oefi0 3aK/II04ajIoch B Ype3MepHO OTKPOBEHHOM Hapsiae Menuck, B KOTOPOM OHa
pelua IporynsaThCS AN MPUBIIEYEHNUSI MaKCHMalIbHO BO3MOXKHOI'0 KOJIMYeCTBa rOCTel 1
TIOCETUTEeJIe!, KaK HU KaK, CPedy B3POCIIbIX KEHIIUH 3TOr0 MUpa 100Ka BhIIIEe KOJIeHA CUMTAJIACh
"KpaiiHe 1M030pHOM 1 KOpoTKou". U ecnu Obl Menuca orpaHAYMIIach TOJIBKO 9THM, HET, OHa 3alllja
KyZa fajbllle, e€ MaThe He IIPOCTO OTKPBIBAIO KOJIEHH, a TakXKe OT/IMYajioch BeCbMa I'yOOKUM
BBIPE30M, OTKPHIBAIOIINM BUI Ha JTI0KOUHKY Ipynel. Jlrobas B3pocias XKeHIIKHa II0CYUTaeT

mo00HOe ITaThe MOJTHEIM 683YMI/IeM.

OpHako Bcerga BCTPEYaloTCsl UCKITIOYEHU S, TONO0HYI0 OfleXK Ay CIIOKOMHO HOCUJIM [IeBOYKHU MJIafIIIe
nsgTHagaT 1eT, OXOTHUIE (HyXKaaloluecs B cBOOOe TIepeMellleHus, TUIla pa3Bequulr),
TAHI[OBUIUITH ¥ PabOTHUIILI Ha TOPSIYUX UCTOYHKUKAX. Ho HU B KOeM citydae OOBIYHEIE B3POCIIBIE
JXeHIHEL. TeM He MeHee, pajii CBOMX CeCTEp U CeMeWHOro gefla Memnuca ¢ JIErKoCThio Obllla TOTOBA
TI0KEPTBOBATh CBOUM JOCTOMHCTBOM.

To¥ns mo ABepH Ha YNWIY, OHA, KaK U CJIe0BAsi0 0XKKUIATh, HA MOMEHT 3aCThiNIa, HO GBICTPO
CIIPaBUIIACh C TIOCTIEIHUMH COMHEHUSIMHU. Menuca CMeJo paciaxHyJjia IBeph U LIaTHy/Ia HapyXy, HO
Ha yJulle eif Ha r'la3a cpasy momanach [laynuHa, yBHAEB KOTOPYIO, OHA CPa3y e MO TUIACh
00paTHO B CBOIO TOCTUHHUILY.



— HeTt, 3T0 OBIJIO B TIEPBHIH U mmocaemuui pa3! Hukorga Oosblile He HageHY MOO00HOM OfeXK bl !
— B Cep[llax MpoKpuyana Memnrca, BCIOMUHAS HeIaBHUN BU[ OOIBIIETPYIOHN XKEeHIIUHEI C
KPaCHIOMUM JULIOM. [TocieqHss BHIIIA Ha YIULY C OTOJIEHHBIM KMUBOTOM U OTKPHITEIM IIYIIKOM, C
yepes 4yp 3agpaHHOM pyOalnkoy Ha rpyau. HeT, He 3agpaHHOM, a CIIMIIKOM KOPOTKOM. Bosee Toro,
OHa IIOJIHOCThIO 0OHAaXKHUJIa CTOIIH, KOJIEHU U faxe 060mbIIyio YacTh 0€nep. MMmeromasics ogexnaa
HUYEero TOJIKOM He CKPHIBaJa, @ TOJIbKO HaoO0POT SCHO oYepunBaja OKPyIible (DOPMEL.

Ha-ga, [TaynuHa Hagena XOpPOIIO 3HAKOMYIO ITKOJIbHYIO (DOPMY [JIS IPAaKTUYECKUX 3aHATUN Mawu.

— (ITorackyxal) — ... ... Menuca noHsina, el He To0eOUTh Ha 3TOM nonpuire. OHa HUKOTTA B XKU3HU
He ITOCMeeT HafleTh HU4ero, Jaxe 0IM3K0 IOX0XKero, y Heé He XBaTUT HEPBOB ITOKAa3aThCS B
HaCTOJIKO ITI030pHOMU "omexpe".

Oco3HaB CBOE nopaxeHne Menuca pyxHyJia Ha KOJIEHU U YIIEpJiach IafOHSIMH B 1101, YBUOEHHOE Ha
yNuIle COKPYILIUIIO €€, OHA HUKAK He MOTJIa BLIKMHYTh U3 T'OJIOBH BUM TOM OOJBINETPYION XKEHIIUHEL.
ITa 4yero yx TaM, e€ MpaKTUYEeCKU CHECIIO BUOM 3THUX... 3TUX... CUCEK!

— Her... ... He npaBpa?! bpen! — Henmpou3BOIBHO BEICKa3alia CBOM MBEICTHU BCIyx Menuca. U
IOBOJIBHO I'POMKO... ...

Memnuca ¢ KoleHel pyxHyJla Ha 3a7 U CXBaTUIACh 3a TON0BY. ECTeCTBEHHO, faxe MPUI0XKUB K
PeIIeHUI0 3afjauy BCI0 CBOIO MYOPOCTh X OTKA3aBLIKUCh OT CBOET0 2KE€HCKOT0 JOCTOMHCTBA OHA HE
CMOTJIa DOCTUYb KeJlaeMOro, OHa MPeKpPacHO IIOHIa, YTO el He TATaThCs C 'TOM' XKeHIUHOu. [la u
CECTPHI, KOHEUHO, He CMOT'YT ITIOMOYb €li, 0c00eHHO Ha 3TOM nonpuille. Kpome toro, Menuca ycepaHo
TPYOUIIACh U Jefiajia BCE BO3MOXKHOE KaK pa3 pafii CECTEDP, TO3TOMY yU4aCTHE CECTEP B YEM-TO
nomoOHOM aXke He pacCMaTpPUBaIOCh. B mocnenHue OHU fena UM KpakHe I7I0X0, K HUM 3alllIo
BCET0 HECKOJIbKO IIOCETUTEIIEH, B TOM YMCIIe OfTHA OXKMIas mapa, KOTopas BCernga mposiBisiia
BHHMaHUe U 3aboTunack 06 dpui. BBumy Maoro ducia nocetureneil Memnuca ocTaBuiia BCeX
noceTuTenel Ha Paduio, a caMa moiia 3a MPUEMHYIO CTOMKY, Tie U Bllajia B TTIyOOKHE pa3myMbsl.

— (V Hac npobneMel, orpoMHbie Tpo0ieMbl. TouHee, TPoOIEMEL Y MeHSI, TPO0IEeMbI OTHOCUTENILHO
CTpaTeruu yrnpaBjieHus AejlaMyi TOCTUHULIEL. S coBepIleHHO 0e3 MOHATUS KaK HaM BhIKapaOKaThCs UX
TeKyIleld CUTyallud U 3al[UTUTh Hallly TOCTUHHUIY, KOTOPYIO 10 MeHs 3alll{IaTid MHOTHE TOKOJIEHUS
MouX IpenkoB. OMHaKO HETIOHATHO OTKyHa OpaTh AeHbI'M Ha pa3BUTHE TOCTHHULBI, OOJIBIIYIO YacTh
HAKOIIJIEHUY MBI TOTPATHUIM, KOTIa YMEp OTell, a C ocTaTKaMu cbexkasa Ta crapyxa. Mbl o CHX ITOp
XOTh Kak-T0 paboTaeM TOJILKO Gnarogaps 6eCIpolleHTHOMY 3aiiMy oT ToproBoii runbauu. Her, s He
XOTeJla BeCTH Jefla mogo0HeIM 06pa30M ¥ 3aMaHUBATh I'OCTEH U ITOCETUTENIeN, UT'Pasi Ha UX YYBCTBAX,
y Hac IOMIPOCTy He OBIJI0 HHOTO BEIOOPA, MHAUYe MBI He BRICTOSIM MPOTUB "IlaBuIboHa [JUKOTO
MepnBens", 0cOOEHHO €C/T IPUIIOMHUTH HAIIM [OITH, TIOOUTENTbCKYI0 KYXHIO U HEXBAaTKY PaOOTHUKOB.
Teneps, ornapbBasch Ha3al, S He MoTy 0OJibllle CKa3aTh, YTO MBI BEIOpaIN XOPOIINH CI0CO0 BeNeHUs
nena. Tem He MeHee, 3T0 ObIJI0 "HEOOX0OUMO", TOTHA UHOTO BapuaHTa g He BUMea, OH ObLJT CAMbIM



JYYIIUM ¥ IPOCTHIM. [10 aKTy IO CUX ITOP BCE OBIIO XOPOIN0. MBI CMOTJIM BEPHYTh 3aliM U Haxe
CMOTJIX CKOIIUTh HEMHOTO JeHeT CBePX TOr0, JeMCTBUTEIBHOTO HEMHOTO, HO Ha YpPe3BhIYalHbIN
clly4au HaM XBaTUT. [I03TOMy, XOTS Tellepb MEHS TeP3al0T COMHEHUS, 1 He XaJlelo 0 CAeIaHHOM
BhIOOPE. Ho Temeph ocTpast HeoOXOMMMOCTh, 3aCTaBUBIIAS HAC IIOWTH Ha IOJIOCTh, KCYe3Jla U MHE
1I0pa IPUAYMaTh HOPMaJIbHEIM criocod BefneHus fesna. Ho Kak HaM Tenepsk ObITh... ... BEPHYThH IIeHHl Ha
cTapelil ypoBeHb? He 3Hat0. HeT, g1 npekpacHO ITOHKMMaJa, 4YTO MBEL HEe CMOXKEM XKUTh TakK BCeraa.
OObIYHBIE HAIIM TIOCETUTENH U3 YUCIIa MOJIOOBIX JIIOfIeN PaHO UMM MO3OHO XKeHATCA. CECTPH TOXKE
PacTyT, ¥ B OTIPeeIEHHEIN MOMEHT HaM IIepecTaHyT II0TaKaTh U COYYBCTBOBATh, TeM 0Oojiee OoJbIie
He MpouayT HeoOoCHOBaHHBIE 00BUHEHUS. OHAKO, faXKe eCJIK Mbl BEPHEM 1IeHBl Ha CTaphlil YPOBEHD,
CMOXKeM JI1 MHI TATaThCs ¢ "IlaBunboHOM [Jukoro MemBens" mpu Halllel TO JTIOOUTENTbCKOM KyXHe?
CMoxkeM JIi MBI IOTATATLCS 3a BHUMaHMe TOCTeH U MMOCETUTeNeH ¢ TO MepP3Koi KOPOBOM, CTapliei
CecTpoM, moxoxkel Ha 000JIbCTUTEIPHOTO KpacaBuuKa, ¥ IIPOCTO MaJIeHbKOM MUOH meBouku? [la u
IOJIKHA JTX 51 BEIKJIA[BIBATHCS IIPOTUB OeBOYEK Bo3pacTa Paduu? HeT, IpoTUBOCTOSATL UM B
OTKPBITYIO CJIMIIKOM OIIPOMETYHUBO, @ TOUHEE HEBO3MOXKHO... ... OTHU OEeBOYKHU IO CYTH €Ile OeTH, HO
OHM, KaxeTcst, OXOTHUIIH, ¥ OTJINYHO HAXOOAT 00K SI3bIK ¢ APyruMu OXOTHUKAMHM. ... ... HeT, HaM
He o6enuTh. Kak HU KpyTH, C KaKO¥ CTOPOHHI He 3aliii, y HaCc HeT HU eJUHOTO IIaHca Ha mobeny. Ho
€CJIY S OTIYIIy PYKY ¥, CAABIINCE, IIYIIy BCE HA CaMOTEK, BCKOPE MHI IIOTePsieM Hallly TOCTUHUITY. MbI
TOJIBKO-TOJIbKO PaCILIaTUIIMNCh CO BCEMU OONITaMU U OOJIbIIE He MOXKEM, HET, He MMEEeM IIpaBa, CHOBa
BJI€3aTh B HOBHIE HONTU. KpoMe TOTO, 5T MpeKpacHo 3Hato, 4To Topropas runbaus Obljla HEOOBOIbHA
HAIMM CII0COO0M BeeHUS TOCTHHHUYHEIX [1eJ, ¥ HAa HOBEIK OECITPOLIEHTHRIN 3aliM MOXKHO He
paccuuTeiBaTh. HeT, Terneps OHU HaM OOJIbINE laXKe BHITOJHBIX YCIOBUM C HU3KMMU IIPOLIEHTaMU He
mpennoxart. Torga OHM MPOCTO IT0XKaleayd Hac.)

Tem BpeMeHeM, IToKa Menuca oyMasa, IbITasCh HAUTH BRIXO U3 CITOKHUBILIEUCS CUTYALUU, VKUH
TIOIOIIEN K KOHITY, ¥, 3allePeB OBEPH IIOCTIEe MOXKUIIOHN IapHl, IIOCTEOHUX IIOCETUTENIeH 3a BeUep,
Menuca nmpoBena 6eCCOHHYI0 HOYb, BOPOYAsCh B CBOEH ITOCTEIIH.

X X X

Ha cnenyomuii IeHs.

[Tpomén oben, 1 MOCTIENHUM TOCETUTENb TTOKUHYT TocTuHUIly. C yOOpKOU B KOMHATaX ¥ CMEHOU
TIOCTEJIbHOTO O€eJibsi CECTPHI CIIPABUIIMCH €ILE C yTpa, U, CJIe0BaTeNIbHO, Telleph HacTasa Iopa
TOTOBUTHCS K IIPUEMY IIOCETUTEIIEN Ha YXKUH.

CBo6GopHOE BpeMsi B TOCIe00eNeHHbIH IePHO] BIIOIHE 0ObIIeHHOe SIBJIeHue, KakK B "IlaBUIbOHE
Mornb6a [eBs", Tak u B "[laBunbone [Jukoro MenBens". Menuca gymasa BCI0 HOUb HANPOJIET, U
IIpUIIIa K OOHOMY €IUHCTBEHHO BEPHOMY 3aKJIIOUEHUIO, IpaB/a MNpHUIjla OHa K HeEMY B CaMbIU
IIOCJIeIHUHM MOMEHT, O6/11XKe K YTPy, HO OHa pelluia epetTy 0T MBICTIeH K el CTBUIO U CeNnaTh To,
YTO JOJIKHA OBINIa cheaTh yKe 04eHb AaBHO.



M3HavyanbpHO BCe [lefla KacaTeIbHO KYXHH, 3a UCK/II0YeHNEeM 3aKyIKU IIPOAYKTOB, B3sijla Ha ce0s
Padus. Xorst Menuca cTapiiasi cecTpa, Ha KyXHe €€ M0Je3HOCTh CTPeMUsach K Hyno. bonee Toro,
naxke 3aKyNKOU MPoAayKToB Padusi yacTeHbKO 3aHMManach cama.

B ob6mem, Korga Menuca cka3ana Paduu, 4To et Hy:KHO OT/Iy4uThCs, Padus He Hallla B 3TOM
ocoboi ipobeMnl. A HampaBuiach Mennca He a0vl Kya, a IpsIMUKOM B "[1aBuiboH [TUKOTO
Mepnsepns". CTyuaTh He00X0OUMOCTH He OBII0, BeOb, KOHEUHO, IBepb OblIa OTKPHITA, OHA MPOCTO
TOJIKHYJIa [ABEPH U BOILIJIa BHYTPb TOCTUHUIIEL.

— 93... ...7! — ymuUBNEHHO BOCK/JIMKHY/Y Bafesiel] TOCTUHHUIIL, eT0 JXKeHa U KBapTeT "barpsaHoi
KnsiTBH", COBEPIIIEHHO HE 0XKU[as YBUAETh TOCETUTETIEN B 3TO BpeMs U TeM 60jiee KOHKPETHO 3TY
[EBYIIKY.

Menuca o6Bela BCeX TPUCYTCTBYIOMIUX B3TISIAOM ¥ 'POMKO ITPOKpHUYaa:

— IIpoctute! IToxkanyiicTa, IpOCTUTE HAc! — U 1Of KoHell fo0aBusa yOeqUTeIbHOCTH CBOUM CJIOBaM
BEJIMKOJIEITHEIM IIPEIKKOM B IOT3113a.

— (Ox, Tak B 3TOM MUpe TOXe UMeeTCsd Aor3A3a... ... ) — mogyMmana Maiij, Bie4aTIuBIINCh 3ayPSAIHON
Bembio. Kak u Bcermga.

—Yr... ... 4To... ...? — CUIbHEee BCexX MPOYUX YOUBUINCH Bragesnel u [laynuHa.

— Ilpekpatu! HememnenHo BcTalb! MbI BhICTTyIIaeM Te6st, He00s3aTeIbHO IPUOEraTh K TBOUM
13M100/IeHHEIM ITpUEMYUKaM!

—Vrx... ... — IIPOCTOHAaJla Menwuca, YCIIBIIIIAB CJIOBA BlIadeJIblld TOCTUHHUIIEIL.

Bnamerner ToCTUHUIEL CaM He MOHSJI BCEH IIOJTHOTHI IIOTNOIJIEKH CBOETr0 MOCJIeMHEr0 3asIBIeHUs, YTO
€r0 CJI0Ba PAaBHOCUJIBHEI 00BHHEHUIO "Monb0H [IeBr" B "Tpsi3HOM" BemeHUU CBoero meita. Ho Memnuca
IIpeKpacHo IMOHSIa ero.

— Iloxanyicra, npekpatu! — npokpudana [laynuHa cpa3y Beieq 3a BlafeblieM TOCTUHULLL. — MEI
Be[Ib yKe MPUAYyMaIl U IOATOTOBUIIM BTOPOX U TPETHH IjlaH, YTOOBI CJIOMUTD Ballly TOCTUHUILY, @ ThI
pemmiia Tak ObICTPO cHmaThesi! HeT, Tak Henmb3s!

...... Menuca 6rina pa3gaBieHa. CHOBa.

— (4 paga, uTo GHICTPO peluiIa COAaThCs, MHI IIPOIIIK 110 caMoMy Kpaio!!) — mymarna Memuca, CUIbHO
noOnegHeB. [loroga cTosia He XKapKasi, HO IOT CTPYUJICS 110 €€ JIUILY.
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