Ctapuk B 6ej0i omexe BcTasnm u o6paTtuncs K ['y KOaHio, ero TOH GBI IIOJI0H CEePbe3HOCTH,
CEePHE3HOCTH U PEIIUTETHHOCTH.

JINYHOCTH 9TOTO CTapuKa Oblyla He IPOCTOM, OH ObT ogHUM U3 Tpex BeccmepTHBIX [IpeBHETO
Knana, I'y [Tao, KOTOpEIY 3aHUMAIl KJII04eBOe [To0XeHue B [IpeBHeM Kiaze.

Ero cnoBa, eCTeCTBEHHO, UMeJIX OIPOMHEIN BeC, U Ccpa3y xKe mocJe ero cios 'y FOaHb crerka
KUBHYJ U CKa3as: "He BonmHylTecs, cTapenmuta ['y [Jlao, Cs09p CIUIIKOM BaXKeH, s, €CTECTBEHHO, He
IIO3BOJIIO €My ITOKMHYTH [IpeBHee IapCTBO, IT0XKayiCTa, IPUCIObTe CHavasna'.

I'y ao c obneryeHreM B3[OXHYT U CEl.

I'y FOaHb 00Ben Bcex B3TIAAOM, I'la3a ero cjierka JporHymu: ynoMuHasue o I'y Csi0 HalloMHUTIO
eMy 0 TOM BpeMeHH, Korfa popuics 'y Csio.

B TOT meHb B cepequHe yTpa OH HaXOOUJICS Ha BepIIuHe TOpHl B [[peBHEM IIapCTBE U CMOTPET Ha
Mope 00J1aKOB.

Bopyr Bcs LlenTpanbHasi cTpaHa 6eCIPUYMHHEO 3aapoxKaiia, He60 3acusiio THICTYaMy KPacoK, C
Heba IOCHIaNIUCh OOXKAY, a Ha 3eMJIe PaCIyCTUINCh OeCKOHEUHbIE 30JI0ThIE JIOTOCH.

C BoCTOKa II/1a TycTasi puosieToBas aypa, npoctrpasiiasics Ha 30 000 Mums.

HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO OH HAXOTUJICS B IIeHTpe [IpeBHETro IlapcTBa, OH MOT HAOII0OATh 3Ty
YOUBUTEIBHYIO KapTHHY.

HOTpHCGHHLIfI oo I"J'IYGI/IHBI OyIIr, OH IIEPBBIM OEJIOM 6POCI/IJIC5{ K HCTOYHHUKY.

Korpga oH mobpascst ;o MecTa Ha3Ha4YeHUsI, eT0 B30pY IPefcTall HeoOhYailHO SpPKUii
IBeHallaTUIIBETHHIM IIBETOK JIOTOCA, YIIaBIIuii ¢ Heba.

LIBeTOK 710TOCa OBLT OKOJIO TPEX METPOB B AMaMeTpe, C IBEHAAAaThIO JIETIeCTKAMHU, KaXKIbIi U3
KOTOPBIX ORI Pa3HOTO IIBETA U U3/Iy4asl BEICIIYIO U OJIarOPOIHYIO aypy.

Aypa ObllIa HaCTOJIBKO npeBHeﬁ nu y}KaCaIOH.IeI;I, 4TO JlaXKe C ero MUKOBOU CUIIOU
IleBATU3BE300YHOTO ,]:[OY [ITsHa oH crerka AOpozKaJl 1 He MOT IIO3BOJIUTH cebe 0Ka3aTh XOTb KAK0e-TO
COIIPOTUBIIEHHUE.

OH He 3HaJI TOYHO, HACKOJIBKO CHJIbHA 3Ta aypa, HO 3HaJI, YTO OHA, I10 KpaliHel Mepe, OTHOCUTCS
K obnactu [Joy 11, TOTOMY 4TO AJist TOTO, YTOOB 3aCTaBUThH AeBATU3Be3004HOr0 oy IlIaHa
UCIBITBIBATh CTPaX, HykHa Oblla aypa, [0 KpanHei Mepe, obnactu oy [Iu.



A B IIleHTpe [ABeHa[LaTH JIENIeCTKOB I[BETKA JIOTOCA, Ha BEPIINHE JIOTOCOBOU MIaTHOPMEI, CUAEN
OenbIf ¥ YUCTHIM MIafieHell, U3JTyJaloluil SPKUM CBET II0 BCEMY TeJly, U 9TUM MJIafeHIleM OBl
HbiHemHuM ['y Cso.

MIMeHHO ITOTOMY, YTO OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HeoOBIYHYI0 npupony I'y Cg0, OH Ipu IIepBOM XKe
BO3MOXKHOCTH BepHYJIcS B [IpeBHee mapcTBO BMecTe ¢ ['y Cso.

[Tpoucxoxpenue IpeBHero Csio OBII0 Ype3BEIYalHO 00KECTBEHHBIM, a BUEeHNE, BEI3BAHHOE ero
poxpeHueM, ObIJIO faxke 0oJjiee YIMBUTENLHEIM, YeM BuneHue [IpeBHero Mmeparopa [lo1a,
CTaBILIEr0 UMIIEPATOPOM B APEBHUX 3aMHUCHX.

OH yXKe MHOTO JIeT HaxofguJicsa Ha nuke [leBaTtu3Be3nouynoro oy IlIsHa ¥ 04eHb XOTeN CTaTh
MMIIEPaTOPOM.

OpnHaX[bl OH BBICKa3asl npenmnoioxenue o Tu4HoCcTU I'y Cs10: To nu 910 ChiH Bora, nociaHHBIN
He6owm, To mu pennkapHanus apesHero oy Ju?

YecTHO roBOps, OH He ObLI yBepeH!

Ho kak Ovl TaM HU ObLJI0, YIUBUTENIbHOE IIPOUCXOXKAEHNE U 00KeCTBEHHOCTh 'y Cs10 JOJIKHEI
OBLIM 3aCTaBUTH €0 3al003pUTh, 4TO B Tesie ['y Cs0 TauTCsa BO3MOXKHOCTb CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM,
II03TOMY OH, eCTeCTBeHHO, He n1o3Bonu ['y Cs10 maxke Ha mojiiara nokuHyTh [IpeBHIo0 Chepy.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HE TOJILKO OH OOUH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CYIlI€eCTBOBAHNE Fy Csio, m OBLIH JIIOOH,
KOTOphIE€ MOI'JIX Ha4YaThb 0eCIIOKOUTHCS.

"TlaTpuapx, MOCKOJbKY Mononoi Mmactep 'y Csio He MoxkeT mOKKUHYTE [IpeBHI00 Chepy, a BH He
XOTUTE TIPUHYKOATh TOCIOXKY Kaopy, cTapuk mpepyiaraeTt BHOpaTh APYTroro MOgXoAsAIero KaHauaaTa
13 KJIaHa, 4TOObl 3aMEeHUTh TOCTIOXKY Kaopy, HECMOTPSI HU Ha YTO, HaM BCe PaBHO HYXKHO 3aI0JIyYUTh
IOpakouuyt Hedpurt [IpeBHero Mmneparopa ceMbu Cs0".

ycnbimaB cimoBa ['y HOaHs, BeICKa3acs OOUH U3 CTaperIlInH.

CTapeHdIuHb OM0OPUTENTEHO 3aKHUBAJIK I'OJIOBAMH, ¥ 9TO OBIIT HETIJIOX0H CII0CO6 MOTYyYUTh BEITOTY
0T 00enx CTOPOH.

"Torma, Kak CcKasasl crapeiumHa 'y JInHb, JaBaiTe KaK MOXKHO CKOpee BrIOepeM XOPOIIIero
KaHOUMATa, a KOra IPUAET BpeMs, s TMYHO OTIPABIIO eTo B ceMbio Csi0, mymato, mpobieMa He
OOJIXKHA OLITH CIUIIKOM OONIBIION".

Fy FOanb IMOCTy4aJl IaJibIeM II0 pa6oquy CTOJIy 1 HEIIOCPEeOCTBEHHO CKPEIIUJI COEJIKY.



"M&1 nousinu". MHOTYE CTapeUIIvHEL OTBETUJIU B YHUCOH.

"Hy, Torma Ha 3ToM Bce, pacxopguMcs". Kak Tonpko ['y FOaHbs Ipou3HecC 3TH ClIOBa, ero ¢purypa
3amepliaia U TyT XKe ucyesna.

CrapeHIuHH IePEerISHyIUCh MeXIy Co00HM U TOXKe Me[JIEHHO OTCTYIIHIIH.

C aroii ctopontt ['y Csio u I'y CroaHbe, mepKach 3a PyKH, IITH TI0 000YMHE JOPOTH.

Iyn nerkui BeTEPOK, IPUHOCS ¢ co00# OyiCTBO LIBETOUHBIX apOMATOB, ¥ UX HACHIIIEHHBIHM 3amax
He MOT He ONIbSHSTh.

"Kaopy, a gsams 'y emie He roBopuni Te0e 0 TOM, YTOOBI OTIYCTUTH Te0S B ceMbio Cs10?"

capocun I'y Csio Bo BpeMs IIPOTYIIKH.

OH noHMMaJ1, YTO NpUYKHa, 10 KoTopou I'y CAHBID A0 CUX IOP OCTaBajach B [I[peBHEM 11apCTBE U
He OTIIpaBUIach B ceMbi0 Cs0, 3aKI04anach UCKIIOYUTEIBHO B HEM.

I'y FOanb ObIT K HEMY HEPABHOAYIIEH, Ja U BeCh [IpeBHUM KJIaH TOXKe, ¥ OHU BCerja JyMalld, YTo
B €T0 Tejle TAUTCS IIOKUPYIOIINH CEKPET, HAIOIIHUH IIaHC CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM.

Haxe nns moneyt [JpeBHET0 KJlaHa ero CyIlleCcTBOBaHUe OBUIO faxe BaxHee, yeM [[peBHUM
Hedpurt: B [IpeBHeM HedpuTe OBIII0 BOCEMb YaCTeH, ¥ TOJIBKO cOOpaB BCe BOCEMb YaCTel, MOXKHO
Ob110 OTKPHITH [leimepy [IpeBHero MmmepaTopa, HO KakK ke 3T0 OBLI0 CJTOXKHO!

[Toka oH Haxomuics B [I[peBHEM KjlaHe, OH IIPEKPACHO 3HaJ, YTO 3TH JIIOOY JIOMAIOT TOJIOBY, IBITAsICh
Y3HaTh €T0 CEKPeT ¥ YCUNMUTh [IpeBHUH KJIaH.

Korpma [IpeBuuit Kaopy 6bi1 6;1M30K K HEMY ¥ UMEJI C HUM XOPOIIKe OTHOIIEHUS, Te JIIONH,
€CTeCTBEHHO, He cTanu OBl BO3paXKaTh, Beb TaK OH ellle 00blile I0YYBCTBYET CBOIO
IPUHAMAJIEXKHOCTD K [IpeBHEMY KJlaHy U elle O0JIblile IPUBSKETCI K HEMY, U IT0Ka OH ObLJI TaM, Te
JIIOM He cTanu Obl TpHUHYXKOaTh [IpeBHero Kaopy K aTomy.

Ho mpaBfa 3aK/I04danachk B TOM, UTO He ObIJIO V HETO HU YOUBUTEIbHEIX CKPHITHIX CEKPETOB, HU
IIaHCa CTATh UMIIEPATOPOM.

B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, BC€E 3TO OBITIO SIMOI CHCTEMEI, TaK Ha3bIBa€MbI€ BUJEHU A OBLIIH OpPraHMn30BaHBI



CHCTEMO¥, a OH OBLJT BCET0 JIUIIb TaK HA3EBAEMEIM I'€HUEM, Ube TEJIOCJI0KEeHUe OBbITI0 3aIeyaTaHo [0
CHX TIOD.

"C Tex 1mop oTel] Tak U He morosopui ¢ Kaopy-sp mo aTtomy nosogy".

Kak u oxupganocs, cioBa [IpeBHer Kaopy-3p MOATBEPAUIN €r0 IOJ03PEHUs, HO He youBumu ['y
Cso.

"Tloxoxe, 4uTo ma4d Kaopy-3p B camoM Hadajse Obll odeHb 3¢ (heKTUBHEIM". ¢ yIBIOKOM cka3an ['y
Csi0, 3aKaTHB riasa.

B to Bpems 'y CsiHb3p OBITIO BCET'O YETHIPE T'0fla, XOTS €e Pa3yM CO3pesl paHo, HO B UETHIpe rofia
eii OBIJTI0 MAaKCUMYM CEMb-BOCEMb JIET, B OTJIMUME OT Hee celidac, ee pa3yM ObLI yKe IOJTHOCTBIO He
HUXe [BeHalaTU-TPUHAaALaTUIeTHEN NeBOYKY, I09TOMY, KOT[a ee IOATOJIKHYIM K Kpalo IIPONacTH,
OHa pacIljlakajach Ha MecCTe.

Ycneimas, kak I'y Cs0 paccka3eiBaeT 0 cinyuyusliemcs, ['y CroHb Op BHE3aIlHO Cllerka
IIOKpacHea: 3To OB e fMHCTBEHHBIY ITO30PHBIM IIOCTYIIOK, KOTOPHEIM OHAa COBEpIINIIa A0 CHX II0P.

B meTcTBe OHa IIJlaKajia TOJIbKO OOUH pas.

"Bpat I'y Csa0!" I'y Cioap npukycuia ry0y, B ee Toj0ce IIpo3By4asia HOTKa CThIfa.

"Xoporto, xopoIto, st 60sbie Hu4Yero He ckaxy". I'y Csaubap Ovlta ToHKOKOXKeH, ['y Csio,
€CTeCTBEeHHO, 3HaJl 3TO, ¥, BU, UTO OHa cMyiaeTcs, ['y Csi0 cpa3dy ke MpeKpaTui 9Ty TEMY.

"Tlorinemte, Kaopy-ap, npucsapeM BoH TaMm!" 'y Csio yKa3an Ha HeOOJIbIIION TaBUILOH HEIIO#aIeKy
Y HETPOMKO CKa3all.

"Xopomwo!" orBetuna 'y CaHbSD U, ABUTasCh MEJIKUMHU IIaXKKaMH, nomuia BMecTe ¢ ['y Cg0 B
CTOPOHY [1aBUJILOHA.

BHyTpy naBuibOHa CTOUT KaMeHHBIU CTOJI, Ha KOTOpPoM 'y Cg0 u 'y CsIHB3p 4acTO UrpaloT, 30eCh
YacTO TOTOBAT (PPYKTHL U BHIIIEYKY, IBa MaJIeHbKUX YeJloBeYKa CUAAT Iepef KaMeHHBIM CTOJIOM 1
€[4T BHIIEYKY, aTMOC(hepa Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMs CTaHOBUTCS UCK/IIOYUTEIbHO TaPMOHUYHOU.

"Tloxoxe, y BaC, MaJlblllIel, CeTOOHSI OYEHb X0polllee HaCTpoeHue" .

Pspmom paspgarncs cinalblii cMeX, U Ilepell HUMY BHe3allHo Bo3HUKa ¢urypa ['y Foans.

OH CIIOKOWHO CMOTpPEJT Ha HUX C HEeXKHOU YIRIOKOM Ha JTUIe.



"OTeH!"

"J:[ﬂﬂﬂ I‘y! n

YBupes nosisnenue 'y F0ans, I'y Croas 9p u 'y Cg0 ogHOBpeMeHHO u3fganu Kpuk, a ['y CroHb Op
maxe cjesjyia ¢ KaMEHHOM CKaMbU U MIPHITHYTa B 00bsiTus ['y FOaHs.
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