"TIpekpacHas XKpuna?" - Ipou3Hec OH Ipo cebs, ¥ ero B3TIAL Ha AHHY U3MEHUJICS, KOTHa OH IIOHST,
[I0YeMYy OHa BBITJIAAUT TaKOU MOJIOLOU

CBHH.IGHHI/IKI/I WJIN KPUIIEI ObIIK 6J1ar0CIOBIIEHE CBHI.T.IGHHOIZ pacoﬁ Jepel3 IEPKOBL, U YUCTaA
CBeTlIasa a(b(i)I/IHI/IH OKHUBJIAET UX T€Jld, BO3BPaAllldasd UM Ooree MOJIOJIOM BHEIIHUM BU[

"Yro?" - cripocuia OHa 3aCTEHYMBLIM TOHOM E€ IeKu Iopo30Beny, MoToMy 4To KpucTral cMoTpen
Ha Heé JOoJIroe BpeMs

"V meHs HeT cnoB 4 u mpencTaBUTh cebe He MOT, YTo Oy[y UATH PSOOM C TaKOi MpeKpacHOM
Xkpuien" PyMsiHell Ha e€ IeKax cTai elle sspye OHa yCKOpUIIa LIar ¥ co3fana MeXay HUMU
HEKOTOPOE PaCCTOSHUE

KprcTuan XuxuKHYyJ, TaK KaK €€ HeBUHHAs U 3aCTeHYMBas HaTypa Aeflaja e€ HEBEPOsTHO
ouapoBaTenbHOU [lleina QrIpKHYIa U MOIIa 3a CBOEH CECTPOU

ConpaTtsl CMOTPENIM Ha CecTep C yBaxKeHHeM, a Ha Hero - ¢ JT000mbITCTBOM Ero ocMOTP 1oKasa, 4To
B 9TOT MaJIeHbKUU FOPOJOK HE BXOOUJI HU OOUH rOCTh, TOPTOBEL UJIM IIyTEIIECTBEHHUK B TeYEeHUE
MHOT'HX J1eT!

970 OBIIO OBl OIPOMHOM AMIIEMMOM 6€3 HEIHEITHeH 3allUTH B Ka4eCTBe HeKoero BonHa "Kak Th
y3HaJ, 4TO S TOT, KOTO ThI UIIEMIL?" - OH 3a/iajl BONPOC Tak, YTOOb AHHa HUYEro He 3allofo3puiia

"Hy, MHe cKa3aJl IpopuliaTesb, YTO 51 Haliny TeOs Ha peke Hui, u He BonHy#csa Boxab BeigacT Tebe
IIOAXOAsAIlee opyxue"

Ona ymneIOHYTIach OT BCEro ceppla, u BMecTe ¢ Illelinoi OHM HANPaBUIUCh IPSIMO K KAMEHHOMY
0COOHSIKY, KOTOPHIH BO3BHIIIAJICS B LIEHTPE Tropofia

"Crou!" - KpUKHYJI OXpaHHUK B KOPUYHEBOM KOXKaHOM [0CIEeXe, Kpemde CkKaB AepeBIHHOE IPEBKO
CBOET0 IJIMHHOTO KOIIbS

Ipyrol oXxpaHHUK CXBaTus ¢akesl, BUCEBIINHI Ha KBafipaTHOM CTOj0e, ¥ MogHsI ero Ero 3pauku
PacIIupUIIKCh, KOTAa OH 3aMeTH/I 3HaMeHUTYI0 0esyio MaHTHI0 AHHE OHa Obljla paciinTa 30JI0TOM I10
KpasMm 1 60Kam

OH mHy 3eMJTI0, TOJHSJICS IIBIJTb, ¥ II€COK 3aCTaBUJI IIEPBOT0 OXpaHHUKa 00epHyThCs "XKpuma", -
IIpOIIenTanl OH, HO ero TYIOW HallapHUK HaXMYPUIICS

"9T10 XKe xpula, 6onBaH!" - MPOIIEAUB CKBO3b CTUCHYTHIE 3yOHI ¥ BHIIIJIEBEIBAS CITIOHY, OH IIPOU3HEC
3T0 60JIe€ TPOMKUM TOHOM

"Xu-xu," - 3axuxuKaa [ofollesmas K 3ToMy MoMeHTy AuHa, "Hudero crpamsoro, Onax, TE IIPOCTO
BBIIIOJIHSEIIb CBOM [ONT" €€ TEIUIBIM TOH paccesin HaupsixKeHue OXpaHHUKa

Onu OBIH BEChbMa IMOpaXKeHEI, BUAAd HE3HAaKOMIIa C TaKou O‘-I&pOB&TBJ'IbHOfI BHEIMIHOCTHBIO, OIIaCasficCh,
4YTO OH MOZXKET PA3BPATUTE YMEI UX XKEH

Oun OTKDPGHBIJIN TOJICTYIO JEPEBAHHYIO OIBEPH, KU TPOHUIIA BOIIIJIa CHYCTH HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH JlepeK
OKa3aJICAd Iepea BOXKIeEM TeMHOro KaMH$S

CemoBacklii MyKYKMHA CHOEN Ha JepPeBSIHHOM TpPoHe Ero MyTHEIE Tjla3a CMOTPEJIH B IyCTOTY, a Hafl
HUM ITapyJI MpaYyHbIi 1 6€3paloCTHLIM aypeo



Toncras ury6a U3 MegBeXKbero Mexa, Kyza 6onee TojicTasi, 4yeM y KpucTuaHa, nmpuiaBana eMy aypy
aBTOpUTETAa MOPINKHE Ha €ro NHlle YOBOUIKUCH, KOTHA Ha ero rybax MOosiBUIaCh KpHUBAsi YXMEIIKa

"He GecmokoiTech, Kpuila AHHa BepHUTECH B rOpPOA, BeOb HaM CyKAeHO norubHyTh" Ero rmy0bokuii
CTap4yecKuyl TOH OBUI IPONUTAH T'YCTHIM YYBCTBOM 0€3HAfEKHOCTHU, 9XOM Pa3HOCUBILEMCS I10
IIPOCTOPHOU KOMHAaTe

Caeun, PaCCTaBJIeHHBI€ B PACCHUTAHHBIX MECTAX, OCBEIIdaJIX KOMHATY, U KpI/ICTI/IaH CMOT YBUIETH
Pa3JIn4YHBIE Yy4dejla KUBOTHBIX

"MBI HaIllJTK BOMHA, 0 KOTOPOM s TroBopuia C ero moMoImbio Mbl cMoxkeM youTh Jlopma TéMHOTO
Bonka," - ¢ BoomyiieBneHueM ckasajna AHHa KpuctruaH ObIT OIIEIOMJIEH TEM NOBEPHEM, KOTOPOe OHa
K HEMY IIPOSBIIsiia

"Boun? Xa Kak onuH BOMH MOXKeT HaM IToMoub?" HageXpma qaBHO IOKKHYJA BOXAd C TOr0 MOMEHTa,
KaK OH IIOHSJI, YTO OHM He MOJIy4yaT IIOMOILIY OT APYTUX TOPOMOB, €T0 HafleXKaa HCIapuiach

"BOXKIb! OH moxkeT HaMm 1oM04Yb OH eQUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO IIEPEeXU BCTpedy ¢ Meny3ou!" - KpukHya
[leiina, xpaHUBIIas MOJTYaHUE 10 9TOTO MOMEHTA

Eé BrnacTHas moxopmKa BbIlaBajia, YTO OHA MaJjio yBaXKajla BOXKIs, KOTOPBIM JTUIIb ITPOSIBIISA TPYCOCTD,
KOTZla Ha Hero o6pyIIuach CypoBasi peajbHOCTh OMUHOYHOTO IIPOTUBOCTOSIHUS JIopay TEMHOTO
Bonka

"OH cpaxarcs ¢ Meny3oii? Ona MepTBa?" Ero MyTHbIe I'/1a3a 3abecTesy, KOrfa OH CIIPOCHUTI O
BO3MOXKHOU rubenu Meny3sl ITo Obisia OBl XOpOIIas BECTh, KOTOpPasl COMpoBoauia Ol er0 B MOTHITY

"K coxkasneHuio, HEeT," - KpacaBulla C ToIyObrIMU BojiocamMu Gpocuiia B3risAn Ha Kpuctuana u
B30xHYa "CaMbIi BEICOKUM YPOBEHB, KOTOPHIM €CTh ¥ Hac, 3T0 37, u 970 ThI, lllenna Tel HECKOIBKO
pa3 cpaxasach C HUM, U Thl 3HAeIllb, YTO OH HUKOTMIa He T03BONMUT Tebe MPuOIU3UTHCS JOCTAaTOYHO,
yTOOB! TH CMOT'JIa IPUMEHUTH 3aK/IMHaHUe EC/iu Mar TBOero ypoBHS HE MOXKET er0 OCTaHOBUTH, TO
YTO 3acCTaBisieT Te0s qyMaThb, YTO OH CMOXKeET?"

Ox0 B3[oXa pasHecioCch, U OHU MOBEPHYIUCH K KpucTuaHy, KOTOPHIM HAaCMOTPEJICS Ha 3Ty XKaJKyio
npamy OH He cOOHpPaICs CTOSTh U CMOTPETh, KaK 3TOT MEIINOK C KOCTSIMHU IIJIETET 0 UX 00PEeUYEHHOCTH

Boxnp YK€ He MO0JIo[, TaK 4YTO CMEPTL MOXKeET OBITD OJisd Hero MeHee CTpaLHHOfI, HO BII€PEOHU y HETO,
BEPOATHO, sApKad IIPUKIIIOYEeHYEeCKad XKU3Hb

OH IOHSIJI CBOIO POJIb BO BCEM 9TOM BOMH, KOTOPEIM HEe MPUOLII, ¥ €0 IPHHSJIN 3a TOT0 XKe YeJI0BeKa,
nomxkeH Obl1 mogBectu Illeiiny mocTaToyHo 61M3K0, YTOOH OHA cMorja youTh [loBenuTens
ITopzemennbs

Hu oguH U3 UX BOMHOB He OBIJI JOCTATOYHO CUJIEH, TO3TOMY UM OBII HY2KEH CITOCOOHBIH IIUT, HO BOUH
He CTaJ PaCCMATPHUBATh UX IPEIJIOKeHNe ¥ ITPOUTHOPUPOBAJ ero Y oH, BO3MOXKHO, ClIeIaeT TO ke
caMmoe

Kpuctras rotoB Obl1 TOMOYb, UTOOH CIIACTH JTI0fiel B Gefie, 0COOEHHO C yTPO30ii UX KUIHIM, HO
TOJIBKO €CJIX CMOXKEeT 3TO CHesaTh

Korpga oH ycrnbiiian Beicodalimmil ypoBeHb, Kpuctran 6obiiie He cuuTan ceds cnabbiM u
3amnog03puJl, YTO Yy AHHEI €CTh 3allliTa MOTYIIECTBEHHOI'0 CYLIeCTBa, I03TOMY OH He MOT
MaHUIYIUPOBATh €0 UJIU YUTATh €€ MEICIIU



[Tneuwn Illefinel npoxanud OHa He MorJa ce0e IPeCTaBUTh, YTO OHU BEPHYIIUCH CIOJA, YTOOR IIOMOYb
TOPOMY, HO 9TOT 6€3BOJIbHHIM CTAaPHK IIPOCTO CHIEI B CBOEM VIOTHOM KpecJie ¥ IMOTrPyKaJjcs B
oruasiire OHa PUCKOBaja co60M pagu 3TOTO rOpoia, B TO BpeMs KaK OH U ero TakKo ke 0e3BOIbHEIH
CHIH IIPSITAJIKCh 3@ MPOYHLIMY CTEHAMHU CBOEI'0 0COOHSKA

BHe3amHo KpucTraH MoNMoXKuUI TafoHb e Ha Medo, 3acTaBUB ee 00epHyThCs Ha ero rybax
TIOSIBUTIACH YIIBIOKA, ¥ €T0 IjIa3a MbIaId XYTKUMU 3€JIeHEIME OTHSIMU

[[mMa3a UCTUHEI U pa3yMa, aKTUBAPOBaHHI]

"4 crpaBnoCh ¢ aTUM"

Ero obompsiomuii ToH oteniomun ee M Illeiina oTomina B CTOpoHY E#f X0Ten0ch MOCMOTPETD, Kak
Kpuctran mu6o omno3oput cebs u OymeT U3rHaH cTpaxkaMu, Tu00 IepeIOMUT CUTYaluio, YTO
Ka3aJIOCh ITOYTH HEBO3MOXKHBEIM

"9, crapuk [lalii MHe OpyXKHe U 3Ty HOYb, YTOOHI KOE-UTO CHenaTh, ¥ g o0ellfaio, YTO TBOM Mar
TIOJIyYUT TOJIOBY TOTO IIOBEIUTENS Iofa3eMenba" 2KyTKue SA3BIKY IIJIaMeHH B ero rjla3aX 0TPa3ujIucCh B
MYTHBIX TJIa3aX CTAPOCTHI, ¥ €r0 PaAyKKH IIOTEPSITIA CBOE CBeYEeHUE

"Tlait eMy CBOe JIy4lllee OpyxKue, ¥ ropof OymeT xkuth OH MOXKET 3TO CHelaTh, HEMHOTHE CIIOCOOHBI
BBEIKUTH 0T Meny3sr"

XOTsI 9TH MEIC/IM 3By4Ya/i¥ Tak, OyITO OHU IPUHAMJIeXKAIH €My, CTapOCTa IOHSITUS He UMeJI, YTO 9TO
Kpuctran MaHUIIyIUPYeT ero ciiaboi Boyei

KpI/ICTI/IaH He MOT OBITh CYHaCTIIBEE, KOTroa IMOHAJ, YTO MaHUIIYJINPOBATL MBICIIAMU T€X, Y KOT'O Oosee
HU3KHUE XdPAKTEPUCTUKH, HE Tpe6yeT MaHEBI

CrapocTa fmeiicTBUTENIbHO OB BHIIIE HETO 110 YPOBHIO, HO YV KpucTraHa OBII0 TPEeUMYIIECTBO €T0
HOBOM packl, KOTOpas MOBHIIIAJIa €r0 XapaKTepUuCTUKH [0 ypoBHSA oT 20 go 30 ypoBHs:!

Ho yTo0HI MCII0SIb30BaTh CBOM XapaKTEPUCTUKHY, TIe ObIIM U HaBHIKY Mara, ¥ BOMHA, HO 60Jblie
CKJIOHSIIOIIMECS K BOUHCKOMY IIyTH, eMYy HYXKHO OBLIO OpyXKue

A3wik Kpuctuana ygusun Arny u llleiiny, Beob paHblle OH TOBOPUJI, KaK 071arOPOOHEIH, a TEMEphb ero
TOH ¥ aypa HallOMHUJIA UM O €T0 UJEeHTUYHOCTH KakK BOMHA

OHu c mokoM Habinofany, Kak yIpsMBIE CTapoCTa COTJIaCUIICs, II03BaJl CBOET0 ChlHA U NpUKa3all eMy
IPUHECTH UX (HaMUIbHYIO PETUKBUIO

O6e OEBYIIIKY IIOHATHA HE UMEJIK, YTO Y CEMbBH CTAPOCTHI €CTh CbaMI/IJ'IbHaH PEeINKBHA, 1 OH HUKOT'Ia



He yOOCyZXKHBAJICA PaCCKa3dTh UM O HeH, XOTsI OHa MOTJIa OBl UM IIPUTOOUTHCA

OHY TepIIeNnuBO XKIalu HECKOIbKO MUHYT, ¥ pa3fajluch fajieKue maru Bckope B 3aJ1 BOLIETT CHIH
CTapOCTHI, OEeTHI B TOJICTYIO MEXOBYIO KYPTKY, TEIIJIOBYIO IIANKy, CBOOOAHBIE KOPUUHEBLIE OPIOKY U
TOJICTBIE KOJKAHBIE CATIOTH, HECS OPYXKHUe

OH mepepnarn ero OTIy, KOTOPHIH C CTPACTHHIM B3TJISIOOM IIOTIaguil HOXKHE ETo MyTHEIE I'1a3a
IIPOSICHUJIUCH, U B HUX IIPOMEJIbKHYIM BOCIIOMUHAHUS O CJIaBHBIX JHSX €T0 CEMbU

C BopYaHWEM OH BCTAJI, KaKIbI{ ero miar 0BT TIyOOKUM ¥ HAMTOTHEHHBIM IIeJTbI0; EeBYIIKH U ChIH
CTapocCThl Habmomany, Kak CTapuk BcTal nepen Kpuctuanom

"9T0 TBOS MaTa, xpabphiit BouH Hapelock, TH OyAelih OTHOCUTLCS K HEMY C JII000BbIO U 3a60TOi,
BeIb OHO TAKXKe 3aIIUTUT TeOs 0T mpuKocHOBeHus [lluma"

I'ma3a KpucTuaHa BCIIBIXHYJH, KOTHA OH YCJIBIIIAJ 3TO HE3HAKOMOE MMSI, HO OH IT0XKaJl Ijle4aMy U
B3S1J1 BEJIUKUN Med

CTpaHHBIfI OU3aliH rapdbl 3aCTaBUJI €TI0 UCIIBITATh 6J'[al"0]"0BeHI/Ie, BeOb OH HAaIIOMHHAJI T€ BHUBI
OPYyXKHud, KOTOPBIMU BJIafe/Il UT'POBEIE ITEPCOHAXKHU, OT 4Yero OH 6YKBaJ'IbHO IIyCKaJl CITIOHH

PykosaTh BHIT/ISIEeIa TOHKOU 10 CPABHEHUIO C LIMPOKUM KIIMHKOM, CKPBITEIM B HOXHaxX "OCMOTpeTs", -
IIPOM3HEC OH NP0 cebs, HO HU4ero He MPOU30IIIIO

Kpucrtran 60sJ1cCs1, 4TO C 3TUM CITYUYUTCS 4TO-TO He To OH OPOCUIT B3TJIAM Ha CTapuka, KOTOPHIi
CMOTPEJ Ha Hero C HeTePIEeIMBEIMYU I'lla3aMy, OKUfas, KOT{la OH BHTAIIUT KJIMHOK

~II3uHb! ~

['poMKHii 3BYK MeTalljla, TPYIIEerocs o MeTasljl, pa3fascs, Koraa OH BRITAIIU KIUMHOK Cepebpucras
IIOBEPXHOCTH CjierKa OyecTena, moka KprucTuaH ¥ CecTphl BOCXHUIIAIUChE MacCTEPCTBOM

B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha ero ceT4aTKe MOSBUIICS TEKCT
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