Opr}Kanma;{ ThbMa, TpOﬁOBaH THUIIWHA U XO0JIOM IIyTraJIi U MY4YHUJIN €€. Huu ®3H cKuMarna KyJIaKU TdK
CUJIbHO, YTO HOT'TH BOMBAJIUCh B TagOHU. Ka3anock, TOIBKO 3Ta 60716 CIIOCOOHA ceryac YOEepZXKaTh €ee B
CO3HaHMWHU, HHa4Y€ OKPYyKalollasd TEMHOTAa, CJIOBHO YE€PHaA ObIPa, B KOHIIE€ KOHIIOB IIPOTJIOTUT €€.

OmHaKo 3Ta ThMa HeOXMIAHHO 0Ka3ajlach BHITECHEHA YeM-TO HOBHIM. KpacHOTOI, KoTopas maxia
KPOBBIO.

2KecTokuit u rpyObIil TOJIOC 3ByYal I'e-T0 PSAOM:

«Mmnepatop Lo 103 BriGpan Tebs1, aTo Gonbinas yoada. Eciu moBeseT, U TH JOOBEIILCS €T0
pacmonoxenusi, Bcs ceMbsi Llun oOpeTeT moyeT u ciaBy. Ho eciu T He TOOYMHUINILCS, BCS CEMbS
OymeT yHUUTOXKeHa!»

[luu ®3H HEeBOILHO B3OPOTHYNa. E¥f He HykHa 671aro0CKJIOHHOCTL MiMIepaTopa, OHa XO4YeT JIMIIb,
yTOOBI €€ CeMbsl OKa3asiach B 6€30MaCHOCTH.

Orer... Martb...
Ona xoTena 3aKpu4aTh, HO He CMOTJIa U3[aTh HU 3BYKa.

«®3H, Mo, maBaiiTe ¥ B CIEAYIOIIEH XXU3HKU OyIeM cecTpaMu!» — HallelThIBa/la CTapIlas CecTpa rae-
TO IPSMO Hap yxoM. Ho Kak Hu cTapanach, Llua ®3H He MOTjIa HUKOT'O PA3TIAOeTh B OKPYKHUBIIIEM €€
KPOBAaBOM TyMaHe.

Crapmas cecTpa... Mnapgmad...

[ToyeMmy OHU He OTBEYAOT?

OHa Hanpsria Iew, U ee IPOH3WUIa Takas 007k, OyATO ee TOPJIo OBITIO BEIAPAHO BOBCE.
— A-ax...

— Brl ipocHyNUCH?

Llun ®3H riny00Ko B3MOXHYIIA, U ee B3TJIAL HaKoHel] TposicHuiicsa. OHa pasrisgesa XeHIIuHY C
KPaCHUBEIM U OaroxeaTeIbHEIM JIMLIOM, U Ta oOpalianach K Hell BeKJIUBLIM I'0JIOCOM, B KOTOPOM,
TeM He MeHee, OBIJIO He TakK y2K MHOTO HaCTOSAIIero BHHMaHud. [lociie My4YuBIIero ee kommapa Liux
®s3H He cpa3y cMoTJia IPUNTHU B ce0s ¥ 3aTOBOPUTS.

— Kro... KT0 TBI? — Ef MOKa3aoch, 4TO CJI0Ba, COPBABIINECS C ee I'y0, ObIIA YyKUMU.

OHa mo4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK TOPUT ee TOPJIo, 60JIb He T03BOJIsIIA €i Jaxke CrIIOTHYTh. LluH OaH
YyBCTBOBaJa, YTO 3aAbIXaeTcs; mobeqHeB, OHa IpobopMoTaa:

— Bongml.
— OpHy CekyHAy.

@y JIun oborHyna CKphIBaBIIyIO ux mupMmy, u JlaHb ®aH, KoTopas BCe BpeMs CTOsJIa II00JaJlb,
IIOfoIIJIa K Hel, IOTSHYJa 3a PyKaB U TUXO0 3aMeTHna:

— Oy Jlun, moyeMy ThH TaK 06eCIIOKOUIILCS 3a Hee? BarnsHu cama! MmnepaTopy oHa He HyXKHa!
[Toxoxke, 94TO 0OHa BOOOIIE NOIT0 He IIPOTSHET.



Korpma Llun @21 TonbKO mpuBe3ny, Jlanb ®aH, egBa yBUIEB ee MU0, Obllla UCIyTraHa ¥ IopaxkeHa
PacCeKaIMMHU ero TIy00OKUMH IIpaMaMu. M Kak TOTBKO KTO-TO IIOCMeJ OTIIPaBUTh IOJ00HOe
Yy[IOBHUILe BO ABOpeL?

[luu ®3H OBEpHYIach ¥ CMOTJIA YBUAETDh, YTO KPOME JKEHIIMHE, KOTopas 3a Hell yXxaxkuBaja, B
KOMHaTe Obla emne ogHa. OHKM CTOSI/IM HEJOCTATOUYHO OJIM3KO0 ¥ TOBOPMIIM CJIHIITKOM THXO0, YTOOHI OHA
CMOTJIa paccieiniath ux. [lua ®sH nmompoboBaja CeCcThb, HO Bce ellle Oblyla CIIUIIKOM cllaba, K TOMY XKe
ee My4uJla CTpallHas rojgoBHas 60i1b. OmHAKO, TOKA JieXkasa, OHa IOMbITalach PaCCMOTPETh
TIOMeIIleHre, HaCKOJIbKO 9TO BO3MOXKHO. HecMOoTps Ha TO, YTO KOMHATAa He BHITJIsAesa 60raTo
YKpallleHHOM, B Hell Obl/la KaueCTBEHHAs ¥ BeCbMa M3bICKaHHas MeOerb.

@y JIun nackoBo BEICBOOOAMIa CBOM PyKaB, Hajluia BOOLI U OTBETHIA:
— Hac Ha3Hauunm npucMaTpuBaTh 3a Hell. ITO Hallla OTBETCTBEHHOCTh.

OHa yXe ycliena U3y4uTh JIULO NPUOBIBIIEN XKEHIINUHEL, ee IPSIMOM HOC U TTIafKylo OJIeqHYI0 KOXKY.
HacTrosmas, penkas, yToHYeHHas: KPacoTa, ¥ XKaJlb, YTO OHa ObljIa TaK U3ypOojoBaHa.

Jlanb ®aH yXMEBIJIbHYJIaCh B OTBET.

— Korpa s BriepBBIe yCIBIIIaIa Mo3My o Tpex cectpax u3 Xao K03, s npaBaa Ovlna 3aMHTPUTOBaHa,
KaKMMU OHU IOIKHBI OBITh KpacaBHIIaMH, YTO M3-3a HUX MOTYT Pa3KUTaThCS BOMHBEL U YHUYTOXKATHCS
ropofa, HO 5 ¥ IPeACTaBUTh He MOTJia, YTO OfHA U3 HUX OyHeT... y2KaCHBIM MOHCTPOM!

A oHa-TO IOTpaTHIa NAThAECAT CepeOpSIHEIX JITHOB Ha B3STKY, YTOOH MPOOUTHCS U3 IIpPadyek B
CIIy>XaHK{ BCEMUPHO M3BECTHOW KPaCABUIIbI, CITPABEIUBO PACCYMIMB, YTO 3Ta CAENIKA OKYIIUTCS,
KOT'7la OHa CMOXKET YCTPOUTHCS BO ABOpIE. M OHA COBEPILIEHHO TOYHO He OXKHKIajla TaKoro MoBopoTa!

— A 970 yXe He Hale feni0. — oTBetuna Oy JIuH, mpexne 4eM yiTH, IepXKa B PyKaX YallKy TeIIoun
BOObL. — M 51 He Oyaoy B 9TO BMEIIHUBATHCS.

Jlanbp ®aH TONBKO B oqepenHoﬁ pa3 YCMEXHYIIAaCh HaAIlOCJIEJOK, a 3aTeM TOPOIIJIIKNBO BHIIIJIa U3
KOMHATHI.

Korga LHux ®3H CHOBa OrisAenach, 3Ta MOJIOIas XKeHIINHA YZXKe IIOKHHYJIa IIOMeIlIeHne, a Ta, 94YTO
OHa BCTPETHUJIa, KOrga O4YHYJIaCh, CTOAJId PAAOM C YaIlIKOUW BOIHI.

C ee momompio Llun ®3H ceya U BeIUIA BOObl. M Korma moYyBCTBOBasa ce0s nydllle, TOBTOPUIIa
BOIIPOC:

— Taxk KT0 XKe ThI?
[Top BompocutenpHEIM B31IAR0M Lyua O3H Oy JIuH CKI0HUIIA [OJIOBY U MIATKO OTBETHUIIA:
— Mos umsa Oy JIuH, g BOpLIOBasA FOPHUYHASA U Ballla ClIyXKaHKa.

Opmexma 3TOM XKEHIIKHEI, TIOBeJleHNEe U MaHepa Peyd roOBOPUJIM KakK pa3 00 3TOM, OOHAKO
nogo3putesnbHad Lud O3H IpogoIXKuia PacCIpPOCH:

— I'me g HaX0XyCB?
— B MmMmnepckoMm pBopie. — otBeTuna Oy JIuH.

— B Umnepckom gBopie Lo F03? — ronoc Liur ®3H 3agpoxKaril.



— [a.

Tomnbko He aTo! OHa Bce-Taku B LioH FO3!

— A Mou cecTph?..

— OO0 3TOM 51 HU4ero He 3Hal0. — CIIOKOWHO oTBeTHsa Oy JIMH, CHOBA CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY.

I[To Bcent BuguMocTH, 0T 3T0oM Oy JIUH, HalleNIUBIIed MAacKy U3 COYYBCTBUS U YBaXKEHUS, OHA HUYETO
He y3HaeT! [lun ®3H pe3Ko NOJHSNIach C KPOBaTH, HO ee citaboe Teslo oBaIuIoCh Ha moj. ®y JIun
yCTpeMusach K Hell ¥ o0XBaTusa 3a IIJIeYy, IoAiepXKuBas:

— locnoxa lun, noXanyucTa, He HaIpArauTech Tak.

— Ilyctu! 4 xouy yBugets AHb XyH TanHsA!

OTOT TUpaH, YHUYTOXKUBIIUYI €€ CeMBI0!

@y JIun cmepTenbHO mobIenHena U GBICTPO TPOU3HECa:

— [Ipomy, rocnoxka! Bel He MoXKeTe IIPOCTO Ha3blBaTh MMnepaTopa 1o UMeHHU, TOJIBKO He 3[eCh, He
BHYTpPH ABopual

E# yxke ObIJIO TpeOenbHO MOHSITHO, YTO rocmoxka L[uH — coBepiieHHO 6e3paccynHas XKeHIIrHa, HO
OHa He MOTJIa IT03BOJIUTh ¥ MOCTYIaTh KakK B3TyMaeTcs!

v ®3H kpenko cxaina pyku Oy JIus.
— Torpa ckaxu MHe, TTie MOU CECTPHI?

[Toyemy oHa Bo gBOpIE? M ecnu 0OHa 3[eCh, TO YTO XKe CO cTapiier cectpou? Yro ¢ mnapmen? ['me
oHmU?

[TepeTepmnes 6onb, Py JIuH 3ariasgHysa Bo BlaxHble riia3a LluH ®3H, KaKoe-To BpeMs OHa Konebasach,
Ipexkae 4YeM HaKOHell OTBETUTh:

— Ho 4 npaBpa... 1paBaa He 3HAK...

[Tpocuts ee 6ecnone3no! Cobpasmmck ¢ cunamu, Llua @31 oTTONKHYINa OT cebs Oy JIuH, HO, BCe elle
He CITocoOHast CaMOCTOSITENIbHO MMOMHSTHCS, MOTJIA JIUIIb MTOJI3TH B CTOPOHY ABepu. Y HECMOTPS Ha TO,
YTO 3a BpeMsi, IpoBedeHHoe B FiMImepckoM gBopiie, cepaiie ee 3auepcTseno, Oy JIuH, rasgsimas
ceifdyac Ha 9Ty CUIIbHYIO XKEHIIUHY, He MOTJIa He BOCXHUIIAThC et0. OHa CHOBA mopapgepxasna Liua Oax
3a IJIe4y, yroBapuBasi:

— l'ocnoxka LIuH, BEI ellle He BBEI3AOPOBEIIHA, BaM HEJIb35 TaK HaHpHFaTBCﬂ!

@y JIlun oYyBCTBOBAJa €€ MYJIbC ¥ MOHsJIA, YTO OHA B KpalHe IIJI0OXOM COCTOSTHUU. [la ¥ paHe Ha ee
NHle elle HyKHO ObLJI0 MHOT'O BpeMeHU Ha BocCTaHOBIeHUe. He xBaTaso ele, 4ToOk ceiiyac oHa
IIPOCTYOUIACh UK ellle YTO MoXyxKe!

[ToHsB, 4TO IPaBAH OT CIIyKaHKU He no0uThCs, Liun @3H pemmsa He BOCIpUHUMATh cioBa Oy JIun
BCEPbE3.

W moka OHM IHUXAJIMCh U TOJIKAJIKUCH, OTKPHIIACh OBEPD, ¥ HU3KUHU TOJI0C CIIPOCHUIT:



— YTO0 3TO BBl TYT YCTPOUIU?

B koMHaTy Bolllenl eBHYX, Ha BUJ JIET COPOKA, B COIIPOBOXKIEHUM ClIyKaHKYU JlaHb OaH.
@y JIuH NOKJIOHUJIACh U IPUBETCTBOBAA:

— TI'ocnonguu Baw.

un ®3H noBepHYIach Ha I'0JIOC, ¥ ee XOJIOOHBIM B3TJI4[, PacTpellaHHbIe BOJIOCH U ITapa XYTKUX
IIPaMOB ITOpa3uiIu crapiiero epHyxa Ban JIu CuHs, KOTOPHIM TOTHKO BOIIET.

Jlanb ®aH yKa3ajia Ha pacliiacTaBilyocs Ha oy Llua O3H u ckasana:
— EBHyx Ban, 310 Ta camas Llun JIuH, KOTOPYIO DOCTaBUJIA B KaueCTBe Iofapka u3 Xao 3.

— llun JIuH? — OpoXKally¥M rojIocoM IEPECIPOCUTI cTapmui eBHyX. — Ho kak... Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO?
9t0 Xke... 'me npencrasutenu Xao F03? U rae T0OT, KTO ee IPUHAT?

Ban JIu CuHb efBa Obllllaj, HEOTPLIBHO CMOTPSI Ha YPOLJIUBEIE LIpaMbl Ha ulle LluH ®3H. OT0
JXKeHIIMHA, KOTopas npefHa3Havanach Mmnepartopy! Kak xke Tak BrIUIo? A ecnu MriepaTop perur,
YTO 3TO €ro BUHA?

Jlaup ®aH moCIeniHo OTBeTHUIA:

— T'ocioguH BaH, MBI CIipalliiBasiy rocnoarHa Ykao, YuHOBHKKA U3 Xao K09, 1 0H MOATBEPAHUII, YTO
oHa pmerictButenbHO Lun JIun! K Tomy ke, moau u3 Xao KO3 oTOBIIN yKe maBHBIM-TABHO.

JIu CuHb cKa3zan, 4yTo oHa Llux JIun! [lun ®sx 3acThiia Ha MecTe. [IoueMy OH Tak cKa3an? Bemb 3T0
crapuIas cectpa Ovlia n30paHa Aub XyH TsgHEM, TOYeMy OH TOBOPHUT, UTO OHA U ecTh Lun JIuH?
KpomMme Toro, crapiiias cecTpa HaMHOTO KpaCHUBee, ¥ faXke ee IIpaMbl BHITISAOSAT He TaK CTPAIIHO, TaK
noyeMmy xke... Ecnu TonbKoO... ECu TONBKO ee cTapiias U Milafllas CECTPHl JeMCTBUTENIBHO yMEPIIN
TaM, B XpaMe — BOT I1ouemy!

Xoog KaMeHHOTr0 T10J1a He IIleJI HU B KaKoe CpaBHEHUE C TeM, KaK II0X0JIOAENIO ceilyac ee cepale.
Lluu ®3H cena, 0e3y9acTHO ¥ HEBHUMATEJILHO CIIyIIas YyKKe Toj0ca, TOJIbKO COOCTBEHHEIE CIIOBA,
KOTOPHIE POXKAATUCH Ie-TO BHYTPHY, UMeJIN cerddac AJis Hee 3HaueHue. [loueMy oHa He ymepra?
Benp 3TO UMEHHO OHa IepBas pellinia MOKOHYUTH C XKU3HbI0! [loueMy ymepnu apyrue, HO He OHA?
[Touemy?

Bau JIu CuHb Blas B IaHUKY.
— Yro... YTO Ke HaM genaTh? — MOBTOPSJI OH.

Bups, uto u BaH Jlu CuHb He 3HAET, YTO NIPEAIPUHATh, U IBHO HAMEPEH II0CKOpee OTAEeIaThCS OT
atou rocrnoxu LluH, Jlane @aH TyT Xe ynaja Ha KOJIEeHU U B3MOJIAJIACh:

— EBHyx BaH, pa#blne s Ob1a Tpaykoi. Mory i 1 BEpHYTHCSI B ABOPIIOBYIO ITPAYeyHYI0?

YK mydiile oHa 0O KOHIIa CBOMX AHEW OCTAHETCS IIPaykoi, ueM OyAeT B YCIIyKEeHUH Y 3TOr0
yygoBuIa!

[TocMOTpeB Ha CUAAIIYIO Ha MOy XKeHIUHY, 6e3pa3nuyuHyo Ko BceMy, Ban Jlu Cuab 006epHYNICS K
Jlanp ®aH U, 3aMaxaB PyKOU, HETePIIEJIUBO CKa3al:



— Cryna#u, ugu cedac xe!

OH pemmJ, 4To KakK TonbKo MMnepaTtop yBunouT nuio LuH JIuH, 0H TyT Ke yObeT ee B IpUIagke
rHeBa. Bo ABOpIle HY TallaHTH B I€HUU UJIM TaHIaX, HA BBIOAIOLIKECS BOJIEBbBIE KAa4eCTBa He UMEIH
HACTOSINero 3HaYeHus. ENMHCTBEHHOE OPYKKe, KOTOPHIM KEeHIIUHBI MOTJIA HOOUTHCS PACIIOIO0KEHUS
VimmepaTopa, 6bista Kpacota. Mx nuta. M y Lus JIuH, ¢ ee #3ypOIOBAHHBIM JIUIIOM, He ObITH HU
eUHOTO ITaHca. M eMy He CTOUT TPATUTh CHJIBI Ha 3Ty 0co0y. Y HyKHO IIOCKOpPEee YTO-TO C 3TUM
chenaTth, UHa4Ye eMy HecnoOpoBaTh!

— @y JIun? — Jlanbs ®an 6pocuna yauBIeHHBIN B3TJIAM Ha BTOPYIO CIyKaHKY. EClu oHa He yXOOuT B
TaKuX 00CTOATENbCTBAX, HA YTO OHa HameeTcs?

Bau JIu Cunb Obl1 YMYOPEHHBIM IBOPIIOBOM KU3HBIO ¥ IIPEKPACHO IIOHUMaJI, KaK BCe YCTPOeHO, U
YUTaJl MBICIH CIIyT OyKBaIbHO 10 uX nauiiaM. OH IPUIIYPHUICS U C YCMEIIKOW CIIPOCHIT:

— YTo0, TOXKE X0Uellb BEPHYThCI Ha CTapoe MecCTo?

HeT HUYero HeBO3MOKHOI'0 B TOM, YTOOLI CHOBa BepHYTh @y JIMH B TeKapcKoe KPhIIo. Bce 3aBuCUT
JIALIb OT TOTO, yMHA /I OHA U NMPOSBUT JIU [OJIXKHOE yBaXKeHUeE.

— Tl'ocmmoxa LluH Bce elre n10X0 cebs 4yBCTBYET, IOTOMY S OCTaHYCh ¥ OyOy 3a Hell IpuCMaTpuBaTh.
— OIIyCTUB rja3a B 1o, oTBeTwna Oy JIuH, 0OgHAKO ee roJjioc He IPO3Bydasl HU I00000CTPacTHO, HU
BLI3HIBAIOILIE.

B KauecTBe IBOPIIOBOTO JIeKaps OHA Morjia Ovl 00C/TyKMBaTh ¥ MHOTUX APYTUX JTII0O0BHUIL
HmnepaTopa. E#l yxe 3a gBafgLuaTh, HO OHA BCe ellle YUCIUTCI Cpefyu MIaflux ciyr. Pa3 Tax,
BO3MOXKHO, €e Ha3HaueHue MUYHOM ciyxkaHkou L{uH JIuH OBLIO MUIIL CITy4alHOCTHI0O — MHAYE ee
CJI0KHO Ha3BaTh pa3yMHLIM desioBeKoM. Benp Llun JIun Ovina BeIOpaHa MMIepaTopoM JIMYHO, U €CIIU
C Hel 4yTo-TO cnyuutcs, Oy JIuH u caMa nnoctpagaet! ITocie KopoTkux pa3gymuii, Ban JIlu Cunb
CTPOTO CKa3a:

— Yro Xk, xopoiro. Torga ocTaBaics 3[eCh U CMOTPH, YTOOHR OHAa He BHIKMHYJIA Yero-HuOyIb!
— Cnyumarcs.

Ban JIu Cunb BHIIIET, faxKe He MOoCcMOTPeB Oobirne Ha [un ®3H. Mimaamas cimyxaHka Jlans Oan
IIOC/IeIOBasia 3a HUM 0e3 MPOMeIeHusI.

Llua ®3H Bce eme 6e3y4acTHO CHIela Ha IOy C COBEPUIEHHO OTCYTCTBYIOUINM B3TIAI0M. Ee muIio,
Ka3aJiock, Obl1o eme OnenHee, yeM npexpe. Oy JIuH BcTana Onuxke U MSATKO CIIPOCHTIA:

— T'ocmioxka, ¢ BaMu BCe B IOpSaKe?

[uu ®3H noTpe6oBasOCh MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH! TOMHATHCS, HepKachk 3a Kpait KpoBaTu. HecmoTps
Ha TO, YTO CYCTAaBHI ee IaJIbleB Mo0eesy 0T HaNIPSIKEeHUsI, OHA YIPSMO OTKa3bIBajach OT IIOMOIIH
@y JIun. [IpunoXKuB OrpOMHEIE YCUJIKS, OHA HaKOHEI[ BCTajla U XOJI0OOHO CKa3asla:

— OcTtaBb MeHs. f x0uy OOGLITH OHA.

Bups, 4To B ra3ax ee HOBOU I'OCIIOXKU CTOAT cyie3bl, Oy JIuH mouyBcTBOBaia ciaboe 6eCrioOKONUCTBO,
OOHAKO OHa 3HaJla IPeKpacHo, YTo JIo0kle CJI0Ba ceryac OyayT nuurHuMu. B iMnepckoMm mBopie
MI0CTAaTOYHO HECUACTHHIX XKEHIWH. M 3Ta... He CTaHeT IOCIIeqHe .



@y JIuH BHIIIA U3 KOMHATHI, MEIJIEHHO 3aKPHIB 3a CO00I0 IBEPE.
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