«Pa3Be 3T0 HE 3aMevaTenbHO? A rmaBHOE, C TO60M 3TO BCE PaBHO He cpaboTaeT», - oTBedaeT FOpaH,
BCE eIlé mepxka PyKy Ha CBOEM OTHECTPEeIbHOM opyxuu. OHO, KakXeTCs, UOeaTbHO JIOKHUTCS B
TIaI0Hb, ¥ ECJIH IPUCMOTPETHCS, TO MOXKHO 3aMETHUTh, YTO OHO OEJI0OTO ¥ METaITTMYeCKOro I[BETA, a
IIPY BEICTPeEJie U3MAET efBa Pa3TUHYMMEIA 3BYK.

«YTO 37eCch IPOUCXOOUT?» - YIUBIEHHO cupalrBaeT Koxaky, B oTnuyue ot FOpaH, KoTopas yxe
ycrnokounack. HeynuBuTeIbHO, BEObh KOT'Ia IIPO3BYYasl BEICTPEJ, TO HOHECCS 3BYK, OMOOHLIHM 3BYKY
YeJI0BEYECKOr0 Iepfieka, a camMoe TJIaBHOe - BHITyIeHHas myJis 6e3BpeHo yIiaia Ha 3eMIIio,
HECMOTpS Ha TO, YTo Obljia BHIIYIleHa IPSIMO B Iax Taii€.

«f1 He 3HAI0 BCeX feTasleld, HO 9TOT lapeHb, KaXeTcs, HeYsA3BUM K JalbHUM aTakaM. [lucroner,
npoOOBUK, IyJIEMET, TPaHAaTOMET.. { BUOes, KaK OH OCTaBaJIiCd HEBPEIUMBIM IIOC/Ie TAKWX Belemn», -
nosicHsieT Koxaky.

«Hy, ecnu Obl Ha MeH$ Hamanu ¢ 00M00H, 51 TOXKe He 3Has Owl, YTO OymeT», - Ipu3HaeTcs Taiie,
Oosblile He MBITAsICh MPUKUALIBATHCS HEOATIEKUM.

OH BCIIOMMHAET, KaK YTPOM, HaIIPABJIASACH B OCOOHSIK IIroHagu3M, Ha HETO 06py1.T.II/IJICFI ITKBaAJI OTHA U3
PA3JIMYHBIX BUOOB OPY2XKUS, a B3PEIB FpaHaTOMéTa Yy €ro HOT IIOJHATT CTOJIO TIBLIH.

«3HauuT, Myau Ha Tebs He JeUCTBYIOT?» - ciipamuBaeT KOpaH.

«Ecmu 6B caMblll Ty4IIni KUJIJIep B MUPE UCII0JIb30BaJl CBOI0 BUHTOBKY IIPOTUB MEHS, BO3MOXKHO, 9TO
On1 cpaboTano», - myTuT Taie, Ho KOpaH IpoCcTo UTHOPUPYET €T0 U IIEePEBOOUT B3TJISIT Ha CTOSIIYIO
pamom [epy.

«3JTO0 IpaBma?» - CIpalIdBaeT OHa.
«[Ta, Talié-TsiH HEYSI3BUM K JATbHUM aTakaM, O3Cy», - TOATBepxKaaeT I'epa.

«0ro, y Hero u ImpaBfa TaKas CTpaHHas cItocoOHOCTh? Kak ynoOHo», - FOpaH 3alyM4YuBO ITOKaulBaeT
TOJIOBOH.

«Heyxenu aTo Onarofgaps Tebe, UTO Y HETO TaKKe CUMIBI?» - CIIpPaIlIiBaeT OHa.
«Hert, 3T0 moToMy, uTo Talé-TsH 0YeHb ycepaHOo paboTar, oacy», - mosicHseT ['epa.

«fcHo. Tak manbHME aTakKyu Ha HETo He JeMCTBYIOT, a KakK Hac4yeT OnuxkHuX? Hampumep, eciu Obl s
BOT TaK yHapHuja ero Io JIuiy, 4To OB mpou3o0muio?» - KOpaH IeMOHCTPaTHBHO 3aMaXHUBaeTCH.

«Hy, Bupuis nu..» - ['epa 6pocaeTcs K maxy Taué.

«IToueMy THI BCerfa LieIUIIbCs ciofga?!» - Talé xBaTaeT ['epy u ¢ cumoit oTOpackiBaeT B CTOPOHY. Ta
yneTtaerT, Kpuda «Ax? Pu?».

«TToHATHO, 3HAYUT, faXKe eCJI HajibHKe aTaKu Ha Te0s He merCTBYIOT, 6JIM3Kue BCE 3Ke MOTYyT Te0s
paHuTh», - OpaH 3aiyMYrBO K1BaeT.

«Korma eI 0TOpocun IllupokusiMy B 6€30I1acHOe MECTO, THI, MOMKHO OBITh, OBITT YBEPEH B CBOEH
CIIOCOOHOCTH BBHIZKUTH flazke TIOM IPSIMBIM yaapoM. M T TOBOPHII, UTO Haxke suepHas 6omOa TeOs He
yOBET», - IPOJOJIKAET OHa.

«BBIXOIUT, THI IPOKUBEIIIH OJIBIIIE BeKa», - 3aKimodyaeT KOpaH.



IToka FOpan u Koxaky IyMHO 00CYKIal0T €ro CIiocoOHOCTH, Taié BOPYT OIIyIIaeT TPEBOKHOE
npenuyBcTBHE. KaxeTcs, ero moCTeneHHO Pa3feBaloT 3T Be XKEeHIIWHE], ¥ caM0oe CTPAIIHOe -
PA3roBOp IPHHUMAET OMACHEIHA 000POT.

}OpaH u KOX&Ky OO0 HeJaBHET' O BpeMEHHN HNYero He 3HaJI O CYyIIeCTBOBAHUU Fepr. A Tellepb UM
CTaJId U3BECTHHI U €r0 CIIOCOOHOCTH. OTH OdBe 2KEeHINVHEI BECbMa IIPOHUIIATEJIbHEI - CTOUT UM
IIONMY4YUTH HOBYIO I/IH(bOpMaHI/IIO, KaK OHHY TYT K€ Ha4YMHAIOT CKJIaOhIBaTh BCE€ KyCOYKHU I'OJIOBOJIOMKH.

«Tenepsb g IOJTHOCTBIO TOHMMAI0, 3aYeM ThI IIPUBETT 3TOTO YeJIoBeKa C co00M», - CEPbE3HO T'OBOPUT
Opa=.

«U 51 TOXKe 4yBCTBYIO 00JIeTUeHNE, UTO IIPUBE3TH €TI0 CIofia OBIJIO IPABUILHEIM PEeIIeHUEM», -
coryamaercsa Koxaky.

«A 1y MeHs TJTaBHOe, YTO KOJIMUeCTBO JIIOflel, C KOTOPEIMHU 5T MOT'Y 06IIAaThCs, YBEIUYUIIOCh, JICY», -
['epa Bo3BpalaeTcs 1 BIUBAETCS B Pa3roBOp IBYX HeBylIeK. Tall€ eBa coepKuBaeTCs, YTOOL He
OTIIBEIPHYTH €€ CHOBA.

«Hy uT0 %», - OpaH CMOTpPUT Ha HETO CEPLE3HO. - «[lyMario, mopa».
Onu Gonblile He UrpatoTcs - Koxaky Beme€T Taié u FOpaH B HCCIIelOBATEIbCKUM IIEHTP.

Boigs B 3maHue ¢ MoMoIIbio OnoMeTpuyeckol ayTeHTudukaimy, Koxaky o6HapyKuia, 4To 0HO OBITIO
6e3mtonHbIM. COrIaCHO ee UCTOUHUKY MH(MOPMAIIKHU, 110 KaKOW-TO IPUYKHE UCCIeN0BaTeNld TOKUHYIH
00BEKT C IOJIYHOUH [0 IIecTH yTpa. OmHaKo BeYHble MaJIbIy, COTPYIHUYABIINE C HCCIIe0BaTEAMH,
BCe ellle HaXOOUJIUCh 30eCh Iae-To.

XoTs1 GBIIO OUEBUAHO, YTO OHU KaK-TO 9KCIEPUMEHTUPOBAJM C HUMHU, Tal0y HE 3HAJI IIOAPO6HOCTEH.
EOWHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH 3HAJl HaBEPHSKA, - 9TO TO, YTO, KPOME BEUHHIX MAJIBIIIeH, 3€Ch HUUero
Gombire He Ob110. OH 3aMyMarsICs, He MOTJIO JIU 31eCh ObITh ellle 4ero-Hubynb HHTEPECHOTo I
o0HapyXKeHus.

OHH MK TI0 3TAHHUIO, CJIBIIIA TOJIBKO 3BYK COOCTBEHHEIX ITaroB. 2KeHIIMHA, BEAYINas UX, BCe ele
Obly1a ofeTa B IIPO3pavyHoe MiIaThe-KoMOMHE30H. X0Ts BHaYasle, KOT/Ia OH BIIepBEIe BCTPETHI ee, Taiié
YyBCTBOBAJI TPEBOTY M3-3a €€ BHEIITHET0 BUMa, Y HeT0 He BO3HUKAJIO IIOXOTIHBEIX MEICTIEH. OMHaKO
TI0CJIe TOT0, KaK OHa BOCIIONIb30BajIaCh UM C IIOMOIIBIO TIOIENYSI, OH CTaJl CMOTPETh Ha Hee B HHOM
cBerTe.

TouHee roBOPSI, OH OBIJI 0OYAPOBaH €€ allleTUTHOW MaJIeHbKOM IIOIKOM, KOTOpas Oblyla IOJTHOCTHIO
IIPO3pPayvyHOi, U OH MOT BUETH ee c3aAu. KakuM-To 00pa3oM ee nmokKaduBatomuecs 6enpa Oblin
OEVCTBUTEILHO IIJIEHUTENTbHEIMY, ¥ Talé MoYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK KPOBb IIPUIIMBAET K €T0 Iaxy.

OOHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM OH HCIIBITHIBAN c/1aboe 4yBCTBO BUHHI U HEBOJIBHO OTBEPHYII I'ma3a. Ho psamom
¢ HuM Obiya KOpaHs.

KOpa#nsb gBHO cepauTo CMOTpPesa Ha Taueé.
«.. JIonmukoH».
«— Ly!»

Tali€ He MOT HaWTH CJIOB, ¥ €r0 JINIIO ITOKpacHeo. Yepe3 MrHOBEHME OH OTYASTHHO ITOMBITAJICS
BO3PA3UTE.



«H-He Ha3bIBall MEHS TONMUKOHOM! Y MeHS HET TaKOro CTpaHHOTO KoMiiekca! Kpome Toro, sTa
[eByIIKa ropa3fo CTaplle MeHs, ¥ BMECTO JIOJIX OHa Obina Obl..»

Talié neITancss 00bICHUTH CBOIO TOYKY 3pEHU, a I‘OpaHB CMOTPEJIa Ha HETO PAaBHOOYIITHBEIMHA
XOJIOOHBIMH I'JIa3aMHU.

«IToueMy TH TaK B3BOIHOBaH? OOBIYHO TH TaKOW CIOKOMHEIN. Heyxkemnu s momana B TOUKY?»
«— Ly!»

«Talé-4aH, THI JIONIUKOH, fa?? B TakOM ciydae, YTO TH AyMaellb 060 MHE??»

«THI HEe B cueT!»

«Torpga Te rOBOPUILIB, 4YTO KOXaKy B TBOeM I10Jie 3peHus? Thl Ha Hee HalleJIuJICcA?»

«HeT-HeT, 9TO He TO, YTO S UMEJI B BUAY>.

Takum 00pa30M, OH PUCKOBAJ OLITh 3aKJIEMMJIEHHEIM KaK JIOJTUKOH U HecTu OpeMs mo3opa. Kak
MYXKUYMHa, 9T0 OBIJIO TO, UeTo OH He X0Tes. Eciu oH 31ech OyIeT HEOCTOPOKEH, TO IOIYYUT OOJIbIIHH
TICHXO0JIOTHYecKu yiepo, ueM mpocTto 60prba B HEJTOBKUX IITaHAX.

Taiié OBl COBEpPIIeHHO 3aCTUTHYT BPACIIIOX, B OTJIMYKE OT CIIOKOMHOM U cobpaHHOM KOpaHsb.

«Hy, He 6ecmokoiicst 06 3TOM, MHE BCe PABHO, JIOJIMKOH THI MJIX HET, 3TO MEHs He KacaeTcs. C camoro
Havasa s Te0sT Hemomo0IruBaa, ¥ 9TOT (paKT He H3MEHHUTCS JaxKe ceryacy.

«fl TOBOPIO, YTO 3TO HEJOPA3yYMEHUE»,

«Ky-Ky-Ky, IT0XKalyliCcTa, He JEPUCh U3-3a MEHS».

Wpnymasa Buepenu Hux Koxaky coepxkaia cMeX.

«Tebe He 00s13aTENIBHO MTOA/INBATL Macja B OTOHb, 3HAEIIb JIK!»

«Ky-dy, mos ommbka. Ho TOCKONBKY 51 pofuiiach XKeHIIUHOM, BCeTla X0TeJla IPOU3HECTH TaKylo
(bpa3sy, 3Haelb».

«Heyxenu 310 npaBpa??»

«[a, ¥ y MeHs eCTb ellle Tapa apyrux. Hampumep, "f X04y BEIIIUTH MUCO-CYII, KOTOPHIX THI
IPUTroTOBUM", UK "ITO MEHS KacaeTcs, uauoT!", unu "O#, MOKeIlb IOCTaTh 3TO OJII MEHS, Thl
3Haelb, 0 4yeM g", unu "[laxke ecqy TH CKa3aJl, YTo Tebe 3TO He HPpaBUTCS, IOCMOTPH, KaK TYT CTaJio
BJIa2KHO"- BOT TaKHe BEIU».

«Xe-xe, TaK 3HAYUT, Y KEHIIUH Ha CAMOM [IeJie eCTh TaKKe BEIly, KOTOPhIe OHU XOTST CKa3aTh, fa?»
«He oOMaHBIBaKCsI, 3TO, OUYEBUAHO, IIIyTKa I €e COOCTBEHHOE TMYHOe U3BpalleHHOe X000 ».
«Ky-Ky-Ky, packpbiTo? Hy, BCe OHU - MOU JINYHEIE KEJIaHUS, 3HAEllIb».

«Pa3Be 6eCCMBICTIEHHEBIE BEIllX - TBOM €IMHCTBEHHbIE XKU3HEHHbIE YCTPeMIeHus ?!»

<<Hy, g MOTr'y IIPDU3HAThH, YTO OHU 6ecn0ne3Hm, B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, 3TO BCE€ MEYTHI, KOTOPhIE HEBO3MO2KHO



OCYHIECTBUTH».
«MeuTHI, KOTOPBIE HY2KHO HCIIOJIHUTE?»

Taii€ cMoTpes ¢ COMHeHUeM, U, KOHEeUHO, U3 IIeCcTU AuanoroB Koxaky oH He COBCeEM IIOHKMaJI, 3a4eM
el Hy2>KHO ObLJIO UCIIOTHSATh TaKue CTpaHHbBle MeuThl. OnHaKo (pa3y "ITo MeHs KacaeTcs, uauot!"
OHa, BEePOSITHO, MOrJ1a Obl IPOU3HECTH.

YT0 KacaeTCsl OCTAJIbHAIX, OH He OBIJI OO0 KOHIIa YBE€PEH, 9Y€ro OHa IIbITaJIaChb ,'E[OGI/ITLCH, TOBODPA HX.

«TBI 3Haelllb, YTO HaC Ha3bIBAIOT "BEUHBIMM MaslbllaMu', BepHO? B TO ke BpeMs, TH B Kypce APYyroro
TepMUHa - "CTapble TOPHUYHEIE"?»

«A, 51 §aBHO OBLN TIOOONBITEH HAcUeT 3TOro. & Cibliias, Kak 1iogu 00 5TOM TOBOPUIIH, HO YTO UMEHHO
Takoe "CTapble TOPHUYHBIE" X YTO 9TO 3HAUUT?»

«3Haews v TH Urpy B "Crapyto aeBy"?»
«A?»

Talié m3marn omenoMIeHHBEY Bo3rjlac. Ha MrHOBeHHE TeMa CMeHHUJIach, X OH IIOAyMal, 4To,
BO3MOXKHO, HEIIPABUIbLHO PACCIBIIIAN, YTO OHa CKa3asna.

910 OBINIO 1TOX0XKE Ha TO, KaK OYATO B EPETUCTHBAeTE HECKOIBKO CTPAHUI] KHUTH Pa30M, TaKoe
YYBCTBO.

«Crapele geBul? T UMeelllb B BUY UTpajibHYI0 KapTy "Crapas mesa"?»
«Jla, 3TO O TOM, HOIIY JIU S YTO-HUOYIb ITOM OO0 UIIK HET, TaKas UTpa, 3HAEIIb».
"AX, 9TO He Ta CTapas AeBUYeCKas KapTO4YHas Urpa, a APYrox BUO KapTOYHOU UI'PHI, BEPHO?"

"Xu-xu-xu. YT0 XK, AeJ10 B TOM, UTO CTapas [JeBUYeCKas KapTouHasd UTpa M3HavyaabHO IIPOU3OIIIa OT
UTPHL, Ha3bIBaBlIlelcs "Yrpa B CTapblX TOPHUYHEIX". JTO [I0-HACTOALIEMY CTapas UI'pa, KapThl, B
KOTOPHLIE MEI PAHbIIIe UT'PAJIH, JaXke He UMeIH TOU ke (OPMBI, KaK COBPEMEHHEIe, 9TO ObIIN Te
BpEMeHa, KOTfia elll€ He CyIIeCTBOBAJIO IIyTOB, 3HaeTe Ju. LIesb UTPH - He 0Ka3aThCs TEM, Y KOTO B
KOHIIE OCTAHETCS eQUHCTBEHHAs JaMa. A TOT, KTO OCTAETCS C TaMOM, TPOUTPLIBaeT.."

"Tak 4To ke, 6abyns.. Bel crapas neBa?"

"menHO0. CTaphle OeBHl - 3TO XKEHIMHE, KOTOPBIX TaK ¥ HE yAaJioch npoaartk.. Uiy, opyrumu
CJI0BaMH, 3TO XKEHIIKMHbI, KOTOpPhIe YIIYCTUIN CBOE OpayHOoe BpeMsi. MHI - OCTaBIIMECS [aMEL."

"Kakoe cypoBoe onpepenesue."

"Tlonarato, 3TO ¥ BIPSIMb KECTKO CKa3aHO. Hy, Kak BUUTE, Mbl, BEYHO I0OHBIE, HOCUM 3TOT
cBoe0Opa3HbIN BHEIIHKM 00/TMK. BCI0 MO0 KUM3HB 5 COXPAHIO 3Ty MOJIOAYI0 BHEIIHOCTh. Kak BHI
MOXKETe 3aMETUTh, 5 BRITJISXKY CIUIIKOM MOJIO[ION, ¥, ECTECTBEHHO, HET HUKOTO0, KTO X0TeJl Obl MEHS B
CIIYTHULHL."

"Heyxenu? [loroguTe-Ka, a KakK Xke BCe 3THU JI0OUTEIN MaJIeHbKUX IeBOUeK?"

"Ecnu OB KTO-TO U ITOIIPOCUJT MOEX PYKH.. [lazke eCII MPOCTO B CIIYTHHUIIB, 9TOT'0 OBIJIO OBI
IOCTAaTOYHO. B 3TOM 001I1eCTBE HET HUKOTO, KTO PEIIHIICS Obl MPU3HATHCS BCEMY MUPY, YTO OH



MO0UTENh MaJIeHbKUX IeBO4YeK. Kak MyXunHe, eMy pedKo XBaTaeT XpaOpOCTH B3BAJIUThL Ha ce0s
11030pP OBITH MPUYHUCIEHHKIM K TAKOBHIM. IMETb CMEJIOCTh 3asIBUTh, YTO THI JIIOOUTEIb MaIeHbKUX
IEBOYEK, U IIOTEPATH PENyTaLKIO - 3TO COBCEM OPYTOe Oei0, HeXKeJIu IPOCTO UMETh TaKOu
KOMIIJIeKC."

"I17151 Hac, BEYHO I0HBIX, BEPOSITHOCTD BBIUTH 3aMyK COCTaBIIsIeT MIPUMEpPHO 5%, TO eCTh OOUH U3
nBapuatu. [IoMuMo 3TOTO, €CTh el TOT (pakT, YTo MyK4uHa OyIeT NMPOJOJIKATL CTapeTh. TaKue
CJIyXU PacIPOCTPAHSIOTCS, ¥ B UTOTe HaC, BEYHO IOHBIX, OKPECTUIIU NTPE3PUTEILHBIM TEPMUHOM

"CTaphiX TOPHUYHEIX".
"HepacmpogaHHHIM TOBap.. 4TO Iu?"

"Hy, KaK MOXKHO 0XUJaTh, C TAKOX KJIMYKOU 3a IIJIeYaMU He TaK-TO MHOTO JIIOJIeU 3aX0TAT UMETh C
Tob0o# meso."

K pasrosopy npucoegussaioTcsa Xepa u FOpas.

BricnywmaB peus Koxaky, OH 3agyMaics.
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