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BepreMcs Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMs Ha3an... Ha orpoMHOM apeHe, 3aHUMaBIIEN IOIIAAb LIEeI0ro
CTafroHa, OBIT HaUepTaH Marn4eCcKuy KPyT, TUHUU KOTOPOT0 UCIYyCKall CBETIIO-CEpHIi 1BeT. C
Te4eHNUeM BPeMeHHU, CBET CTAHOBUJICSA BCe HaCHIL[eHHEee U HaChIllleHHee, [TI0Ka [I0JIHOCThIO He UCYe3 B
Pe3KOU BCHHILIKE. B Ty Xe CeKyHy, KaK UC4Ye3 CBeT MaruyeCcKoro Kpyra, 1o LeHTPy apeHsl I0SIBUJICS
yesnoBeK. OfeThlil B pAnoBHe ¢pak u Opioky, HUPrKx CTynun Ha apeHy cCOOCTBEHHOT'0 3aMKa, YTO OBLI
IIOCTPOEH ellle ero 0TLIOM HECKOJIBKO COTeH jieT Ha3an. O6xBaTuB AOpo noynobHee, OH cHenal
IeCSTOK I1aroB, HApaBIsAsaCch K BeIxoAy.Ho BMeCTo fanbHEUIIero npoaBuxKenns, Huprkx
ocTaHoBUIICS. I1o ero Temny mpoiack KpaTkas ApOXKb, BMeCTe C KOTOPOU ero Ijia3a HaCTOPOXEHHO
CY3WJIACh. BIiepBEle 3a [OIroe BpeMs OH ITI0YYBCTBOBaJI 3TOT 3anax. OT Hero Huprkxa cpasy xe
npobpario, a IpoxKb OLICTPO ImpoOezkKaa OT TOJ0BH 40 IAT. OTJISHYBIIMCH BOKPYT, €70 BHUMaHUE He
IIPUBJIEKJIO HU euHOM fJeTanu. Ha apeHe Bce ObUIO KaK U IpexXie, HU4Yero Mofo3puTenbHoro. Ho
3TOT 3allaX. OTOT 3HAKOMBIH, HO OUeHb TPOTUBHBIM 3allax, HallOMUHABIINY XKKeHbIN xne0. Huprkx
HUKOI'TIa He CMOT OBl 3a0BITh BCET0 HECKOJIBKO Bellel, ¥ 9TOT 3anax ObUl cpefu Hux.«CMepauT
JKIKEHOU MaHOM...», — OBICTPO CHeJlall 3aK/IoYeHne OH.YCKOPUBIINCH, OH IIPOM3HEC 3aKIMHAHUe
ycuneHnusi, ¥ 6bICTPO BHICKOYMII 3a Npefesibl apeHbl. 3aMOK, ITepelleqIInuil B ero BlafleHue BMeCTe C
MaJIeHbKUM KyCOYKOM 3eMJIH, 3aHUMaJ II0YTHU AEeCSATYI0 4acTh BcexX BinameHui. Oco0eHHO Iopaxkaa
ero OJIMHa, COCTaBIIgBIIAs He MeHee COTHU KUIOMeTPOoB. [103TOMy 10 BceMy 3aMKy ObUIU
yCTaHOBJIEHH TeJlelapTalliOHHbIe KPYTH, TIPY TOMOILIK KOTOPHEIX MOXKHO OBIJIO IIepeMeIaThCs o
3aMKy He Tepss OTPOMHOT0 KOIn4ecTBa BpeMeHu. Huprkxa ceiiuac BOJITHOBaI (pakT OTCYTCTBUS
TeJlellopTa B OOHOU U3 MaJIeHbKUX KOMHATYIIEeK, OTBEAEeHHBIX [IJI IPOKUBAHUS IIPUCITYTU. ITO
TIOOTBEPAUIIO BCe ero onaceHus.«KoMy HyKHO HanajgaTh Ha MeHS, OTBEPTHYTOT0 BCEM CO00IIECTBOM
MmaroM..? Ecniu Kakasi-To IpUYrHa U UMEeeTCs, TO 3TO MOXKeT OBITh TOIBKO 3TO», — B3TJIIHYB Ha
IIyJIbCUPYIOIIKeE B ero pykKax fapo, nogyMan Huprkx.[IponeT 3a mponeToM, 3a1 3a 3ajI0M, KOMHaTa 3a
KOMHATOH... HUPTKX IpoBepsi KaXkaoe OMeIlleHle B 3aMKe, IIBITasiCh OTBICKATh XOTh OAUH LIeJIbIU
TesnenopT. [Ipomino yxke Goee moiydaca ¢ Tex op, Kak OH 0Ka3ascs B CBOeM 3aMKe. [laxke eCu KTo-
TO U3 ero IMOAJaHHAEIX U OCTaJICS B XKUBBLIX K MOMEHTY €ro BO3BpallleHUs, TO 3a 9TU I1o149aca Uux
HaBepHsKa younu. Ho KoMy 9T0 HyKHO? [lake eC/Ii UX LIeJIbI0 U SIBJITETCS TeJulap, TO K Y4eMy 9TU
HallafleHus UCIOATHUINKA, KOTla X03s1Ha HeT foMa?«Hert foma... 9tu yomonku!», — B ero rojose
BCIIJIBINIM JTMIla Malikexa U [[unaiiv, Ha HUUYTOXHBIE TIOTYTHA KOTOPHIX, OH He oOpaliiay HUKakKoro
BHUMAaHUS BO BpeMs 3aBapyLIKU C IOPOM.«3Has, YTO 5 HU B IPOII UX He CTaBJ/II0 U He CTaHy HallafaTh
IIePBLIM, OHU U3PSNHO NIOTSHYIU BpeMs, BEIUTPaB ero [Jid BTOPXKeHLeB. Torna, moaydaeTcs, 4YTO 3TO
crapyxa nocrapanach? OnHa oHa Obl He pellluiach HalafaTh, HeYKeJu ee JPEBHUN MyXKeHeK JOCTUT
4eTBEPTOro Kpyra?», — NPOR0XKas METAThCSA OT IOMEIIEHNY K ToMeleHr0, HUPrkx HanpsakKeHHO
pa3mbian. EMy npupeTcs nepeceus elre MOYTH IATYI0 4aCTh BCETO 3aMKa, IpPexX/e YeM OH HaufeT
KOMHATY, TeJIeIIOPT B KOTOPOH yIiesniesn. OCTaHOBUBIINCH Ileper HUM, HUPrkX BHUMATEIbHO Haval
BIJISIABIBATHCS B IMHUM U CUMBOJIbI, 0COOEHHO MPUCTAIbHO OCMAaTPUBast UX Ha IIPefAMeT TOIIUHEL U
yrila HaKJIOHA. 3aHUMaJICs OH 3TUM He IIPOCTO TakK. PaHee, mapy THICAY JIeT Ha3al, CYyILeCTBOBaIX
CIlellManbHbBle MarundyeCcKyue KPyryu, KOTOPEe MMUTHPOBANY KPYTU Tennenoprta. Bes cyTs aTux
IIOAIe/IbHBIX MarndyecKUxX KPyroB 3aKiIioydanach B TOM, YTO 3aK/II0UE€HO B HEM ObUIO He 3aKJIMHaHNe
TeJlellopTaluy, a YTo-TO Apyroe. Yalre BCero UCII0Ib30BalIUCh KPYTU MaTepuanu3aluy, KOTOphe IIPU
aKTUBalMU MaTepUau30BLIBAIM OTPOMHOE KOJIUYECTBO X0JI0HHOI0 Opyxus. CIoib30Banuch u
3aKJ/ISIThs IPU3LIBA, JIOKHOU TeJleopTal[uy, MaHaKpaACcTBa U MHoTue apyrue. Ilomo6Hble KPyTru-
JIOBYIIKY UCIIOJIb30BAIUCh OYEHb IMUPOKO BO BpEMS BOMH, KOTa AJIS IepeMelleHNs BOMCK
CO30aBaJIuCh OTPOMHEIE KPYTH, U3MEHEHUS B IeTalsIX KOTOPHIX ObIJI0 3aMEeTUThL OYeHb TPYAHO. B
HBIHEIIHee BpeMs TaKMM HUKTO [IOYTU He MOJIb3yeTCs, TaK KakK IIOSIBUJIOCH OTPOMHOE KOJIUYECTBO
MaroM 4eTBepPTOro Kpyra, KOTOphIe JIUIIb YBUAEB OPYTOY TUII MaHbl, CMOTYT OII03HATh JIOBYIIKY. Ho
€CJIM OHU U UCYe3NU C o 6051, TO 3TO He 3HAUUT, YTO JIIOel 3HAIOMUX «PeLelT» CO3naHus
6onbire HeT. HUPTKX pemus IonpocTy YOemuThCA B OTCYTCTBUY JIOBYIIKM, TaK KaK [BUKEHNE MaHHI
110 KOHTypaM Kpyra [1oKa3ajoch eMy HeMHOT0 HeoObIYHEIM. Ho IT0Ka OH IIpoBepsis 3aKIMHAHKEe Ha



Ha/JMy4yre I0JIBOXa, B €r0 MMaMSTH BCIIJIBLI PaKT TOT0, YTO 9Ta KOMHATA IPUHAaJiexkasa ero JNYHou
npucnyre. TenenopT oTciofa BeJ TOJIBKO B €ro MOKOU U HUKYAa 60Jble. 9TO 3aCTABUIIO €TI0
nogyMath 000 BceM eltle pa3.«To, YTO 3TO CTapyxa, g IOYTH YBEPEH, HO II0YEMY OHa Tak YBEPEHHO
npurnamiaetr MeHs? OHa, 6e3yCI0BHO, XOPOIlla B 3aKJIMHAHUSAX II03BOJISIOMIAX el MaHUITYTUPOBATh
IIJIOTHIO U pa3yMOM, BOT TOJILKO B Marm4eCcKou CHUjie OHa CO MHOM ¥ PAAOM He CTossa. Bo3MoXHO, Ha
ee CTopoHe KTo-HUOynb u3 ppakuuu Kerra? Ho Hu cam KeTT, HU ero ¢pakius 10 TakKoro Obl He
OIIyCTHUJIACh. 3aUeM OHa OCTaBUJIa 3[[eCh TeJIenopT? MoxkeT, OHa Kak pa3 U X0TeJa, YTOOH! I IogyMaJl
0 CHJIbHOM COIO3HUKE Ha ee CTOpPOHe, a MoToM cOezxkaJl, mepexuBasi 0 COXpaHHOCTH Tefinap? Torpaa,
JIOBYIIIKA CHAPYXKH, IYYIIUM Ke BapHaHTOM OyIeT MPONTH II0 3TOMY TeJIeTIoPTY..?» HaXxMypHUBIIKCE,
OH HUMKAaK He MOT pellItTb, KaK CTOUT IIOCTYIHUTh. B mobom ciydae, oH He 6osiiicsi. UCIIBITEIBATH CTPax
€My IIPUXOJUIIOCH TOJIBKO JIUIIh IPY BHUJI€ Pa3rHEBAHHOTO OTIla, KOTOPHIM BeYHO OpaHuUI ero 3a
HEYOOBJIETBOPUTEIIbHEIE Pe3yNIbTaTH B Maruu. C caMoro JeTCTBa OH He 00sJICS HUKOTO, KpoMe
CBOETO0 OTIIa, @ BO3BLICUBIIIUCH U CTaB CUJIbHEE, K HEMY IIPHUIIIO 0CO3HAHUE TOTO, YTO HUKTO
TIOTIPOCTY He CIIOCO0EH 3aCTaBUTh ero 00sThCs. Tak oH myman. M Korma-To 3To OBIIO0

mpaBpoii. «Xopoiro. Hemb3s 0osibiie TEPSITh BpeMeHH, HHaye 000JI0YKa sIipa paclajeTcs U Bech
TeJlylap yTeueT HapyXy», — aKTUBUPYS TeJIeNOPTallOHHEINM KPYT, II0OAyMal OH.

* * *

— ITpuset! [TaBHO He BUIENIUCH, MaNBIII! — C CHACTIUBOM YIBIOKOM Ha nuile, Huprkxa
IIPUBETCTBOBAJa OJIOHOUHKA CPEeIHUX JIeT, OfeTas B IIMHHOe OMPI030BOe IIaThe.— ...Bek Obl Te0s He
BUJETh, CTapyxa, — YXMBUIbHYBIIUCE, OTBeTHI Huprkx.OKMHYB B3TrIAA0M OIPOMHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO
CBOEU ITOKOEB, OH 3aMETHUJI YCTPOEHHBIN He3BaHBIMU T'OCTSIMU OECIOPSAOOK, & TaKXkKe IIeCTh, CTOSIINX
110331 KEHIUHEL, aM0aioB KaXKIbIH U3 KOTOPHIX ObLI ITOX0K Ha PSIOM CTOSIIET0 He TOJBKO JIULIOM,
HO ¥ IMapaMeTpamu Tena. He Bumst abCOMIOTHO HUKAKOM TPo0IeMbl B TOM, YTOOBI pa3o0paThCs CO
CBOMMM IPOTUBHUKAMU, HUPTrKX Ipe3puUTENbHO XMBIKHYII M BHIIYCTHU CBOIO MaHy. KaxXXabli Mar
TPETHETO ¥ YETBEPTOr0 KPyra UMeeT CBOI0, OIlpefieJIeHHBIX Pa3MePOB, «30HY BIUSHUS». 30HA
BIIUSHUSA — 3TO Ta 30HA, B KOTOPOM KaxKfas YaCTHIla MaHH IOOYNHAETCS Mary. YeM Oosibie 30Ha —
TeM MOryiecTBeHHee Mar. KoHe4YHO, 3Ta 30Ha CyIIeCTBYeT Y MaroB IIepBOT0 ¥ BTOPOTO KPYTroB, HO
OHU He CIIOCOOHEI KOHTPOIUPOBATh 60JIbIIIOe KOTUYECTBO MaHbl BHE UX Tell. JIto0oe u3MeHeHueE B
30He BIIUSHUS MOMEHTAJIbHO OyIeT pacro3HaHo MaroM. IMEeHHO 3TO U IIPOM301II0, KOTHa 30Ha
BIUSHUS HUprkxa gocTUriia CTEHB ero MOKOeB.Pe3K0 IOBEPHYB I'0OJIOBY B TOM HaIlpaBJIE€HUH, OH
yBUAEN QUrypy 4eioBeka B IypIypHOM Iialle. YeI0BeK MUPHO CTOSINI Y CTEHBI, CKPECTUB PYKU.
Korpga on 3ameTun Ha cebe B3risag Huprkxa, To MTHOBEHHO IEPHYJICS C MeCTa, HO BMeCTO OBICTPOTO
PBIBKa, KOTOPOTO OXKUAAJ Mar, 4eJIoBeK Me[JIeHHO 3amarai. Ero yBepeHHas moxogKa BHYTPHU 30HEI
BIMSIHUS CUIbHO 03aboTuna Huprkxa. OH He 4yBCTBOBaJ UCXOASIIEN OT YesloBeKa MaHbl. OHa
IIOTIPOCTY He KOHTAKTUPOBaJia C HAM, CJIOBHO He 3aMedasi. ITO ero ¥ BOITHOBan0. Kak 0ObIYHEBIN
YyeJi0BEK MOXKET BeCTH ce0s TaK CIIOKOWHO B 30HE BIUSHUSA Mara yeTBepToro kpyra? HeT, 3To ObI10
He TJIaBHBIM. [ TaBHBIM OBLJIO TO, UTO HAa HEM3BECTHOTO B IIyPIIyPHOM IIjiallle He [eliCTBOBAJIO
IaBJieHNe, KOTopoe OyiiCTBOBaO B 30He BNusgHUS Huprkxa. JIro00# Mar mepBoro Ui BTOPOTO KpyTra
yxke Obl morub, Ho eMy OBLIO BCce paBHO. HUKAKOT0 JaB/IeHUs OH U BOBCe He omryan.— KTo Thl
Takou? Ha30BUCh? — yKe HayaB HEPBHUUYATH, 3aroBopu Huprkx.Ho 4esoBex B MyprIypHOM IIjalle
He oTBeTu1. OH JIUIIb IPOAOJIXKUJI CBOX IYTh NMPSIMO K HUPrKxXy, HU Ha CEeKyHOy He

OCTaHaBNIMBAsCh. — Xa-xa-xa! Masbllll, HeyXKemnu T HanyraH? — nogasa rouoc b, — Cuiy 3Toro
roCIogvHa He CTOUT HefooleHuBaTh! Tak 4To, MPOCTO OTHAX HaM TeJjap U MH yineM!— 4 He kK Tebe
oOpaiuascs, ctapas Kapra. Yy TH fyMaellb, YTO BTOPTILIKCH Ha MO0 TEPPUTOPUIO Tl CMOXKEIlb
yiiTu HeBpenuMoi?— IIxa, s Te0s mpenynpenuna, Manbi. Moe feno Tonbko Habmonats.— YT0?! — B
HenoyMeHuu BCKpUKHYJ Huprkx.He cpa3y OHSB K 4eMy KJI0HUJIa JJib, HUPrKX yIIyCTUII MOMEHT,
KOTZla YeJIOBEK B IIjIallle pe3K0 PBaHyJ ¢ MecTa. HecMOTps Ha 3TO, OH ycIiesn GbICTPO IPOU3HECTH
3aKIMHaHMe, Co3MaB O0IbIIyI0 3aIIUTHYIO CTeHY U3 3eMJIH. [[oHuMasi, YTO 3TO BPSL 1M YOEPKUT €ro
Bpara, Huprkx MomMeHTaIbHO OTCTYNINII K IEHTPY CBOUX IIOKOEB, Cy3UB 30HY BIUsAHUSA. Ho maXke Tak,



OH He CyMeJ HUYero MojenaTh. B cienyioliiee MrHOBEHUE B €T0 JIEBHIN OOK MMPOHUKIIO HEUTO
HeMaTepHralbHOe, KOTOPOEe 3a AO0/IN CEeKYHAbl MaTepUain30Banoch B pyKy. [I04yBCTBOBaB PE3KYI0
0071, OH HaYaJl BPaIllaTh YACTHUI[EI MAHEI B CBOEH «30HE» C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTHIO, 3aCYeT Yero
IIJIaHMPOBAJI MHOTOKPATHO YBETMYUTh JaBeHNe, HO MTOIY4YHI ellle OOHY AbIPY, yKe PSAOOM C
cepaueM. — ['y-y-yX, — UCIIBITHIBAS CUJIbHYIO 00J1b, OH HAKOHEI[-TO 0CO3HAJI, YTO CepPKHUBasCh EMy He
TO 4TO OBl He TOOEUTh, OH faKe He CMOXKET HaBPeAUTh CBOeMYy 00UIUYKKY.Pa3BepHYB CBOIO «30HY»
Ha MakcuMyM, Huprkx oTopocun sigpo B AajbHUM YTOJl CBOMX ITOKOEB, ODHOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM
aKTUBUPYS MOIIHOE 3aKJIMHaHUe MOJIHUM. BCce MPOCTPaHCTBO B pafuyce NATU METPOB BOKPYT HETO
IIPEeBPATHIOCH B OHO OOJIBIIIOE APEBO U3 MOJIHMH, YTO OBIIM T'OTOBEI UCIIEIIEIUTD JII000T0, KTO
oflo¥IeT moctaTouyHo 67113K0. IT0YyBCTBOBAB, KaK BEIXOOUT PyKa U3 €T0 T'PYAU, OH Pa3BepHYJICS,
B3MaxHYB pyKou. OTPOMHBIN «KOTOTh» MOJIHUYM METHYJICSL B MECTO, '€ ellle MTHOBEHUE Ha3af
HaXOMIUJICS YeJIOBEK B Inalle. 3abiaroBpeMeHHO OTCTYIIUB, 3araflOYHbIN YeJI0BEK He IMoCTpanal, Ho
Ha JIMHUM OTHS OKa3ajach JJIb, 3alUINAaTh KOTOPYI0 MI'HOBEHHO GpocuiIoch gBoe am0anoB. Ha ux
PyKax MOSIBUTTUCH ITePYaTKU YePHOIo 1IBeTa, YTO He3aMeIJIUTEIbHO IIPUHSIIM yaap Ha cebs, HO BCEro
yepe3 CEKYHIY 9TU IepYaTKy TPECHYJIH, UCUe3HYB, a 00a 3M0pOoBsiKa ObITA COXKIKEHH f0T/Ia.CaMa xKe
91b cMOTpena Ha 3TO BCe C X0JI0OKOM B ria3ax. Ee He CUIbHO BOJIHOBA/IM IIOTEPH [ABYX BEJIMKaHOB, HO
pa3pgpaxaro NoBefeHue 3arafloYHoro 4ejioBeka, UCTUHHYIO JIUYMHY faXe el He U3BECTHYIO.
BymuuuHO 6;10KMpPOBaB MONTHUIO HUprkxa cBoeit MaHa-cpepoi, OHa BEIHYKeHa Oblla OTCTYIIUTh K
caMo¥ manbHel cTeHe mokKoeB. Ee 30Ha BiusHus Obljla HECPAaBHUMO MeHbIIIe U ciiabee, 4eM y
Huprkxa, oHa He Mora ce6e MO3BOIUTH OKa3aThCs B €r0 «30HEe», HO ¥ YXOOUTh OHa He cobupasacs,
TakK Kak ObIJIO ellle Koe-4To, Yero oHa 04eHb kaxfana. Ho Buasd, Kak BOKpyr Huprkxa HaunHaeT
co0HpaThCsl CEPOTO IBETa TYMaH, OHa HEBOJILHO OTCTYIIMIIa Ha3afl.«A MaJlblll PEIII CTaTh
cepre3HBIM. ECITM OH ellle U «IIPOSIBIEHUEM» BOCIIOIL3YETCS, TO MHE TOYHO HEJb3s 3[IeCh
HAXOOUTBCS!», — OHA BCe XK€ CKJIOHSIAaCh K TOMY, YTOOB IOKUHYTh 3Ty KOMHaTy.Ho cToumo e
mogymMaTh 00 OTCTYIIJIEHUY U CHEJIaTh [apy Iaros 6IMXKe K CTE€He, OHA YCIIbIIIaaa CTPaHHBIN
YBaKylLMi 3ByK. OTJITHYBIINCH Ha3a[, epel Her IpefcTao He caMoe Jiyylllee 3peJIulle: ee
YeThpexX BepPHBIX aM0asioB MofieIuiu 1nomonaM. CTOSIBIINY PSANOM C TeJlaMH YeJIOBEK B IypPIIyPHOM
T1alne, OflepPHYJ CBOIO PyKYy, KOTOPOM, Ka3asock, ¥ He OBII0, KaK He Majoe KOJIN4eCTBO KPOBU
0Ka3aJioch B BO3Myxe. bopooBo-KpacHas XKUAKOCTb BOJHOM 0Ofana CTOSIIYI0 B HEJOYMEHUU
JKEHIIMHY, HCIIOPTUB He TOJIBKO €€ IIpPeKpacHOoe IjlaThe, HO U CUMIIaTUYHOE JIUI0. JJIb CHesana
HEyBEPEHHBIN I1ar Ha3al, HO B Ty XKe CEeKYyH/Y, YCIIbIIIaa y CBOero yxa:— Thl HUKy[a He TIONAelllb.
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