I'maBa 13. BrixuBIMe, ClIaCeHHBIN U 0JI1ar0CJIOBJIEHHEIN.

I'me-to nocpenu Aneix I'op gBe QUTYpH Me[JIEHHO ¥ HEYBEPEHHO IIPOJABUTAJIACE BIIepen. YTomnas 1o
KOJIEHO B SIPKO0-aJIOM CHETY U 00lyBaeMble XJTafHHIMK BETPaMH, OHU ABUTANUCh Tyfa. Kyoa uMeHHO —
HEU3BeCTHO. 3aueM? Pamu TOro, 4TOOH BEIXKUTH, Belb ABUKEHUE U eCTh XKU3Hb. CTeHa aJoro CHera,
He IepecTaBaBIIero ChIaTh ¢ Heba, 3arpaxpasna uM 063op. Kaxpeii mar, mpu KOTOPOM HOTH T10
KOJIEHO YXOOWIM II0f CHET, faBaJsiCsi C OrPOMHBIM TpyaoM. Ho maxe Tak — oHu 1. HecMoTpst Hu Ha
YT0. — MOXKEeT, HaM CTOUT yKe CHAThCI? — 03By4YusIa My4YUBIIYIO €€ yKe OUYeHb TaBHO MHBICITb
neBymka.— Het! Mer He MoxeM chaThbcs! [Tocie TOTo, 4TO HaM CIIYYUIIOCh IEPEXKUTH, Thl XOUEIIlb
CHaThCSI? — MapeHb, BeCh 0OTOPEJIBIN U TIOYTH I10 JIETHEMY OHEThINM, KAaTETOPUYECKH OTKA3bIBaJICs
cHaBaTbCa.— MIMeHHO m03TOMY... 1 6osbliie He Mory! Thl... Tebe HUKaK He MOHSAThH, YTO S cerlyac
YYBCTBYI0! — CXBATUB €T0 3a PYKY, OEBYIIKa OMyCTHIa I'0JIOBY BHU3, CAepKUBas Haberalolue
cne3bl.— {1 3Hat, Tebe MPUIITIOCH HE JIETKO, HO TogyMal XoTsi Ok 000 MHe! f puckKoBan cBoel
JKU3HBIO, YTOOHI CrTacTu Te0SI, a Thl TOBOPHUIIIB, YTO X04elrb yMepeTh?! CIUIIKOM 3TOMCTUYHO C TBOEH
CTOPOHHEI! — yOpaB pyKy, OH IIOAOIIEN K Hell, TOJHSIB ee JIUIO0 3a MoAO0POAOK U BhICKa3aJsl BCe PSIMO
B JIUI0.— JroucTuyHa? [la, BOBMOXKHO, 3TO U TaK, HO He Tebe 00 9ToM roBopuTh! Ecnu Gbl He TBOU
YyBCTBA, THI OBL... — IIOHKUMasi, YTO TOBOPUT TO, YETO He CTOMJIO, OHa OCEKJIach ¥ 3aMoJiyasia Ha
HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi. — MgeM masnblie, — OTBEPHYBIIKUCH OT ITapHS, OHA Iolia Buepea.— UpeM... — He
IIOHMMas CTOJIb Pe3KOU ITepeMeHb], OH ITOCIeNoBa 3a Hell.OTa mapoyKa yKe YeTBepThIi ieHb 6e3
eOUHOY MEPEHIIIKY MyTEeUIeCTBYET 110 TpocTopaM Ambix ['0p. ITOT asiblif CHET, YTO ellle COBCEM
HeIaBHO Ka3aJICsl UM IUKOBUHHBIM U NIPEKPACHLIM, TETlePh BHI3BIBAJI TOIBKO OTBPAIEHHE U YCIIen
IIOPSIOKOM ITOfHAaM0ecThb. YeThipe mHS 0e3 bl 0€3yCI0BHO MOXKHO OBIJIO IPOAEPKATHCS, HO 0€3 BOIH
3TOT CPOK, YYUTHIBAS UX ITOCTOSTHHYIO aKTUBHOCTD U IIpUJIaraeMble YCUIIUS, — MPaKTU4eCKu
HEBO3MOXKHO. Ha ux cuacThe, MoBCiofy OBIII0 OTPOMHOE KOJIMYEeCTBO CHETa, KOTOPOTO C KaXKIbIM JHEM
CTaAHOBUJIOCH BCce Ooibiiie U OosbIiie. briarogaps ToMy, 4YTO 9TOT ajiblii CHET Tasijl HECKOIbKO MUHYT
[laXke COrpeBaeMBIi TEIJIOM YeJIoBeUeCKOro Tesa, 00a UCI0JIb30BaJii €T0, KaK CBoeoOpa3Hbie
nefeHIE. Majo TOTo, YTO CHET'OM OHM YTOJISINIU KaX Ay, V Hero ObLI ellle U cruelnuduyeckuil BKycC,
HEYTO CpefHee MeXAY MSICOM T'OBAIUHbL U KYPUHEIM MSICOM. XOTSI CHET U IIPeBpalllaiCs B KUOKOCThH B
TeueHue HeCKOJIbKUX MUHYT, OHU OBITIK pafel 1o6asoBaTh CBOM BKYCOBHIE penienTophl. Ho,
pasyMeeTcs, TaK IPOJoJIKaTh OO0 Helb3s1. YeM [ajibllie OHHU IIUIM, TEM BeTEP CTAHOBUJICS BCe
X0JI0fHee, a Ka3aBIlasics MJII0COBas TeMiepaTypa, CMeCcTUach, CHadasa, 6JMxKe K HyJII0, a 3aTeM
yita B 0671aCTh OTPULIATEIbHBIX 3HaYeHuH. Ellle mapa gHEN TaKuX «IPUKIIIOYEHU», CKOPee BCETO,
yoreT ux. O6a 3TO mpeKpacHO MOHUMAaJIK U 0CO3HaBa/IM TSXKECTh CBOEH CUTyalluy, HO UM He
0CTaBaJIOCh HUYETo MHOTO, KpoMe KaK MITH BIiepef, B Hafexk/e HaTKHYThCS Ha KaKoe-HuOymb
nocesnenue. OHU Hafles/IUCh JIUIIb Ha 3TY CYACTIUBYIO CIy4alHOCTD U IIJIK BIIepe[ mouTH 6e3
ocTaHoBOK.Bckope Ha Anvle ['opEl onycTunack Houb. M3-3a IJIOTHOU CTEHBI CHETa, He XKeJlaBlien
IIyCKaTh IOCJIefHNE Iy4YX CBeTa, HOYb 3/1eCh HAaCTyIlala HeCKOIbKO paHbline. C HACTYIJIEHUEM HOYH,
13 CBOMX HOP B CHETY BHIOMPanoch 60bII0oe KOTMYECTBO Pa3HOM KUBHOCTHU. K 60OJIBIIOMY CYaCThIO
TIapOYKY, Ha UX IIYTH ellle He BCTPEYasoCch HU OHOTO XUIIHUKA, 10 KpaltHeN Mepe TeX XUITHUKOB,
KOTOPHIE MOTIX OBl HAallaCTh Ha YeJIOBEeKa U COXKpaTh ero. M, KaxeTcs, ¢ HUMM 3TOT0 HUKOI'a He
cnyuutcs. [TomHSABIINCH B HEOOBIYIO0 TOPY, OHU CYMEJIH pa3TJIsSAeTh TYCKJIIbIM CBET JOMOB, C TPYAOM
TpoOuBaBIIKKCS Yyepe3 cHer. CBET el OTTYMa, TOe BUMHEIICS BLICOKUM XpeOeT ropsl, 3aKphIBaBIINM
BSIJIBIE JTy4M JecsiTKa JIyH. [loy4uB ele 0fHO yOeouTeNnbHOEe 0Ka3aTelbCTBO TOTO, YTO 9TO FTOPHOE
n1aTo, OHM 06a OTIPaBUINCH HABCTPEYY TYCKIOMY CBeTy. Mx pamocTu He Oblio mpepnena. [Tocie
YyeThIpex OHEeU MyTH B HeM3BECTHOCTb, OHU BCe-TaKU HALIIN 00UTENb IUBUIU3AIMU. MecTo, I'ie UM,
BO3MOZKHO, HaliieTcsd MecTo. Byay4u HacTOJIbKO CHACTJIMBHIMU CBOEM HeOOIbIION yaaye, UMU ObLITA
COBEPIIIEHHO 1103a0bITH IIpaBuiia cOOCTBeHHOU Oe3omacHocTU. [Tapoyka Oexkasa ¢ TOphl HACTOIHKO
OBICTPO, YTO MM Ka3aJIoCch OYATO OHU JOCTUTJIM CKOPOCTH CBETAa M MOTYT CHIO JKe CEKYHIy OKa3aThCs
y OEePEBHHU, OTHU KOTOPOH Bupenu. KoHeuHo, 3To ObIJI0 He TaK. Majo TOro, CKOHLIEHTPHPOBABIIKCh
TOJILKO Ha CBOEHU Ile/iy, OHU He YCJIBIIANy U He 3aMeTUIN OBUXKEeHNe B CHeT'y. BHe3amHo
BBINIPHITHYBIIAS TBApb, CBOMM BUOM HaAIllOMUHABIIIAs 3[OPOBYIO PHIOY C HE MeHee MaCCHBHBIMU



KJIEITHSIMHY, Yoapuila HaXOJUBIIYIOCS OlUXKe K Hel NeBYIIKY. YIapoM KIIeITHEeH, TBaph pacceKma
IIPaBYIO PYKY [OEBYIIKY, MPaKTUYECKU OTHAEIUB YaCTh PYKU OT TeJjla, a CBOEX OTPOMHOM IaCThi0 OHa
BITMJIACh B TaJINI0, 00XBATUB ee M0OpPYI0 MOJIOBUHY.— A-a-a-a-a-T-X! — mMpo3By4as 60JIe3HEHHBIN KPUK
neBymku.— Ong?! Yto ciayunnock?! — npups B cebs 0T KpuUKa OEBYIIKH, TapeHb IIOTOPOIIMIICS K
Hell.3aMeTHB OTPOMHYIO TBaph, BIIUBIIYIOCS B TEJIO AEeBYIIKH, KOTOpas IOTepsijia CO3HaHMeE OT II0Ka,
IIapeHb 3aMaxXHYJICs, B IIOIBITKE yIapUTh [10 TOJI0BE Yy[OBUILA, HO €r0 KyjlaK CTOJIKHYJICS C
KnelrHen. [Ipo3Bydas rpOMKUM XPYCT, KaK KOHEYHOCTH 000MX COTIEPHUKOB OKa3aIuCh MMOBPEKIEHHL.
[laxxe HeCMOTpPS Ha CJIOMaHHBIE KOCTHU IIPaBOU PYKH, ITapeHb He MellIKas HaHeC yaap JIeBOH, IomnaB
TOYHO B I'J1a3 MOm00Us XUITHOM PHIOUHEI. 3aMaxHYBIINCh BHOBB, OH IIJTAHUPOBAJI HAaHECTH ellle OfUH
yhap, HO KJIEIIHSI OCTAHOBHUJIA ero yaap, 06XBaTHUB PYKY 3a KUCTh. YyBCTBYSI HEBEPOSITHYIO 60b U
3JI0CTh, ITapeHb BCKUHYJI IIPaBYI0 PYKY U 3aKpudan:— COOXHU, 4YepTOBa TBaph! — U HaHEC yAap
IpsIMO B r'1a3.Kak-To CTpaHHO TO JIM 3aphiyaB, TO JIM 3aBHIB, phIOMHA OTIYCTHIIA NEBYIIKY ¥ HBIPHYIA
07l CHeT, 4TOORI Yepes Mmapy CeKyHM 0Ka3aThCs 3a MapHeM. YCIIhIIaB a0kl XpyCT CHETra, OH
TIOBEPHYJICS Ha3al, HO CMOT JIMIIb YBUIETh OTPOMHYIO KJIEIIHIO0, KOTOPas HOJIKHA Obla BIEMUTHCS
eMy IIpsIMO B ronoBy. He ycneB gaxe momyMaTh O CMEPTH, OH IIOTIBITAJICS YBEPHYTLCS B CTOPOHY, HO
pa3Mep KJIellHU OBIJT HACTOJIBKO BEJIMK, YTO IIPOBEPHYTH MTON00HOE TPAaKTUYECKH He ITPENCTaBIISIOCh
BO3MOXKHBIM. Ero roj10Ba BOT-BOT [I0I2KHA OblNTa OBITH CHaBlIeHa OTPOMHOM KITeITHEW WHOMUPHON
pHIOBI-Kpaba, KakK HECKOIBKO JTy4dei cBeTa BPe3a/lucCh B KJIEIIHI0, Pa3BOPOTUB ee. Uepe3 MIHOBEHHUE,
ellle HECKOJIBKO JIy4eH, KOTOphIe M0 ¢hopMe HallOMUHANKA KOPTHUKHU, CTOJIKHYIUCDH C TEJIOM OTPOMHOMU
PBIOBI, TIOJIOKUB €€ KM3HU KOHeIl. Y TKHYBIIUCDH B3TJISIIOM B MEPTBYIO TYIIIY PHIOHI, ITapeHb
yNBIOHYJICS, KaK CyMacIledinii, MeajieHHO o6opaunBasiCh B HallpaBJIeHUH, OTKYya MIpUIeTeIn
CITaCHUTeJIbHBIE CHapsObl.— TH B mopsake? Bce HOpManbHO? — B €TI0 TOJI0OBE OB CIIBIIIIEH 3HAKOMBIH
€My O4€eHb IaBHO ronoc.— He MoxKeT ke ObITh..?— Ji, TH KaK? — c037laB HeOOIbIIYI0, HO OYEHD
SIPKY10 chepy CBeTa, CIIPOCUJI €T0 CITACUTENb.— ... KOnsH..! 9T0 XKe TH..!— A? — mosy4ille pasrisaneB
JIUI0 CIIaCeHHOTO0, MOJIOIOM Mar OBlI OYeHb CUIbHO yauBieH. — Cepera! 3to Tel! He MoxkeT OLITH!
A..? Tlomoxkmu, uTo ¢ To6oi?! He Tepsit Co3HaHKE, ThHI CIIBIIIHUIIG?! ...

* * *

[Tocpenu HEOOBIIOTO KyCOYKa MTePEKUBIIET0 Pa3Bep3Ierocs 3meck OyiHcTBa MOIITHOM 9HEPT U
cHera, nexan [lenuc. Ero gpixaHue ObII0 CTAaOUIBHO OTCYTCTBYIOIINM, JIEBAST PyKa IOJTHOCTHIO
OTCYTCTBOBAJIa, CJIOBHO IIPOCTO MCIIapPUBIIKCh. Ero Haroe TeI0 3aMeTHO CKYKOXKHUJIOCh, Oyaydn
3aXKapeHHBIM [0 KOpo4yKu. Ho HeCMOTPS Ha BCe 3TO, B €ro Tejie YTO-TO ABUTaJIOCh, IBITAsICh HAUTH
BHIXO[. [IBUKEHME 3TOr0 He4YTO IPOL0JIKaJI0Ch [eJIbIX ATk JHEeH, II0Ka He CIIy4YUI0Ch HEUTO
ctpanHoe. Teno JleHrca HAKPBIJIO KaKoe-To momobue Kymoiia, KOTOPOe YKPHIJIO er0 OT CHera U 0O4YeHb
OBICTPO PACTOIMIIO BECh MTOKPOB, HAKPHIBABIINY COXKKEHHOTO IapHs. Yepe3 mapy MUHYT, U30 pPTa
IeHKca BEIPBAJICS CKPOMHEIM (POHTAH KPOBH, IIOJTHOCTHIO OCBOOOMMBIIIKY OPTaHU3M OTO BCEX
xupkocreu.Eme yepes nmapy 4acos, TeJIO IapHs CTPaHHO IIOJACKOYHUIIO, a U3 er0 OBIPH B €ero IpyaH,
TIOSIBUBILIENCS U3 HUOTKY/Ia, HayaJio BEIXOAUThL HEUTO OpaH&KeBoe, 00JIbHO IT0X0Kee Ha KOMOK XKeJle.
9T0 OblTa MaKepa — Maru4eckoe CO3[MaHue, YTO MUTAETCS IIJIOTHIO0 U KOCTSIMU CBOUX JKEPTB.
Komouex xkesernomo0HOT0 CYIeCcTBa, Ka3anoch, ObIT 04eHb pajl 0Ka3aThCsl CHAPYXKM YKe MEePTBOT0
Tejla, B KOTOPOM He HaXOAuJI HUYero alnleTUTHOT0, HO OKa3aBIIKCh CHAPYKH, MaKepa faxe He
ycIesia HU4ero oco3HaTh, Kak Oblsla morjoileHa. KeM, ueM, KakuM CIioco00M — HUYEro U3 9TOT0 He
Ob110 MOHSATHO. KOMOK 2KeJie Nulllb UCUe3, PaCTBOPUBIIKCEH B IPOCTPAHCTBE. A Teno [leHKca, BMECTeE C
TeM, HadaJio Me[JIeHHO, HO BEPHO MEHATHCS, BO3BPAIasiCh K CBOEMY HOPMAJIbHOMY, «KUBOMY»
COCTOSIHMIO.— A-a-y-X, K-Xe-K-Xe-K-Xe, — Pe3K0 BCKOYHII OH, y2Ke IOYTHU IIECTh JHEH CIIyCTH IIOCIie
CBoeu cMepTu. — YTo mpousonuio? I'me Bce? — 03upasich II0 CTOPOHAM, 3afaBajl OH BOIIPOCY CaMOMy
cebe.ITouyBCTBOBaB CTPAHHBIE OINYIIEHUS B CBOEH JIEBOM PyKe, OH IIOCMOTpPEIT Ha Hee. IlomeBenus
KaXkIBIM IaJIblieM, IIOBEPHYB HECKOIBKO pa3 KUCTh, CKaB KyJlaK ¥, HAaKOHel], 3By4HO XPYCTHYB
KOCTAIIIKAMMU IIaJIbIl€B, OH y6e111/mc;{ B TOM, 4YTO C ero JIeBOH pYKOﬁ BC€ B IIOJTHOM IIOPsAOKE. HMeHHO
9TO OH U HaXOAUJI CTPAHHBIM.«3JTa OpaHKeBas IITyKa TOYHO MPOHUKIIa BHYTPh MEHS U COXKpaJjia Imapy



MOUX KOCTeH U pyKy. Tak nmouyeMy BCce HOpMaJIbHO?», — HefoyMeBaJl oH.E1lle pa3 BHUMaTEIbHO
IIOCMOTPEB Ha CBOIO PYKY, OH IT0XKaJl Ijie4aMy U CIIOKOMHO IOLIeNI B TOM HalpaBjieHWH, OTKy[a OHU
npunuid. [1o mopore, oH 00HAPYKHUIT COXKKEHHOE TeJI0, HO HECKOJIbKO BeJIMKOBATOE U JIUIITh
OT[aJIeHHO HallOMUHAaBIIIee YejaoBedeckoe. Eme ganbliie, U3 IIOM alloTO CHera Topyana pyka, Kak
oKa3zanocs, Humnanu. ['me-To 4yTh MOOAasb MOKOUIOCH ellle HECKOIbKO OECSATKOB TeJl, KOTOPHIE, II0 eT0
BOCIIOMUHAHUSM, IPUHAAIeXany NoquYruHeHHBIM MaraM Huprkxa. Camoro ke Huprkxa oH TyT He
0o0HapPYyXKuJI, CAeNlaB MPaBUIbHBINA BEIBO O TOM, UTO TOT YCIIEIIHO BEPHYICSA. «M 4TO MHE Telephb
menath? Ecnu s nexan TyT, cpeou TPYoB, a HUPrKX, MOMKHO GBIThH, BEPHYJICS, TO S OKa3aJICs eMy He
HyXeH? Wy s HedCTBUTENIbHO yMep..?», — [leHuC COBEPILEHHO 3alyTalics, He IIOHUMas, 4YTO
IIPOUCXONUT.~BEepPHO MBICTUIIL~ — HEOXHUIAaHHO BO3HUK I'0OJI0C B €ro ronose.«4Yto? Kakoro
yepra?»~He nyratics T Tak. A Te0s K XXKU3HU BEPHYJI, MEXIY IPO4YuM, 4esioBeK~ «THI elle
KT0?!»~TOT, KTO mapyeT Tebe COBEPIIEHHO HOBYIO KU3Hb! ~«A..? Yero?!»
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