pems NeTUT He3aMeTHO. Emé nHéM Po3a BepoIOMHO 3allIBEIpHY/IAa MEHS B UPe3BHIYalHO OMACHHIH,
KUIIAILUY CBUPENBIMU MOHCTPaAMU JieCc, HO He yCIIeN 51 3aMeTHUTh, KaK y2Ke HaCTyIula Houyb. U certyac
OT[BIXAl0... B OMHUX TPyCax, CUMAS Ha TOJICTOM BETKe [epeBa, BO3BHILIAIOIIENCS Hall 3eMJIEN Ha
OOCTAaTOYHOM PAaCCTOSHUM, YTOOLI MEHST HE NOCTAJIU IUKHUE 3BEPH.

[Tpo1io HeCKOIbKO YacoB Mmoce 3axofa conHia. Cyas 10 CTemeHH IIyCTOTEL MOET0 XKeJyaKa, MOTy
IIPENINOJIOKUTE, YTO celyac okoio 8 unu 9 Bedepa. Bokpyr KpomeliHas TbMa. EMUHCTBEHHBIN
MCTOYHUK CBEeTa - JIyHa B HeOe, B HECKOJIbKO pa3 0oJiblIasi, 4eM B IIPeKHEeM Mupe. BpeMs 0T BpeMeHH
C Pa3HBIX CTOPOH Pa3Ha€ETCs BOM, PEB U I'PO3HEBIM IyM. HaBepHO HOYHEIE MOHCTPHEI aKTUBHUYAIOT.

— ...JaXe OrOHb Pa3)kKeYdb He MOTY.

EcTh HEMaIas BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO MOHCTPHI Cpa3y XkKe 3aMeTAT, €CIIU S pa3Befy OTOHb. ECTh, KOHEUHO,
Y BEPOSITHOCTh, UTO OTOHBb UX UCITyTaeT... HO UMeeTcs apyras 6onee Kputudeckas mpobieMa. B
OTPOMHOM PIOK3aKe OKa3aIuCh HECKOIBKO CYXITaluKOB, (jigra c BOJOM, EMKOCTBIO C
IIOJIyTOPaIUTPOBYIO OYTHIIKY, HOXK C JIe3BUeM 0K0JI0 20 CAaHTUMETPOB U OJIOKHOT C MUChbMEHHBIM
nmepoM. Mmenno! Huuero, yem MoxkHO ObllI0 OBI pa3BECTH OT'OHB, B PIOK3aKe He 0Ka3asnoch. OmHAKo,
He 0KHuMall, 4To OOJIBIIYI0 YaCTh MeCcTa B CyMKe OyoyT 3aHMMaTh IIa4yKy cyxmnaika. Her, g He
JKaJyIoCh... Be[lb He MIPUAETCS O0SITHCS TOJIONHOTO KOHIIa. MOXKHO JIM CKa3aTh, YTO CUTYyalUs
HOpMaJin30Baaach?

— Jla Hudura nogobHoro!— CnydaiiHo BEIPBAIOCH U30 PTa.

Kak YZ&Ke CKa3all, B OAHHBIM MOMEHT £ CHXY Ha BETKE IepeBa B OMHHUX TPYyCaX U C PIOK3aKOM Ha
cnuHe. braro, BeTo4ka [OCTAaTOYHO TOJICTAsd, YTOOBI BEIJEP2KATh BEC MEHS U PIOK3adKa.

[Tocne BHe3amHOT0 CTONKHOBeHUS ¢ ['pann 'pusnu u gByms bmio ['puanu, Havanuch MoOETyLUIKY 110
necy. Becénbiii MapadoH o mepeceyeHHON MECTHOCTH IIPOMIOIKAJICS Ha IPOTAKEHUU TPEX YaCOB,
II0Ka [I0 MEHS He [OoIljla MPUYKHa, T0YeMy He MOTY OTOPBAThCS OT 3TUX CTAlIKePOB-MeBenel, Kak
ovicTpo OBl HU Oeras Uy Kak Obl ICKYCHO HU IPSTancs. dTa Ipu4YKHa Obljla B MOEM 3amaxe. Pa3 Tax,
TO S1 CMEHUJ HalpaBjieHue 6era 1 OTIIPaBUJICS Ha MMOMCKYU PEYKH, 03epa UJIM OPYroro BogoEMa.
Jlyummii crioco0 n36aBUTHCS OT 3allaxa - CMBITh €r0 BOfOoM. [10BOJIEHO OBICTPO HapBajCs Ha BOJOIaN
u 6e3 Koye6aHu CUTaHYJI B HETO.

B utore ot MefBeKaTUHHI YUTH YAAI0Ch, HO BCS OfeXK/Ia IIOJIHOCTHIO TPOMOKJIa ¥ TeTephb COXHET. A 4
B TPyCaxX CHUXKY B OTHOCUTEJIbHO 6€30I1aCHOM MeCTe U XKy .

Hapo ompemenuThcs ¢ ganbHeHumMy neicTBusiMu. OuHaNbHas Ieb SICHa - 3aBalMTh TOTO ['paH[
['puanu. Brnarogapst ©3HYPUTENbHEIM TPEHUPOBKAM BEIHOCIIMBOCTH TETEepPhb Y MEHS XOTb 0TOABIISH, da
¥ CUJTYIIKY TpruOaBuiock. [Ipo6iemMa B TOM, YTO U3-3a CTECHUTENIFHOTO XapaKTepa sl He MOTy



peann30BaTh B MIOJTHOU Mepe CBOI0 CHUIIYHIKY. Torga 4to menatw?

— Cenyac y MeH4 €CTb...

Hoxx, 6710KHOT 1 PYy4Ka. XM... HY, AJId Ha4adlla Hagel eH.Ié He BRICOXINTHE HITAaHBI ¥ IIPUIEITUII Ha HUX
HOZXK.

— [Ins mo6enmsl HAMO JTy4ille TIO3HATHL Bpara... He 3psi XK TOBOPSIT: «KTO BllafieeT UH(PpOpMaIen - TOT
BIAJ€eT MUPOM».

Yro pmanblie menaTh pelrui. Tenepb Halo OpraHu30BaTh CBOIO 6a3y. CoOOCTBEHHO, TYT IOBOJILHO
XOpoIIlee MEeCTO... PSOM eCTh HCTOYHUK BOMIbl. HEMHOTO TPEBOKHO Ha CUET IIapa3uTOB BHYTPH, HO
OCTAETCSI MOJIUTHCS, YTO MX TaM HET.

— JTOBOJIbHO CKBEPHHBIM CTapT... HO CAABaThLCS 1 HE HaMepeH!

OkyTan Bcé Teno cnaboii nenedHOM Maruen, YTOOb CHATH YCTAIOCTh. A, HO ITepef 3TUM......... s B3S1I
HOXK ¥ Hallapalaj 3apy0oK Ha BEeTKe.

— IlepBLIl O€HB...

Tak HavalIoCch MOE OIMHOKOE CpakeHue B 3TOU BpakmeOHOU cpefie.

92 % A%

Ha cnenmymomiee yTpo, 3aTONKaB B KeIYO0K XKECTKUN U 0€3BKYCHBIM CYXIa€K BOOOM u3 (siru, s
Hauenus ¢yTOoKy, IITaHbl ¥ HOXKUK Ha I0SIC, TOCJIe Yero CJe3 C IepeBa fia IOMO0JI3 B IPUCIOKY
BI1yOb Jieca. PasymeeTcs, 3aCyHyB B KapMaH OJIOKHOT C IIEPOM, Tak YTOOH! B JII0O0M MOMEHT UX
MOZKHO OBLJIO MOCTATh.

— ...TIe 9Tu ragn?

OcraBnsis Ha IePeBbIX METKU HOXKOM, ST OCTOPOXKHO OTIPABUIICS BriTyOb. HOUbO S XOPOIIEHBKO
0OMBIJICS B BOIOEME, TI0O9TOMY 3alaxa He [IOIKHO OBIJI0 OCTaThCA... HO CTpaX ObITh 00HAPYKEHHBIM
MeHS He TOKUIal.



B aToM ntecy o0uTaeT MHOTO APYTUX MOHCTPOB, momMuMo ['paup I'pusanu wnu bmo ['pusmu. OpHaKo
MHe T0Ka BCTpeyauCh UMb MUlllaHu. Hy, paHo UK MO3[HO HAaTOJKHYCh Ha KOT'0-TO, X04Y S TOTO
WY HeT.

—?1 3t0... XKe€...

OOHapyxui TpH 3apyOKa Ha JepeBe, CIOBHO KaKOK-TO 3Bepb TOUMJI CBOU KOTTH 00 Kopy. Cyns 1o
pasMepy CefioB, BeJIMKa BEPOSITHOCTh, YTO OCTABUII ux BUepamnuil ['pann I'pusnu. [JanbHeime
IencTBUS He00OXOMMO COBEPIIATh C MaKCUMaIbHOM OCTOPOXKHOCThI0. CoOpaB BCIO CMEJIOCTD B KyJIaK,
s HaMepeBaJIiCsl MPOAOJIKUTH JBUXKEHNe, HO BHE3alHO KYCTh, HaXO[UBILIKECS BIepeay, Hadasu
IIypIIaTh.

— 2

Tam uTo-TO mpuTaunoch?! 3aTauB AbIXxaHUE S JOCTAI HOX U MeIJIEHHO Hayall MpubIuXKaThCs K
MCTOYHUKY 3BYyKa. Beck 106 MOKPEINICS XOIOAHBIM ITOTOM. Pe3KUM IBUXKEHUEM CTED IIOT BMECTE C
TPEBOXKHBIMU MBICIISIMH... €CJIH OKaXKeTCsI KaKOMU-TO CBUPEILI 3BEPh - TYT XKe JaM aepy. Ho Hazo
yOemuThCS, YTO UMEHHO IIyPILIUT...

HpOl"J'IOTI/IB CIIIOHY, S OPOXKAIMNMHU PYKAMHU PDA3ABHUHYII BETKHU KYCTOB U YBUIIEIL B FJ'IY6I/I...

— Kro...

...YEPHBI KOMOK LIEPCTH.

— 3TO0 4TO 3a... KPONUK, ga?

KoMmKOM miepcTy 0Ka3ajics YEPHBIM KPOIUK. B SHIMKIIOMeAuy MOHCTPOB, KOTOPYIO Bhilana Po3a Ha
O03HAKOMJIeHHE, 0 TAKOM HUYEro He ObIJIO HAamKCcaHO. MajleHbKUHM YePHOIIEPCTHIN KPOJIUK C
O0onbIIMMY YIIKaMU, TOPYAIIIMU K BepXy, KaK aHTeHHBL. ITOT KPOJIUK Cerlyac Io4yeMy-To
HETIOABUKHO JIEZKUT Ha 3eMJie U Kaj00HO CMOTPUT Ha MEHS CBOMMHU aJIbIMU TJla3KaMHu.

BombImme Kpyribie riaas3ky... TyIUCTHN XBOCTUK... 6€300MIHBIN BUI... CAMOOTBEPKEHHO IILITAsICh HE
IOJINaBaTHCS MUJIOBUIHOMY OYapOBAHMIO 3TOT0 MaJIeHbKOT0 KpacaB4yMKa, s OBICTPO OTJISMIEN ero.

— ToI 4TO, MOPAHUICS TOE-TO?

— K10,— KUBHYJ KPOJIUK.

Ilaxe He 6YI[y YOUBJIATBCA TOMY, YTO OUKUH 3BE€PL IIOHNMAET 9YEJIOBEYECKYIO PE€Yb. A B uaoM MHpe...
HEeT 'apaHTHH, 9TO HpI/IBbI‘{HI:IfI MHE 3JIpaBBIfI CMEBICJI BEPEH. BmecTo sToro HpI/I6J'II/ISI/IJ'IC5{ K KPOJIUKY,
YTOORI BHEMATEJILHO OCMOTDETH, I'le OH ITIOPAaHMUJICA, U CPa3y 3aMeTHJI KPOBaBEI€ CII€El Ha JIallKaX...



HEYKeId ero IOApand MOHCTPHI?

— He prinaiics.

¢ mpucTaBUI PYKY U CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAJl Ha HEU CBETIIO-3eJIEHOE CBeUeHre Maruu. HecKobKO CeKyH
TaK Ioaepkan u yopas, OT paHKU He 0CTanoch u cnefa. O, Tak BOT OH - pe3yJIbTaT MOUX TPEHUPOBOK.
Io 9TOro MoMeHTa UCIOJIb30BaJl Maruio UCIeJIEHNS TOJILKO Ha ce0sl, ¥ He 0XKUMall, YTO y Heé Takou

cunbHEIA 3(PeKT. TONBKO NIPUMEHUB Ha KOM-TO APYTOM, B IIOJIHOK Mepe 0CO3HaJl €6 HEBEPOSTHOCTS...

— Bcé€, moxents yberats. beperu cebs,— ¢ 3TUMU CIOBaMU 5 OTAAIUICSA OT Kpojuka. Eciu 4ecTHO,
O4YeHb XOTeJI0Ch 3a0paTh ¢ co60l TaKoe 04apoBaTeIbHOE CYLIECTBO, HO MOS 1IeJib - 3aBajIuTh [ paHy
'pusnu. BpeMeHU yMUIaThCA KPOJIUKOM HETY.

OpHako, yeM OOJIbIIIE S OT HETO OTHASANICS, TeM OO0JIbIlle OH IPUOIUKAJICSI KO MHe. f caenar mar
Ha3aj, KPOJIMK CHesall IBa Ilara Buepen. PaccTosHrue MeXOy HaMU He yBeNMU4uiaock. 3? Kak 3To
IIOHUMATL?

— Beru npous! Ecnu Oymelns HaXOAUTHCS PSIAOM CO MHOM, TO PUCKYelllb OBITh aTaKOBaHHBIM ['paHp
['pusnu. Unu 3Haels, e OH celyac HaXOgUTC?

— ...K10!

CoBHO TOBOPSI: «CJIEyI0 3a MHOM», 3BEPEK NEPHYIJI CBOUM [AJTUHHBIM YXOM U ITOCKaKas B KYCTHI. 1,
KOHEYHO, He Anuca, 970 He CTpaHa Uyzec, fa 1 9TOT KPOJIKMK He OeJbli, HO peIuy I0CcIefoBaTh 3a
HUM. OTOMY 3BEPBKY MOXKHO I0BEPATh. HUKaKMX OCHOBaHUM HET, HO g II0YEMY-TO TaK PEIInJI.

— Kio-10-10!

Kpons GecirymMHO ckakan 1o jecy. [Ipy4éM ¢ Takod yBePeHHOCTHIO... 8, 3aMeTHJI, YTO ero YIIU-
AQHTEHHBHI BCE 3TO BPEMS CMOTDPENH B OOHY CTOPOHY. HeyXkenu peanbHO BEIIONHAIOT QYHKIUN
AQHTEHHBI UJIX Yero-To Bpofe pafapa? [pyroro o0bsCHEHHUS TaKOMY IIOBEIeHUIO 1 HAUTU He CMOT.

ITocne mecsaTu MUHYT ClIefOBaHUA 3a KPOJIMKOM MaJIBIIIT OCTAaHOBHUJICA.

— TulI yero?

— Kio! Kro!

— Ya?! T-tuI uero?!

BHe3amHo oH B300pascs o HOre MHe Ha Iie4o. YépHas MEPCTKA HEMHOIO MOIeKOoTasla MEKY... ¥ OH



Ha yIUBJIEHUE OKa3aJiCs COBCceM He TaXKenbM. bnun! Yto ¢ HuM He Tak?! [ToyeMy HACTOIBKO MUJIOE
cymecTtB0?! 4 XKe He BHAEPKY.

Tem BpeMeHEeM KPOJIMK HAaKJIOHUJI YIIKHA Bnepéu, CJIOBHO YKa3bkIBad UMHU Ha 4YTO-TO...

— Kio!

— ...IIOCMOTpPETh TyHa?

bnuH, sTOT KPOJIKK PEAJIbHO IIOHUMAET 4eJIOBeYECKUH S3BIK. Hy, TaKOMYy MHUJIOMY CYIIECTBY
IIPOCTUTEJIbHO.

4 npo6Gpén Ha KopTax HEMHOTO BIIEPEN B yKa3aHHOM HaIlpaBlIeHUHU U HaTKHYJICS Ha IIy00KYI0
nelepy, y KOTOpo# Haxomunuck asa bito ['pusnu... u-u-u?!

— MwmmM!— Cam cebe 3aTKHYI pOT pyKaMu. Eciu ceiiuac BHIKPUKHY OT YOUBIIEHUS, TO
co0CTBEHHOPYYHO PacKpOI0 UM CBOE MeCTOIojIokKeHue. Tak 3To nelrnepa - ux 6epniora, ga?

— ...CHaCI/I60, TBI MEHS BEIPYYMNJI,— THUXHWM I'OJIOCOM IIPOIIEIITAl 4 3BEPHKY Ha IIJIeYde. KpOJ'II/IK
CTECHHUTEJIEHO I[épHYJ'I YIIKaMH. AX THI 3allpeesibHO Mujlasd CTECHAIIKA.

4 TyT Ke mocTas 6JI0KHOT ¥ IEPO.

— K1o?

— M? Xouenb 3HATh, YTO S Aesan?

Bepnory uenu s 06HapyKuJI, 3HaYUT OCTAJIOCh TOJIBKO OIHO. Pa3 B OTKPHITYIO C TEMU MOHCTPaMH I10
CHUJIE TSITAThCS He CMOTY, TO IpUAETCS OpaTh cMeKankoi. KTo BrnapeeT nHpopManuen, TOT BlafieeT
MHPOM, a 3HAYHUT...

— Beqny mHeBHUK HaOMIOmEeHUS.

Ia HaYHYTCS XKe HallM CMePTEeIbHEE HHGHOPMAalOHHEIE BOWHEI!
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