Iaxe ceryac 3TO OBIJIO TaK, XOTSI OHHU IIPOBOAVIIM JIHU BOAJIX APYT OT APYyTra ¥ Jaxe IMPefCcTaBUTh
cebe He MOTJIH, KaKOBO 3TO ObIJI0 GBI, eCiu ObI OHK OCTANTMCh BMECTE I0CTie CBage0HOi 1lepeMOHNH.
EnvHCTBEHHOE, UTO OHM 3HAJIM HaBEPHSKA, TAK 3TO TO, YTO JIIOAU BOKPYT HUX OyIyT OUYeHb YCTaBaTh.

- /1 yBepeH, 4TO OHU O0YE€Hb XOPOLLO IOUAYT JieAu Apum.

- Tak 5u 3T0? 4 C HETepIeHUeM KAy 3TOro, MUCTep Ac.

To nu oHa He momMHUNa, YTO KapuH u BaitoneT TiaTenbHO BHIOMPAK YKPAIIeHUs, TO JIU Iy4e3apHo
yNbIOHYTack cj1oBaM Aca 0 TOM, YTO OHM IOJOUAYT. 3aTEM CITyTU JOCTAJIK YKpalleHUs,
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE ACOM, KaK Oy[TO OXKUas e€ peaKIuy, ¥ OHU HEMHOTO OTJINYAJIUCh OT OPYTHX
KOpoOOK 10 hopMe U IIBETY.

- ...JTO Tak Kpacuso.

- 9TO BEPHO... BH JOJIKHEI OBII CHaYajIa IT0Ka3aTh HaM 3TO. I YyBCTBYIO, UTO MEI IIPOJIeJIain
HEHYKHYI0 PaboTy.

A yKpallleHusi, KOTOpble IPUTOTOBMI Ac, ObIIM TaKUMU SIPKUMU U KpacuBwIMU, uTo Kapun u Baiioner
He MOTJIM XKaJjioBaThCs. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, IeMCTBUTENIHHO JIU OH XOTEJI IPeBPaTUTh ApUIo B
OeJloCHEKHYIO HEBECTY, yKpallleHusl OB B OCHOBHOM OCHOBAHEL Ha 0eJIbIX ¥ IIPO3PavyHEIX
OpuninaHTax, HO Kaxpas feTasb Obljla HOCTAaTOYHO TOHKOM, YTOOR IPOU3BECTH BlledYaTIeHNUe.

-...51 He 3HAI0, MOT'Y JIX S 9TO CKa3aTh, HO Balre BricouecTBO HaclegHBIY IPUHII, BO3MOXKHO,
Iu3aliHep B Ka4eCTBe I0ApabOTKH.



- Y To ipaBpa. 4 yBepeHa, YTO y BaC BCE MOJIyYUTCS C CAMOT0 Hayasa. Bbl, HaBepHOe, 3aHATH
3aKa30M, MOTY 51 TOXKe CHesaTh 9T0? & X049y HOBBIM OJIOBHOM yOOp.

Ha BOIIPOC KapI/IH, CMeIIaHHHIH C 030PCTBOM M UCKPEHHOCTEIO, AcC OTBETHUII C U3BUHAIOLINUMCS
B3rjisigoM.

- Cnacu6o 3a Bamu goOphIe CJI0Ba, HO 5 HE X0UY AejlaTh YKpalleHus A7 OPYTUX XKeHIIUH, KpoMe
Jenu Apuu, O3TOMY, IOXKaIyyuCTa, IOUMUTE MEHS.

-...q BUXYy...

-...Ax, ga...

Onu ObITM MaTepbio U 6a0yIKoM Apun, 1 ecu Obl OH Hajl IOJI0KUTEIbHEIA OTBET, 9TO OBLIO0 OB
XOPOIIIO... HO OH PeIIUTeIbHO 0TKa3ascsa. TeM He MeHee, TPUYKMHA, 10 KOTOPOM OHY He HeHaBUOEeIH
ero, 3aKJII04aaach B TOM, YTO OHH YYBCTBOBAJIH, YTO AC TaK XK€ CHJIbHO 3aBHCEJI OT Apuu.

- Mucrep Ac...

Pe6€HOK, KOTOPOTO OHU JIIOOUTIN U 0 KOTOPOM 3a00THINCh, BCTPETUII TaKOT'O XOPOIIETro 4ejloBeKa, HO
KaK OHU MOIJIM HeHaBUeTh ero? B KoHIle KOHLIOB BaiioneT u KapuH, KOTOpEIe IPUIUIA K
II0JIOKUTEJIPHOMY BBIBORY, HEMHOI'O IIOCMESINIUACH IIPY BUIe Apuu, KOTOpas C JIETKUM CMYIIeHuEeM
6una Aca 10 pykKe.



- 9T0 OBITIO pellleHo, HO ToueMy OBl BaM He IOnpo0oBaTh?

- Ha, Apusi, s 6l X0Tesa YBUAETh Te0SI B 3TUX KPACUBHIX YKpallleHUsX. Brino 6b1 X0poIo, ecnu 05t
MOY MyXK ¥ XJIOM YBUOEJH 3TO, HO S He 3HAl0, YTO JIe/laeT UX TAKUMU 3aHATHIMU, UTO UX HET IIEJIEIMU
IHSIMU.

BaiiosieT mocouyBCTBOBaJIa ABYM MYyXKYKWHAM.

- I Toxe X049y MOCMOTPETH, KaK BEI UX HaJl€HETE.

Hab6miogast 3a aTuiM, Ac ToxKe OBITT OBOJIEH U ITONTBEPIUIL.

U ApI/IH TOXKe€ PelIniia HageTh YKPAIIeHNWs, IO3TOMY OHa KMBHYJIA U HAIlpaBUJIaCh K HHUM.

Opuaxko BationeT, KoTopasi BHE3AIIHO MOAOIIIA K ACy, oJjapuiia ero Tyde3apHoy y/IbIOKOW U Bejesa
€My BHIUTH.

- Mue xkanp, HO Bamie BricouecTBO HOIXKHEL CedYac yUTH.

-...4YTO BH UMeeTe B BULY?



Korpa Ac CMYU.IéHHO CIIPOCHII, BaiioyeT oTBETHIIA, CIOBHO 3TO OBITIO OYEHb €CTECTBEHHO.

- Pa3Be 9T0 He TpaguLIKs UMIIEPHUH - HEe BUIETh HEBECTY OO OHS IepeMOoHuu? S He 3Ha Kak y
IIPOCTOJIIOAWHOB, HO 5T IyMalo, YTO TaK [eflaeT 3HaTh. Kak Ovl10 OBl IeYaabHO, eciiu Okl Batie
BrICO4YeCTBO HACIIEMHBIN IPUHI] UMIIEPUH HAPYIIUJT TPATUIIUIO, YTOOR YIOBIETBOPUTE CBOM 3TOM3M,
KOTZla Bce eé€ cobmonaoT? 9 yBepeHa, UTO OHU OyOyT HEIOBOIbHEL. Bhl HE eIMHCTBEHHBIHM, KTO XOUET
II0OCKOpee YBUOETh KPaCUBYIO HEBECTY.

- ¢ mOMHI0, BBl CKa3ajiu, 4YTO ObITK 3[eCh, YTOOH YIOCTOBEPUTHLCS BO BCEM, U €CJIU BBl 3TO CHEJIANH,
BaM CJIelyeT BePHYThCS.

CyuiecTBoBaJIa TakKasl TPAguIKs, HO OHA He MOTJIa 3HATh, BCE JIU €€ cobonany, u faxe Ac, KOTOPHIH
BCE BpeMsi ObLT B UMIIepuy, He 3HaJ 00 aToM. HeT, ero 310 maxe He MHTEPECOBAI0. BO3MOXHO, He
TOJIBKO ACY, HO ¥ BCEM OCTAJIbHEIM 3TO OBIZIO HEMHTEPECHO.

"Tem He MeHee, TOUEMYy OHa F'OBOPHUT, YTO 5 [OJIKEH BEPHYTHCH...? ITO IIOTOMY, UTO S TBEPAO
OTKa3aJICs, TIOCKONIBbKY 51 He coOupaloch genaTh YKpalleHue I APYTrol XKeHIIUHE, KpoMe Apuu? 3T
aKT MaJIeHbKOU MecTu?"

U BCE xke mOoTpsiceHue OBITI0 BETTUKO.

- BepHo, g gymato, uto Bamewmy BricouecTBy crnenyeT cendac yuTHu.



Ac He 3HaJ, YTO CKa3aTh, IOTOMY 4YTO OH He IoayMas 00 9ToM, u faxe KapuH cornacunachk C
Bartioner.

- Jlemqu Apus...

B KoHI1e KOHIIOB AC Opocui Ha ApHIO CITACUTENIbHBIN B3TJISA, U IIPeXK/e 4eM OHa CMOIJla OTBETUTH, 3a
Heé 3To chaenana Kapus:

- Het Huuero 6osiee 6eCcCOBECTHOr0, YeM IIOKa3kBaTh 00pa3 10 YaCTsAM, ¥ IIOCKOJIBKY OCTaloCh He
TaK MHOT'O THEH, 5 JyMaio, YTo JIydIlle TI0Ka3aTh eMy HealbHOE IJIaThe, YKPaIlleHus, TPUIECKy U
Makusxk. Korga To 9T0 cuenaers, Ero BeicouecTBo OymeT TPOHYT, ¥ €CITH TH IIOKAXKEIb eMY
CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO 3a pas, ero BOJIHEHHEe CKOPO OCTHIHET.

KapuHs HeOpeKHO B3MaXHYyJIa BEEPOM.

"Kak s MOT'y He COTJIAaCUThCSI C HUMH, KOT'la OHM TaK JIMXOPA0YHO pa3roBapuBawT?"

9T0 OblsIa BCETO JIUIIL MEJIOYh - YBUAETH €€ B YKPAIIeHUSIX.

OT0 OBIJIO He TaK YK BaxkHO. BationeT u KapuH Tak CUJIBHO XOTeJH, YTOOH OHa OblIa Ha UX CTOPOHE,
TaK 4TO BEIOODP OB TOJIBKO OAMH. JTO Oblna HeOosbias mpockOa, KOTOPYIO Apusi MOTJia BEIIIOJIHUTD
IO TOTO, KaK IMOKMHYJIa CEMbI0 Mapku3a [InacTa, mpexe 4eM IIPOBECTH CBafle0HYIO [EPEMOHUIO.



- i3BuHUTE, MUCTEp Ac, HO BBl YBUUTE BCE B TOT [I€Hb, IOTOMY YTO OHU I'OBOPST, YTO €CTh TaKas
TPaOUITHS.

Ac BrITTISAIEN Ol"OpT-IéHHBIM eé OTBETOM, HO IIOTOM COTJIaCHUJICA W KUBHYII, KdK 6YHTO HHUYEero He MOT C
cobou nopenaTsh. Ka3amock, 4TO OH BOT Tak U BepHéTCH, HO...

- O, bBoxe mo1.

-...boxe!

OH KOPOTKO TI0IeIoBajl ApHIO B IIEKY, KaK OyATO HE MOT IIPOCTO VUTH.

-...YBUIUMCS B IeHb CBAbOHIL.

3aTeM OH BeXJIMBO IompoInascs ¢ Baiioner u KaprH, KOTopsle ObIIM YOUBIIEHB ¥ IPUKPBIIA PTH, U
KaK HU B 4éM He OBIBAJIO IMOKUHYI BeCTHOI0/Mb. OCTaBasiCh, ApHs IPUIIOKUIIA PYKY K IIEKe U
nmoKpacHesa. Badosnet u Kapun 3acTeHYMBO YIBIOHYIMCH, KaK O€BOYKH, ¥ MX B3BOJITHOBAsIa UCTOPHS

Aca, KOTOpHIM yKe YIIET.

- Kto 61 Mor mogymats, 4To Ero BeicouecTBO HacleqHBIN MIPUHIL - TAKOK YEJIOBEK?



-WAa, g YOUBJIEHA, YTO BPpEMSA OT BPEMEHMU CJIBIITY ¥ BHUXKY 3TO.

Bpemst mposeTesio Tak Xke ObICTPO, KaK U BCETMa, M0 JHS CBafbOBI, K COXKAIEHNIO Aca.

X X x

Ha cBapmb6e Aca u Apuu IPUCYTCTBOBANIA HE TOJBKO OBOPSIHE UMIIEPHH, HO ¥ HHOCTPAHHbIE JBOPSHE
Y 4JIeHBl KOPOJIEBCKOU CeMbU. ITO OBIIO OYE€Hb €CTECTBEHHO, IOTOMY YTO 3TO Oblyia CBafib0a
HaCJIEOHOTO IIPUHI[A, KOTOPHIH HOJKEH GBI CTATh CIEAYIOIIAM UMIIEPaTOPOM, a He 0OBIYHOM
KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMbHY BMIAJK OT LIEHTPA BJIACTH.

A Apus 6rinta 3Be3nort Mnepun u nBopssHKoM Kpoa, 1 maxe Bce gBopsiHe Kpoa mpucyTCTBOBaH,
IIOTOMY 4TO OBIJIO M3BECTHO, UTO OHa Oblla Jlegu U3 ceMby Mapku3a [Iuacta. OHU IpHUHECTH
OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO MTOOAPKOB, YTOOB! XOPOIIIO BHITTISIAETh Iepen Apue, u ciayraM
ViMIlepaTOpCKOTo 3aMKa IIPUXOIUIIOCh UMETh C HUMHU [ieJio 0e3 mepephriBa.

KoHeuHO, 3TOT0 CJIeoBaio 0XKUAATh, TIOTOMY YTO OHA OTIPABUIIA IPHUTJIAIIEHUS U IOJTyYHuIa OTBETHI,
HO OHH ITPHCJIAJIU CJIMIIKOM MHOT'0 ITOAaPKOB, II03TOMY CJIYTH He CIIajid BCIO HOYb, ITBITASICh
OpPraHM30BaTh WX 3a HECKOJIPKO THEH M0 HaIlMOHAIbHOM CBaIbOHI.

- {1 3aKOHYUII CO CBOEU [0JIeH, YeM 5 MOTY BaM IIOMOYb?

- Yxe? I'anc! TBost cKopocTh paboTH Tak BeICOKa! Torga s momporry pa3obpaTh ClefyIlyio 4acTh!



- Ia.

He Ovin uckmouenueM u I'aHc, paboTaBuiuii B IMImepaTopckoM 3aMKe.

OH pomxeH ObIT OBITH Ha CBafbOe C [I2KeccH, HO OHM He MOTJIA JaTh eMY OTHOXHYTh, TaK KakK ObITH
TaK 3aHATH. Tak 4TO OH OBLI IOTJIOIEH CBOEH paboToi, He BEICTABJISAS HAIlOKa3 CBOM yM, U [lxkeccu
IIPUIIJIOCH KAaTh APHUIO PSANOM C HEU.

Apus, omeTas cinyxaHKaMmu U3 MMrepaTopCcKoro 3aMka, 3afiajia BOIIPOC CBOEU CIIyXKaHKe:

- [Ixxeccu, pa3se ['aHCa BCE ellIe HET?

- 4 cnpiana, uTo 6apon bepOym ckopo npubynet, Ho ['aHCa BCE eIle 3[ech HeT.

Apwusi, Toxoxe, He 3Hasa, 4To ['aHc paboTan B MMmnepaTtopckoM 3amMke. OHa HUKOTTIa OBl He
nmogymaja, 4To 'aHc, KOTOPOTO OHa Tak MOAJepKuBaja, He CMOXKeT IIPUCYTCTBOBAThL Ha CBafib0e, Tak
KaK OH pa3bupal momapKu.

- Ixeccu?



Apwust 0CTOPOKHO crpocuia JIKecc, IIMPOKO PACKPHIB TJ1a3a, Kak OyaTo Y He€ pa3krpanoch
BOoOOpaxkeHue.

-...T'OJIBKO He TOBOPH MHE, YTO TEI IIOPBajla C HUM, HE TadK mm?

- O, "HeT! 9TOr0 HEe MOXKeT OHITh...! OH OUYEHBb MHUJI 10 OTHOLIEHHUIO KO MHe!
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