W Apus Mopruysa, He TOBOpPS HH CJIOBa, KakK OyATO HE MOTJIa TOBEPHUTH, UTO OH Ipuiésa. OHa goJro
He OTBOAMJIA B3TJISAAA, AyMasi, 4YTO Y He€ OBIIM TaJUTIoIHAIUY.

Haxe ecmu ObI OH OTIPABUIICS B IyTh IIOCJIE TOT0, KAaK IIPUIIIIO ITHCHMO, OH HEe CMOT OBl IIPUOBITE,
maxe ecyy OBl CKaKaJl BepXoM [IeHb ¥ HOub. OH He BrIeXasl Okl 3apaHee, 3Hasl, YTO OHa He BEPHETCH,
TaK YTO OCTABAJICS TOIBKO OIUH MyTh.

"Mcnonib30Basl CBOIO CUITY, YTOOHI IIEPEMECTUTHCS U3 uMIiepuu B Kpoa".

Apus Morja TOIbKO AyMaTh 00 9TOM, BUfS, YTO OH IPUHEC TOJIBKO OOJIBIION, HO IIPOCTOM GyKeT
I[BETOB, ¥ KOTa OHA ITOHSsJIa 9TO, OHA OPOCHUIIACh TIOCMOTPETh, BCE JIM C HUM B ITOPSIAKE, HE B CUIAX
KOHTPOJIMPOBAThH CBOM YBEIMYMBAIOIIMECS TIa3a.

- O, Boxke MoH, BH B ITIOPSIIKE, BCE XOPOILIO?

"TToueMy THI Takol Oe3pacCymHBINA?"

Ac, moHumasa CKprTBIfI CMEICJI B BEIPDA2KE€HHUH JIUId ApI/II/I, MSATKO YJ'IbIﬁHYJ'ICH u Here}KHO OTBETHUII.

- KoHneuHo, 4 B IopsaKe... OKa.

- O, Boxe moii...!



"Tloka? A moToM 1mo3xke OymeT xyxe?"

OHa He 3Ha/a, KaK pearupoBaTh, U He MOTJIa CKPHITh CBOETO CMYILIEHUS, IPUKPEIB POT PYKOM.

Tem BpeMeHeM Ac NIPOTSAHYT DHHU OYKET I[BETOB, @ 3aTEM IIOTSIHYJICS K HEW, KOTopas BCE ellle He
3HaJla, KaK pearupoBaTh, KOTZla €ro PyKH ObLIM CBOOOOHEI U JIETKHU.

- {1 BUfen Bac Tak NaBHO, ¥ MHe TaK I'PYCTHO, 4TO B TaK IJI0X0 oOpalaeTech Co MHOU. fl mpopenan
[OJIUH IyTh.

- Centuac He BpeMs BaM T'OBOPUTH ITO...

- Y, TOCKOJBKY s y2Ke OBIT 3[IeCh, ceiiuac MHe OO0JIbIle HeYero JeaTh. [JoKeH I 1 BepHYThca? K
COXKAJIEHHUIO, Y MEHS HEeT Ha 9TO CHJI, ¥ UYTO MHE [ejaTh?

"TBl HEUCTBUTEILHO OECCTHIAEH... M KaKas XKeHIMHA MOXKeT IIPOIOoJIKAaTh PyraThCs, Korga y Te0s Ha
nulle yneibKa, TOBOpSIast, YTO Thl HE MOXKEIIb 3TO UCIIPABUTh, 3HAS, UTO g OyIy BOJTHOBATHCS".

Apus, KoTOopasi Ha MTHOBEHUEe II0OCMOTpesla Ha Hero CBOMMU HaXMYPEHHBIMU I'Ta3aMu, 6pocuia Ha



HETOo KOpOTKI/IfI B3IrJiAO ¥ KPEIIKO CXKaJla €T0 PYKY. Ee PYKH U BEIPpA2KEHHE JINIld OBIIIM TIOJTHEI
PenmmMOCTH CIIPDOCUTE ITEHY 3a TO, 4YTO Ac coenarm; OomyIineHure, 4TO OHa HUKOI'ma He OTIIYCTHUT 3TO.

- fl BaM Tak CUJIBHO HPABJIIOCB, Pa3 BEI BOT TaK KPEIIKO AEPXKUTE MEHA 3d pYKy")

Ho pmaxe 9T0 moka3anoch eMy 3a0aBHEIM, U €0 yIs0Ka cTana mmpe. He 6Gb1710 HUKaKO# 00MIE Ha
Heé 3a TO, YTO OHA He BEePHYJacCh B CBOU HEHb POXKIEHUS.

- ¢l YyBCTBYIO 9TO B ITOCTEOHEE BPEMSI, HO BBl CUIIBHO U3MEHHUIIHUCH 110 CPABHEHHIO C TeM, KOrfa s
BCTPETHIIa BaC B IIEPBHIH pa3. f HUKOTOA He [iyMalia, YTO Bbl OyIeTe TaKuM.

- fl memaro 3TO TOJIBKO C BaMH, ¥ pa3Be BaM 3TO He HPABUTCH?

OHa He MOrJla HEHaBHUIOETh CBOETO MUJIOT0, OOPOro BO3/MI00IEHHOTO.

Korga Apus He 0TBeTHIIa, OHa IIPOCTO IIPUCTAIbHO ITOCMOTPeJIa Ha Hero, 1 ynbiOKa Aca cTasa IIupe.
910 OBlNa XKyTKas, HO 0YapoBaTeabHas yIbIOKa.

B ocTanbHOM BCE BHUMaHUE COGpaBH.II/IXCH OBIIIO IIPUKOBAHO K Acy, u ApI/IH, KOTOpPad OoJbIlle He
MOT'JIa IIOKAa3bkIBATh 3TOT €TI0 06J'II/IK, B34JIa €ro 3a PYKY 4 IIOOOIINIa K Baitioner.



- 4 mpepcTaBmio €€ BaM. BrI ¢ Helt He 3HAaKOMEL. ITO Mos 6abyika, Baiiomer.

- Pag mo3HakoMUTHLCS ¢ BaMu, MamaM [1uacT.

Ac y0Opast cBOI0 UTPUBYIO YIIBIOKY U ITOIPUBETCTBOBAJI €€ OYeHb BeXK/IMBO. HecMOoTps Ha TO, YTO €ro
craTyc OB HAMHOTO BhIIIEe, OH HEe CHU3MJI CBOUX CJIOB Ha TOM OCHOBAHUHU, UTO OHa Oblia 6abyIIKOM
Apun.

BalioseT moKpacHesa ¥ MOIPUBETCTBOBaIa Aca, KOTOPEIH, HECOMHEHHO, 3HAJ 0 €€ COOCTBEHHEBIX
CJIyXax, HO He 3a00THJICS 0 HUX U COXPAHSJI CBOE OTHOIIEHHE K Hel KaK K CeMbe
CBOEH BO3/II00JIEHHOM.

-...BBI mpomenanu monruit myTh, YTOOH J0OpATHCS CIOfa, U, TOXKANyHCTa, YYBCTBYHTe ce0s Kak JoMa.

- Cnacu6o, MagaMm, HO 5T He 3Hal0, OCMEJIIOCh JIK S OTIOXHYTh B TAKOM ITPEKPACHOM [IOMe, U MHe
noTpebyIoTCs IHU, YTOOR OCMOTPETHCS.

U 3Toro OLIIO 4OCTATOYHO, YTOOB PACTOIUTh CEPOUTOE cepalle Apuu, U KaK OHa MOTJIa He
YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s JIydIlle, KOTia OH OTHOCHUJICS K €€ CeMbe TaK HCKpPEeHHE?

[Tocrne aToro Ac monprBeTCTBOBaN MapkKu3a [1uacta, Kapun u Xnos ¥ yCcTaHOBU GJ1aronpusTHLEE
OTHOIIEHHUS ¢ ceMbeU Apuu. EMy 9T0 ObIJIO He HyKHO, HO OH [iejiall BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOI 001IaThCs
C POACTBEHHUKAMU ApUHU U 3aBsi3aTh C HUMU IPYXKOY.



Jliomu, MpUCYTCTBOBABIIME Ha BeUepHHKE, Hayalld cobupaThCs BOKPYT Aca B ero OpyxKenoOHOH,
MSTKOM MaHepe, TOTOMY 4TO He OblJI0 HUKaKO# BO3MOXKHOCTH YBUIETh HACJIEIHOI0 IPHHIIA
UMIIePUH.

- YOUBUTENbHO, YTO BBl OUNCTUIN 9Ty BEJIUKYIO ITOBCTAHYECKYIO CHUITY.

- Bcé aTo 6maromapst momoiry geau Apun, U 3T0 OBITIO TO, Yero 51 He cMor OBl cenaTh 0e3 Hee.

- O, 5 CIIBIIIA, YTO IOSBASIOMMECS CUJIH Jiegu [THacT 3aloIHWIN BaKaHTHEIE MeCcTa B HNMIIEPHUH.

- Ia, 1 BCE 9TO B €€ pyKax OT HaydaJa [0 KOHIIA.

- Kak ¥ 0Xumanoch, oHa Oblla BEJTUKOM KEHIUHOM, KaK ¥ XOMUIIH CIYXH, ¥ KaK s MOT'Y BEIPA3UThb BCIO
3Ty PafloCTh CIIOBaMH, TIOTOMY 4TO Temepb oHa B Kpoa?

IBopsiHuH Kpoa cMesisicst ¥ TOBOPHJI CO CYACT/IUBEIM JIUILIOM, U OIBOPSHE, KOTOPHIE CIYIIAIA Pa3roBOP
BOKPYT HUX, HE MOTJIX CKPBITh CBOei pamocTu. OHU cKalanu, 4To Kpoa GymeT mpoiBeTaTth, ClIemys 3a
MMIIepuen.

Ho, kak OyATO peakuusi OKpyKaromux Objla HeoJoOpUTENbHOM, AC, KOTOPHIM BCE BPeMs COXPaHS
HEBO3MYTHMOE BhIpaXKeHUe NTHIA, ORICTPO HAIPSATCS.



- MHe xKaJb, HO 9TOT0 HEe MPOMU30UIET, TOTOMY YTO CKOPO OHA CHOBA CTAHET KEHIIUHON UMIIEPHUH,
O4Y€Hb CKOPO.

- Ax...

ApucCTOKpaT HEpPBHHUYAJ U IIOTEJI OT BHE3AMMHOM CMeHH! TOHa Aca, ¥ TO Xe camoe OBIJIO C JTI0ObMH,
KOTOPHIE CITyIIaJIM PA3rOBOP CO CYACTIMBBIMU JIMIIAMHU BOKPYT HUX. M aTMocdepa Hayala OCTHBATD,
Kak Oy[ITO B OJHO MTHOBEHUE HACTYIIMIIa XOJIOAHas II0Tofia.

Apwus, HaOmomaBIIas co CTOPOHHI, B3[IOXHYJIa, CKa3aB, YTO ¥ Hero ObIIO CepbE3HOE BhIpaXKEHUE JIHIIA.

- Muctep Ac, s HUKOT[Ia paHbIlle He MKJIa, II09TOMY MOE JIUIIO TOPUT, U S YYBCTBYIO C11ab0CTh,
BHI MOXKeETe OTBECTU MEHS Ha Teppacy?

OHa npucaoHUIachk K pyke Aca, 4ToOb 0KMBUTDH Pa3pyIIeHHYI0 aTMOC(epPy, TUXO IIenya;
€€ peCHUIIB TpeleTany, U oHa y0exkaasa ero OTOWTH B IPOCTPAHCTBO [T JBOUX HaeduHe. OTO OblI
CaMblit OBICTPHIM ¥ 0YEBUIHEIN C1I0CO0 M30ABUTHLCS OT TJIABHOTO 3aYMHIIMKA.

"ECTb 4eJI0BEK, KOTOPBIM MOXKET 0TKa3aThCs cHoelaTh 3T0?"

Ac, KOTOPHIY He OTBETHI, IIOCIIEIINIT U3 MTePEeIoIHEHHOT0 3aja, 00HSB eé 3a Tanuio. Ero maru 6uiu
TAKUMU HETEPIIeTUBLIMU, YTO B3TJISIOHI JIIOJIEH CHOBA IOCIEIOBAIM 32 HUM, U APHS C TPYOOM



ImogaBuJIia CMeEX.

- C BaMu BC€ B mopsigKe?

3aTeM gBeph Ha Teppacy 3aKphlIach, ¥ Ac, co CBOMM OEeCIIOKONCTBOM U TOHKMMY YYBCTBAMH,
TIOTJIafUII €€ TIO IeKe. BripazkeHue ero muila 03Havaso, YTO eMy BCE PaBHO, B ITOPSIAKE OHa UM HET.
Het, BO3MOXKHO, [I€JI0 B TOM, YTO OHa Obl/Ia TaK IIbsSHA, YTO OH XOTeJI, YTOOHI OHa OIlepJiach Ha HeTO.

Ecnu 4ecTHO, OHa IUIa COBCEM HEMHOTO, II03TOMY Obl/la TPE3Ba, HO TaK Kak APUU HPABUJIOCH €T0
JIUII0 U ero KoBapHas yJ/bIiOKa, OHa HeXKHO 3aKphlja I'la3a ¥ IIPUCIOHUIIACH IIeKOH K ero rpyau.

- 4 He 3Hat0. d HeMHOTO nlepebpasia, IOTOMY YTO B IIPOLIJIOM CUJIBHO IIKJIa, HO, HAaBepHOe, OMM6Iach.

Ac, CTONKHYBIINCH C HEOXKUOAHHOU CHATYyallel, [OITr0 MoJida CMOTPeJI Ha He€ CBepXy BHU3, KOTopas
omMpasach Ha HEro, Kak OyATO ero IPOBEPSIIH.

- Mucrep Ac?

-...BaM HyXHO CecCTs.

Ac, KOTOpPHI OBLT B KOHGIUKTE, TSIKEJI0 B3OOXHYJ Ha U ITOMOT el ceCcTh Ha CTyJl. Ka3anoch
HEBO3MOKHHIM JEACTBOBATh OITPOMETYHMBO, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OB 0COOHSIK, I'le HaXOAuIach BCS

eé ceMbs. OmHaKO ApHs He OTIIYCTHUJIa €ro PyKy, KOTHa OH YCaAuI e€ U Mepellen Ha OPYTryo CTOPOHY.
W ero ynuBnE€HHbIE T71a3a 00paTHINCh K HEH.



- Brl cobupaeTech CeCTh C OPYyroil CTOPOHEI, OCTAaBUB MeHS OOHY, TaKyI0 IbsiHYI0? Eciu s moTepsio
paBHOBEeCHE U yIIaAy CO CTyja... YTO MHe fenaTh? Y MeHs TOHKHE KOCTH, ¥ MeHs JIETKO CII0MaTh
HeOOJIbIITNM yYOapoM.

Y Hero He OBIIO IPHUYHUH COMHEBATHCS B 9TOM, XOTSI TOH IIbSHOM XKEHITUHH OBITT He coBCceM siceH. Her,
ecnu OBl OH 3HAJI 9TO, TO OBIJT OB TOTOB MOANATHCS €€ UCKYIIEHUIO.

"Kak s1 MOTY He MOAJAThCS UCKYIIEHUIO ITepef] TaKUM OTKDPHITHIM coOia3HeHueM?"

A Temepb Apusi Oblila B3POCIION, 1 €My He HYXKHO ObLIO K0onebaThCs.

- [Touemy BHI He oTBeudaeTe, MUCTep Ac? ... TOIBKO He TOBOPUTE MHE, UTO BHl He BO3paxKaeTe, ecilu
MHe OynmeT 00JIbHO, He TaK Ju?

OtBeT yxke ObLI faH. Apus MOATOJIKHYJIa OCTAaHOBUBIIETOCS Aca, 04eHb C1ab0 MOTSIHYB €ro 3a PyKy, 1
OH CMOT COTIPOTHUBMISATLCS €H.

910 OBINI0 0YeHb OBICTPO. Kak 1o Bomnie6CTBY, OH Cesl Ha TO MECTO, Tfie cupena Apus, 0O4eHb
€CTeCTBeHHO U OBICTPO, U yCafull e€ K cebe Ha KOJleHU. 3aTeM Apus TUX0 paccMesnach.
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