- YBepmo BaC, BHI €II[é MHOTOr0 000 MHE He 3HaEeTe.

- Pa3Be c Bamu He TO Ke caMoe? MHI He 0YeHb XOPOILIO 3HAEM JIPYT APYTa, TO3TOMY He MOXKEeM
peumTsb, OymeM JIi MBI TIOMOTaTh APYT APYTY UJIU HET.

"M&l IO HEe B Ty CTOPOHY?"

BoKpyr CTaHOBHUIJIOCH BCEé TEMHEE U TEMHEE.

"9TO0 Bemb CTONHUIIA, BepHO? ECTh MU B CTONHUIIE TAKOE TUX0E, TEMHOE MECTO?"

HMx npubriTHEe B HE3HAKOMOE MECTO 3aCTaBUI0 €€ B3APOorHyTh. OHa 60s/1ach, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.

- Hy uTo *k.

Ero rnasa cTanu TEMHO-CUHUMHM, KOT{la OH YCTaBHJICSA Ha JIHUITO0 ApI/II/I, KOTOPas BBEITAHYJIA HOTU TaK
CHUJIBHO, KaK TOJIBKO MOTJIa.

- 4 mymato, 4TO 3HaI0 O Bac IOBOJIbHO MHOTO...

- [Touemy Bl Tak fymaete?



- 9TO He MPOCTO MBICIIb, 3TO IIPaBfaA.

"He roBopu MHe, THI [yMaelllb, YTO XOPOIIIO 3HaeIllb MEHS U3-3a CJIYX0B, KOTOPHIE THI CIIbIIIan 060
MHe?"

Ecnu Tak, To 0H Obls1 gypakoM. CKOPO OH YIIafiET Ha yIUIlEe U 3aIljladyeT, IOTOMY YTO eTr0 Tak JIETKO
YHECNH CITyXH.

- f TakXKe 3HAl0, 4TO TO, YTO BBl IIOKA3LIBAETE CHAPYXkKH, OTIINYAE€TCA OT TOTr'0, YTO BHYTPH.

TOonIBKO 3BYK HX IIIar'0OB 3aIIOJIHAJ ITPOCTPAHCTBO, X I'OJIOC Aca 3By4aJI HU3KO. Ona He MOT71a CKa3arTh,
IIOTOMY 4YTO HE€ BHEJIa €r0 JIMld, HO 3TO JaXKe 3By4adJI0O MPA4YHO.

"Tvl BCTpeYascsi CO MHOM HECKOJIBKO Pa3, ¥ Thl HUUero 060 MHe He 3Haels!"

Ona nepecTasna fenaTh IIard HaBCTPedy ero 3aMe4aHHusIM, KOTOPBIe AeiCTBOBaIU eil Ha HepBhl. OH
el He HpaBUJICS, TaK KakK IIPOA0JIXKaJ IIOIBIISATLCS, HE paCKphiBas CBOEY UCTUHHOU JIMYHOCTH.

"Ecru 51 BRIKaXy 3Ty HEHaBUCTH 110 OTHOILIEHUIO K Tebe, pa3Be He eCTECTBEHHO, YTO Thl NOIKEH
OTCTYIIUTH?"



Iaxe cpedgu MPOCTOIIOONHOB TaKas BEXKJIMBOCTE U BHUMdHUE CHUTAJIUCE CaMO coboii
Pa3yMermuMucd, Jaxe eClii OHU He OBLITH OBOPAHAMH.

B mycToMm mpocTpaHCTBe, rae He ObII0 HUKOTO, KpOMe HUX, OHA XO0Tella u3beraTh 4eyioBeKa 1o UMeHHU
Ac. Apusd BeITaIMIIA 3710€ JIMII0, KOTOPOE OHa MpsTalla, ¥ IOCMOTPEa Ha HEro.

- Kakoro gépra...!

OHa He MOrJla CMUPUTBCS C Pe3KOM KpUTHKOHU. ETo romy0nle riia3a, KOTOPHE Y2KACHO CBETUIIUCH B
TEMHOTE, OTBJIEKJIN €€ OT BCEeX MBICJIEH.

"... [leCTBUTENIHHO TN YeJI0BEUYEeCKOe CYIIEeCTBO CIIOCOOHO MMETh TaKO# CBET B CBOMX I'jla3ax?"

Kak 6yaTo oH u3my4as cBeT, roayOnle riia3a Aca IpepBajy CjioBa Apuu U OMHOBPEMEHHO OCTaHOBUIIU
BCE €€ mBuKeHus. [laxe 3BE3[H HA HOUHOM Hebe He OBINTM TaKUMU SIPKUMHU.

- BEL... KTO BHI, YEPT BO3bMH, TaKoii? KTO BBl TaKOM?

,]:[pO}KaHI/Ie €€ TOJIOCOBBIX CBSI30K COTPACIIO CJIOBa, CIIETEBHINE C eeé KPaCHEBIX I"Y6 IMoOIuH, C
KOTOPBIMH OH4A CTOJIKHYJIACh K3-3d 3TOTO HEM3BECTHOI'O CyIIEeCTBA, U CTPAX, YTO OHAa MOXKET OBITB C
3aMaCKHUPOBaHHBIM 2KMBOTHBIM, IMOOHAINCH B HeH. ITo OBIIO0 TPYOHO IIOHATE.

- Brl, HaKOHell, 3aMHTEepeCcoBaIuCh MHOH, equ PocueHT?



[Momorinst Ha miar 6uKe, OH ellé 00JIbIlle COKPATHIT PACCTOSTHUE, XOTSI OHU Y2Ke OBIIM JOBOJIBHO
671M3KO0 APYT K Apyry. ['nsams Ha Apuio CBEPXY BHU3 C PACCTOSIHUS BCETO JIUIND B JIa[I0Hb, OH IIPOTSHY I
PYKY U BHITED €€ OieiHbIE IIEKH.

Ténneie mamouu Aca JONIT0 OCTABAUCH Ha IneKax Apuu. OHa B3OPOrHYysa, YTo OBUI0 Hen30eKHOM
peakiueli. K ToMy BpeMeHHU, KaK rofyOble r1a3a, 0OpalleéHHbIe K 3eJIEHBIM I'Jla3aM Apuu, CTalu
TEMHO-CUHMMHU, AC HapyIIXJI CBOE HOJIr0e, MyYHUTEIbHOE MOJTYaHNMe U OTKPHLIT POT.

- 9l maM BaM 3HATh, €CJIX MBI IIONOUIEM HEMHOTO0 Ouxke. JIMYHO 9 XoTe ObI COOOLIUTEL BaM 00 3TOM.

OHa MpUCTaNIbHO TOCMOTpena Acy B r'ia3a, HUYero He oTBeTHUB. CJIOBHO OePXKUMBINA CBOUMHU
roTyOBRIMH TTIa3aM¥, OH HAaKJIOHHUJICS U IOLeJIoBajl ApHio B J100.

Beku Apum MATKO OIIyCTHUJIACH, €M IT0Ka3aJl0Ch, YTO JIBIOIINKCS 3BE3MHLIN CBET IIOIENIOBA €€. Apus
He MOTJia ORICTPO OTKPHITH I'JIa3a U3-3a UIITI03WH, YTO OHA CITHT.

-...Y4TO XK, 51 C HEeTepIlleHueM XKy BCTPEUU C BaMHU B OnuxKaiiliee BpeMsi.

Ero ry6nl oTopBanuch OT €€ yi0a, ¥ Korga OHa OTKphLIa I'Jla3a, YCIbIIIaB I'ojIoc, KOTOPHIHM cKa3al "o
CBUMAHUA", €T0 yKe He ObIJI0O Ha MEeCTe, XOTs OHa CJIbIIIajia ero rojioc HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3afl.
Bosee Toro, TEMHBIM MMyCTHPb, Ha KOTOPOM He OBIJI0O HUYEro, KpoMme Iita3 Aca, ©cue3 U IPeBPaTUIICs
B JTIOOHYIO YIIULLY.

"Yro, 4EPT BO3bMHU, IIPOUCXOOUT...?"



EnvHCTBEHHOE, YTO OCTAJIOCh, - 9TO TEIJIO Ha e€ 10y, TaM, I'ie ero ryobl KOCHYJIKUCh, TI03TOMY OHa
TIOJHSIJIA PYKY U KOCHYJIach ero. E€ pyKu COMPUKOCHYIHUCE C BJIaro#, u ObIJI0 TPYAHO CKa3aTk, ObLI 1K
3TO CJIe[ TOLEys Aca UK €€ TIOT OT BOJTHEHUS.

- Mucc!

Korpa oHa TIOBEPHYJIIA I'OJIOBY Ha OaNEKuy royioc, To yBUO€EIa OBYX CIIEIIalllnX JIIOZIeN.

-...JIXxeccu.

- Bl He MoxkeTe cebe IIPpeaCTaBUTh, KaK 5 YOAUBIIEHA, TAdK KdK BEI IIDOCTO BHE3AITHO ncyesnu!

-...Kak u 1.

II>xeccu OblJIa HEe eTUHCTBEHHOM, KTO OBUT YIMBIIEH. APHS TOXKe He MOIJIa YCIIOKOUTh CBOE OelIeHo
KOJIOTSIIIIEEeCST CEePAIIe.

- 9TO BHITJIIOUT OMACHBIM, TaK YTO HAM JIy4Ille BEPHYThCS B 0COOHSIK KaK MOXKHO CKopee. MEI yxe
OOCTAaTOYHO HACIAOUINCE (eCTHBATIEM.

Korga [Ixxkeccu cka3ana: “Mbl BCKallM Bac OONTroe BpeMsa”, Apus HEKOTOPOE BpeMs He MOrJjla IPUUTH



B ce0s, IIOTOMY 4YTO TO, YTO TOJIBKO 4YTO ITPOMU3OIIIIO, ITPHUBEJIIO €€ B 3aMelIaTeNlbCTBO.

X X x

[TprunHa B3pHIBa IeTap{ Ha IJIOMaAy Obljla HEU3BECTHA. EQUHCTBEHHBIM 00bsICHEHHEM OBIIIO TO, UTO
neTapabl, KOTOPEIE UCIIOIb30BAIUCh Ha ClieHe, OblIM pa30pocaHsl 0 BCel IJIOMAaay U 4YTO KTO-TO
MIOMIKET X U OMHOBPEMEHHO ITPOM3BEN B3PHIB.

K cuacThio, Majo KTO IIOCTpafias, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO ObIJIa BCETO JIUIIL TPOMKas 1 He 04eHb 0OJIbInas
neTappa. BrlI0 HECKOIBKO YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIE yIaay U OBLIM PaHEeHB KEM-TO BMECTO IleTaph, U OHU
CKa3aJIy, YTO BCe OHU OBIITH IIPH UMIIEPATOPCKOM IBOpE.

- 41 6Blma JIGIZCTBPITGHBHO YOUBJI€HA, YBUOEB, KaK BBl UCUE3]IM B MTHOBEHHE OKa.

910 OBINIO TOTOMY, YTO OHa Oexkaja, Jepxka Aca 3a PyKy. XoTd oHa GexKasa JOBOJIBHO AOJIT0, OHA
nobpaach 0O MecTa, KOTOPOTO HUKOTIa B JKM3HU He BUfesa, U CMorja ObICTPO BEPHYTHCS K
IUIOIAHN.

*... 1o npouzomuio?"

HeckonbKo [HeH CIyCTsI OHA He MOTJIa 9TOTr0 MOHATh. Best cuTyamus Oblyla HEIIOCTUKKUMOM, KaK OynTo
Ac coTBOpuMII BOMNIIIEOCTRO.

"TaBa#t OosbIe He OygeM 06 3TOM AyMaTh".



Ecnu OBl OHA MOMIBITANIaCh PELIUTD MPo6IeMy, Ha KOTOPYIO He OBIJIO OTBETA, Y HE€ OBl TOJIHKO
pazbomernach rojoBa. Apus IoKaydaja rojioBoi. M3-3a e€ mercTBUM DHHU, KOTOpPas PacuyeéchBala
BOJIOCHI, YPOHUJIA PACYECKY Ha IO,

- Yrc, mucc. MHe oueHb xkab!

[Ixeccu mmoMorarna eii, Korga OHa HaluBaJjla 4au.

- C BaMU BCE B TOPSIOKE, MUCC?

"Ilaxe B MPOIIJIOM OHU, Ka3aJ0Ch, MHOTO pa3roBapuBajiy, HO I0YeMy MeHS TaK 0€CIIOKOST ABe
ClyXKaHKu?"

Korpga ApI/IH C TDOMKHUM IIIYMOM 3dKPhIJId KHUTY, HE IdB HUKAKOI'O OTBETd, OHHU CHOBA 3dCYETHIIUCE,
KaK KaBOPOHKH.

- MoxkeT, MHe CMEHHUTb BaM 4au?

- BaMm He HpaBATCS Oyxu?



- XoTuTe 4ero-HubOyab 0CBEXKAIOIIEr0?

- Brl OB XO0Te/M 3aIJIECTH BOJIOCH B KOCY?

- Obe...

OHa monbITanach CTUCHYTBb 3y'61>1 " 3aKpr4aTh, HO HE CMOrI'JIa IPOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA, KOT'la YBUOEJIA
OBYX CIIY2KaHOK, YCTaBUBIINXCA Ha Heé CUAIOINUMH, KdK y ATHAT, TTIa3aMH.

-...QyX.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa pacciaabuiia MUI0 U IPOTTIOTHTIA Pe3Kue CI0Ba, KOTOPhie X0Tena cka3aTh. OHa
HECKOJIBKO Pa3 X0poIlo o0palijaaach C HUMH, HO KOTa YBHUIENA UX, el He 3aX0Te0Ch UX PyraTh.

"DTO He TO, UTO JeaeT 3j1ogenKa".

-...ITo ouepenu OTIpaBIAHTECh B OTIYCK. 51 3amIayy BaM.

- MHe Hekyma untu. MHe OymeT CKy4YHO, eciu s He Oyny paboTaTs.



- 4 Toxe. MHe HpaBUTCS OBITH C BAMU.

ApI/IH Oblsla HE 0YeHb pana IIpoBeCTH C HUMHU OEHD. KoneuHo, 3T0 OBITTO HAMHOTO JIy4dIie, 4eM B
IIPOIIJIOM, KOIr'la OHH 00SITTHCh U OPOKallyi, HO OBILIO pa3nopaxKawile HaCTPAauBATLECA Ha UX 00JITOBHIO.

"Tem He MeHee, eMUHCTBEHHAS NTPUYNHA, 110 KOTOPO# 5 HE MOT'Y JIETKO BHITHATH UX... 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO
OHU BIIEPBLIE HAa MOEW CTOPOHE".

Kpome [Ixxeccu, oHa ellé He IMOKOPUIIa Cepille JHHU, HO el 0UeHb HPABUIIOCh, YTO OHA [Aelaja
MUJIbIEe BEIM PSIOM C HEM, TIOTOMY 4TO el ObIJIO BeCeslo MpefiaBaTh CBOIO I'OCIIOXKY U BUJIATH IEpef
Hel XBOCTOM.

- UTak, mucc, BBl CIBIIIIQIA 00 3TOM?

-4rto?

- Mucc Muasnsb.

Apwus nposiBuiia HeOOIbIION NHTEPeC, M DHHU C XUTPOU YIBIOKOM BhIlalia TO, UTO YCJIbIIIAsa.

- OHa 1mocnaja IUCbMO IIpuHIiecce (DpeﬂepI/IK.



[Tpunuecca ®pegepuk u MUCHMO... ApUs TOMbITANACh yrafaTh HaMepeHuss Muasb. Muanb Moria 05t
CKa3aThb IPHUHIIECCE, YTO X0Tesa Obl BHIHTH 3aMyXK 3a Ockapa.

[TpuHIleCcCa, Ybs IIOMOJIBKA C HACJIEMHBIM IIPUHIIEM OblJIa B CAaMOM pa3rape, Oblyia BIUSATeIbHON
IIEPCOHOY B CEMbe Iepliora U I'IaBOi apuCTOKpaTU4YeCKUX JAaM. Apus BCIIOMHUJIa, YTO IIPUHIIECCA
IEeVCTBUTEIBLHO BHIIIJIA 3aMyK 3a HaCJIeMHOTr0 IIPKHIIA U IIpaBuiia MiMiepuei BMecTe C €ro OTIOM U
OPYTUMU apUCTOKpaTaMHu.
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