"...Kakag cje3nuBas OTIIOBCKas I000BbL".

9T0 Obina M000Bb, KOTOPYIO ApHs HUKOTTA He MCIHITEBaIA. Y MuaJb ObIIO eAMHCTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO,
KOTOpOe JTI00MIIO0 eé U 3a00TUIIOCh 0 Hel! Apusi Bepuiia, YTO TaKOTO He MOXKeT ObITh. [laxke rpaduHs,
KoTopas Oblyla €€ 6MOIOrnYecKol MaTephio, Obl/Ia 3aHsSITa CBOEH XKU3HbIO, TI03TOMY OHA He MOTJIa
IT03BOJIUTE ceOe 3a00THUTHCS O JOYEPH.

Bce MyKYKHBI IPOIIIOTro OBIIM TaK OYapOBaHbI BHEITHOCTHI0 APUH, YTO, Ka3ajloCh, OTHANY e
BCE CBOE COCTOSHUE, HO I103Ke OHU YIIUIM B IIOMCKaX CBOETO MOJI0XKEeHUS. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, He OBIIO
MYKYMHBI, KOTOPHIU ITOCBSITUI ObI ce0sI eif ¥ TIOCBSTHUIT €l BCE OT HaydaJja [0 KOHIIA.

"Ecnu uX XU3HU B OIaCHOCTH, 3TO Oecrojie3Ho".

Apusi He Bepuiia B T000Bb, Jaxke B II000Bb MEXIY MaTephio U No4Yeprio. MTak, OHa BOCIIOIb30BaIacCh
atuM. OHa OBlJTa YBEpEHa, YTO BOCIIONIb3yeTcst M. [I71sg Heé He OBIIIO HUYETo MPoIre, YeM 3HaTh, YTO
11000BbL HEe UMeeT CMBICIA.

* % x

I'pad Bepnyscs He oguH. OH OB C KPAaCUBLIM MOJIOJBIM YeJI0BEKOM JIeT OBAALATH - IBAALATH IISITH.
Apus TONBKO YTO CITyCTHJIACh Ha IEPBHIM 9TaxkK, KOTJa YBUAENa, Kak OH 3i0poBaeTcs ¢ Muanb. OH ¢
BECEJIHIM CMEXOM ITPENCTABUIICS IIPOCTHIM OBOPSTHUHOM U3 JaleKo¥ IPOBUHIIUM.

- 4 Tluno Jleun. [ToxanyiicTta, He CTECHAUTECh Ha3blBaTh MeHs JIeuH.



C dbamunueni, 0 KOTOPOM OHa HUKOTZA PaHbllle He CIbIIIana, OH yAesal Musias 4pe3aMepHoe
BHUMaHNe. Apus He 3Hajla, UCKaJl JIX OH IOBHIIIIEHUS CTaTyCa UM IPOUCXOXKAEHNS, HO OH SIBHO 4€ero-
TO X0TeJl. MHaye OH He MpHUHEC OBl TAaKOW OI'POMHBIM ITOTAPOK.

JleuH nomapunl Muasb MHOXKECTBO AParolieHHBIX KaMHel U pegKux yKpalueHud. OHU BHITTIIAENN
O4YeHb NOPOTUMHU, YTOOHI OBITH ITPUTOTOBIEHHBIMY IIPOCTHIM IBOPSHUHOM U3 lalIeKOW ITPOBUHIIUH.
Korpa rnasza Musnb pacliupuiInch OT TSKECTHU BCETO 3TOr0, OH CKa3al:

- He ofpartmaiiTe Ha HUX BHUMAaHUS, IIOTOMY 49TO 5T UX He TOTOBHUI. OHU GBITH MIPUTOTOBIIEHE MOKM
TOCIIOOAHOM.

'pad Takxke He BEHIKA3hIBa/l HUKAKUX IIPH3HAKOB AUCKOMGOPTA U HE OCTaHABIUBAJ €T0, IOCKOJIbKY
yaensn 6onbioe BHUMaHue Muasnb. OH IPoCTO moxJiomnant JlefiHa 1Mo CiuHe, CKa3aB, YTO OH BO
MHOTOM ITOMOT ero 6u3Hecy. JIeWH yXMBITbHYJICS U CKa3a:

- 9TO OBIJT IPOCTO MPHUKA3 MOETO XO3SHHa.

Apus uyBcTBOBasia ce0Os HEJIOBKO M HEOXOTHO IIPHU MEPBOii BCTPeYe C KeM-TO, KOTO OHa HUKOTa
paHbllle He Buesa, Jaxe Korga 9To Oblyla TMeHa, uilymas 06be Ky, B OTJIMYKE OT IIPOIIJIOTO.

-V Tebs ecTh mOYb, TaKas ke KpacHuBas, Kak B CKa3Kax.

- {1 He 3HAI0 HU 0 YEM OPYTOM, HO CIyXU 0 MUIJIb He IBISIOTCSA IPEyBeNInYeHUeM.



- OTH KOMIUIUMEHTHI - 3TO CJIHUIIKOM MHOTO.

Apuy TpUIUTIOCHh HAOMIOMATh 3@ 3TOU CIIeHOM, KOTa OHM HEeOMHOKPATHO XBaIuIu Muanb, KOTopast
Oblyia MeXOy HUMHU.

"IlopoxnouTe MUHYTKY. { yXKe BUIesa 3TO IIJIaThe paHblIe..."

ApI/IH CMOTJia ITOHATH MPOUCXO0XKOEHUE I1JIaThA Muais, IIOTPATUB HEKOTOPOE BPEMSA Ha PA3MHEIIIJIEHN.

"OHO IT0X0XKe Ha IJIaThe, KoTopoe MHe nogapun Ockap. He roBopute MHe... AU OH ITOJ00HYIO
OfleXK My MEeBYIIKe, Ha KOTOPOU M03xKe cobupascs XKeHUThCS, U e€ cTapieit cectpe?"

Apus IpOT0THIIa YCMEIIKY, TOAYMaB, YTO OH [IeHCTBUTEIbHO OeCUyBCTBEHHBIN.

TeM BpemeHeM JIelH, KOTOPBIM XBaiuia MusJib 10 TAaKOU CTEIEHY, YTO Y HET'O IIePeCcOoXyIo BO PTY,
HaKOHEIl TOBEPHYJICS, YTOOB BCTPETUTHCS ¢ Apreit. CocpeloTOUYNUB CBOE BHUMaHUe Ha MU3JIb, OH,
Ka3aJioch, He 3aMEeTHUJI IpHX0a APy, II09TOMY Ha ero uile ObI0 yOuBIEeHHE.

Korpga rpad npencraBun emy Apuio Kak CBOIO BTOPYIO J04b, Y HETO IOSBUJIOCH CJIeTKa 03alauyeHHOe
BhIPazKEHUeE Jilla ¥ (popMa peuu, B OTIMYHKE OT TOU, KaK MUHYTY Ha3af OH MCII0Ib30Ball CBOM
IIOX0XKU Ha IHUSABKY POT.

- O, DeUCTBUTENIBHO... Y Bac IIpeKpacHas g0Yb.



Apus npoyuTasa IpaBay 0 PeYU U BhIPaXKEHUIO TUIa 9TOr0 4enoBeKa. OHU OTIIMYAIUCh OT TOTO,
YTO OH IIOKa3hkIBall MUIJIb.

Ecnmu Muanb Oblnia BEPOSTHOM KpacaBUIEW cpenou OBOPSH, TO Apust Oblla KpacaBUIlEH, KOTOPas
HauyMHa/a KaK IMPOCTOJIIOIWHKA U €€ HeJleTKo OblJI0 HaT cpefu aBopsH. OHa Oblyla HacCTOsIIen
KpacaBuIlel, KoTopas cobma3Husa 66l MyKUYKWH U XKEHIIWH, HE3aBUCUMO OT UX I10J1a, €CIIHU OB
3ax0Tesla 9TO CHOeNlaTh.

OHa 3HaJa, 4TO 9TO OECIoIe3H0, HO Apus He CMOTJIa yAepKaThCs, YTOOH He TI0Ka3aTh CBOO
YHUKAJIbHYI0, 0YapOBATENbHYIO YIIBIOKY.

"9T10 moTomMy, uTo rpad 3mech? Vnu 9T0 ranaHTHEIMA OAyX?"

Bo BcsikoM ciiy4ae, oHa yaeIOHYIach JIeiHy, ucTo4yasi CBOM 3pOTUYECKUN apoMaT C CHJILHBIM AYXOM
COIIEPHUYECTBa, KOTOPHIY OHA HE 3Halla, OTKy[a OH B3SJICH.

Apus SICHO BUfeJla, UTO €T0 I'Jla3a OPOTHYJIH, XOTsS 3T0 OBIJI0 BCEro Ha MrHOBeHUe. Ilocye 3Toro
MTHOBeHUS JIelH CHOBa IIOCMOTpesia Ha Musrb.

Apus OblyTa CMYIIIEHA STUM.



"TTouemy?"

9T0 OBLIIO COBEpIIEHHO HeoXuaaHHO. KoHeUHO, OHa AyMasia, 4To OH IpeHeOpexeT Muanb nocue
TOTO0, KaK OymeT oyapoBaH eé ynrOKoM, HO JIeliH He o0paTHI Ha HEe€ HU MaJledlIero BHUMaHUSI.

[ToHsIB, 4TO OHa 0OJIBIIIE He MOXKET BMEIINBAaThCS MEXKAy HUMU, APHs MIPUKYCUIa HUKHIOW Ty0y 1
peluia 60JIbIlle He TPaTUTh 0€CCMHBICTIEHHOEe BpeMsi. Korya oHa momkITanach YUTH, CKa3aB, YTo
IOJHUMETCs HaBepx, rpad chesnas e IoJapok.

910 OBlNa MIKATYJKa C IJIOTHO YIIAaKOBAHHBIMU APArolleHHOCTSIMU, KOTOPYIO rpad B IPOIIIOM Aapuil
TOJIbKO Mu37b. BHYTpPU OBIII0 HECKOIBKO MUJIBIX MaJleHbKUX YKpalleHUH.

"la, Ha JAHHLIA MOMEHT 3TOIr'0 JOCTATOYHO".

9T0 OB HACTOSAIIMI LIAT BIIEPEN 10 CPaBHEHUIO C IIPOILIBIM, KOTTIa OHa HUYero He moyy4asna. Pa3se
ell IPOCTO He IIaTUIu 3a nHpopMaImio? bojee Toro, oTHOIEHNE Irpada, KOTOPHIM B IPOILIIIOM
BCerna OblT X0JI0fIeH, U3MEHUIIOCh, ¥ BPEMS OT BpEMEHU Ha ApHUI0 YCTPEMIISIICS TEIIBIN B3TIISL.
Apus, KoTopast yIIjia C TPallMo3HOM YNIBEIOKOM, B OT/IMYHME OT IPedbIayInel, coexana U3 UX MUpA.

OHa nocrnelnuia 06paTHO B KOMHATY U Iepeofienach. ITO OBIJIO IIOTOMY, YTO OHA YBUfEIIA IJIaThe,
KOTOpoe OBIJT0 Ha MU9JTh 10 Havalla BEYEPUHKH, TaK YTO OBIJIO OB OYEHB JIET'KO TPUBECTH €€ B
OoT4YasiHMe, TaK KaK OHA JK[aJia 9TOT0 [Hs, YTOOH HaleTh IIaThe, KOTOpoe el momapuit Ockap.

"Kak OBl THI OTpearupoBaja, ecyiu Obl 5 OSBUIACh Ha BeUepPUHKE B IIOX0XKEM IIJlaThe?"



[To kpaiiHel Mepe, 3T0 OBIIO OHI IJTOX0€ pelneHue. Te, KTo coOepeTCs, YTOOH OTIIpa3gHOBaTh MUIJIB,
TaKXe BHIPa3saT yauBneHue. OT OMHOM MBICIHM 06 3TOM el CTaHOBUJIOCH XOPOINO, Kak 6yaATO OHa
neTesna mo HeOy.

BeuepuHKka 10 ciy4aio OHSI poxXaeHusT MuaIb Havanach IpuMepHO B 06eieHHOe BpeMsi. Kak 06bIvHO,
OHM MCIIOJIb30BAJIA BECh IEPBHIM 9Tax, YTOOBI IOIIPUBETCTBOBATEL TOCTEH. [le/loBEIe MapTHEPH rpada
1 npubOIuKEHHBIE TBOPSIHE COOMPAUCh OUH 3a APYTUM. MHOTHE MOJIOAbIE JIeJH, KOTOPHIE OBITN
6mu3Kky ¢ Muanb, TaKkKe MPUCYTCTBOBAJIU M 3aHSJIA CBOM MECTa.

Apus crioko¥HO Habmogana 3a 3TUM Yepe3 OKHO CBOel KOMHATEHI, ¥ TOJIbKO KOT'fla BeYepuHKa
TIOJIOIIIIa K KOHIy, OHA MOSIBUJIachk. Korma oHa CIyCTHIACh Ha IMEPBHIHM 9Taxk ¢ OYKeTOM IIBETOB,
KOTOPHIN He OBIJT IeTKO HOCTYIIEH, B €€ PyKax, Ifla3a TeX, KTO HacJlaXkOaJiCs BeUepPUHKOH,
€CTEeCTBEHHO, OBLTM TPUKOBAHKI K HEH.

BrlsIo ecTeCTBEHHO 00pPaTUTL BHUMaHUE Ha KPaCHBYIO NEBYLIKY C OYKeTOM SIPKUX LIBETOB B PyKaX,
TeM 0osiee 4TO OONMBIIMHCTBO HUKOTHA He BULENHN ApHIO, U CIIyXOB O Hell XONUJI0 MHOXKeCTBO. ['ocTu
B3BOJIHOBAHHO Ha0II0any, Kak Apus mopolia K Muasmb.

- Muans! C nHEM poxmeHus!

-...CecTpa.

Muans ornsgenach, He B CUlax CKPEHITE CBOIO TPEBOT'Y 1 HEJIOBKOCTH. Ona, Ka3anoch, 0eCIIOKOUIACH,
4To ApI/Iﬂ MO2KeET COeJlaTb HEeIIOYTUTEJIbHOE 3aMeé4YdaHHue, KaK 3TO CaeJlajia OHAa.

Cpa3y JKe TI0CJIe 3TOTO K Hell IOMOIIIa eé TOpHUYHAA 9Mma. Ctos mo3aau Musib, OHa oepKainachb
HaCTOpO2Ke IIPOTUB ApI/II/I C 3aCThBIBLIINM JIMITIOM.



"TBI 3HaeMb, KTO TH Takasa?"

970 OBIIO CTMIIKOM 3a6aBHO. Apusi, KOHEYHO, HaMepeBaaach 0CKOpOuTs Muaab. OHa X0Tesa co37aTh
coOBITHE, KOTOPOE IIPUHECHIO Obl YHUXKEHKEe Ha BCIO XKW3Hb Ha BEYEPUHKE, KOTOPYIO, 10 €€ MHEHHIO,
OHa 3aC/IyKKBaJia OTIPa3MHOBATh, YTOOH OHA He MOTJIa CIIOKOMHO CIIaTh, IOKA ef He OTPyOsT
T'OJIOBY, KaK 3TO CJIyYUJIOCh C CaMO¥ Apuer.

- Tebe He HpaBUTCS OyKeT? §1 MPUTOTOBUIIA €T0 C 0COO0M TIATEIBHOCTHIO.

- Her... Crmacu6o Tebe, cectpa.

Kak Tonsko Mu3ib CHOBa U CHOBa IIPOM3HOCHUIIA CJIOBO "cecTpa', IIOOY B 3aJie MOHMJIU, YTO KpacuBas
IEeBYILIKa - 9T0 Apus.

Briny Te, KTO MPU3HABAJI, YTO OHA OblJIa CTOJIb K€ OYapoBaTeJIbHA, KaK [0Yb ITPOCTUTYTKH, KOTOPAs
coba3Husa rpada, u KTo ObLJI TOTPSICEH, YBUEB TAKyI0 Pa3HUIY MeXMOY CIyXaMHd O €€ MOPOYHOCTH U
peanbHBEIM YeJI0BEKOM.

Apus Hacnaxpanach B3TJIAgaMy ¥ KOHTPOIMPOBala CUTyallnio, YTOOH II0Ka3aTh, YTO OHU ¢ MUasb
ObLTH XopoIuMu céctpamu. OHa Hafesach, YTO OHU HEIIPABUIIBHO MTOMMYT OTHOILEHUS MEXKIY Hel u
Muamb, Kak 6bI UM HU XOTeJI0Ch. TakKuM 00pa3oM, HUKTO He 3all0J03PUT, YTO €€ COOCTBEHHEIN IJIaH
OBbLI TEM, YTO YHU3UIIO MUIb.

Korga Mwuanb npuHsiia OyKeT, CTalo BUAHO IIJIaThe APUH, KOTOPoe OBIJI0 CIPsiTaHO. MU3/Ib, KOTOpPas
IIepPBOU YBU[ENA 9TO, IepecTaa AblIaTh, 1 B KOMHaTE BOKPYT HEE BOLlAPUJIach TUIIMHA. APUS MSTKO



YHI:I6HYJIaCB, KaK IIYIIHCTasd CHE2KMHKA, KOTOPaA TOJIBKO 4YTO yIIaJiad, ¥ IIOJ02KTJIa 3all.
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