¢ MOHATHUS He UMeJla, KaK, YePT BO3bMH, IIPOIIEN TOT AeHb. YyBCTBO [0/Ira TIIATEIbHO U3YUYUTh, UTO
3a YeJIoBeK YOIITep, U MIPUBJIeYh €T0 Ha HaIlly CTOPOHY, eCJTH C HUM BCE B MOPSIAKE, HaBHO
yIeTy4unock. To ke caMoe OTHOCUJIOCh U K CJIOBaM, KOTOPHIE SI CTapaTeNIbHO TOTOBUIA, YTOOH
y0emuTh ero. 3To OBLI IOJTHbIHM 6eCIOPSIOK.

¢ Ovlna B mpocTpauuu Bce MepompusTue. ['onoca noael, cMeIouxcs 1 60ITaOINX, ITPOCTO 3XOM
OTHABAJICh B MOMX yIlIaX, MOM B3TJIS[ IPOMOJIKAI CIEOUTh 3a 6eccTpacTHEIM YontepoM. Kazamnocs, y
HET0 HJaxe He OBbIIO XKeJJaHUs PAaCTBOPUTLCS B 9TOM Ilei3axke, HAIIOJHEHHOM pa3HooOpa3ueM. OH
ITPOCTO MOJTYA CTOSIJI TaM C IyCTHIM B3TJISIIOM, B KOTOPOM He OBLIO BOOOIIe HUKAKUX SMOLIUH.

4 mopmymara, He yCTas JIM OH OT 3TO# aTMOCGepHl. B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/ia OH IOSBHUJICS, BCE OBOPSHE,
KOTOpBIE CapKaCTUYECKH OCKOPOJISAIM €r0, MTHOBEHHO 3aTKHYIUCh. OMHOT0 3TOT0 OBIIO0
HEOCTAaTOYHO, ¥ OHHU, Ka3aJIoCh, HE OCMEJIMBATUCH MPUOIU3UTHCS K HEMY.

- CecTpa.

- Cectpa!
-9-3,a?

4 He cnpimrana JInama o TeX 1MOp, I0Ka OH He IOXJIONaJl MeHs I10 IjIevy ¥ He 3aKpHUyal MHE B YXO.
Korpga st moBepHYyJia TOJIOBY U ajla HeollpefieIeHHbIM OTBET, OH MTO03PUTENTbHO IIPUIIYPUIICS U
II0OYEePEeIHO MTEePEBOIUIT B3TIISAM C YOoJITEPa HAa MEHS, ITPeX[e YeM CIPOCHUThD.

- 9Tto? OH KTO-TO, KOTO ThHI 3HAEIL?
3Ha... KOro-T0... 3HaJja Jix 5 ero?
- 4 3Ha10... HO He 3TOT0 UeJI0oBeKa.

-Yto ¢ TOOOH He Tak?

- 41 coBepIIeHHO Tpe3Ba.

4 HenmoHUMalOIIE MOPTrHYJIa X OTBETHUJIA C OIIO3JaHKMEM Ha IIapy CEeKYyH[. Moe cocTosiHHE Ka3aJloCh
OYeHb IJIoXuM. JInam, KOTOPpOMY OBIJIO HEBEIHOCHMO CMOTPETh Ha MEHs, YTOBAPUBAII MEHA BEPHYTHCA
B OTBEIEHHYIO €My KOMHATY BO OBOPIIE. Oxka3zaBmuch B KOMHATe IJIst rocTel, g cella Ha OUBaH U
3aAyMaJliaCk.

OH maxe He B3TJITHYN Ha MeHs. OH IPOUTHOPUPOBAJ MeHs. Kak mycToe MecTo. f He MOTJIa ITOHSTS,
YTO, YEePT BO3bMH, ITpou3ouuio. [Touemy ®enukc BHTIIANEN Tak Yepe3 TPU C IIOJI0BUHOM rofa?

- 9T0 Marus? - CIIpocuna f.

Kateropruuecku 3ampernieHo MeHSITh CBOIO BHEIITHOCTE C ITOMOIIbI0 Maruy UTH Yero-a1u0o ele, YTOOH
BOWTH B UMIIEPATOPCKHUI JBOPEIl. ITO COEIaHO OJIs TOr0, YTOOH IIOMeIaTh youiiam
3aMaCKUPOBATLCS ¥ IPOHUKHYTH BHYTPb, UTOOH YOUTH UMIIEpaTOpa. Bo mIBoOpIle maxke HAXOOUIOCh
YCTPOMCTBO, CITIOCOOHOE TIATENTbHO OT(QUIHTPOBATH TAKOTO YeJI0BEKa, TaK YTO OHU U IIIara He MOTJIX
TyHa CTYIIUTb.



OnmHako ¢ roJIoBEL 10 HOT YONITep COBepIIeHHO He noxonun Ha ®emnukca. Ecnu Obl s He BUufena 9Tu
r7a3a, Yy MeHs Obl He BO3HUKJIIO TaKOM aOCypaHOi MbICIH, YTO OH DenuKc.

«4 He omubaroch?»

PasBe 370 Mor ObiTh ®enukc? HeyxKenu 5 Tak CUIBHO CKydasa 10 HeMy, 9YTO Y MeHs BO3HUKIIA
HeJlenasl UUTIO3US [IPU BCTpede ¢ YeJI0BEKOM C ITOX0KUM LiBeTOM I1a3? Ho meno ObUIO0 He TOJIBKO BO
BHEITHOCTU. KaXXIE 37IEMEHT, U3 KOTOPOT'0 COCTOsI YouTep, oTnudaincs oT Oenukca, mo3ToMy
HEJIOTMYHO II0J1arath, 4To OH 0T ®eNruKCOoM, IPOCTO B3TJISTHYB €MY B IjIasa.

«Ecmu 6paTh B pacyeT ieMOHa, He 3HAYUT, YTO TaKOW BO3MOXKHOCTHU BOOOIIe HET, TIO3TOMY 5T HE
MOJXKHA CYOUTh O KHUTE 110 06JI0XKKE...»

C moMo1IbI0 CUJTbl JEMOHA OH MOT U3MEHHUTD CBOIO BHEITHOCTb, HE UCIIONIb3YST Maruio UK 3€eJibs.
Jltomu He cMoru O 0OHAPYKUTE CHITy EMOHA, TaK KaK COIIPOTUBIIEHUIO MaHe [JOJIKHEIM 00pa3oM
yXke maBHO He oOyuanu. Ho...

- Ero Ha3mIBaloT yOuiiliel IecITKOB THICSY...

denuKC MeHU XKU3Hb 00JIbIIIE, YeM KTO-11u00 Apyroi. O YenoBeKe, KOTOPHIM JIOBUIT JaxXKe XKY4Ka,
3aJIeTEeBINEr0 B KOMHATY, ¥ CHOBA BHIIIYCKAJl €T0 Ha yJIUIly, TOBOPUJIM, YTO OH JIMYHO Opocuics Ha
BOMHY U KECTOKO YOUJI ¥ YHUUTOXKUII JKU3HU OeCYMCIIEHHOT0 KOTMYEeCTBa JTI0fel.

Ecnu Obl, KAKMM-TO Yy[0M, YONITEDP [EeNCTBUTENBHO OKa3ascs ®enukcoM, MHe OblI0 OBl TaK 3Kajb, UTO
s1 He cMorJ1a OBl 9TOT0 BEIHECTH. f OBl MpeAmnoYia HagesThCs, 4To 9To OblT He ®enukc. f Hamesnacs,
4yTO HacTosAmuY PeuKc oOpesI TOKOM Ha APYTrOM KOHTHHEHTE U Telephb KUBET CYACTINBOU KU3HBIO.

HackonbKo ykacHO 60IHHO HOJIKHO OBITH YEJIOBEKY C TBEPHAbIMH YOeXKAeHUSIMH CTpagaTh B
OOVMHOYECTBE, II0OKa OH He IIPeBpaTUTCS B youillly? f dyyBcTBOBaja ce6s1 HeC4aCTHOM U BUHOBATOU
TOJIBKO OTTOTO, YTO IpefcTaBuia 3T0. HecMOTps HU Ha 4TO, I Hafesach, YTO MyXK4YuHa ObIIT
®emnukcoM. 4 GbIsTa COBEPIIEHHO 3TOMCTHUYHA.

«[ToyeMy TH IPOUTHOPUPOBAT MEHS?»
B koHIIe KOHIIOB, uMeHHO Penukc Opocun MeHs. 3a4eM eMy IPUTBOPATHCS, YTO OH MEHS He 3HaeT?
«Torga 3aueM THI BEPHYJICA?»

Xomunu CIIyxu, 94TO OH OBIT OcyemnyeH ycnexoM. OgHako YonTep, KOTOPOro s BUeNa Ha CErOTHSNTHEM
0aHKeTe, HU C KeM He 00Iaicsa ¥, Ka3ajioch, ORI HaCHUJILHO BHITAIIEH.

«ThI cpaxaics Ha moje 605 TOIBKO OJIS TOTO, YTOOBI BHIUTPATh TUTYN? VK 4TOOH IpUBIEYhb
BHUMaHHE UMIIepaTopa...»

B takom cnydae, ecru YonTep medCcTBUTENbHO ObiT OeTMKCOM, TO OH, JOJIKHO OBITH, BEPHYJICS
UCKITIOYUTETBHO IJIS1 TOTO, YTOORI 3aLIUTUTH HAaC. f BCTIOMHHUIIA, KaK OeTUKC peIun yMepeTh u
MCYe3HYThb U3 3TOro Mupa. OH cKasas, 4To OyHeT UCII0Ib30BaTh TI00bIe CPECTBA [T MOCTUXKEHUS
ycmexa, CKa3aJsl, YTO MOXKET HaACTYIUTh JeHb, KOT{la OH PACTOMYeT CBOX COOCTBEHHBIE TPUHIIUIIEI 1
ybexnenus. HecMoTpst Ha 3T0, 6JIOHIWH CKa3aJjl, YTO YMPET, YTOOH 3aIlIUTUTL MEHS.

- Tl 6pocusn MeHs1, 4TOObI 3aIIUTHUTE.

U THI.



- To BEPHYIICA, YTOOHI 3allTUTUTHL MEHS.

OH cxuraj ce0s, He OCTaBJISIS JaXKe Ielia.

X X X

['oBOpMIH, YTO MPA3OHECTBA B YECTh MOGEIEI MPOIIUTCS TPH OHS. A ITOCIIe TOTro, KaK TyJIsSTHUS
3aKOHYHUJIACH, 5T YCIIBIIIATA, YTO YOJITED IOMYYUT CBOM TUTYI, HaMUIIAIO U 3EMJIM OT UMIIEPATOPA, a
3aTeM CHOBa OTIIPABUTCS B IyTh. M B 9TOM BoOiiHe OH CHOBa OymeT paboTath Ha JIykaca.

Yewm Gosblile s KoTanach B 06CTOATENBCTBAX, TeM 0OJIbIle TPHUXOANIIA K BEIBOZY, UTO OH [IOI2KEH OBIThH
®enukcom. Ho emMHCTBEHHEIM CIIEIOM Mara, KOTOPHIH 51 0OHapyxkuia y YonTepa, OblTu ero ria3a, a
HAIIIK B3TJISIIbI BCTPETUIIUCH JIUIIh HAa 04eHb KOPOTKOE MTHOBEHHE.

- CeCTpa, CKOJIBKO THI BBIIIMJIA? YK€ MOoCIeqHUN MeHb BEUYEPHUHKHU,- CYPOBO CIIPOCHUII JInaMm, mogxoms
KO MHe, IIMBIIIEH B OQUHOYECTBE.

- XM, Tpu CTaKaHYMKa?

- Hackomnbko g MOTY CYOUTD, ThI BBEIIIHIIA 0oJIbIlIe ISATH pIOMOK? Hoquy THI TaK MHOT'O IILEIIL, X0TA OO0
9TOT'0 ¥ He IIPHUKaCallaChk K QJIKOT'0JII0?

- 4 moB3pocnena. 4 yxke He Ta, KeM OblJia paHbIIIe.
- Bups, 9TO THI TOBOPHUINE KaK IbSHUIIA, THI, OIXKHO OBIThH, IThSHA.
- 91 BoBCe He NIbAHA. B3risgaHu, MOH S3HIK OJaXKe He 3aIllJIeTaeTCd.

Korpma s cHOBa HOMIEITaNIaCh 3aroBOPHUTEL, o6pa1ua51 BHHMaHHE Ha CBO€ IIPOU3HOIIEHNE, BEPHYJIaCh
HeJlellad peaKlus.

- Xoporto, s mo#s. [IpocTo chemsb 3T0.- CKazan JIuam, O5ICTPO 3abpaB Y MeHs U3 PYK CTaKaH, U
3aCyHYJI HEMHOTO 3aKyCOK B POT.

Epa, mpuroTtoBneHHasi B 6aHKeTHOM 3aJie, TOJIbKO BHITISIAENIa KpacuBO, HO Ha BKYC HallOMKHaa
JKeBaTeIbHOe MEI0. OOBIYHO S HUKOTTIa He II03BOJIsIIa el KacaThCs MOET0 PTa, eCIIM TOJILKO He
yMupasa oT ToJofa.

- @y, 3TO HEXOPOLIIO.

IToka s XKeBaja C IIOJTHbIM BBEIDA2KE€HHEM KeJIaHWA BHIIIIIIOHYTH, 4 YCIIBIIIalld, KakK JInam IIPUIIETTKHY T
S3BIKOM.

- Tel ¥ TaK He yMeellb IIUTh, a TYT ellle Ha MyCTOM XKeJyI0K, HalbelIbCs B pa3kl OvicTpee. Miu
TIOJBIIIN CBeKHM BO3yXOM Ha Teppace.

Bpat cyHyn MHe B PyKy CTaKaH XOJIOMHOU BOMHL U BHIBEJI Ha Teppacy. HecMoTps Ha To, YTO 3UMa
IIPOIIJia, MOe TEeJI0 APOKaJio OT CHJIBHOTO X0JI0fa, YKa3hIBalollero Ha To, 4YTO Hadanach BecHa. 4
CCYTY/WJIa IIJIeYy Ha XO0JIONHOM BETPY U IOTepJIa IPeAieybs JTagoHsIMU.

Temeps, ecny MogyMaTh, 9TO OBUI IEPBHI pa3, KOTfia 5 MKJia [0 TaKOM CTeleHu B Telle AUpUH.
OOBIYHO 5 BEIIKBAJIa PIOMKY-OPYTYI0, €C/IM He 3Hajla, 4YTO 3TO 3a aJIKOT0JIb, HO, AyMalo, MO€e TeJIo
oTpeneseHHO HaMHOTO citabee mo cpaBHeHUI0 ¢ KuM Xu Cy. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 5 ITHJIa TOJIBKO
KOKTEHJIA C HU3KUM COfepKaHueM aJIkOTOJis.



- ToI X04elb BepHYThCA? MHe BhI3BaTh 9KUITAXK?
- Her... Kak THI ¥ cKa3aj, g 0CTaHYCh 3[eCh, II0Ka He IIPOTPE3BEI0.

OpHako, COMHEBaIOCh, UTO CUTyallds U3MeHUIach OFl, axKe ecyu Ol 51 cTana Tpe3Boi. [I0ATONKHYB
JInaMa K BBIXO[y, 51 B3JOXHYJIAa U MIPUCIIOHUJIACH TOJI0BOM K TIepUjaM Teppachl.

Brlla OroBopkKa, YTo XXKU3Hb-3TO Yepena coxaneHui. OMHAKO paHbIlle y MeHSI HUKOT[a B XKU3HU He
OBIJI0 HUKAKUX COXKaJIeHUH, IIOTOMY, 4TO 51 BCET[la cTapajach M30 BCeX CUJI, I03TOMY, aXKe ecliu
pe3ybTaThl He OB XOPOIIMMHE, ST IPUHUMAaa 3TO U OTIIyCKalla.

Ho celtuac 51 yxkacHo coxarnena. [IoueMy, pafu BCEro CBSITOTO, 1 He OCTaBuUia CBOM CTPaxu U He
CXBaTHIIa €T0, Korfa oH yxonun? [ToueMy s He MOIBITaNach JOTHATh €T0, faXKe eCJIU MEIIIIE MOUX
HOT TTopBanuch? [ToueMy 51 maxke He OKIUKHYJA ero? 4 mormxkHa Oblna MpoCcTo ymacTh. Ha mHO
IIPOTIACTH, TPEUCIIONHIO, WY [aXKe eCIM OfHaXK Ikl TPOKJIsia Ovl ero. 4 cTpagana 6ecuucieHHOe
KOJIMYECTBO pa3 M3-3a My4YUTENILHOTO BEIOOPA, KOT'/ia 51 3allHyJIack, 1 MHE OTYasiHHO XOTEJIOCh, YTOOH
BpEMS BEePHYJIOCh Ha3a[l.

{1 6ecKOHEYHO pa3MBIIUIATIA O TOM, 4TO OH S CHelnasa, ecy OBl ClIydallHO CHOBa BCTpeTuna denukca.
Iymato, 5T0 HOIKHO OBITH TO, 0 4eM 5 IIy00Ko coxaineto. Ho rimynas AuipuH, Kak u cka3an Oenukc.
Thl HUKOTIa He CMOKelllb HAaIUTh BOAY, KOTOpas yxe Oblyia IPOJUTa.

«3TO BCe MYCTHIE PA3TOBOPHL. TH TOBOPUII TaK, CJIOBHO TOTOB OB COENATH AJIT MEHS BCE, UTO
YyTOOHO»

®enukc 6€3XKaaI0CTHO OTTONKHYJ MEHS, HO Ha cCaMOM fefie OIOHAWH OeNCTBUTENTBHO XOTEN, YTOOH S
mepaKaach 3a Hero. Bcskuit pa3, Korja s Tak gyMaJa, s YyBCTBOBaja ce0st HeCYaCTHOM U yOUTOM
ropeM M He MOTJIa 3aCHyTh. KOHEYHO, IIaHCOB y MeHs He OBIJI0, YYUTEIBas, KaK OBICTPO OH HMCUe3,
OynTo ObI 60SIIICS, YTO 51 €T0 IoiMalo.

U Bce XKe yenoBe4eCKOe ceppaie He TakK IIPOCTO.

X0Ts 1 MONIMIIACh O OPYroM, MPobJIecK XKelaHusI CHOBA BEPHYTHCS ¥ BCE MCIIPABUTDH He [aBasl TOKOS.
TouyHO Tak Xke, Kak 5 Hajesyiach, 4To Yontep He Obin ®emuKcoM, HO B TO 2Ke BpeMs X0Tesla, YTOOH OH
UM OBLII.

¢ mocTaya KpacHBIM AparoneHHBH KaMeHb, KOTOPHIKA BCerga Hocuiaa ¢ co00i. [IparoneHHEH KaMeHb
MepliaJ, KakK HacToslIee ropsiiee IiaMs. J Ha MTHOBeHHUe 3axajia ero Mexay OOJbIINM 1
yKa3aTeJIbHBIM IajibliaMy, Ha0miofasi, Kak oH 6JIECTUT B JIyHHOM CBETe, a 3aTeM pacciabuia pyKy u
II03BOJIKJIA €My yIacTh C Teppackl. Korpa mparoneHHb KaMeHb U3BICKAHHOU paboTH yoapuics o0
I0JI, OH pa3jieTesiCd Ha KyCKH.

Brl MOXkeTe 3agaThCsl BOIIPOCOM, YTO 3a APArolleHHBIA KaMeHb TaK JIeTKO CJIOMAJICs, HO 9TO OBIIO
IIOTOMY, YTO OH OBIJT CO3[IaH AJISI TOTO, YTOOKI OBITH CTOMAHHBIM.

«3JTO OparoleHHbIH KaMeHb, KOTOPHIHM COO0IaeT MHE 0 CBOEM MECTOIOJI0XKEHHH, KOTHa JIOMaeTCs.
HWcmomp3yi ero, eCliu CAYYUTCS YTO-TO OIacHoe. 1 cefiyac ke OTIPABIIIOCH TYMa, TOE ThI
HaXOOUIILCSI»

BcrnomuuB, 4TO ogHaXAH cKaldan ®enukc, 1 Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aKphljia JIMLO0 PyKaMy U IIOCMOTpesia
BHU3 Yepe3 nepuia. KpacHelil gparoneHH bl KaMeHb, KOTOPBIM s HOCHIIA C COO0M ¢ TeX 1Mop, Kak
IIOJIy4YMIia €T0, KCUYe3 B MTHOBEHHE OKa. Mou rila3a MpOoCIequiy 3a 3aTUXaloIuM MepIaHueM, a
3aTeM 3aKpPBIIUCE.



Bckope s ycrbliana IIypiiaHue TPaBhl, CJIOBHO OT IIAroB. f CHOBa MEMJIEHHO IOOHsa BeKU. Tak Kak
s ObIJIa TbsSTHA, MHE IPUILJIOCH APy pa3 MOPTHYTh, YTOOH M30aBUTHCS OT TYMaHHOT'O BUAEHUs. 51
3aMeTusia YepHble apMerickue 60TUHKY, 0€3KaIoCTHO TOMYYIue TpaBy. MyK4YruHa Ha MTHOBEHUE
HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOHI IOOHSATH OCKOJIKY AParolleHHOT0 KaMH$, YIIaBIIero Ha I0JI, ¥ B3TJISHYJ Ha MeHS
Ha Teppace.

f mymarna, 4To y ero rias HeT HUKakKux sMouuii. Ha nmpoTsikeHuu Bcell BeYEPUHKU 3TO OBLI
XOJIOIHEIM CHHUM CBET, HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTla OH IIOCMOTpeJI Ha MeHs, OHY Hayaju pruobpeTaTh
BeT I71y00KOro 03epa.

4 mpoTsAHyNIa PYKy U IeperHyiack Yyepes nepusia, 0yaTo cobupanach CIPHTHYTE C TEPPACH], a 3aTeM
3aroBopusia C KpUBOM YCMEIIKOM.

- [Tpomomnxaii.

- He ocTaHaBnuBaucs 1 ONyCTA MeHS Ha AHO, IIPSIMO ceilyac.

3aTeM s IPUKPHIIA TJIa3a U JJaCKOBO YIRIOHYIaCh, KaK BCeTHa feras co MHON Deukc.
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