I'maBa 804.

IeBouKa, CTOSIIAS Ha JIECTHHUIIE, OblIa HACTOJIbKO MaJIEHbKOM, YTO He JocTaBaja ['pumy maxe mo
mosica. TakuM o6pa3oM, JHTY IOMPOCTY OTKA3bIBAJICS BOCIPUHUMATH UMS, MIJTaBalolee y Heé Haf
roJioBoit. I'onbaxuT? UTOOH 3TOT PEOEHOK OBIN CUITbHEUIIUM BONMIIEOHUKOM KOHTHHEHTA... ITO OBIIO
IIPOCTO CMEIIHO!

- Kak Tebs 30ByT? [ToueMy ThI 3mech? Kyna menuch TBOM PONUTEINN?

B oTBeT meBouKa 6€CXUTPOCTHO yNbIOHYMach. OMHOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM U3 €€ YCT BO3HUK CMEX,
IaneKui 0T HEBUHHOCTU. BoJiblile BCEro 3TO HAalOMKAHAJIO0 He4YTO CpeflHee MeXkOy CMeX0M CTapoi
Jegy U mUparTa:

- Wo-x0-x0... MeHs 30ByT ['onbaxut. HekoTophle Ha3kBalOT MeHs KoponeBoit Bomme6GHUKOB.

- Thl... He WIyTUIIB? - MPOOOPMOTan AHTY, BRHHYKIOEHHBIM BCE-TaKK MIPUHSThH JaHHYIO peanbHOCTh. Ho
rZe, B TAaKOM clydae, Oblla cTapyxa, KOTOPOM BCKOPE HOMKHO OBIJIO UCIIOJHUTLCS CTO OBAALATH JIeT?
axe 31bQH, U3BECTHEIE CBOMM [IOJITOJIETUEM, B TaKKe T'OMIbl BHITJIANENN COBEPIIEHHO UHAYE.

- OT0 u3-3a Maruu? - npupad B cebs, cupocun [IpeeMHUK [1arMsl.

- BepHo. Marus cioco6Ha TBOPUTH Yyaeca. 4 MOCTOSHHO IIHITAIOCh HOCTHYb a0COMIOTHOTO YyHa, a
TIOTOMY TaK ¥ BHITISAKY. M0-X0-X0, - KUBHY/A ['0ONIOXKUT, IOMPABUB CBOU PHIXKKE BOJIOCHL.

Ha, AAury momxeH OBLI HOTAaHaThCSI 0 YEM-TO IIOOOOHOM eIIlé B TOT CaMbIii MOMEHT, KOT'/Ia YCJIbIIIA
Ha3BaHUe «baurusg Beunoctu». I'pup cpasy MOHSI, YTO UMEHHO SIBIISIIOCH «abCOMIOTHEIM YyIOM>»,
KOTOPOTO TaK X0TeJla JOCTHYL ['OJIbIXHT.

«BeyHasl XKU3HD...».

TeM He MeHee, TOMCKHU ITONOOHLIX BeIllel IIUTH Bpa3pes ¢ mpoBuaeHreM. ['pupl ObIT TOTOB IOCIOPHTS,
YTO UMEHHO 10 9TOM IMpuUYrHe ['0bOXUT PegKo MoKKUaana cBoio GamHio. U Bcé ke AHTY He cTan
yIIpeKaThb e€. B KOoHIle KOHIIOB, pa3Be OH caM He JKejajl BeUHOW XKU3HU XaHy U He 00sJICS MoTepsITh
Hpen? AHry npekpacHo MoHUMaJ XKenaHnus [OIbaxuT.

- YouButenbHo. Mcmonb30BaTh Maruio, YToOL BEPHYTh CBOIO MOJIOOCTb...

ConbaxuT ¥ BIpaBay Oblla JOCTOMHA TOTo, YTOOH €€ Ha3kiBanu KoponeBoi Bonme6buukos. Ho BoT,
noka I[TpeemMHuK ITarmMel BocxuImancs e, ['obOXUT 3aAyMYUBO YIBIOHYIACh U TPOU3HECIa:



- Bamre BenuyecTBO UCTOJIKOBAJIO 3TO KaK BO3BpallleHHE MOJIOAOCTH? B oTnuYne 0T MOUX OXKUOAHUK
Bl 0YEHB YMCTHI...

910 OBLIM BeChMa 3HAYMMEIE CJIoBa. Eciu ['0NbaXUT He BOCCTAHOBHUJIA CBOIO MOJIOLOCTh, TO KaK XKe
OHa ceunyac Beirisagena? OT 3Tou MbICIU B cepaue ['puna nocenunack TpeBora. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ Kakoe-
TO HECOOTBETCTBUE U HellpusiTre. TeM He MeHee, [0IbAXUT He [lalla €My BO3MOXKHOCTU KakK ClleflyeT
oflyMaTh Hafl 9TUM.

- Bo-mepBeIX, 51 X0uy nob6ymarogapuTh Bac 3a TO, YTO OTBETUIIM Ha MOE NpUTIalleHue. s MeHs
Oosbllas 4YeCTh IPUHSATE B CBOEHM CKPOMHOM 00UTeNN HaCTOSIIETO reposi.

Ton I'onbaxuT abCOJIIOTHO HE COOTBETCTBOBA €€ BHeIHOoCTH. OHa JaXe CTosiIa C PyKaMu 3a CIIMHOI.
CYJIH I10 BCeMYy, OaxKe Marus He MOI'JIa 130aBUTh OT CTap4YeCKUX IIPHUBBIYEK.

- Utak, 3aueM Brl MeHd npurnacunu? - npamo cupocui I'pun. Ha camom pente, [Ipeemuuky [TarMer
He TIOHPaBWIOCh NOsIBIeHKE ['0IbAXUT, TOCKOIBKY OHO IIOJIOKUIIO KOHEL] CKPHITOMY 3afaHUIo.

«Ecmu OBl 5T TPOMOKUIT €T0 BHITOIHSATH, TO MOM MHTEeneKT cMor Ov focTudb 2,000 0YKOB».

OCHOBBIBASICh Ha ITPOT'PECCE 3aflaHusI, 3TO OBIIO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO. TakuM o6pa3om, ['pup CUmbHO
pa3ovapoBasics, IOCKOJIbKY TOCTE NOCTUXKEHUS ABYX C TIOJIOBUHOM THICAY MHTENIEKTa OH CMOT OB
o0yuuthcs ynyumenHoMy OraenHomy Ilapy. Ho BOT, coBepIleHHO BHe3amHO [0ONIBAXUT chefana eMy
IIOKUpYIOlllee MPeniokeHne:

- He mornu 651 Bu IIPUHATH MEHSA B Ka4€CTBE CBOET0 y‘-IeHI/IKa?

KoponeBa maroB xoTena CTaTb €r0 YYeHUKOM?

- Jlyumut Mar KOHTUHEHTa Xo4eT 00yuuthcs KysHeunomy Pemecny? - mepecrnpocun dHry,
COMHEBAsICh B UCIIPABHOCTHU CBOETO CIIyXa.

- Hert, 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO.

Ila, oH OeHCTBUTEIIBHO OCJIBIIIAIICS.

[Tocne cMepTu XaHa OH ORI TaK HANPSIKEH, UTO BPeMs OT BpeMeHH IIJI0X0 BOCIIPHHUMAJT
TocTymaroIyo nHGopMarmio. Kpome Toro, I'pup CUIBHO YCTasl, YTO HABeJIO €r0 Ha MEICIb O



Heo0XOJUMOCTH HadyaTh IPUHUMAThL 9HepreTHueckue nobaBku. Ho Tem BpeMeHeM ['OJIbAXUT
gobOaBuia:

- f xouy usyuyats He Ky3HeuHnoe Pemecro, a Maruio.

- Yro? Thl mpurnacuia MeHs ciofia, YTOOBl TOHACMEXaThCs?

Jlyqmuii Mar KOHTUHEHTa X0TeJl, YT00bI Ky3Hell 00yuun ero Maruu? Takue HIyTKYU OBUIM aKTyalbHBL
pa3Be 4TO B HadaJIbHOM ITKOJIE.

«MoXKeT, e€ MO3T TOXKe CTall MOJIOXKe?», - ITOII0Ka SI3bIKOM ['pHril, He CKpBIBasi CBOET0 HEeJOBOILCTRA.
OH OBIJT KOPOJIEM U He X0TeJl, YTOOH Hal HUM IOJIIyYHBaIH.

TeMm He MeHee, ['0IbIXUT OBIIa HACTPOEHA BIIOIHE CEPhE3HO.

- He obuxatitTech. Y MeHS ¥ B MBIC/ISIX TaKOT0 He OblI0. 4 x0uy, uToOh Baiie BenuuecTBo 00y4nio
MeHs YCUIeHHOM Maruu bpaxama, - MATKO ITPOTOBOPHIIA OHA.

Ycneimas npo bpaxama, ['pup 3acThUI Ha MecCTe.

«Ho xax?».

Kakum o6pa3oM oHa y3Hasa, uTo ['pup Blamen ycuieHHo# Marueir bpaxama? BrpodyeM, OTBET Ha
3TOT BOIIPOC OH OTHICKAJ IOBOJIBHO CKOPO.

«OHa BHU[IeNa, KaK s Cpaxkascs ¢ 60roM MOJTHUK?».

Kak-HuKaxk, nepeq HuUM cTosiia caMa Koposnesa Bomme6uukoB. CucTeMa IIpr3HaBaja €€ OqHON U3
CUJIbHEUINUX JIIOfel COBpeMeHHOM 3moxu. IIycTs [onbaxuT 1 He Oblsla JIET€HO 0, HO OgHAXK B MOTTIa
€10 CTaTh. [IpyruMu ClI0BaMH, OHa BIIOJIHE MOTJIa PaClo3HaTh IPOUCXOXKAEHNE Maruy, KOTOPYIO
KCIoJib30Bas [IpeemMHUK [TarMel.

- EcrecTBenHO, ecnu Baiie BenuuecTtBo 00y4UT MEHS Marui, TO IOJTyYUT KOE-4TO B3aMeH, - C
BECEJIoi yIRIOKOM Ha ycTax MporoBopuia BonuieOHuIa. Co cBoel pyMsHOM KOXKel, BeCHYIIKaMH,
PHIKKMMU BOJIOCAMHU ¥ KPYTJILIMM TJIa3aMH, OHa Obllla JeMCTBUTELHO IIPeKPaCHOM JeBOYKOM... Minuy,
10 KpallHeu Mepe, Ka3anach €.

- M 410 xKe? YTOo THI CHeaellb, eCyid S COTJIallyCh?

- 41 3amwminana ©UMIEePHUIo Ha MPOTSXKEHUM TPEX MOKOJIEHU UMIIEPATOPOB. ITO 3HAYUT, UTO S
BaXKHBIM YeJI0BeK B UMIEpHHU. biaromapsi CBOUM CITIOCOOHOCTSIM U 3aCTyraM 5 HaKOIKJIa OTPOMHEBIE



6oraTcTBa U CHUJy.

- Ha repputopuu CaxapaHckoy MMIepuu s mo4TH BceMoryinas. Eciau xo4yemrs 4To-Hubyab, TPOCTO
CKaXXy MHe. f uCIoHio 1100yi0 TBOI MPoch0y. M0-X0-X0-XO0.

YcTosiTh TIepen 3TUM UCKYIIeHHeM He cMor Obl HUKTO. Tak cuuTana ['0nbaxuT.

- B TakoM ciy4yae oTHay MHe TPOMOBOM KaMeHb, - cKa3an ['pup, - ToT, KOTOPHEIY Ha KPHILIe TBOe
6amuu. OTHoai ero MHe.

- ... 9TO CIIMIIKOM, - BIIEPBEIE 3a BCE BpeMsi HaXMYyPHUJIaChb BOHH.IG@HI/II.[EI, - YT0 K, TH OEeHCTBUTEIIHHO
J'Iel"eHJIaprIfI Ky3Hel, €CJIK 3Haellb 0 TPOMOBOM KdMHeE.

- O HEM HEBO3MOXKHO HE 3HATh.

- B TakoM ciy4ae TH OONKEH MOHKMMAaTh, YTO 9TO HEBO3MOXKHBIM 3ampoc. LIeHHOCTh TPOMOBOTO
KaMH$ HeCOIIOCTaBAMa HU C 4YeM APYTUM. Ero Henb3s MOIy4YUTh, €CJIU TOJIBKO B MUPE HE MOSBUTCSA
BEJIUKUH [€E...

- 3HauuT, Tebe u3BeCTHO, - o0opBan eé I'pup, - Tebe U3BECTHO, YTO TPOMOBOY KaMeHb TECHO CBSI3aH
C BEJIUKUM JEMOHOM, ¥ IIPU 3TOM THI OCTaBUJIa €TO0 B LIEJIOCTU ¥ COXPAHHOCTH? Pa3Be TH He 3HAEIIb,
Ha 4TO CIIOCOOeH BEeNUKUY NEeMOH?

- I'poMOBO¥ KaMeHb SIBJISIETCSI CHMBOJIOM ACTapoTa, OMHOTO K3 BEJIMKUX NEMOHOB, KOTOPHIA
6raromapsi Mioniepy mMOTepsia CBOIO MJIOTh ¥ JIUIIHUIICS IIpaBa OBITh BeMUKUM OeMoHOM. OH He
IIPefCTaBysieT COO0M YIPO3HI.

- 'poMoBo# KaMeHb 001afla€T OTPOMHOM Maru4eckoy cunoi. OH CHIbHO TOMOTAEeT B Pa3BUTUU
Maruy 1 Marm4eckoro opyxus. Kax s Mory u36aBuThCS OT CTOJIb OPArolleHHOTO COKPOBUINA U3-3a
KaKOro-To 0c1abIeHHOTO IeMOHa?

- [Ixax! - paccmesarncsa I'pup.

OcnabneHHBIN BeTUKWM TeMOH? YTO IPOU30MAET, eCIIU CTaHEeT U3BECTHO 0 mpebrBaHNU ACTapoTa B
caMOM cepille UMIIEPHUH, [la ellé U Ha MPOTIXKEHUH MOCIeIHUX IaTHaAaTu 1et? OmHO OBII0
MIOHSTHO HaBEPHSIKa: penyTaius [0NbOXUT YIafET, a €€ BIUsSHUE B UMIIEPHUU OCITabHET.



Ho BOT, KaK TOnbKO I'puj TOYyBCTBOBAJI CBOE IIPEUMYIIECTBO B 3TOM CIIOPE, OTKYAa-TO CBEPXY
pasfgancst BoM CUPeHHl U B KOMHATY BOexasn Pamxu.

- Mactep! B uMnepaTopCcKoM OBOPIE YTO-TO IPOUCXOOUT!

- 41 3Hat0, - 6ypKHYyIa ['0ITbOXUT, KOPOTKO B3MAaXHYB CBOEHM TOHEHBKOM PY4YKO#. M B 9Ty Ke CeKyHIy
IIPOCTPAHCTBO BO3JIe HEE Pa3BEP3JI0Ch, a B BO3[yXe MOSBUIACh Oejast MaHTHUS.

Cyns mo Bcemy, ['0JIbIXUT BOCIIOTb30BAJIaCh YeM-TO HAmomo6rue WHBEHTAPSI, TOJIBKO IJIs
BOJIIIEOHUKOB.

- YT0 X, IpUOETCS OTIOXKUTHL HAIl Pa3roBop.

- ITa, 6e3 mpo06eM, - ¢ TOTOBHOCTHIO cornacuiics ['pup. [Toka e€ He 6yaeT, OH YHUYTOXKUT I'POMOBOM
KaMeHb. fIHTYy 00s13aH OBITT 3TO CHieaTh, TOCKOILKY ObIT YBEPEH, UTO OECIIOPSIIKY B UMIIEPATOPCKOM
OBOpIle CBsA3aHH ¢ ['topatanoM. OgHAKO HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4TO ['0NpAXUT TIOHMMala HaMepeHus ['puma,
OHa COBEPIIEeHHO He OeCIIOKOUIacCh.

- XBaTUT TJIYIIBIX PA3TrOBOPOB. HukTto He MoOXKeT IIOJIY4YHUTh OJOCTYII K TPOMOBOMY KAaMHIO 6e3 Moero
pa3pelieHus. Ecnu THI MMOMBITAENILCS CeIaTh 9TO, TO JIUIIL HaBJIEYEIb Ha cebst MOH THEB.

'poMoBo# KaMeHb 00eperaso 60/IblI0e KOJTUYECTBO JIOBYIIEK U IEJIBIX MSATh 00T0B MOJIHUU. [IpoiiTu
TaKyl0 3aIlUTy He CMOT Ol faxke ACTapor.

- 41 ckopo BepHYCh. [TocTapaioch PEIIUTh 3TY MaleHbKYI0 TPo6IeMy KaK MOXKHO OBICTpee, YTOOB! Halll
IOPOTO¥ TOCTh HE CTaJl HOJT0 KAATh, HO-X0-X0-XO... - PACCMesiiach ['OJbAXUT, U €€ MaJlIeHbKOE TEJIbIIE
TYT K€ UCYe3Io.

['pup xe goxmancs, IMOKa MaHa B OKPY2KalollleM IIPOCTPAHCTBe He YIISIKeTCS OKOHYATeNIbHO U
HAIIPABUIICS aKKypaT BBEPX. ECTeCTBEHHO, €Tr0 MyHKTOM Ha3HayeHus Oblyla BepiruHa Oamuu. OH
IIJITaHUPOBAJI YHUYTOXKUTh 'POMOBOM KaMeHb, 4T0OH 00ecrieduTs 6e3omacHOCT: Mepcenec, a ero
ob0noMku ckopMuTth Hoe.

TeMm He MeHee, 3TO 0Ka3ajI0Ch MaJeKO He TaK IPOCTO, KaK IPenoiaranaock. Yxe Ha ClIemyomeM
ataxe ['pup okasamucs nepeq 1a0uPHUHTOM. DTO OB OTPOMHEIN U CIIOXKHBIN JTAOMPUHT, BEIXOM U3
KOTOPOTO MOKHO OBIJIO MCKATh YacaMu. A 3aTeM MPSIMUKOM K ['puiy MOMOIIEN OUH U3
BOJIIIEOHUKOB.

- TonppxuT monpocuna MeHs mo3aboTuTthes o Bamem Benuuectse. IToiinéMrte BHU3. 4 poBoXKYy Bac.

- Pa3Be 51 He MOTYy IOOHSATHCS? - TOUHTEPecoBaics ['pu.



- Bamas BeyHOCTH - 9TO HE TO MECTO, Kyla MOXKET MOOHSThCS NMobast 3abnyniras cobaka uimm
CKOTHHA, - YCMEXHYJICS Mar.

- YTo-TO 51 37eCh He BUXKY HU c0OaK, HU CKOTUH. AX, MOXKET OBITh, 3TO THI?

Kt0 651 MOT IOLyMaTh, YTO IPABUTENIA I1€JI0I0 KOPOJIEBCTBA U CUJIbHEUIEr0 UTPOKA CPefy OBYX
MUJIINAPOOB Moab30BaTenel «Satisfy» Ha30ByT ckoTuHOU? Y I'pupa He OBIJI0O HU OMHOW MPUYUHEBL
BeCTH ce0s IpyxKento0HO ¢ TomoOHBIM YesoBeKOM. ViTak, OH MeIeHHO BeITalma Meu [IpocBelneHust
M BO33BaJl K CBOel 60eBOM 3HEPTHH, KOTOPas CYIIeCTBEHHO BLIPOCIIa BO BPeMs BCTpeuu C ['0nbaxXuT.

- TexHUKa...

- Cta Tricsiu Meueii!

Oy-ny-ay-nyx!

KpacHo-(¢uoneToBele 9HEPTETUUECKHUE JTyUH XJIBIHYIIH BIOOJIb TAOMPUHTA, TpobuBas cebe MyTh CKBO3b
IIPOYHEBIE CTEHHI U CTpaxkei. B pe3ynbTaTe 3TOr0 rie-To B IPOTUBOIIOI0XKHOM KOHIle balrHu
BeuHocTH, KOTOpas CTOJIETUSMU OCTaBajlaCh HETIOBPeXKIEHHOM, ITPOU30IIIEN B3PHIB, ¥ 00pa3oBasach
IBIpa.

['pup ycTpaHUI Marudeckoe MpensiTcTBue OaHanbHOU rpy0oii cunoi. Ho 4To youBHUTeIbHEE BCETO, OH
coenarn ato npu nomomu Texuuky Cta Tricay Meueit, 6nmarogaps yeMy BoJIeOHUK HaKOHEI[-TO
0CO3HaJI THYHOCTh CTOSIIETO Ilepel HUM 4eloBeKa.

- B-BTopoe npumectue Hemobenumoro ...!

OpHako MOrOBOPUTE OH TakK U He ycne. [IpeeMHuK I[Tarmel 6e3 KonebaHui youn oueBupla u
Opocuics K CIIefyIoIIeMy 3Taxy.

)%k

- A-a-a-a-a-a-ax! - pa3gasncs Kpuk Mepcemec, 9X0M Pa30IIeIIuiCs 0 BCeMy TPOHHOMY 3aIly.

['opataH ¢ caMoro Hayvasa Lenusica B Mepcepec, a He B uMnepartopa. OH 3HaJl, 4YTO aTakys



XyaHaepa, eMy MPUOETCS CTONKHYTHCS ¢ baitHoM. A BaliH, B oTniuune oT Mepcenec, ObIIT BOOPYXKEH U
3aKO0BaH B JOCIIEXH.

- Tocmmoxa Mepcepec! - ycrnblliaB myM 1 B6exKaB B 3ajl, IpoKpuyanu phillapu. OHU OBITH B
HACTOSIIEM yzKace OT IPOUCXOASIIEro, ONHAKO TYT XKe OPOCUIIKCH BIEPEN, YTOORI CIIaCTH CBOIO
HavaJbHUIYY 0T AcTaporTa.

- PekoMeHnyio BaM 0CTaHOBUTHCS. ECITM KOHEYHO XOTHTE, YTOOHI 3Ta XKEHIIIMHA 0CTalach XUBa, -
cxBaTuB Mepcepec 3a 11elo, Tpou3Hec ['topaTaH. [leByIiKa Obljila OTpaBieHa JeMOHUYECKOn
SHepruey, KOTopas MPOHKKIIA B €€ TeJl0 Yepe3 paHy B IPYAH, a IOTOMY HAYEro He MOrJia COefaTh.

Ho BoT, moka pritiapu mpeObiBaiu B OlleTIeHeHNH, XyaHOep OTal IpUKa3:

- 1-p1#t Priniaps, 51 M03BOJIsAI0 TeOe HAXOMUTHCS B MOEM MTPUCYTCTBUM BOOPYKEHHOM.

U BOT, ODHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM [IBa Hauboyee co0Opa3UTENbHEIX PHI[ApS METHYJIU CBOU MeUU
Mepcepmec. A yxe yepe3 MIHOBEHbe BOKPYT TeJla ['topaTaHa BCIIBIXHYJIO [Ba JIy4ya CBeTa.

Oxyx! Oxyx!

Ynmapsl Mepcenec ObIu UAeanbHO BEIBEPEHH], @ IOTOMY ACTapoT B3IPOTHYJ ¥ OTITYCTHUII CBOIO
no6eruy. A TeM BpeMeHeM Mepcefec, 3aHSIB CTOWKY PSIOM C UMIIEPATOPOM ¥ OTOPBAB MO0JT CBOETO
OKPOBABJIEHHOT'O IIJ1aThst, YTOOLI 067IETYUTH ABUKEHUS, MEJIEHHO MPOU3HEeCa:

- [IBeHaAIaTh €T Ha3al Thl COBEPIINII CTPAIIHBIN I'PeX, mpefaB cMepTy KpacHux Prillapeil u ux
CEMbH.

- Tl coBepiun rpex, 06Manys Ero BenudecTBo u KuTenel UMIIepPUH.

B TpoHHOM 3ase moBuCIa THIIHHA. ['fopaTaH OB OlLlIeIOMIIeH, TOTTla Kak Mepcenec co ciie3aMu Ha
rja3ax MpofoJIXKuila TOBOPUTh:

- ... 1 THI coBepmun rpex, 3akneimusB [Tuapo npegareneM. A 3Toro s Tebe HUKOTHa He IIPOIIY, -
nobaBuyla eByIIKa, HaMepeBasiCh BO YTO OBl TO HU CTAJI0 YHUUTOXKUTH 3J10.
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