I'maBa 1663.

CymecTBOBaja BCero ofjHa Mpu4YKnHa, 110 KoTopou YepHbii Prillaps, dnuroc, 3aHsamn 20-e MecTo —
npaBo 3amuinaTh 20-k# af, Cobaubto [TacTh, mpuHaAIekKaso TONBKO eMy ogHoMy. KpoMme Toro, OH
0eCIIOKOHUIICS, YTO MOXKET IOSIBUTHCSI OPYTroi JeMOH, KOTOPHIX OymeT 3ab0oTuThest 0 Cobaunelt [TacTu.
OH 6osiyics, YTO ABEPh MEXMY afioM U 3eMJIEH OyeT OTKPEIBATLCS M 3aKPHIBATHCS 110 MEJIKOM
IIPUXOTH, IIPEBPATUB TEM CaMbIM afi B IEIIEBHIN PHIHOK.

[ToaTOMYy OH HUKOMY He YCTYIIajl CBOET0 MOJI0KEHUS U He CTPEMUJICS K BO3HECEHUI0, OCTaBasICh
3meck BMecTe ¢ Liepbepom.

3aueM eMy HYKHO ObLJIO IIPUKJIafbIBaTh Takue ycunusa? [IoToMy 4To 97Uroc, Ha yOuBIeHNe, ObLI
BEPHBIM IOKJIOHHUKOM afia. Af OBII ICTOYHMKOM TAKOT'0 BEJIMKOT'O CYIIeCTBa, KaK OH CaM, YTO
Pas3BUJIO Y JJIUT0Ca CUJIBHOE YYBCTBO TOPHOOCTU. TeM He MeHee, B KaKOU-TO MOMEHT OH
3aMHTEpecoBacs ['pumoM.

CrocoOHOCTh KOHTPOJIMPOBATH TPAEKTOPHIO... CIIOCOOHOCTh JJIUT0CAa HEUTPAIN30BaTh BCIO TAKTUKY
Bpara, MpuMeHsss COOCTBEHHYIO0 BOOPYKEHHYIO MOIIb, KaK a0COJIOTHHIM 3aKOH, BRIXOUTIA 3@ IIPEeHeIbl
€CTEeCTBEHHOTO X0fa Belrei. Ero BpoXOeHHBINM TaJlaHT ObLT HACTOIBKO BEIAAIOIIMMCS, YTO JJIUTOC
TIOJHSIJICS Ha CTYIeHb IOJTHOM UCKITIOUYUTEeNbHOCTH. Cpeiu BceX, KTO HaXOAUIICS B afly, IOOOOHBIX
Snurocy MoxkHO OBIIIO COCYUTATH I10 MasbllaM OgHOM pyKu. Ero yBaxanu gaxe baan u AMOpaxT.

Te ke, KOT0 caM JJIUTOC CYUTAJI CBOMMHU BparaMu, OBITM PEOKOCTHI0. [IOoMHMO TaKuX HEMoOeauMBIX
CylecTB, Kak baan, AMopakT u Jlepai, a Tak:Ke HeKOTOPhIX HEM3BECTHHIX CYIIIECTB, OH CUUTAJl cebst
ouTH BceMoryimuM. OgHakKo y Hero ObII0 omlyleHre, 4To ['prl, ¢ KOTOPHIM OH CTOJIKHYJICS CETOMHS,
OobIlle BCEX COOTBETCTBOBAJI CIIOBY «HETIOOEOUMBIN».

Toro, KTO HOCHJT Yelly#KY IpakoHa B KaUeCTBe NOCIEXOB, ObIJIO HEJIETKO paHUTh. Ecniu Ke oH
TI0JTy4Yast HeOOJIbIIOe PaHeHKe, TO GBICTPO BOCCTAHABIIMBAJICS, U3HYPSISI TEM CaMBIM JJIUT0CA. JTO
BEIMATHIBAJIO0 ¥ MOPAJIbHO, U GU3UIECKHU.

9nuroc menbkoM yBugen 100 4epHOo-30I0THX PYK, KOTOPhe 0€30CTaHOBOYHO OBUTAJIHACH, HCIIOIL3Y S
['pupga B KaueCcTBe HCTOYHHKA.

Mertani, KOTOprfI HHUKOI'Ia HE CIIOMaA€TCs... CaMO€ MOTYIIECTBEHHOE B MUP€ BEIIECTBO, KOTOPOE
MOZKHO OBIJIO IMOOYMHUTL U CAEPZXKATh, HO HEJIb35 COTHYTH MJIK CJIIOMATk.

B rrmazax 3muroca ['pup BRITISAOEN MeTaJlINYeCKUM, a He JKUBBIM CYIIeCTBOM, 3aCTaBIIss KaKylo-TO
YacTh ero OyIIN CYUTATh CONPOTUBIeHUe Gecnone3HsM. [IpoGieMa Obisia He B BOOPYKEHHOW MOIIHU, a
B Pa3HMIIe BO B3TJIsAAaX Ha TO, YTO 60ph0a C TAKMM IPOTUBHUKOM caMa 110 cebe Oblyia MPOUTPHIIIEeM.



B aTo Bpems I'pup, Ka3anoch, TOPOMHUIICS MOOEOUTH, ITOKa3bIBasi, YTO Y HET'O IPUCYTCTBYIOT UHEIE,
HEOTJIOXKHEIE [lefla. BOT moueMy B roji0Be DJIUToca POAUIICS BOIPOC: a HYKHO JIX eMy BOoOIie
cpaXxaThCs?

— ... 3aK/II0YUTh KOHTPAKT?

— [Ja.

OO6BIYHO, KOT/Ia IeJI0 JOXOMUIIO 0 KOHTPAKTA C HEMOHOM, BO3HUKAJIO CTOUKOE OIIYyIIEeHUE, YTO
HY2KHO IIPUHECTH B KepTBY Aymy. OmHaKO B [eMCTBUTEIBHOCTH BCE OBLIO coBceM MHade. Cyns mo
TOMY, YTO IIPOMCXOOUIIO B OTHOLIEHUSX Mexkay KOpoi 1 KpacHBIM IeMOHOM, IOTOBOP C IEMOHOM
yalre 3akKioyascs B 6oee ynpoiieHHoM Bune. OOBIYHO, KOTTla JEMOH IIpefiarai KOHTPaKT
YeJIOBEKY, 9TO 03HAyasio, YTO OH caM OKa3aJiCsl B 0€3BEIXOJHOM I10JI0KEHUU.

HacKkobKo MOCTBIHO OBIIO ITPOCUTH AYIIY, ECIIU IEMOH 0TKA3aJICsi OT CBOEY TOPHOCTH U caM
IIPenIoKuI KOHTPakT? CiyX 0 TOM, YTO IJIs1 KOHTPAKTa C JEMOHOM TpebyeTcs AyIia, OBl CBOETO
poma mpenyOexkneHueM, pacIpoCTPAHSIeMbIM HEKOMIIETEHTHEIMY YEPHBEIME MaTraMHu.

— B03MO0KHO, CPOYHOCTB KaK-TO CBsI3aHa C TyHOM, — I'pup 06IIancs co CBOMMHU alloCTONIaMu B
pexuMe peaabHOTO BpeMeHU. Mepcenec Oblla phillapeM, BO3NM06IeHHON U YJIEHOM €T0 CEMBH.
OKpyXKeHHe ¥ PaCCTOSTHUE MeIlasy 00LIeHI0, HO OH OBICTPO OLIEHHUJI CUTYalXIo, B KOTOPYIO OHA
TI0IIajIa, ¥ MPHUIIENT K ONpeNe/IeHHbHIM JIOTHUEeCKUM BEIBOMIAM.

Omuroc, OmUH U3 MOBENUTENEeH afga, CMyTHO 0CO3HABAJ, UTO B 3TOT MOMEHT IIPOMCXOAUT T7Ie-TO B afy.
On nocraBun ce6st Ha MecTo ['pupa.

— Ecnu THI X04entb YTy, s oTIyly Tebs. S mogmuuly KOHTPAKT, Tak YTO THl CMOXKEIb T0BEPSTh
MoeMy obermanuio. ComepKaHrue KOHTpPaKTa OyzeT IpoCcTHM. f1 He mpuunHIo Tebe Bpena, eciu
TOJIBKO THI HE 3aTaulllb HAMEPEHUS IPUYNHUTH Bpey Moel Tepputopun. B KauecTse
IOTIOJTHUTENILHOTO O0HYyCa 1 MTHOBEHHO OTIIpaBiiio Te0s Tyha, Kyda Thl XOUYelllb.

— Pa3Be 3T0 0OIHOCTOPOHHSAS BHITOAA? — Npulypuics I'pusn.

Couer{aHI/Ie KOHTPAKTa MO2KHO OBIIIO0 UCTOIKOBATh CKOpe€ee KaK OJO0JI2KEeHHEe, YTO BRITJIAEJI0O BECbMa
IIOJO3PUTEIIBHO.

— 41 6010Ch T€0ST, — YECTHO MIPU3HAJICS IIIUTOC.

— ... A emé mHe xanb LlepOepa.



— TaB-TAB...

Orpomuniit llep6Gep, pa3sMepaMu MOYTH He YCTYTHAIOIUN APaKOHY, U3[laBajl CTOHYyIIMe 3ByKu. OH
TIOBEPHYJI TPH T'OJIOBEL ¥ C HETOLOBaHUEM ITIOCMOTpPeN Ha dnuroca. OH Kak Oy[ATO pyraj Inuroca 3a
TO, UTO TOT HEC YeIyXy, HO IIUT0C MpouTrHoprpoBas 3T1o. OH mornapun LlepOepa 1o 1ee u cKa3ai:

— Pa3Be 910 He yOenuTenbHO? Kak nonro Tel coOupaemnbest KonebaThes?

— la, « IIpUMY IIPpENJIOKEHKE, — B KOHII€ KOHIIOB KUBHYII HpeeMHI/IK ITarMmel, YBUOEB OETAIbHOE
comepzXKaHue <<KOHTpaKTa C DIUTOCOM», TIOSIBUBIIIEMCS rnepen ero riia3aMu.

— OTnu4uHBIM BIOOP, — IO IUITY DIUT0Ca PaCIIbliach yasI0Ka.

Y Bcé 9T0 OBIIO 3aMKUCaHO B 310Cce 0 BoopyxkEHHOM 10 3y060B Gore.

Llepbep, Muduyeckuit MOHCTP, KOTOPBIA BeKaMU OXPaHsJI afiCKie BpaTa, UCITyTaliCs BeIUYus
Boopyxk€énHoro o 3y0oB 6ora 1 OTCTYIIHII...

K 20-my amocy 6b11 fo6aBieH HEOOBIYHBIA OTPHIBOK, B KOTOPHIHM TPYAHO OBIIIO IOBEPUTh, ECITU TOJIBKO
YyeJIoBeK caM He ObUI CBULIETEJIeM IIPOUCXOMSIIETO.

kkk

Yewm Gomnbire Mepcemec 0OMeHUBAJIACh YIapaMu C «II0YepHeBIIUM» ['pugoM, TeM GoJIbIie
coTpsicanach 3Heprus: Meva, OyaTo cobupasick moracHyThb. OCTAaTKK pPacCEeSHHOM SHEPTHUU He MOTJIU
coOpaThCsl BHOBh M PACCEUBAJIMCEH. DHEPTHS Me4a, B3JIeTeBINast Ha IeCSITKHA MeTPOB, Oblyla CHUXKEHA
[0 YPOBHS, efBa NoKphIBawiero Meu Benoro Turpa. B 4epene mocienoBaTeNnbHEIX CPakKeHUN
TIOSIBUJICSI HEOXKHUIAHHBIM ¥ I'PO3HBIN MMPOTUBHUK, U BCKOpe (pu3nUecKre CUITEl Mepceec NOCTUT N
CBOEro Ipeperna.

— YT0-TO He Tak, yMHHUIIA? — IPOTOBOPUJI I0OYepHEBLINY ['pup, cinoBHO ynpekas Mepcepec. OH
Ka3ascs 00eCIIOKOEHHBIM, HO 3TO, KOHEYHO XKe, OBITI0 He TaK.

Mepcenec 3a610KrpoBana Med oYepHeBIIero ['puga ¥ HaloTHUIACh COMHEHUIMHU: «[la, 9T0 OBIIa
HepasyMHas Unes».

[TepBOHa4aIBHOH Iie/IbI0 Mepcemec GBI IIOKMCK afCcKo# TyHEL. OIpenenuB e€é MeCTOHAX0XKIeHNe, OHA
momkHa Obl1a coo0muTh 06 3ToM ['pumy. MeTh gerno ¢ IyHO# MOXKHO OBII0 OBI JTUII ITOCTIE TOT0, KaK
Ha IIOMOIIb nogocneroT 'pup u anoctonsl. OgHako Mepcenec He yoOBIETBOPUIIaCh MPOCTHIM
oIpeneieHneM MEeCTOIOJI0KEeH S IyHEl. OHa 0CMEJIMIIAch IPOKTH IIy62Ke [MOf 3eMITI0 ¥, B KOHIIe
KOHIIOB, ITOMBITAIaCh caMa u36aBUTLCS OT KyCKa IIJIOTH.



[Toka oHa He IpoIIIIa JajIbIile BryOb IO 3eMJII0, €€ TeHCTBUS He BRI3BIBAIM OCOOHIX ITPoOIIeM.
Mepcenec nercTBOBaa Ha OCHOBE PAIlMOHAIBHOT'0 MHIIIJIEHUS, TOCKOJIbKY Obllla eIMHCTBEHHOH, KTO
MOT TIOHSITh Y2KaCHYIO CYIITHOCTh 9TOr'0 KyCKa IJIOTH. Mepcenec 4yBCTBOBaIa HEOOXOAUMOCTh TOYHO
OIIpeNie/IuThL BCE MMPOUCXOMsIIee, U JIUIIL II0CJIe 3TOTO IIPUBECTH CIofia I'pria 1 armoCcTOJIOB.

[Tpo6neMa BO3HUKIIa TOCTE TOTO, KaK Mepcernec cTana ofepXkuMa KyCKoM IIOTH. E€ oxBaTuio
0eCIOKONCTBO, YTO e}l Hy>KHO HeMeJIeHHO n30aBUTHCS OT 3TOM yKacCHOM KpacHOM cyurHocTd. CaMa
TOTO HEe 0CO3HaBas, oa [oTepsiyia caMoobnananue. [la, IMEHHO TakK BCE U IIPOU3OIILIO.

— Mse cTtpawHo... I'pyctHO... [Tomoru MHe... BonpHO... MHe xonopHo... Criacu MeH4...

VicmibiTaHUS [yIIaMU, BRITYIIEHHBIMUA U3 KYCKOB IIJIOTH, TaKXkKe OBIJIO He U3 MPUSTHBIX. YUCII0 Ay,
MYalluXCs K Hel, UCUUCIISANIOCH leCcITKaMH, a TO ¥ COTHSIMHU. JIydlllee, YTO MOTIJia coeylaTh Mepcefec,
9TO pa3uyYaTh OMMACHBIE U HEOTACHbIe MyIIH, u30eras aTak OMacHBIX AYII.

Iy, KoTophkle He MPUYKHSIIN Bpea JIIoOsIM — Oy 6e3 arpecCuy ¥ MPOCTO 3aTauBILKe 00Uy,
IPUHUMAIKCH B 106. OYeBUIHO, 3TO OBIIO JIyYIliee PellleHre, HO faxe JIydIlee pelleHne IPUBEo K
ompemesieHHOM mpobieMe.

ITo CBOEMY HE3HAHHIO Mepcenec IIOIIaJia 10O BIIMAHUE OYIII. bonb, THEB U MeYasb 3TUX Ay
3allevyaTieInucChb I"J'IY6OKO B €€ Agyiie, 1 OHa BOSHEHaBHeJIa a X 3TOT KyCOK IIJIOTH.

TeM BpeMeHeM KJIellleBble aTaKy MOYepHEBIIEro I'puja 1 KycKa IJI0TH CTanu emmé 6oee
yrpoxaromumu. [Jocriexu, KoTopsle I'pup coenan ¥ Hajen Ha He€, ObUTM HEOIHOKPATHO Pa30UTH Ha
vacTy. [1710Th, IpPOCTymaBIIas CKBO3b LIeNU B focrexax, Oblia He 6eJoil, a KpacHOM.

Mepcenec yxe Oblyia BCSI B KpOBH, HO 0OHa 0oJibIiie 6ecriokounach o I'puse, ueM 0 cOOCTBEHHOU
COXPaAHHOCTHU: «MOM TOCIOAUH, 3Ta IITYKa... 0YEHB OMlacHa».

Pasnuyast ¢GopMbl MYAIIUXCS AYII, CTAHOBUIOCH ITOHATHO, YTO 3TO OBITT HE TOT 00BEKT, KOTOPOMY
crouso 6pocaTh BEI30B B OOMHOUYKY. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KaKyio ¢OopMy IIPUHSIIO 3TO CYIIECTBO,
WCIIBITaHKe [yliaMy B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OBIJI0O OAMHAKOBO yTPOXKaIIUM IJ1s BcexX. Bo Bpems 605
MTOBPEXIEHNS HAaKallJIMBaJIUCh C TAKOM CKOPOCTHIO, YTO AaxKe ['pUM 1 allOCTOJIBI HE CMOTTIH OB
BBIEPKATh MEHTAJIbHLIH yaap.

Kpowme Toro, ueM G0IbInii KyCOK IIJIOTH OTPe3asics, TeM O0Jbille BparoB CTaHOBUIOCh. KyCOK IIOTH
MOT MCIIOJIb30BaTh YaCTh, YIIABIIYIO C €T0 OCHOBHOT'O TeJIa, YTOOH Peaan30BaTh X03sSMHA IYIIH.

«...ITomoxpauTe... X03gUHA TyIIU?».

BBIpa)KeHI/Ie JInlia Mepcenec OBIJIO HAIIOJIHEHO yYOuBJIEHHWEM, KOT'ld OHa 386J'IOKI/Ip0BaJ'Ia Med
IIo4YepHeBHIIeETO FpI/ma 1 00MeHsIach C HUM B3rnsggaMu. OHa CMOTPeEJIa, KaK IIOAPATruBalOT I''la3ad
IIOYEpPHEBIIETr o prma, XOT4A pPaHbIlle OHM Ka3aJIUCh TOJIBKO XOJIOOJHBIMHU.



[Touepnesuui ['pup ObLT TO60YHBIM IPOAYKTOM HacTOSALero I'puma. 3To GBI IPOCTO CHEN ero
KJIOHA, KOTOPHIH IT0YepHeIl ¥ HeKOTopoe BpeMsi 6ponui no any. OnHako OCTENeHHO OH YMHEI U
HaOupasics onbiTa. ['0fbl €ro CKUTaHUM 10 afy Oali CBOYU IIJIOOHI, ¥ OH HayaJl COMHEBATLCS B
coOCTBEHHOM CyllecTBoBaHUU. OH MHITA/ICS BOCIPUHUMATH ce0s Kak «51», @ He Yel-TO IT0O0YHEIN
IIPOAYKT.

Heyxxemnu Torga y HET O TOSBUJIACH AyIIa?

[ToyepHeBuInY ['pup yoapun KOJIeHOM B KUBOT IIOTPSICEHHOX 0CO3HaHUEM 3TOro Mepcepec, 3aTeM
00BHUJI pyKaMH ee I1ei0, KPemKo CXKaJjl e€ ¥ IPoIIenTat:

— Mepcenec, g Bunen tebs ria3aMu JTyHHL.

Iyuia mouepHesIero I'puga, KOTOpHINA 0BT yOUT HAacTOSIIMM ['pugoM u moman o6paTHO B afi — €ro
[yIla yaep:KuBanaach 3TUM KYCKOM ILJIOTH, ¥ YaCTO 3acCMaTpuBaiach Ha 3eMi0. Kax bl eHb, TOKa
afickas JIyHa OCTaBajach Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH, OH CJIE[UTI 3a KU3HBI0 OCHOBHOT'O TeJla, KOTOPOe OBIII0 ero
MCTOYHUKOM.

YTo 3TOT IMIapeHb HEHABUOEII U 9TO 11001 — BCE 3TO BpeMs OH HabIoan ¢ 3aBUCTHIO, @ MHOTHA U C
COXKaJIeHueM.

— 4 mro6i1r0 TEb4.

— ITocne aToro TH OyAemb MOEH. ..

Mepcenec MoYyBCTBOBasa, KakK BOJIOCH Ha €€ Tejie BcTanu apiooM. OHa 60pojiach, YyBCTBYS
HMCKaXKeHHEIe 9MOIIMY ITI0YEePHEeBIIero I'puga, KOTOPEIM, aKd TUTAHTCKUY 3Mei, BCE Kpemde U Kpemye
cxkuMan eé mer. OmHaKO 0OepKUMOCTh ToUYepHeBInero I'puga Oblyla 3a mpeaeiaMu €€ BOOOpazKeHwusI.

— Hagscerpa. TBos myiia HaBcerga OyoeT CO MHOM, B JIOBYIIKE 3TOH BEYHOCTH...!

B To BpeMmsi, Korga okpalleHHb 6e3ymMueM KPUK II0YepHEBIIEro I'pua mocTerleHHO CTaHOBUIICS
rpoMdye...

— TeI? — pa3pgancd KpUK JeMOHa, KOTOPBIN CYUTall, YTO eMy nepecagunu aymy Mactepa Meya. On
JKWJT 0Y€eHb JIOJIT0, TaK YTO €r0 MaJio YeM MOKHO OBIJIO YOIUBUTH, @ IIOTOMY TAKOMW OIIeIOMJIEHHBIN
BCKPHK OBIJT CTPAHHBIM.

Mepceuec IIOCTEIIEeHHO TepsJla CO3HaHHEe, KdK BOPYT €€ TeJo BAPYT 3aBHCJIO B BO3OyXe, U ObIXaHUE
TyCTOI'0 BO30yXa aia BOPBaJIOCh B eé nerkue. OHa IIpHUIIJia B ce0s ¥ 0CO3HANa, YTO Majaer.



W 3710BYMBIILCE, Mepcenec IIpU3eMIJINIaCh Ha 3€MIJII0 I'PAllMO3HO, KaK 6abouka.

[ToToM OHa yBH[eNa 3TO: IOSIBJIEHNE ABYX ['pHUIOB, IPOTHBOCTOSILIIUX APYT APYTY.

— Xopormas pa6ota, Mepc.

IIpIxaHMe TOBOPSIIETO CIIMHOM K Mepcenec I'pupa 661710 HEMHOT'0 TPYyORIM. ITO OKA3bIBajI0, YTO OH
oudeHb yctan. C Ipyroi CTOPOHEI, HCKaXKeHHOe JIUIIO TIo4YepHeBIIero I'pua ObIJIO IOTHO
paccnabneHHOCTH. KpacHBIHM KyCOK IIJIOTH [ajl eMy ellle 00Jiblile TyI.

— I'pup, s MenbKOM HaOIIOMaN 3a TBOEH KU3HBIO.

HekoToptbie u3 pparMeHTOB IJIOTH, PaHee OTPyOIeHHbIe Mepcenec, IoIeTeNNN U MOTaI B PyKU
noyepHeBIero I'puna. OHU OBICTPO MPUHSIN GOPMY Meya U HOCIexoB. ITo Oblyia popma, KoTopas
O4YeHb HallOMUHAJIa 9KUIIUPOBKY, B KOTOPYIO B HAcToOsi1lee BpeMs U Obis1 00maueH [IpeeMHuUK [Tarmel.

— YeM cuIbHEE TH CTAHOBUJICS, TEM CUJIbHEE CTAHOBUJICS U 4.

YepHas sHeprus Hayasla paclpoCTPaHAThCA BOKPYT odyepHesBiiero I'puna. Ha mepselii B3I 3TO
BBITJISIENIO KaK JleMOHUYeCcKas 9HePTUs, HO... 3TO OBIIO He Tak.

«B0XeCcTBEeHHOCTb...!».

— 4 3acnyXuBaio TOTO, YTOOBI OTHSATH ¥ TeOS KU3Hb.

A 3aTeMm oTKpeIIOCh CBaTHNHUINEe MeTanna. KaHboH, TIe cKopee LAapuil He Kap, a XOJIOM, T/ie TPaBUI0
OTYasiHWe, a He BeJIuYre — 3TO ObT MeHTaIbHEIM MUD ITOUepHeBIero I'puma.
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