¢4 Owlsta papia, YTO OH HE paccepausics. Bopegb MHE HYKHO ObIJI0 OBITE HEMHOT'O OOuTenbHEee. A3eK
He JTI00UT Clie3hl, II03TOMY MHE CJIefloBajio OBITh OCTOPOXKHOU U O0Jblle HUKOTIa He TIOKa3kIBaTh eMY
TaKOT0 3pejula.

— MoXHO MHe II0eXaTh Ha TBOEeH JIoLIamu?

— INouyemy O®I U HET?

Yro? TH He pacCepauInbCsa, €ClIu g BOCIIOIb3YIOCh YEM-TO TBOUM?

MHe 3T0 IT0Ka3aj0Ch CMELIHEIM, HO 51, KOHEYHO, 3TOr'0 He II0Ka3aJla.

— IlpaBpga?

— IIa, mpaBaa, — Aii3eK IOKayas roJ0BOM, HEMHOT'0 CMECTHBIIKCH B CTOPOHY, YTOORI €T0 T'la3a He
IIOTEPSNIA MEHS U3 BUAY.

— A nmomagsiM He O6yneT HeKOM(OPTHO, eCly Ha HUX OyOeT CUOETh KTO-TO OPYToM?

— Itu pebsTa Haxke He Y3HAIOT CBOETO XO35IMHA, €CJIU ThI Jalllb UM I6JI0KO.

4 mopormta 6uxKe K xKepebiry, KOTOPoro A3ek mepKas 1mof Y3OIsl. YepHbIH KOHb OB MACCUBHBIM,
C KpenkuMu MulmnaMu. OH BHIJISAAEN OYeHb TOPABIM U BEICOKOMEPHBIM, Kak U ero X0351uH. Korga g
OCTOPOXKHO TIPOTSHYJ eMy 6JI0KO0, B TJla3ax XKUBOTHOTO OJIECHYJIO YIOBIETBOPEHNE.

— 4 mam Tebe 3TO, Tak 4TO OyIb CO MHOM TOOPHIM, — KOHb OTBETUII MHE (DEHIPKAHBEM U CHETT SOIOKO
3a cekyHay. OH Ka3ajcs JTaCKOBHIM.

41 Bce elrle YyBCTBOBAJIA, KakK Iyla3a Aii3eKa U3y4al0T MEHS CO BCEX CTOPOH.

[Touemy oH Tak cMoTpes Ha MeHs? O yeM oH gyman? [[efiCTBUTEIBHO I OH HEe IPOTUB, YTOOH! 5
KOpPMHJIa €ro JoIamb?

— 4 mymato, OH JOBOJIBHO KPACUBBIU.

— Kaxertcsi, oH Tebe HPAaBUTCSI, — TUXO CKa3ajl AN3eK.

— ITa, OH MUJIBIH, — S5 TIOMHSJIA PYKY ¥ ITOCTapasiachk MOTIafuTh HOC kKepeldila Tak ke, KakK 9TO
cmenan Aii3ek 4yTh paHee. OTOT KOHb OBIJI COBCEM He TaK yX IIJIOX.



— Torpga nmoexanmu.

—A?

— Cepnpuxk!

KoHI0X, KOTOPBIH [I0 3TOTO KyMa-TO yOexKasl, CIelIHo BepHyycs o0paTHO. OH BHTJISAET HEMHOTO
B3BOJTHOBaHHBEIM, HO KOTfia Ali3eK KMBHYJI €My, OH TYT K€ CXBaTHJI CEMJIO 1 IOO0IIeN K JIOLIaIy.

— Munenu, BH yKe BbIOpaIy JIOMAah?

— OmHa moemeT Co MHOH.

CenpuK He CMOT CKPHITh HEIOYMEHHOTO B3TJISIMa, TOSIBUBILIETOCS HA €r0 JIUIe, HO BOIIPOCOB He
3aaBall.

YTo KacaeTcsa MeHs, TO MOH I'Jla3a YyThb HE BEICKOYHUIIA U3 Op61/IT.

— Tr1 yBepen?

OH He 0TBeTHIl.

— Tol geCTBUTENIBHO COOMPAEIIBCS OTBE3TU MEHS TyHa?

— Ha camoMm fersie g uMero B BHUOY... — OH B3JOXHYVYIJI, IPOBOOSA IIAJIBIIAMHU IIO BOJIOCAM, OyMasd, 9YTO
CKa3arTh fJanblie. — 9 Bce PAaBHO HUYETO He OeJlalo B CY66OTY, TakK 9YTO MH€ He CJIOZXKHO.

— Ho PaHEbIIe CKa3all, 9YTO 3aHAT.

— 91 OBLI 3aHAT MEICJIEHHO.

YTo, 4epT BO3bMH, ITOT MApPeHb roBOPUA? Xa-a, s JOIKHa Oblyla MPU3HATh, YTO OH ORI HE TAaKUM, KaK
s 0Kuana. BEICOKOMEepHEIH NanafinH, KOTOPHIA BHaYasle faXxke He XOTeJl HaXOOUThCS CO MHOM B
OIHOM KOMHATe, Telleph Pa3roBapuBall CO MHOM. BoJIbIION TPOrpece, eciu s MOT'y TaK CKa3aTh.

MHe npupeTcs IPOOoJIKaTh B TOM Ke [iyxXe, YTOOLI OH He IOTepsiyl KO MHe UHTepec.

)%k



Y noguoXwus o3epa ['peiinieo, rue IPOXoauia BeuepruHKa, ObIJI0 0KHUBIIEHHO U MIYMHO. Moopsie
JIOPIBL ¥ JIETH, OfleThIE B JIETKKE KOCTIOMHI [IJIsi BEPXOBOM €3I, 00IIaNUCh APYT C OPYroM, GrupTys u
HaCJIaXaasich MO3THUM 00€I0M 3a CTOJIaMu, Pa30POCAHHEIMY 110 BCcel TeppuTtopun. He6o Hag HUMU
OBLIIO CITOKOMHOTO ToTy00To 11BeTa, He3amnsiTHaHHOTro o6j1akamMu. ATMocdepa Obiyia 04eHb
POMaHTHYECKOW ¥ MUPOIIOOKMBOM, KOTZIa I CMOTpeJia Ha BCe 3TO CBEPXY.

KoHeuyHO, poMaHTHYeCKasi aTMochepa BCKope Oblla pa3pylleHa.

— Vx THI, wepT! YTO 9TO Takoe?

— DM, THI TOXKE 3TO BUOUIIE?

— O, ma, g TOXe 3TO BUXKY.

— OTO KaKoe-TO 3aK/JIMHaHNe TaJlIIoIuHaLluN ?

— 4 He 4yBCTBYIO0 HUKAKOU Maruu.

My, He TyMalo, YTO S eIMHCTBEHHAs, KTO CYUTAET, YTO THI GOJIbIIE TOX0XK Ha AbSBOJIA, YEM Ha
nasiafguHa. TBOM PY3bs BOT-BOT BHITAIIAT CBOU MeYHU U OpocsaTcs Ha Tebs.

Onu nmubo pyranucek Ha HETo, 160 ObIIH IMIOKXPOBAHEI 10O HEMOTHI. OnuH 4eoBeK yIaJl ¢ cenjia,
YBHUOEB HacC. A TakxKe 3aMeTuIa, Kak KTO-TO IIOIIEPXHYJICA COKOM U YyTh HE 3aJOXHYJICA B IIPDUCTYIIE
CHUJIBHOT'O KalllJIfd.

A¥i3eK TTOTHOCTBIO PA3PYIIXII XOPOIIYI0 aTMOC(EDPY, HO Y HETO He XBAaTUJIO yMa CMYTUThCA. OH
TIOTHAJI CBOIO JIOIIAfb Briepen, He obpalas HM Ha KOro BHUMaHHUS, ¥ IMOIbeXajl K CTOJTY, 3a KOTOPHIM
cupesna JJIJIeHUs C TPYIIION XKEeHIUH. B 0TIuYre OT IMIOKUPOBAHHBIX BRIPAXKEHUM OKPYKAIOIINX,
OJINIeHus CIIOKOWHO MMPUBETCTBOBAJIA €0 C XaPAaKTEePHBEIM MJIs Hee 0e3pa3IMYHEIM JIUIIOM.

— Ilo kakomy ciy4ato, 6pat?

— 4 Bcerpa cam peliaio, Kak MHE ITOCTYIIUTh.

A¥i3ex He yCIes CIPLITHYTH C Cefla, KaK OHM CHOBa Hadalu CeMerHyi ccopy. Het, pebsTa...

— He BuHE B 9TOM MeHSI.

— 4 He 00BUHAIO TeO4.

— Torpma, 4To TH X04ellb, YTOOH! g Cenasa C 9TUM? — HalpsXKeHHe B BO3yxe HapacTaso 110 Mepe



TOTO, KaK T0JI0C JJIJIEHUM CTAaHOBUJICS BCe 00JIee 03KEeCTOYEHHBIM.

— 91 He mOMHIO, YTOORI ITPOCHUTT TeOS YTO-TO C STHM HeJIaTh.

— Brito 65 Jgy4iie, eCiin OBI THI IIPOCTO IIPHUOEP2KUBAJICA CBOUX ITI€PBOHAYATBHBIX HaMepeHHﬁ.

JTta CCOpa He uMeJjla HUKAaKOro CMBICJIa, HO HM OJWH U3 HUX HE OTCTyIIall.

— Ecnu OBl S TaK IOCTYTUII, YTO OBl THI CHeaNa? — eXugHu4all AU3eK.

— He sa3Bu. Ilo kpaiitHei Mepe, s 671arogapHa, B OTIMYHE OT OTIA.

— Jla, 1 IpeKpacHo IIOHKUMal0, YTO Thl €IMHCTBEHHAs B 9TOM CEMbE, Y KOT'0 €CTh COBECTh. TaK moyemy
Obl TeOe He MPEKPATUTh MOMBITKY 3aTesITh CCOPY? 1 HauMHAal0 BEIXOOUTH U3 cebs.

[ToyeMy 5Tu IBO€ BAPYT HU C TOTO HU C CETO IIOCCOPUIIHUCH... M 3-3a 4ero? 4 noHumarna, 4To Au3ek
ObLT TaKMM, HO JJieHus? Ecy OHM OCCOPSATCS B OTKPHITYIO, Ha TJla3ax y BCEX, 9TO OYAET BHITIIANETh
Tak, OyOTO 1 — IMepPBOMPUYKHA BCEro 3Toro 6ecropsakal

Opetis, CumeBIIast PSIIOM C JINIeHHeH, TIOCIEIIHO MTOTHIIACh CO CBOET0 MECTa U BCTala MeXIy
wuMu. OoHa pyKa Jieriia Ha Iaedo JNIeHHHd, KOTopas CHIesa B Kpecye IPsIMo, a Ipyras — Ha PyKy
Aii3eka, KOTOPEIH BEICOKOMEPHO CMOTpeIT Ha cecTpy. ®uankoBbie ria3a Opeu ObITH MOJTHEL
0OeCIIOKOMCTBA.

— IIpekpartute, Bel 06a. ITO HE TO, O UEM CTOUT CIOPUTh. M pa3 yXK TH 3[[€Ch, THl TOIKEH
HaCJIagUAThCs BeUEPUHKOU CO CBOEU XKEHOH, a I0C/ie CIIOKOMHO YUATH, BEPHO?

HecMmoTps Ha OpyKeCKu# yIpeK CO CTOPOHH APyra JeTCTBA, 3TOT IPUAYPOK HaxKe He CABUHYIICS C
MecTa. JJIeHus ToXKe He ToleBenunach. Ee rinasa cmorpenu Ha 6paTa, Bo3MylleHne ObII0
HalKCcaHOo Ha ee JIUIIE.

— OH...

YToOHI TOJI0KUTE KOHEI] 3TO yayllalollei aTMocdepe, 5 MOMbITanach CIPHTHYTh BHU3, HO MOU HOTH
3aTeKJIM OT [OJITOro cupeHus B cemye. M Torga Ai3ek, OBICTPO MPOTSIHYB CBOU CUJIBHEIE PYKH,
CXBATHUJ MEHS 3a TaJHIO0 Ha r'ja3ax y BCeX.

)%k

[T.1.: ITpenioxkeHnus, BEIIEIEHHBIE KYPCUBOM - IIPOIIIOE.



[lns Tex, KTO He MOHSI, 0 YeM OHM CIIOPUIX: JJIeHUS pa3apakeHa Ha Ali3eKa 3a TO, UTO OH
M3MEHUII CBOe OTHoIIeHue K Py6u. ETo "mepBoHavyanbHbIe HAMEPEHUS" 3aKIII0YaINuCh B TOM, YTOOBI
HUKOTIA He UMeTh Hu4ero obiero ¢ PyOu u 0CTaBUTH ee TOJTHOCTRIO Ha MoedyeHre JIIJIeHNH, HO OH
cOUBaeT C TOJIKY BCeX BOKPYT IepeMeHo CBoero noeneHus. OCo6eHHO TO, YTO OH CHeflajl CerogHs:
nIpuexasn Ha MepOIpUsaTHe BMecTe ¢ PyOu Ha OmHOM JIOIIafy, COXPaHUII ee PemyTalllio epes Bcen
MOJIOIOM apUCTOKpaTHUel U, II0 CyTH, IT0Ka3aJjl BCeM, YTO OHa II0/Ih3yeTCsl ero 671aroCKI0HHOCThI0 —
MHU3EPHOM, HO BCe XKe OJIar0CKJIIOHHOCThIO. KpoMme Toro, SMnieHus u JoOMalllHUe CIIYTH, 3a KOTOPBIX
OHa OTBeYaeT, KaK X035HKa JoMa, HeOpe:KHO OTHECNIUCh K Py6u B TOT IeHb, KOTla OHA IIpuexana K
Atizexy B mopT. OHa Oplna ocTaBiieHa 0e3 mpruCMOTpa Bo BpeMs 00j1e3Hu U pubhiyia B ropoy 6e3
COTIPOBOXKOEHHUS, TO3TOMY Al3eK ObeT ee 110 pyKaM 3a HEBHIIIOJIHEHUE CBOUX 00513aHHOCTEHN (KOTOphIE
Ha CaMOM [iefie NOJIKHBI ObITh ero 0093aHHOCTSIMU Kak Myxka Pyou).
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