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— JaBal crelaeM IepPepEIB.

910 OBlNa TpexdyacoBasi BcTpeda. Po3anrHa BCTala CO CTysa, YTOOHI BHIUTH.

— PozanuHa.

ITo3Ban ee Kawup.

— Jla, Bame BemnuecTBo. Y Bac ecTh KaK0e-TO [eJjI0 IJIsT MeHs?

CnoBa «He mo3BonsiiiTe MHe paboTaTh BO BpeMs IIepephiBa» 3acTpsiIu B ropne. OmHako Po3anuHa
yNbIOHyTach KaK OMBITHEIA CeKpeTaphb U Oblla TOTOBa CHelaTh BCe, UTO MOTJIa.

— Ilocne okonuanus ectusans PaccBera s xoTen O HarpaguTh TeOs. ECTh 1 YTO-TO, YTO THI
X0yYellb?

Harpapa?

YTo 51 TONBKO YTO yCiblana? Po3anrHa mogymara, 4To 3To Oblio rpy0o, HO OHA IIPOCTO 3aKaTuia
ryla3a ¥ He cKa3aja HU CJIOBa.

— PosanuHa, oTBeTh. X04ellb JIX TH IIOOAPOK?

Pozanmua nmokauarsna rojIoBOI.

KaI/Ip, I"J'IY6OKO CUOEeBIlIee B KPECIIE€, Ha4aJl IIJTaBHO BCTABATh, MUJIJIMMETP 3a MUJIJTINMETPOM
INOJHHMMaACh C TPOHA.

— PozanuHa.

Kaup oka3zascs nepep OeBYIIKOU.

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo.

— Yero xke TH X04ellb?



«Mory nu g paccka3aTtbh? Heyxenu 3T0 MOU MIaHC?»

Kaup BHIT/ISIOEN BIIOTHE B XOPOIIIEM HAaCTPOEHUH.

— IMpogonxaii, Po3anuHa. { UCIIONHIO BCE, YTO TH ITOXKEIaEllh.

9T0 OBIJIO ITOX0KE Ha COH. Po3anurHa B BOCTOpPre IOCcMOTpesa Ha Kawupa.

— Hey}KeHI/I? — CIIPOCHJIa OHa IMPUTOPHO CJIagKO.

— KoHneuHo.

Pozanuua Ha6panaCL Xpa6pOCTI/I II0CJIe XOJIOOHOT'O OTBETaA KaI/Ipa.

Certyac! 9T0 Mo maHc!

9TO BO3MOXKHOCTb, YTOOBI HAWTH CBOM IIYTh B 2KM3HHU, HE II0IIaB B 3dlldaHIO.

PosanuHa nepeBena ObIXaHUE.

— Baiie Benuuectso, g X049y OCTABHUTHL IIOCT BaIllETO CeKpeTap4d. b3l X049y YIZTH

Ero nuiio ToT49ac 3aMepJio, 3acThli0. Kak 6yTO IpeBpaTUiIoCh B JIEM, KOTOPHIM HUKOTHA He TaeT.

— Her.

— [Touemy? Bl ke cKa3aiu, 4TO JaguTe MHE BCE, UTO s I0XKeJan?

— PozanuHa.

T'omoc Kaupa norusuncs. Ero xpumnnsiil roj1oc 651 HaCTOJIBKO KPaCOYHEIM, HACKOJIBKO OH OBUIT U
ormacHBIM. Kaup MeieHHO OTKPHUT POT. ITO OB PHIK ATUHOM B TPU OHS U TPU HOYMH.

— TrI X04elb yMepeTs?

— B cMmEICTTE?

— Po3zanuHa, ecTh TOJIBKO OOMH CIIOCO0 mepecTaTh OBITE MOMM ceKpeTapeM. Thl JOJIXKHA YMEPETh.



[Tman meuTsl Po3anuHbl ObIT pa3pylleH.

«Bel X0THTE, UTOOH! 5T BCIO KU3Hb KWJIa PSAAOM C Bamu? A He xouy!»

Bce ee MeuThl 1 IIyTaHbl Ha KU3Hb YIIBIBAJIX [ajieKO 3a rOpu30HT. Mexny PozanuHou u Kaupom
HacTymnuna Tsaxemnasd TuinuHa. [HeB Kaupa cxuran Po3anuny. Po3anuHa BIIepBble CTOJIKHYIIACH C
raeBoM Kawpa nuIioM K JUIly, ¥ Teleph IOHSIIA, II0YeMy JIIofK ero 00sTcs.

BHemHss gBeph Apoxkara. JI'ogu, KOTOPhE BHIUTM Ha HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, TOX0KE, BEPHYIIHUCH.
Mornopo# afMUHUCTPATUBHBIM COTPYAHUK OTKPHLUI ABepb. OH HEe MOT BOUTH U KoJiebacs.

— Yto ¢ Tob6oi? Thl HE umenin?

,E[epeK TOJIKHYJI COTPYOHHKA 3a IIJIe40 U BOIIEJI B KOH(bepeHI.I-3aJ'I. Ho oH TakXe 0CTaHOBUJICA.

KondepeH1-3an npeBpaTHiICs B Jiec. ITOT Jiec ObIJT 04eHb APEMYYUM U TEMHBIM. ['0JIONHEBIN 3BEPD U
YOUBJIEHHBIE KPOJIUKH, KOTOPHIE CTOJIKHYJIMCH CO 3BEPEM.

«BynTo KpeBeTKa, 3aCTpsiBlIas Ha CIIUHE y KuTa. MrHOBeHUE U Te0SI COTPET B IIOPOIIOK»

Ho Jepek Ovin rinaBoit AmMunucTpanuu. OH J0nXKeH OB YTO-TO COEeNaTh, HaXe ecid OH 3TOr0 He
xoTen. [lepek chenan mar. Heo6xomumo ObIIO MPUHSATEL BaXKHOE PEIeHre U BO30OHOBUTDL BCTPEYY.
KoneuHo, ono3ganve Ha OOUH-[Ba Yaca CUJIBHO HU Ha YTO He IOBNUdeT. [lepek u Apyrue ciyru
ViMImepaToOpCKOTo ABOPIIA MOT'YT paboTaTh U [0 MTO3MHEN HOYH.

— Bame BenuuectBo. Bel pa3roBapuBaete ¢ cekpetapeM? HaM BeIATH?

OcTtopoxHo crpocun [lepek. Kaup MpuOTKPEHLUT T'yObl, HE IBUTASCh.

— A, BHIAOH.

— Baimne BenmuuecTBo, 9T0 0ueHb BaxKHO. Eciiu cefiyac He COCTOUTCSI BCTpeyYa, TO PaclucaHue OymeT
HMCKaXKeHO.

PozanuHa GEICTPO MOBEPHYIa rooBy. Ecnu HyKHO OyeT mepeHecT:d OTMEHEHHYIO BCTPeUY, TO
IIPUOETCS TOCMOTPETD KaJleHgaph Ha MecsI] BIIepe[ ¥ COTIacoBaTh ee. [ToTpebGoBanock O BpeMs,
yTOORI IIPOCTO CKOPPEKTUPOBATH PacClucaHue. Po3anuHa TSKeo B3JOXHYIa.

— PosannHa, Kakasd camasi BaxKHas npoGHeMa 0715 4enoBeka?

— TIpo6neMsl ¢ mUTaHUEM?



Kaup mMenieHHO MMoKavas rojoBoi. Jlepek yBuaes, KakK [IBOe BCTYIIUIIN B PA3TOBOP, ¥ TUXO 3aKPHII
IBEPE.

Paspancsa kpuk «HeT!» u Kaup mocMoTpen Ha IBepb, HaXMYPUBIINUCH.

— Her, HpoﬁneMa He CBsI3aHA C eflo¥, OHa He uMeeT GOJIBIIOTO 3HAYEHUS.

— [ToueMy 3T0 He uMeeT OOJIBIIOTO 3HAYEHUT?

Poszanuua YOUBJIEHHO PACKPEHLIIA I'JIa3d. Ona BCIIOMHHUIIA BpeMs, KOrga XKuJjla B Kopee. Osna He MorNIa
IIOBEPHUTH, YTO 3TO HE UMEET OOJIBIIOTO 3HAYEHHS!

4 130 BCeX CHII MbITAIACh MOIYYUTE 3Ty Pab0Ty, He OBITH YBOJIEHHOM, KOTHA MOTy4Ynsa 3Ty paborTy,
TPSICJIach 3a Hee, KaK POCTOK Gacomy, ¥ IPUXOAua oMo, afgas OT YCTaJoCTH. ITO OOLIKHOBEHHAS
PyTHHA, Ha KOTOPYIO HEIb3d CMOTPeTh 6e3 cres!

— PozanuHa.

Kaup y6pas 3010TsIe BOJIOCH Ha3an. OH BEHICOKOMEPHO MOTHSI mogdoponok. Kaup oueHs mevyanbHO
IIOCMOTPeN Ha Po3anuny.

— Kak roBopuTCS, €Clu Thl yMpeIlb, TH HE CMOXKeIllb ToecTh. Thl 3Hama 06 aToM, Po3anuHa?

JIuno Kaupa, crpairBalolee ¢ yibi0Koi, He ObII0 TEMHBIM.

«Ho ... moueMy 51 Tak HEpPBHUYAI0?»

Poszanuua He cMoria faxe KUBHYTH B OTBET Ha cJioBa Kaupa.

)%k

BepnyBIuCh B cllanbHI0, Po3anuHa cpa3y ke 6pocunach B mocteinb. KpoBaTh Obina O0JIBIION, U
MSTKO€ TIOCTEeIbHOe OeJTbe OKYTHIBAIO TEI0 PO3aIiHEL.

Po3anuHa nmepeBepHYyJIach ¥ IIOCMOTPENIA B MOTOIOK. Ha moToKe OBLINM MHOTOYUCTIEHHBIE (DpecKu
CBSTBIX ¥ MYAPEIOB, TOAAepKUBAOIIKX OorrHI0 JTeyc. [IpocToe co3epliaHue CIIOKHBIX Y30POB U
IEeKOpaTUBHBEIX KAPTUH 3aCTaBUJIO €€ COCPENOTOYUThCS.

«4 HUKOrma He AyMaJjla, 4YTO OH He IIO3BOJIUT MHE YﬁTH YT1o XKe MHe Telnepb genaThb...»



Po3anuHa HaxMypunack. BHTh ceKpeTapeM Toxke Herioxo. OHa IPUBHIKIIA K KECTKOMY rpaduky, u
Kaup cran 6osee OCTYIIHBIM.

OHa moJjy4asa XOpoIlyio 3apIllaTy ¥ MOTJIa KyIIUTh BCe, 4TO XoTena. brarogapst mognepxkke Kaupa
ee pelyTalus BEIPOCa, ¥ HU ONUH MyXKYHHA-apUCTOKPAT, KOTOPHIH OB JOCTATOYHO B3POCIIHIM, HE
Mor obpamaThCs C Hell HeOpexKHO.

BaM Ovl moHagoOMI0Ch MHOT'O TTa/IbIlEB, YTOOL IEPECUUTATE BCE IIPEUMYIIeCTBa, KOTOPLIE IaBajio
OJI0XKeHue cekpetaps Kaupa.

Ho st He MOT'y TakK XKUTb BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb. Po3asiMHa KOrma-HuOyOb MOoIKHa Obl/la BEIUTH 3aMyX. B
Vimmepuu JTeyc XKeHIMHA-apUCTOKPAT He MOXKeT paboTaTh, eCiiu

OHa BBRIXOOUT 3aMyZXK, IIO3TOMY OHad HE MOZXKET COXPAaHNUTE CBOIO JOJIZKHOCTE CEKPETAPI.

4 TakxKe Ha MUHYTY 3agyMarach 0 TOM, 4TOOBI KUTb OfHOM. Ho 9TO HUKOTa He Oy[eT I03BOJIEHO
cembelt beput. Ho Gorblile Bcero oHa He X0Tejla YMUPATh COBEPIIEHHO OOUHOKOM. KT0-TO MOoXKeT
II0COBETOBATh MHE 3aBECTU KaKKWe-TO OTHOIIEHUS, HO BCTpedaThCs, MOKa I CeKpeTapkb... ITO
O3HayYaeT, YTO g OO/IKHa HalTH KOro-To B MMnepaTtopckoMm aBopiie. Kak Xyau u [lepek. UHaue MHe
IPOCTO He OyaeT XBaTaTh BPEMEHH.

K coxanenuio, HUKTO BO IBOPIiE He IIOOXOOUTI, IOTOMY 4YTO BCE KaHAUAATH psanoM ¢ Kaupom
IIpeBpalllaiiCh B JeTEHHIIIEN KalbMapoB. A Bce u3-3a Kaupa.

— Xa, 4To Ke MHe geJjiaTh?

IeByirka B3goxHyna. [lepBoHavanbHBEIY XKU3HEHHBIN II71aH Po3anuHbl ObLI pacijiaHApPOBaH Ha 5 JieT.
B pe3ynbTaTe 3TOTO OHa U ee ceMbsi 30aBmsA0TCA OT (rara cMepTu. [Toce 3TOro XKu3Hb CTAHOBUTCS
CIIOKOWHOU U IPUATHOU.

— Ho uto xe cnyuumnocs ¢ Ero Benuuectsom?

Kaup HUKOr{a He mepzKaics 3a mopeit. OnHako, 4ToOb cTaTh K HEMY O/11XKe, HYKHO OBIJIO TPOUTH
TI[aTeIbHEUIIYI0 IIPOBEPKY.

B moboMm cryuae, caMoe riaBHOe OBINIO, YTO OH HE MeIla JII0OIM YXOOuTh. Kaup He OB ofmepKuM
HUKeM. B poMaHe OH BCcTpeuascs ¢ 6eCYUCIEHHBIM KOJIMYEeCTBOM XKEHIIUH, U, KOTHa Te BBIABIXAIUCh
U Hapmoenanu eMmy, Kaup 6e3pa3nuyHo Maxasl PyKo: «Yxomu». Jia Obljla eJUHCTBEHHBIM YeJI0BEKOM
Y JXEHIIWHOM, Ha KOTOPOX OH OCTAHOBUIJICS.

4 OBlna CIUIIKOM YeJI0BeUHOU? ITO M3-3a BEePHOCTU WM TOBapuilecTBa? Wiy mMpoCcToil BEKJIUBOCTU?
[Tepen TeM, KakK BCTPETUTHLCA C Hel, Kaup mMor OBl cllyyallHO OTIYCTUTD €e, CKa3aB: «Yxoau». 31ech
WCII0/Ib30BaIacCh «IIOJUTHKA, OPUEHTUPOBaHHAS Ha JII0er», KOTOPYI0 OH IMOCTOSTHHO ITOMYEPKUBAT,



XKuBA ¢ Po3anuuoin?

Ho aTo monutuyeckas ©CTOpus, a Moe OyayIee — 3TO APyToe feio.

PozanuHa ceyla Ha KpoBaTh U OTKMHYJIA CBOU CBETIIO-(PH0oNIeTOBEIE BONOCH. OHa X0Tena Obl
3aKpuyYaTh, HO CyHyJIa KyJlaK B POT, BCIIOMHUB 0 Xy3H, KOTOpas XOPOIIO IIPOBOAXIIa BpeMs ¢ [lepekoM
B COCeOHEN KOMHATe.
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K necuactsio nnig Posanuntl, [Tepek 0vu1 ¢ Kanpom, a He ¢ Xyaii. [lepek B3TJIAHYI Ha Yackl U
nopoxpas, noka Kaup yxe 4To-HuOyIb CKaxerT.

Kaxk Tonmpko KaI/Ip BOIIIeJI B CIIAJIbHIO, OH PACCTErHYJI BCE IIYTOBUIIHI. I/IMHepaTop 1"J'Iy'6OKO OTKHHYIJICA
Ha CIIMHKY KpeCJla U YCTaJIO II0JIOZKMJI PYKH Ha ITOOJIOKOTHUKH. MY}K‘II/IHa MEeJIEHHO OTKHUHYI I'OJIOBY,
1 eT0 30JI0TEIE BOJIOCH IIOC/IEIOBAIIN 3a HEM.

Kawup uyBcTBOBas cebs mpegaHHbIM Po3anmuHoi. Po3anuHa, ero 611uXKauIiui TOMOIITHUK ¥ CEKPeTaph,
C KOTOpO¥ OHM MHOT'O CHeJIaly BMECTe, CKa3ajla, YTo Xxo4eT yiuTu. Kak Tonpko Kaup ycisiman aTo, y
HETo MTOSIBUJIOCH OIyleHue, OYITO IpomnafaeT 3eMJIsd U3-TI0f HOT. Teso namano B 6eCKOHEYHYIO
npornacTb. OH OyATO IIPOBAMIICS CKBO3b II0JT ¥ YTOHYII B €€ IIpefiaTeIbCTBe.

OH yrpoxarn et cMepThio. Ho B IefCTBUTEILHOCTH €My He XOTeJIoCh, YTOOBI OHA yMepIIa.

['me s MOTy HaUTH CeKpeTaplly, KoTopas CTOJIb JKe KOMIIeTeHTHa, Kak Po3anuHa, KoTopasi 3HaeT
MEHS OT U [0°?

s Po3anuuel He Ob1710 3aMeHE!. [Taxke [lepek, C KOTOPEIM OH POC C CAaMOT0 POXKIEeHuUs, He MOT
KOHKYPUPOBATh C HEM.

[ToaToMy OH YyBCTBOBAJI CE0S MPEOAHHBIM.

— Bamre BennyecTBo, BBl 3HAETE, YTO HE TOBOPUTE HUUYET0 yXKe Ha IIPOTSIXKeHUU Yaca? Bam
OVCKOM(OPTHO?

Iepek, KOTOPHIH XKOaj mpuka3a Kaupa u cTosin 6e3 Kakux-nubo meicTBUi, 00JIbIe He MOT TEPIIETh
WU IIPOCTO MOJTYATE.

OH yxe ona3pgriBai Ha 40 MUHYT Ha BCTpedy, Ha3HaueHHYI0 ¢ Xyau. OH 3Has, 4yTo Kaup noHuMaer,
YTO C HUM IIPOUCXOAUT, HO II0YEeMy OH HUKaK He pearupoBai?



[ToHnMaHue T'OJIOBOM — 3TO APYyTroe feno. XyaH Ovl celiyac cKa3ajla CBOMMHU KPaCHBHEIMU T'ybdaMu, 4TO
y HETO TPYAHOE BpeMsi, HO [lepeKy He XOTEeNI0Ch 9TOT0 IOHUMATh.

Ilepek mpozxKai OT BOJTHEHHUS.

— [lepek.

Kaup, HakoHell, OTKPHUT poT. OH MOAHSII TOJIOBY U ITOCMOTPEN Ha [lepeka.

— Ia, Bame Benuuectso. ['oBopuTe.

[TpocTo cKaxu 4To-HUOYAb. MBI 3TO PEIIUM, U S OTIIPABJIIOCH HA BCTPeuy C Xyaii.

—4d IIpoCcui Tebs IIPOBECTH PaccCiienoBaHue O Poszanuue, HO Tak u He TIIOJIY4YHUII OO0 CUX IIOP OTYETA.

910 OBINIO U3-3a ceKpeTaps. Y [lepeka 3aKpyXkKujach rojaosa.

KoneuHo, paccimemoBaHue 3aBepireHo. OHa He Moryia u3bexaTh [IxkeiMca. Po3anuHa He 3HAET, HO
[I>xenMc cneoui 3a Hel IocjiegHMe HeCKOJILKO THeH.

4 He oTuMTHIBaNCA nepen KaupoM, MOTOMY YTO MHe Hedero Ovl10 coo0muTh. I[IpuyrHa, 10 KOTOPOH
Kaup 0ObIYHO MPHUKA3kIBAET JIIOMSM IIPOBECTH PacCaeqoBaHKe, 3aK/TI04ajiach B TOM, YTO KTO-TO OBII
opo3puTesieH. beia BO3MOXKXHOCTh HaHeCceHus Bpena MMmnepuu unu Kaupy.

Ho Pozanuna nomo6HOTO B KU3HYU He 3afyMara Obl. Po3anuHa Bcerga Onlna Be3fe BoBpeMs. Bes ee
pyTuHa Oblla cocpenoTtodeHa Ha Kaupe. Bee gnst Kaupa. Yto-To OBI710 mogo3puTenbHEIM? [axke eciu
BBIMBITH TJIa3a C MBIJIOM, TO HUYET0 He 00HAPYKHUTh.

— PaccnenoBanue okoHYeHO. HU4uero moo3puTeIbHOTO HET, IO3TOMY S He COOOIIuII 06 3TOM.

BpoBu Kaupa B3gporuaynu. OH HaKJIOHWI BEPXHIO YaCTh TejIa BIepel, CKPeCTHUB IINHHbIe HOTH,
OyITO XUITHUK TIePe[] MPLIXKKOM.
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