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Ha cnenyromuii neHs OBII0 TPYOHEE, YeM B IeHb 6aHKeTa. Po3amuHa MoIoXkKuIa PyKy Ha
HapsKeHHOe I71e40. XysH, KoTopas HabiIomata 3a 3TUM C PaCCTOSHUS, om0exKara.

— CekperTaps, BH ycTtanu? Kak HacyeT nepepriBa?

Pano YTPOM OHa IIOIlJia B CIIAJIBHIO, YTOOBI OTIIPOCHUTHCA Ha BBIXOIHOM. BUOUMO, OH ellle He 3acChIall,
XOTsI OOBIYHO BCTABaJI [0 BOCXOOa COJIHIIa, YTOOBI 3aKOHYHUTEH KaKKHe-Iu00 Jella.

Kak Tonpko Kaup yBuzmen Po3anuHy, OH BCTall ¥ CHSJI CO CBOeU I'OJIOBH KOPOHY. Kak 3T0 00EIYHO
OriBaeT, Po3anuHa npuHsaia KOpoHy 6e3 BCIKOro cMyuieHusi. KopoHa, BO3MOXKHO, yKe Oblla
Poszanuusl. Tak Kak B pykax Po3anuHbl oHa Oblna yalre, 4eM Ha rojose Kaupa.

— PozanuHa, HUKaKux 6aHKETOB B OynmyIieM.

Ho mouemy? 4 mymara, 4To 9T0 OBLI OYEHb YCIIEIIHbIH 6aHKeT. Bce ocTamuch HOBOIBHEI, CETOMHS
raseTHl IPOPEKIIaMUPYIOT 0e3yITPeYHbIN UMUK UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbH.

Poszanuua BOIIPOCHUTEJILHO IIOJHAIA 6I)OBI/I.

— BrI He goyKHE 0671eTYaTh MHE MO0 paboTy. S 4yBCTBYIO ce0st HEJIOBKO.

VBEI, 3TOUCTUYHEIE JTIOOU.

4 mbITanmack yCTPOUTH OAHKET, YTOOH! Bbl BCTPETHUIIUCH C TJIaBHOM IepOMHE, CBoeil cyap0oH, fa s
Maxke IPUAYMBIBaia, KakK CO37aTh UMUK UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbH.

9TO BCe IEeNCTBUTEILHO OBIJIO CJI0KHO CHEATh.

A He IIPpOIIy HUKAKUX Harpam, HO 4 MHOTO€ COoejiajida U KOy XOTs OBl TIapy CIIOB ITOXBAJIEI.

«3JTO0 Tak 00MAHO ¥ MEP3KO, MHE IeHCTBUTEILHO X0UETCS YUTU»

He 3nas mreicner Po3anuubl, Kaup HanpaBuics B 3al 3acelaHUM.
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YTpo uMeno ropbKuii mpuBKyc. biaromapsi cTapaHuio 6€CCOHHOTO CeKpeTapsi, apUCTOKPATHL U CITYTH,
KOTOPHIE BCIO HOYBb ITPUCYTCTBOBAJIM Ha OAHKETe, BN HA PACCBETE C IIMPOKO OTKPHITBIMU
r1a3aMu.

B MmMnepuun 3Teyc perynspHO IMPOBOASTCS apuCTOKpaThuiecKue BCTpeuyu. Ha HUX 00CyXaanuch
T7IaBHBIE BOIIPOCH cTpaHbl. O01Iue gefla peryaupoBaHus ABOPSHCKOTO COBETA pelllaiiCh MUHUCTPOM
BHYTPEHHUX [eJ1 ¥ UCIIOJTHUTEIHHON BIaCThI0, KOTOpas Oblyla BO rjlaBe. BONMBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX OB
BBEITYCKHUKaMU AKafleM1uy, 1 UMEeHHO OHU BMecTe ¢ KaupoM peltianu rocynapCTBeHHEIE TPOOIEME.

BhICTTyIIaB JOKIIa/ O MOJIyYeHUN BOEHHBIX pelapaluii OT IPOUTPABIIMX CTPaH, Kaup mposesn
nogpo6Hoe CoBellanue, YTOOb 06CYIUTh, YTO CTOUT ITEPECMOTPETh B HEKOTOPHIX
HEYIOBIETBOPUTEINIbHEIX IIPE/I0KEHUIX, ¥ KaK TPOBECTHU OyOyIIue meperoBOpH.

WmnepaTtop 6e3 ycTamu OCTPHUJI, 3alaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, Korfa Po3anuHa yke BMeIIaeTcs, a He OymgeT
IPSITaTHCS IEIBN NeHb, YTOOH 00ecneunTs cebe moIpoc.

Y TonpKo 1mop KoHell coOpaHusi Po3anuHa maja COBET.

«OOHAKOo 3TO CIT0KHO Ha3BaThb COBETOM, 3TO OHINIO, CKOpee, IIyCTOo€e Ppa3rjiiaroibCTBOBaHUE»

E#t OBIJIO IPUSATHO COOOIIUTH €My pellleHre 3TOM ITPOOIEMEL.

«...ApuUCTOKpaTH He 3HAIOT, KaK YATaTh OTYETHI? Bl 3HAETE, KaK CMEeSIThCA U HallMBaThCSA Ha
OaHKeTe, HO He 3HAeTe, YTO fieflaTh B IIEPBYIO OYepeb, KOTHa Bbl CUOUTE 3a CTOJIOM IIEPETOBOPOB.
MoxeT, MHe cliemyeT o0y4uTh Bac 3ToMy? Kak e Bbl CMOTJIM ITPOUTH 9K3aMeHHl B AKageMun? Mnu
BaM y[aJoCh 3TO C YbEH-TO IIOMOILBI0?»

Pozanuna IIPOH3UTEJIbHO B3TJISIHYJIA Ha CBOMX KOJIJIET-dPHCTOKPATOB, Y KOTOPHIX ITOCTEIIEHHO
TEMHEJIH JINIia.
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— Bare BenugecTBo, BpeMs 4asi.

IIBa yaca mus. Yai 6bi1 npuroTtosiieHd JepekoM. U3-3a cnoB Po3zanuubl Kaup Haxmypumncsa. OH u
Poszanuua mnu 60k o 60k. [THeM B 3ane MMnepaTopcKoro gBoplia napusna 6e3MsaTexkHas TUIINHA.

ConHeYHBIY JTy4 MMPOHUK BHYTPb U KOCHYJICS [APArolleHHOT0 KaMHs Ha KOpOHe, KOTOPYIO AepKaia
Pozanuua. OTpaxkeHHBIM OT yKpallleHu! CBeT pa30uiics COTHEeH pa3HOLBETHHIX OJIMKOB, 3aI0THABIINX
KOPHUZOP.

«O4eHb KPacHuBO»



Ha artot pa3 Po3anuHa ryssia mo 3aJUTHM COJIHIIEM KopumopaM. Kaup mien Buepenu Po3anuHbl TeM
e IIIaroM.

«OH cTasn ellle BHIIIE WU IPOCTO ITIOB3POCIIEN?»

Co BpemeHeM Kawup cTaHOBUIICS BCe «00bIIe ¥ 60IBIIE». ITO GBI HE MPOCTO KITI0Y K PEIIEHUI0
IPOOIEMEI.

«Temepb MHE MEMCTBUTENIBHO TTOPa YXOOUTH»

Po3anuHa roppKo yIbIOHYIIACh, TTISAS Ha €ro MPSIMyI0 CIIUHY.

B MiMmepaTopcKoM [BOPIE ObIJI0 HECKOIBKO MECT TOJIBKO [JIS1 MMIIepaTopa.

YalHbIM cajl, CO3MaHHbIM UMIIEPAaTOPCKUMHU CIIOHCOPaMH, OBLI ODHUM U3 TaKux MecT. Ha Gepery,
YCHIIAHHOMY IIBETaMH, MOXKHO OBIJIO YBUAETH OOJIBIINE KPAaCHBHIE NEPEBHS, TOBCIOAY YKyTaHHbBIE
Ce30HHBIMHU IIBeTaMu. HUKTO He MOT Ilepecedb Ipefieibl cafa, YToOb B HETO BOWTHU, He TI0JTy4YuB
pa3pelieHus uMIepaTopa.

OKpyKeHHHBIN 3eJIEHEIMU NEPEBbSIMU U IPKUMHU I[BETaMHU KPYTJIBIN T'Ofl, TIOAK Ha3bIBaIK ero JIykeTa
(IpKO CBETAIIUUCSH).

Kaupy mpaBumoch 3To Mecto. Oco6eHHO TOTyoeHHOe COHIlEe, 6yaTO Jblomuecs ¢ Heba, YUCTHIH
BO3MYX, IebeuyIue MTUIE TaKKe OBIIM XOPOoIH. JIydIne BCEro B 3TOM MecTe ObII0 TO, UTo Po3anuHa
CIIOKOWHO OTHOCHIIach K Kaupy, He oOpaliias BAUMaHUS Ha B3TJISObI APYTUX JIIONEH.

[Tocne cepBUPOBKY YAaWHOTO CTOJIA CIIYT'H BHIILIM U3 cafa. OHU OyOyT CTOSITH 3a OEPEBLIMU U
IIOSABSITCA 110 TepBoMy 30By Kaupa. CTpaxa cpernasna To e caMoe.

— MJTHBIH Yal.

PosanuHa nogana eMy yMepeHHO NIPOXJIagHBIM Yaii. He oTpeiBas B3rasgAa OT JOKYMEHTOB, Kaup B35
€ero.

— Bl peuuiy mpocTo OTOOXHYTH?

Po3anuHa mogogBUHYIa 3TO TaK, YTOOBI OH CMOT C JIETKOCThIO HAUTH U B3SITh 3TO.

— A He MOTY OTOOXHYTH U3-3ad 3TUX UOUOTOB.

Ha cerogusmHes BcTpeue Kaup cHOBa mpocMaTpuBal Habop maHHBIX. MeHHO Onarogaps Kaupy



cTpaHa Morjia OBITh COXpaHeHa HAaCTOJIbKO, HACKOJIbKO 3TO OBIZI0 BO3MOKHO. OH GBI TOCTATOYHO
KOMITeTEHTEH, YTOOBI KOMIIEHCUPOBATh KECTOKOCTh, KOTOPAs MPOCIaBUiIa ero Kak THpaHa.
VimmepaTop OBLI CKPYIyJie3eH U PACCYOUTENIeH ¥ BCETHa BHIUTPHIBAJI TO, HA YTO CTABHUIL.

«9TO rJIaBHEIM MyKCKOU mepcoHax. Ho Bor He Harpaaun ero scem»

Y Kawupa ecTb Bce: BHEIIHUH BHJ, O0raTCTBO, MacTePCTBO, Cujla. HO HET TOJILKO OJHOT0 — XOPOIIeH
JIMYHOCTH.

«BOT 3TO 1 eCTb caMbIli 0OJIBIION HEeJOCTATOK»

Xotst Po3anuHa BocxHINanach TeM, UYTO B poMaHe He OBII0 HeabHOT0 MyKUYMHE 6€3 HEJOCTAaTKOB,
HO... BHe3anHo pa3ganuck YbU-TO TOJI0CA.

— ...Her.

— Y MeHst Ha3HayeHa BcTpeyda. [ToxanyiicTa, IpoBephTe.

PosanuHa, KoTopas yxke cobupasnach BRIDOHUTH YAlIKy OT HEOXKUAAaHHOCTH, HA MTHOBEHHE
YCOMHMUIIACh B CYLIECTBOBAHUY AbsIBOJIA. M3 IIIyOMHEI cajia IOCIIBIIIAJICS XKEHCKUN T'0JI0C: CKaXKeM,
BaM OBl He XOTeJI0Ch y3HATh I'0JIOC TOTO, KTO 3arHasl BaC B TYIUK Ha ITpa3fgHuKe? ['1a3a — 3TO He
YIIIH.

«Imma?»

Pa3yMm PozanuHbl HamoMHUI e¥ 0 3a0bIToM €10 obelranuu Jiiie. OHa BUepa peaabHO TOBOPHUIIA IIPO
yau? M BOT OHa yXke 3[eCh.

IleBymiKa o4HyJach OT MbIcei. Kaup nmocmorpen Ha Po3anuny. Korma oH mocMOTpen Ha ee rjias3a, TO
o0OpaTu1 BHUMaHUE Ha IIyM, KOTOPHIH 10 9TOT0 He MOT yCJIBIIIATh U3-3a KOHIIEHTPaIiu.

— YT0 5T0?

KTo mocmen BMemaThCs B Moe YaenuTue? I'naza Kaupa BCIBIXHYIH.

— 4 noiimy, IpoBepIo 3TO. A BEL JOIIEUTE CBOU Yay, I0Ka OH OKOHYATEJILHO He OCTHIHET.

PosanvHa BIeNuMIach B CBOE IJIaThe U MOIINa, KakK Ha mpobexky. Hamo 6510 OBICTPEe 3aCTaBUTh €€
3aMoJTyaTh, MoKa Kaup He paccepauscs u He B3sT CBOM Med.

— A... Po3anuna!



YBuneB Pozanuny, J1nma caoenana xkecT pyko#. OHa B3MaxHYyJla PyYKOH, Kak pebeHoK, U
IIPUBETCTBOBAJIA €€ TPOMKUM XJIOTIKOM.

Ecnu KTO-TO TakK [ie/laeT, TO OH cuuTaeT Te0s1 CBOMM OJM3KUM APYTOM. PHillapy 0CTaHOBUIUCH OT 3TUX
JKECTOB ¥ HEBUHHOT'0 cMexa. Mmest Po3anmuHbl Obla TPaBUTBHOM.

Ho BcKOpe pHIIlapu BCTAIU Iepeq Hew.

— YTo mpoucxoouT?

Cnpocuna Po3anuHa y cBoero crnyTHuKa [Ixkeiimca. OH Obi1 BepeH Kaupy u He pa3 oKa3bkIBajl 3TO Ha
mmosie 00s.

— OTa XeHIWHa CKa3aja, 4To Y HEee Ha3Ha4YeHa BCTpeda C CEKpPeTapeM...

— Posanuna, BepHO? Po3anuHa mpocuia MeHsSI BCTPETUTLCS C Hel BYepa, BepHo? THl 4TO, 3abkia?

Onta, KoTOpast MOAHsIa PYKH Iepe[l IPYObIo ¥ II0CMOTpesia Ha Po3anuHy CBOMME TOMHBEIMU T'JIa3aMH,
OTIYCTHUB IIJIEYH, BEI3BaJIa YYBCTBO COCTPAAHUS.

Her, 310 ux mpsiMmast 06s13aHHOCTh — He JaTh TOCTOPOHHUM BOWTH B JIyKeT3, [I3KeHMC 4yBCTBOBA
cebs BUHOBATEIM.

Pozanuua B3goxHyna. [[xKeuMC IOLIEN Jajblie.

— CoBeplIIeHHO BEPHO, OHa Mosl 3HaKoMad. 1 g noobemana. Ho g1 He Ha3HauusIa HU MecTa, HU
BPEMEHU.

PoszanvHa nyia"upoBasa B34Th C CO00H OJITy ¥ IOTOBOPUTH B TUXOM MecTe. [I719 3TOro el HyKHO
ObI7I0 CHaYasa NoNy4YuTh pa3pemienue Kaupa. Po3anuna npocut Sty HEMHOTO IION0XKAATh U
IIEITAETCS PA3BEPHYTHCS BCEM TEJIOM, HO JJla BOPYT OCJIENIUTEILHO YIbI0aeTCs, XBaTaeTcs 3a CBOIO
100Ky U CJlerKa HaKJIOHSeTCs.

— 4 npeknousoock nepen ConniieM Ummnepuu.

Kaup nopomen k Pozanune u One.

— KT0 3107

Kaup npoursopupoBan 9iy u crpocun Po3anuny.



— Baire Benu4ecTBo, 37paBCTBYUTE, BUepa... 4 Inna Ilaymoc, g nogpyra Po3anuusl. BepHo,
Poszanuna?

Pozanuua 3acTeiia B oueneHerun. bposu Kaupa gporuynu.

— Ilog... pyru?

I'na3a Kawupa ctamu ocTpeiMu. OH JOJITO MOJTYaIMBO CMOTPETT Ha JIITy.

— 9 Bce 00bsicHIO, Batre Bennuectso. 9ma...

«41 el He mpyT, MBI BU€epa C/Ty4alHO BCTPETUINCH. HaM HYKHO TOJILKO ITIOTOBOPUTE...»

9710 ObIJI0 CTpaHHO 00BSICHATH. OHa He XOTeN OBITh PSAOM C IO Kak ApYT.

— Her, nomoxnu.

I'ma3a Posanunel gporaynu. OHa He 3Hajla, 4To Kaup coenaet ¢ Jiou.

«BeI yBEpEHHI, 4TO cynb0a ecTh cyapba?»

[TepBoHauanbHO aBTOP 0OJIEE CTa pa3 HaIucal CI0BO «POKOBas JII000Bb» B poMaHe. ITO 03HAYaeT,
4yT0 I7a u Kaup TeCHO CBA3aHBHL.

PozanuHa omycTtuna Hasafa. OHa 4yBCTBOBaja Ce€0ST TPeThel JTUIIHEH.

«He BazkHO, KaK Tkl Ha 3TO CMOTPHIIb, HO Thl JYMaelllb, YTO S B 3TOM 3aMelllaHa, BEPHO?»

Opuako Po3anuHa He Morja OBITH OTHe/IeHa OT HuX. Ee momeiTKa Oblyla MPOCTO MOMBITKOM. Kanup
KPeIKo CxKajl MaHKeTy Po3auHEL.

«ITogymaiTe 0 TOM, 4TO 3TO AN Bamero Benunyectsa Mmnepatopa»

On 3aJepPzKall B3rjidn Ha JJiie ¥ CXBaTHUII POBEU'II/IHY 3a PYKY. Poszanuna BOCKJIMKHYJIA.

Opmnaxpbl A3ea 3arosopuiia ¢ Po3anuHol, KOTia OHE CTOJIKHY/IUCH B Kopumope. CoBeT U3 YCT A3esikl
OBITT IIPOCTO HEBEPOSITeH. JTa IPUYUHA TOTO, UTO Po3anuHa Oblyia B 3aMelraTenbCcTBe. Ho 4To ceituac
cnyuusoch ¢ Kaupom?



Ona OTJIAHYJIaCh Ha Sme. Ilns cyacThsa KaHpa 9nna momkHa Ovlzla OBITH TOX0XKa Ha OPHUTHUHAIIL. Pa3sBe
9TO HEé TO, 4YTO BaM Hy}KHO7

XBaTKa Ha 3amsicThe OblIa OYeHb 00JIE3HEHHOM, U IEBYIIKE CTajI0 MI0X0. Po3amuHa MOmbITanach
0CBOOOOUTDH CBOE 3aIlSICTHE.

Kaup HaKOHEI-TO MOCMOTpEN Ha Po3anuHy.

— Po3zanuna, 94TO TH AeNaelnb?

— OrnycTuTe MeHs.

— [Touemy xe?

Bl cipamBaete nouemy?

IepxkaTh 3amsiCThe OPYroro YejaoBeka 6e3 pa3pelnneHus — HeBeXIUBO! OCOGEHHO MeXIy
MYKYHHAMH U XEHIMHaMHU!

PozanuHa He MOrjia OTBETHUTh Ha TaKoe OOJIbIIoe KOIMYECTBO BOIIPOCOB.

— 4 npomomxky muth yait. Kak Hacuet Te6s, Pozanuua? OHa ckKa3salla, 4TO OHa nmoppyra Pozanuusl? A
Iaxe He CIbIIIan 06 Sne.

Kawup B3s1 Po3anuHy 3a pyKy u IopoIes K YaiHoMy cTouKy. Korma onu ncyesnu, Ja,
OCTaBIIasiCA OfHA, CXBaTHJIa IOM0J OPOro IIaThs U ITOTHAJACH 3a HUMHU.

Bpewmst 4asi, KOTOpPOEe [OJIZKHO OBITO OBITH TUXUM, CIIOKOMHBIM U MUPHBIM, IIPEBPATUIOCH B KyOUK
nepa. Kak ato cinyuunock? YeM Gobilie oHa 00 3TOM gyMmara, TeM 6oJbllle pa3fpazxanack. Jia...

BepHyBIIKCh Ha CBOE MECTO, OHU He Cpa3y OTKPHIIX POT. I'na3a Kaupa rmoreMHeny, a HaCTpoeHue
Po3zanuHEl IOMIATHYIOCE.

Onna HeGpeKHO MOXBaKIa KpacoTy JIyKeTs ¥ mIPOMOJIKKIIa PAa3TOBOP.

Kaup Obln IOTPyKEH B CBOU MBICIIH.

— Tl HE MOXKeIIb ObITh APYroM Po3anuHH.

Korpga 9na cka3aja, 4To OHa ee moapyra, Po3anuHa HaxMypuiaach. ATO ObII0O MUMOJIETHO, HO OH



3aMeTHII.

[Totomy, Kak OBl J7a ee He Ha3bIBaJla, APY3bsIMU OHU HE MOTJIU OBITh.

«YT10 3TO TaKoe?»
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