— Kak sTort pe6éHOK MOKeT OBITh KUB U 300POB B TaKOM COCTOSIHUI?

— MoxeT GbITh, 9TO ITOTOMY, YTO OHA 3HAET, KaK MCII0/Ih30BaTh Maruio? Viam 3To moTomMy, 4TO OHA
BHIIIITIA 3a MTPedesbkl BpeMeHu? - 0TBeTusn UToH.

— 41 xe rosopun Tebe, y Cexk MCKaxKEHHas AyIlla, TOTOMY YTO OHA BePHYJAch B mpouwioe. HaBepHoe,
TI09TOMY OHa MOXKET MCII0Ib30BaTh Maruio. C Tex Imop Kak MyTeuUIeCTBHE 3a Mpeesikl BpeMeHU
CJIOMAJIo e€ MAyIly, Ha Heé IOo-MPeXXHEeMy YTO-TO BIusieT. [Ipyroro o0bsICHEHUs, KpOMe 9TOT0, HET.

— OTO He TO, 0 YEM 5 TOBOPUIL.

— ...Torga 4TO THI UMeEELIb B BUAY?

TeM, KTO HaXMypuJCS Ha 9TOT pa3, 01 UTOH.

— Bcé eé Temno nepenonHeHo Maruei. Eciu 6b1 0Ha Oblyla HOPMaIbHEIM 4e10BeKoM... OHa He Gbiia 05
B CTOJIb XOpo1en dhopMme.

— TlepenonueHo, ga? HeckombKo neT Ha3afp...

Ou 3Han, 4To CeX MOXKET MCIIO0JIb30BaTh MAruio, HO 3T0O ObIIO BCE. KommuyecTBO MaHbl, KOTOPOU OHA
obnapgana, OBIJI0O HEBENIMKO. B mydilieM ciiyyae OHa MOTJIa CO3aTh JIUIIh HEOOIBbIION BETED.

— Bo3MoxkHO, 00yueHue €€ MaTruu MOCIYKHUJIO CITYyCKOBEIM KPIOYKOM. JI0JIKHO OBITH, OHA
IIPOfoIXkKasa MPakTUKOBAaTh CBOIO Maruio B ONMHOYKY Jaxke II0CJIe TOT0, KakK TH yIIen. Ho CKObKO Obl
OHa HU NTPaKTUKOBAJIach, BCEMY [OIXKeH ObITh Ipefes. Thl TOXKe 9TO 3Haelllb. ITOT YPOBEHb Maruu -
3TO He TO, YeTr0 MOXKHO IOCTUYb IIPOCTO O0y4eHUEM.

— HWTOH, 9TOT peOEHOK HEHOPMAJIbHEIH, - TBEPAO 3asBUIT BeIKUIIb.

Eé Marus Tak CHJIbHO BBIPOCTIA 3@ 9TU HECKOJIBKO JIeT? JTO ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO [AJIE 0OEIYHOTO
yeJioBeKa. M 4To, ecnu 3Ta Marus IpomosiKUT pactTu? OOHAKO, IIOCKOJIBKY BelKuasb Takke BIIepBLIEe
yBUTET KOT0-TO, KTO ITyTEeIlIeCTBOBAJI B IIPOIIIOe, Y HEro He OBUIO HUKaKOM Apyroil nHMOpMaIuu,
YTOOH! OBITH YBEPEHHEIM B TOM, YTO IIPOUCXONUT.

— KpOMe TOT'0, Pa3Be€ THI TO2K€ HE 3HAJI O TOM, YTO YPOBEHDb €€ MaHBI HaCTOJIbKO BBICOK?



ViTOoH moOKavas rojoBoi, HaXMypuB OPOBH.

Benkuamns rmy6oko 3agymaics. OH IpuKycu ry0y u fonro Mondan. HakoHell 0H pa30MKHYJ T'yOH,
9YTOOB! YTO-TO TUXO CKa3aTk.

— Xoporo. { Hayyy Cex Maruu.

— ...Xopo1o, HO ecni y TeOst BO3HUKHYT KaKue-nmu00 mpoOieMEl C Hel, TH JOJIKeH HeEMEIJIEHHO
COOOIIUTEL MHE.

— Y10 MOXKET cHienaTh TaKOH CIa0ObIli mapeHb, KakK THI?..

— Benkuans! - kpukHyn UToH, HO Benkuasib He OTBETHUIL.

OH nuIb YCTaBHUJICA Ha 3aKPHITYIO IBEPE.

— BrIiiTH Ha yNHIly HE TaK MMPOCTO, KaK paHbIlle, Tak 4TO TebOe MpumeTcs HaBecTUTh CexX, KOTMa OHa
OymeT omHa.

— Ilouemy 4 [OJIKEH 3TO fenaTh?

— TBI TOJIBKO 4TO noo6e1_uan HAY4YUTh €€ Marui.

— 9 monxeH Tebe Koe-4TO CKa3aTh.

— Yto0?

— TToxoxe, yTo ApxUMar He IPHU3HAET HOBOTro MMmepaTopa.

Benkuanb BHE3AIIHO IIEePEeKIIIOIUIICA Ha OPYI'YVIO TEMY.

— OH gaxe He MIPUIIENT HA KOPOHALXIO. TH TOXKE 3aMEeTHJ, BEPHO?

— Ia.

— OH CKOpPO yMPET.

— ...MoxeT OLITE.



— V MeHst HeT HaMepeHus KaxX[bli JeHb TPoOUPaThCS B CHANIBHIO 3TOro peféHka. BmecTo aToro...

— Bwmecto 3toro?

— 4 cmepXky cBOE obelanue. Y MeHs €CTb CBOU MBICTTH, TaK YTO THl IIPOCTO 3aTKHUCH U OTHOXHHU.
TaxuM 06pa3oM, THl CMOXKeEIllb, II0 KpalHel Mepe, IPOAepKaThCS NOJT0e BpeMS.

Bo3MoXKHO, ceiiyac ¢ HUM BCE B Iopsigke, HO MToH mocTeneHHo Oymet crnabeTs. Tak 4To benkusmb He
OBbLIT yBepeH, HO, BO3MOXKHO, 00y4aTh Cexk OBITIO XOPOILIO.

BecmokoiicTBo 00 HiToHE OBIIO HE €IMHCTBEHHOW MMPUYUHOM, IT0 KOTOPOM Benkuanb mpuexant B
Henxenbaep. Y Hero Ovina gpyras 1enb. Llenb, KoTopyio UTOH HUKOTIa He y3HaeT.

Y cTpaHHas [eBYIIKa, KOTOPYIO OH TOJIBKO YTO BCTPETHUIL...

Hoqemy OHa OOJIZKHa 3HaThb, KakK YIIPABIIATE BETPOM...

910 ToxKe 6EeCIIOKOUIIO ero.

— 4 He 3HAaI0, 0 YEM THI JyMaelllb, HO He nofgBeprai Cexk omacHocTH. [ToHSIn?

— THI CTULIKOM IIYMHBIH, - TIPSIMO OTBETUJ BeNKuab.

X X X

3asBneHne UToHA O TOM, UTO HpI/IH.IéJ'I TOCTBh, COOTBETCTBOBAJIO AENCTBUTEIBHOCTH. Cex
BCTpETUa CIyry cCemMbu KapI/IM C HOBBEIM IIMCBMOM M HEOXKHUOAHHBIM IIOOaPKOM.

— HOpJI MaTuac KaxkeTCsI 0YeHb BHUMATEIbHBEIM YEI0BEKOM, HpI/IHI_IeCCﬁ. BrI Tak He JIy'MaeTe?

— IIa, maxe ecyu OBl OH MIPUCIIaT MHE TOJIBKO ITHUCHEMO, ST BCE PaBHO Oblyta ObI G1arofapHa...

HOJIapKOM OBIJT MaJIEHBKUI IIBETOYHBIN TOPIIOK. Cex 3aMeTHIa, 4TO K HEeMYy OnlTa IIPpUKpPeEIIIIeHa
HeOoIbIIas 3aIucKa.

[[ToCKONBKY OH MOTYAIMBLEIY APYT, OH HE MOXKET OBITH TaK K€ XOPOII, KakK s, YMEIOLIIH rOBOPUTE, TaK
YTO MHe He HyKHO 6eCIIOKOUTECS 0 TOM, YTO 51 IOTEPSI0 CBOE MECTO, BepHO? 4 IepXKy B CEKpeTe, UTo
3TO 3a pacTeHue. Tak Oyner Becenee. f Halel0Ch, YTO HOBLIM OPYT 00JIETYUT ONUHOYECTBO
[TpuHIECCHL. ]



Cmenku COPBAJIKCE C eé 1"}76, KOTr'la OHd 3daKOHYMJIA YUTATh 3Ty 3AlIUCKY. 3atem Cex C nyqe3apH017I
y_TIBI6K0fI MIOJHSIIa IIBETOYHBIN T'OPIIOK.

— Bri10 OB XOPOIIIO IOCTABUTH €T0 Clofia, KaeH.

Cex mocTaBuUIa IOPIIOK, TOJapeHHbIM MaTracoM, mepesi OKHOM, PSIOM C ITIOPTPETOM JIyHEL.

— V¥ Hac ellé ecTh HEMHOT0 BpeMEHH [I0 YKMHA, TaK Mo4eMy Obl BaM He HaIlliCaTh OTBET?

Ycneimas cioBa Kaen, Cex B3rJIAHYJIA Ha CBOMH CTOJI, 3aBaJIEHHHIM IIHCbMaMHu, KOTOPBIE OHA HUKOT'Jad
He 4YKTalla, BKJII04Yasa TO, KOTOPOeE II0JIy4YnJia CETOOHA.

— Ia. { mymato, 4To fa.

Ecnu HeT, TO el 6ymeT xKanb ero. Cex BCKOpe cejia Ha CTYII.

—4d IIpUHECY BaM YAUIKy 4afd, HpI/IHU;eCC& HO}KaHYﬁCTa, IMOOJOXKINTE MUHYTKY. OpHaKo HUKAKOTO
IeYeHbd UJIN IIUPOZXKHLBIX, TdK KaK BBl CKOPO GYJIeTe €CThb, - YJ'IBI6HYTIEICB Kaes.

Cex KUBHYyJIa B OTBET.

[ToBepHyBIIUCEH, KaeH OTKpEITIA ABEPH, UTOOR MIPUHECTH Yail. HeT, oHa cofupanach OTKPHITH €€, HO
IIBepb BHE3aIIHO OTKPHITIACh caMa Io cebe.

— Vrx!

KaeH, KoTopas ymapuiaachk IrojioBOM O 4YblO-TO T'PyOb, M30aia CTOH. YauBneHHas1, Cex OrjsgHynach, U
OHa OOHapyKwuJla, YTO KPaCHHIE T'7Ia3a MPUCTAIbHO CMOTPST Ha HeE.

— Bame... Bamie BenudecTso...

JIuno KaeH mocuHesno, Korjaa oHa IIOHSJIA, YTO YeJI0BEK, 0 KOTOPOTO OHA YOapuiach TOJI0BOM, ObLI
PeitiTaH.

— 1 mpotry MPOLIeHHs 3a TO, YTO He yAesIuiIa JOIKHOTO BHUMAHUS. .

Kaen HapacmeB mpou3Hecia CBOM U3BHHEHHs, HO PeliTaH HUYero He cka3as. OH IPOCTO BEILIETT
BIlepén u nogomien Kk Cex.

— YTo TH genaemsb, Cex?



MHOTO4YMCIeHHEIE GYKBBI 0TPaXKaJIuCh B KPOBABO-KPACHLBIX I'/la3aX PeliTana, u oH HEKOTOpoOe BpeMida
CMOTPEJI Ha HUX, IIPeXOe 9eM B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IIPOTAHYII PYKY, YTOOBI IMOOHATH OJHO U3 IIHCEM.

— Martuac Kapum?

I'onoc PetiTana, KOTOpBII;I IIPOU3HOCHUITI UM MaTuaca, B TOT IeHb OBLIT 0COOEHHO HEIIPpHUBETIINBLIM.
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