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— Kakas npekpacHas HOYb, Bame BennuecTtso.

On YCTaBHIICs Ha I/IMHepaTopa C 6eCCTpaCTHbIM JINIIOM.

— ...AOCOTIOTHO BEPHO.

Cex OnlyIa OIIEJIOMJIEHA, KOTMla YBUMela PefiTaHa, BCETO B KPOBH.

E# Ka3ayoch, 4YTO OHA CIUT ¥ €M CHUTCS COH.

KOH.IMap, KOTOprfI OHa HUKOI'Ia OBl He XOTeJla BHOBb YBUOETH.

— Peti... TaH, - ¢ xpynkux ryo MMmeparopa copBanuch OYKBEI, TI0X0XKHKE Ha B3[OX.

HHuTepecHo, uTo oH npuHsa Cex 3a JlunuaH, HO y3Has PeliTaHa ¢ IepBOTO B3rJIsAAa.

Ho Bckope Cex noHsIIa IPUYHUHY...

— ¢ 3HaJ, YTO 3TO MOIKHO OBIIO CIYYUTHCS... TOT HeHb, KOTHa Thl HAKOHEI] CeJIaelllb YTO-TO
IIogo0OHoe.

... AMIiepaTop Bc€ elllé y3HaBan PeiiTaHa, Jaxke HeCMOTPS Ha G0JIbIIYI0 J03Y JIeKapCTBa, KOTOPOe OH
IPUHSATL...

— HpaButcs TO, 4TO OH CKa3al... B 9TOU JIETEeH]IE.

...n3-3a cTpaxa. CTpaxa, KOTOPLIM OH HCIBITHIBAI BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb.

— OpHaKo IpoIIIo He TaK MHOI'O BpEMEHHU C TeX Iop, Kak JIu3a... yiia...

— He IIPOU3HOCHU UM MOei MaTepHu CBOMM I'PDA3HBEIM PTOM.

Tonoc PeiiTaHa ObIT HEBEIHOCUMO X0JI0fleH. HeT, B Ty HOYb BCE B HEM OBLIO JIEASHEIM: ero 6arpoBhbie
r7a3a, IPUCTaJbHO CMOTPSIINE Ha FMiMIepaTopa, U OTYyXKIEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHUe JIUIa.

OH cpenan mar Boepén, 4ToOsl npubnu3nuThes K iMmepaTopy, 3aTeM HalpaBul CBOM Med Ha ero
1Ieto.



OHa MoTJia BUETh KPOBb HEM3BECTHOH XKEPTBH, CTEKAIONIYIO C KOHYMKA eTr0 Meya ¥ Kalalollyo Ha
omexny UMmnepaTopa. CpsATaBIIMCh 3a 3aHABECKOM, Cex MPUKPEHIBaia POT PYKOH U CMOTpETa Ha
HUX.

— Bcé xorueno, Kapra Poyss. Hukto He cMmoxkeT Tebe TOMOYb.

'onmoc PeriTaHa nepekphiBal yKaCHbIe KPUKHY, JOHOCUBILIKUECS CHapPYyXKHU.

To, 9TO OH cKa3aJl, 6BIJI0 IPaBHoi. 3Mech U ceiiyac HUKTO BO [IBopIie He MOT TOMOuYb MMmepaTopy...
IIOTOMY YTO BCE OHH TOXKE YMHUPAJIHK B 9TOT MOMEHT.

— PetiTaH...

I/IMHepaTop, [0X0XKe, ToXKe 3T0 3Han. Ha ero MOPIMUHUCTOM JINIIEe OBLIIO FJIY6OK06 YYBCTBO
IMopazKeHusi, Korga OH IMIPOM3HOCHUII UMSA CBOEI'0 «ChIHa».

— Mot cuiH... Kak ou?

Pa3Be udesnoBek, cToslIMii Iepeq HUM, He TOXKe ero CelH? MMnepaTop, Ka3aiocs, fjaxe cerdac
OTpHULAJ CyllleCTBOBaHMe PenTaHa.

— 9TO0 yAuBUTENBHO. B 9T0M cuTyanuu Tebe HHTEPECHO y3HATH 00 9TOM?

Peritan ycmexHycs.

— ITomoru MHe BhIOpaTh, KapTa, - yXMBIUIbHYJICS OH. — MOXKeT, MHE 0Tpe3aTh Tebe TOJI0BY U
nokasaTh e€ bepuy? Mnu xe coenats Ha060poT?

— MHe 6e3 pa3HUIIHL.

VimmepaTop mocMoTpen Ha PeliTaHa ¢ OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM BEIpaKE€HUEM JIMIla, & 3aTeM U3[all CTPaHHBIN
3BYK. JTO OBIJT CMEX, HO OH IPO3BYyYasl THUXO U ObLT OOJIBIIE TOX0XK Ha B3[OX.

— Bce... roBopunm MHe...

Tonoc MmmepaTopa ObLT 04€HDb TUX.

— YT0 51 moMXKeH yOUTh... KOro-To Bpofe Tebs.



— Ecnu GBI s coesant 3To... TO MOT OBl TPEeIOTBPATUTh Y2KACHBEIE BEIIIH...

— TBos1 MaTh...

BpoBs PeliTaHa gépHYyack.

— Ecnu 611 JIu3a He ocTaHoBHUIIa MeHd... I Ol coesnan 371o...

ViMnepaTop He CMOT IIPOJOIKUTE. ITO ObIJIO M3-3a PeliTaHa, KOTOPHIM BHE3AIHO OPOCHUIICS K HEMY.
Haxe Cex Oblla mopaXeHa CTOIb PE3KUM ABUXKEHHUEM.

PeiliTaH, KOTOPHIM CXBATHJI CBOETO OTIA 3a BOPOTHUK, CHe/lalyKaCHO XOJIOMHOE JIAII0, TOYHO TakK XKe,
KaK KOTZla OH OTpe3aJl el TOI0BY B IIPOIIIOM.

— O 4éM THI TOBOPHUIIIL?

— VHurx...

— 41 cupammBao Te0s5, 0 YEM TH TOBOPHUIIE?!

PeiiTan pe3ko TonkHyn Umneparopa. I'pynb MOJIODOTO YeioBEKa TSIKeJI0 MOTHUMAJIAch U
OIyCKaJach.

— ITpuBsg3aTth Te6s K KaMHIO ¥ OPOCUTD B peKy. Mu Ke 0CTaBUThH B JieCy, KUIIalleM abBaMu. KTo Mor
OBl OCTAHOBUTH MEHS?

910 Onlna uctopus, KoTopyio Cex Toxke 3Haja. Pa3Be Bce He OBIIM YBEPEHH, 4TO MiMIiepaTop
cmemnaeT Takoe ¢ PeliTaHOM, KOTOPHIHM B TO BpeMs flaxke He MOT HOPMaJIbHO OTKPHITh I'1a3a?

OmHako MMmepaTop ImoKadas roJI0BOH.

— OHa... 0CTaHOBUJIa MEHS.

— Yto0?



— Jlepxa Teb6s Ha pyKax... JIu3a yMomsiia MeHs.

Bamre BenuuecTBo, 3TO MO¥ peOEHOK, MOM CHIH.

— OHa cKa3sasa, YTO eCJIM THl YMPEIb, OHA YMPET BMECTe C TOOOH. ..

Ecnu Barie BricouecTBO X04eT 3TO COENATh, TO COEJANTe 5TO ¥ CO MHOU TOXKe.

— OHa... 6ecrpecTaHHO yMOJIsiTa MeHS.

[MoxkanyicTa, IPUBSIKUTE KaMeHb K MOEH JIOOBIKKE U OPOChTe MeHs B peKy. CBSIXKUTE MEHS U
OpockTe B Jiecy, YTOOH ST MOTJIa OBITH BMECTE CO CBOMM CHIHOM.

JIu3a Gblyia MOX03Ka Ha 03ep0: BCerya Tuxas U CroKoiHas. YTo Okl HU CIy4YUIOCh, OHA HUKOTHA He
cMesiiach ¥ He TIakKania. Jlaxke Korfa OHa IoJTydalia JOPOTHe JParoleHHOCTH, K KOTOPHIM
HU3KOPOXKIEHHBIE HUKOTHA B XKU3HU HE MOTJIM IIPUKOCHYTHCS, UITH KOTIa OH 3aCTaBIIST €€
HAMMBAThCS.. OHA Bceraa Ovla Takou. M Takas XKeHIIMHA CXBATHIIA €T0 3a HOT'Y, YMOJISISE O CBOEM
pebénke. Ecnu Obl eMy IPHUIIIOCH YOUTh pebenKa, JInu3a Benena MiMmnepaTopy yOUTh U €€ ToXe.

Unu XKe g ympy IIepBOK.

JIn3a 1mofmon3sia U HalleJnjia KUHXKall B CBOIO TOHKYIO III€0.

PeiiTan Ob11 pe6EHKOM, KOTOpPOT0o MMIepaTop AojKeH OblT yOUTD.

OpHaKo OH He MOT IoTepsTh JIu3y.

— Ho Bompeku ToMYy, YTO JTIOAX 3HAIKU ¥ OKUOANIK OT MeHS, s PACIyCTHII CIIyX, B KOTOPOM
TOBOPHUJIOCH, UTO fazKe Koraa s 6pocut Te6si B peKy UM OCTaBUII B JIECY... TH HE YMeD.

— Ecnu OB 51 BCE ell€ HacTarWBal Ha TOM, 4YTOOH yOuTh TeO4... JIn3a cKka3asa, UTo OHa COMMET C yMa.

UmnepaTtop He Opocas peGEHKa B PEKY U He OCTABIISI €T0 OOHOTO B JIECY.

OH ocTaBun pebE€HKa B caMOil MEJIKOK YacTH PeKU HUXKe 110 TeYeHUI0 CO CyKaHKo#. OH TakXKe
OTIIPABUJI €T0 B JIEC C PHILIAapEM COIIPOBOKOEHUS.

PeGEHOK BBIZKWII, U BCE ITIOBEPHUIIU B 3TOT CIIYX.



— Ecnu 6wt He JIuza... Tei Ol OB MEPTB. HECOMHEHHO.

['nma3a PeliTaHa 3apipoxKanu oT spoctu. Eciu Ovl He ero MaTth, ymep Ovl oH? HeT, e€ 3acTaBuiu 310
coenath. OHa ocTaBuia ero ogHoro. OHa TONKHYJIa CBOETO ChIHA B 3TOT af...

— TBOS MaTh PHCKOBaJlla CBOEM XKHU3HBIO, YTOOBI CITACTH Te65{, HO THI... OCM€EJINBAEIIbCA...

He u3-3a MmaTepuHCTBa Uy M00BY JIM3a puCKOBaia CBOEH XKM3HBI0, YTOOH! CITaCTH ero. PeliTaH 3HA
9TO CIMIIKOM X0pOIno. EmuHCTBeHHasa IpUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOX OHa Lielsanach 3a MMmnepaTopa,
KOTOPOT'0 HeHaBH[esla, 3aKI04anach He B YEM HHOM, Kak...

— Xouerrs, 1 0TKpoIio Tebe cekpet, Kapra?

PeliTaH yXMBUIBHYIICS.

— VIMeHHO B 3TOT CaMblii MOMEHT MOSI MaTh PHuCKOBaJla CBOEH XKHU3HEIO, YTOOHBI CITACTH MEHS.

VimMnepaTop B3OPOTHY U CXBATHUIICS 3@ TPYMOb.

— Omna Bcerpa MeuTasia 06 9TOM. B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la 3TOT IPOKJISTHIN PeOEHOK, S... Cealo BCé
TakK, KaK HaIKXCaHO B JIeTeH]e.
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