B x0/mogHO¥ cllanbHe BOLlapuiIach TUIIMHA. MIepaTop BCE emié CMOTpel B HUKyaa
PachOKyCHUPOBAHHBIM B3TJISIAOM, CJIOBHO ITOTPY3UBILIUCEH B COH.

38.TYM8.H6HHOG JIUIIO, TYCKIJIbI€ I'lTa3ad U IMOHUKIIIee JIUIIO...

CocrostHue MMmepaTopa, KoTopoe ObTo XyxKe, yeM oxugana Cex, 3acTaBuiio eé 3akonedaThcs. OHa
TpuOIM3UIach OCTOPOKHO, 0YEHB, 0YEHH OCTOPOKHO.

Cexk, ceBImas Ha MaJleHbKHUHI CTyJ PAOOM C KPOBAThHIO, TUXO IIO3BAJla €T0:

— Bae Benmuectso.

Ona 3afjaBajach BOIIPOCOM, OyaeT i Kakas-HuOyob Peakiyusi C ero CTOPOHEH, a 3aTeM HMMmepartop
HEIIOHUMAIOIIE YCTABUJICS Ha HEE.

B Tol ke nmape ronyOnIX ra3 OBII0 0TPaKeHO e€ Halpsi2KEHHOE JIUIIO.

Cex O6I[YMBIBaJ'Ia, KdK Ha4aThb Pa3roBop. 3aTeM OHa MeJJIEHHO OTKDPG&IJIA POT:

— ¥V MeHd Takoe YyBCTBO, UTO 5 He BHeJa BaCc 04eHb NaBHO. KOHEYHO, 3TO MePBHIM pa3, Koraa s
BCTPEYAIOCh C BaMH JIUYHO...

— Bame BenuuecTBo 1my10x0 ce0s1 4yBCTByeT, HO 00JIbIIoe BaM criacu0o 3a TO, UTO IIO3BOJIAIN MHE
BCTPETUTHLCA ¢ BaMu. Ha camom feste... 1 mpumina cioga, 4ToOk Koe 0 Y4EM IIOIPOCUThH Bartte
Benunuectso.

— Koneuno, Baire BennyecTBO MOXKET U HE IIOMHUTB, KTO S Takasd, HO...

— 4.

Ero nepecoxiue ryobl IPUOTKPHIIUCE.

— Kak s Mory... He TOMHUTH Te0s?

Pyka, cyxas, Kak KOJIOYKa, cxBaTuia Cex 3a PyKy.



I'naza Cex 3ampoxkanu. OHa He 3Hala, 4YTo MiMmepaTop oTpearupyeT TakuM obpa3oM. OHa faxe He
MOTJIa CKa3aTh, CIIUT OH BCE ellé UIu HeT.

— ...91 xoTen Te0s1 yBULETS.

— ...Menusa?

9T0 GBITI0 HEBEPOSITHO.

PasBe Jlunuan He roBOpHUiia 3TOTO paHble?

Ero BennuecTBo faxke He IIOMHHUT O TBOEM CYILIeCTBOBAHUMU...

— BepHo, pa3Be He MPOIIIO0 MHOTO BpPEMEHHU... C TeX II0P, KaK s B ITOCIIeMHUYN pa3 BUOEI TBOE JUII0
TaKUM?

— Mod4... §oub.

'masa MmMmnepaTopa CBETUIMCh UCKPEHHOCTHI0, U CexX MOYyBCTBOBasa, KakK OBICTPO KOJIOTUTCS €€
ceppate. Taxe e€ Ouonoruyeckas MaTh, EpeHa, HUKOTa He TOBOPHIIA C HeM Tak Temno. Ho Temeps
VimmepaTop, a He KTo-Ti00 OPyroi, cKa3a el 4To-To mogo0Hoe?

Cex Gecco3HaTeNbHO cxBaTuiIa MMIepaTopa 3a pyKy.

910 OHIIO IIPUATHO: €T0 I'0JIO0C, KOTOprfI 3BaJl €€ KaK CBOIO [OYb.

— O-orT...

Orerl.

9T0 C10BO, IPU3EIB, KOTOPOTO OHA HUKOI'TIa paHbllle He IPOU3HOCHIIA, BOT-BOT JOJIKHO OBIIIO
COpBaThCA C €€ TYy0.

— JIunuaH.



— Mo#s emMHCTBEHHAS U HEIIOBTOPUMAS I04b, JIunuaH...

BmecTo TOTO, 4TOOB OTBETUTE... CeX JUIIL OECIIOMOIITHO YILIOHYIacCh.

— O 4éM THI X04elllb MeHS CIIPOCUTh?

— ...IlycT4k.

Cex yOpan pyky MiMmepaTopa Ha3af.

— Ha camoMm fesie 3T0 MeJIouu.

Ona 6bla HUYeM ang MmnepaTtopa uiu Epensl. Kakoit CMBICTT HECYIIIECTBYIOIIEMY Y€JI0BEKY
CIIpallliBaTh Y HETO pa3peleHus?

He 6GBI7I0 CMBICTIA BCTPEYATHCS C HUM HA ayIUEHIIHH.

E# crepmoBasio mpocTo yuTH MpsiMO cendac.

— Twl gonmXKHa... TOMOYb CBoeMy Opaty, JIunuaH, - ckazan MiMmepaTop CKpuUIy4YuM rojocom. — ITocnie
TOTO, KaK bepH cTaneT MmnepaTopoMm... He 6ymeT MecTa [iJisi CIIOKOMCTBUS - 3TO TO, O YEM HE
roBOPAT, Korfa Tel MmepaTop... [lake eCliu Thl JyMaelb, 4YTo y Te0S eCTh BCE, Ha caMOM fejie y
Te0sI HUYero Her...

— Te, kTo nbcTuT TEOE, OYAYT UTPaTh C TOOOM 3/IblE IMIYTKH... 1 MHOTHE IpenanyT Tebs. YeM morbliie
3TO IIPOMOJIKAETCs, TeM OOJIbIE TH He MOXKEIIb JOBEPSITh HUYEMY, KpOMe OOHOT0: KpOBHU. B Tebe
TEYET Ta XK€ KPOBb, YTO U B HEM...

Cepné3HO?

OHa TakXe yHacliefloBasa Ty e KpoBb. Torfa mouemy ¢ He¥ HOKHEL ObLIA Tak 00paliaThCsi BCIO
OCTaBIIYIOCS XKU3Hb?

Cex cmpocuia cebst 06 3ToM.

— .4 taxk ycran, Jlunuas, - UMnepartop udman cinabwiit B3gox. — CKOPO... I CMOT'Y OTHOXHYTh.



TonpKO cefyac, B MEPBEHIH pa3... 1 MOTY OCTABUTh BCE...

I/IMHepaTop Ha4aJl CUJIbBHO KalllJIATE, IIBITAsACh IIPOJOJIZKUTE.

ITo cmanmbHe pas3HEcCs CyXOH Kalllellb, 3aTeM OH TSIXKeJIO 3aMbIIall, KaK YelloBeK, HaXOOAIIUiCs Ha
TpaHu CMePTH. M3 pyKH, KOTOPOX OH MPUKPHIBA POT, Cex BUMea, KaK COUUTCS KPOBb.

— Bare... Barmie BenuudecTBo.

Cbutas c TOJIKY, Cex cxBaTHIa €ro 3a TPACYIIIUECH IIJIEYH.

— {1 no30By Koro-HuOynb, Tak 4YTO, IOXKAIYUCTA...

U B 9TOT CaMBIi MOMEHT:

— A-a-arx!..

To, 9TO OHA yCJIBIIIATIA 3a ABEPLIO, IBHO OBIJI0O KPUKOM.

3aTeM MOCJIHIIAINCh He3HaKOMbIe 3BYKHU: 3BOH M€TaJlljla, YTO-TO I'/TyX0 CTy4aJIO 4 IIafaji0o, 1 KPDUKHU
HEepPa3JIN4YuMOro KOJIN4eCTBa JIIofed JOHECHIHNCh [0 eé YHJGIZ

Cex pednekTopHO TOCMOTpesia Ha MMnepartopa. Ero rpoMKuii Kalllenb IPEKPATUIICS B OOHO
MTHOBEHUE.

On KPEIIKO CXBATHUIJI Cex 3a PYKY 1 CKa3all C TBép}IBIM BBIPDA2KE€HHUEM JIUIA:

— ...Ilpsaubcg, JlunuaH.

I/IMnepaTop YKa3aJl Ha CIIMHKY CBOEU KPOBATH.

— Yro?..

— IloTOopOnucCs...

— Bare... Barie BenudecTso...

— Ilo3agu meHsd... MecTo, KOTOpPOE S ITOATOTOBUIL...



BmecTte ¢ ronocom I/IMr[epaTopa OHa BHOBE YCIJIHIIIIAJIa KPHK 3d OBEPEIO.

CexX MmopgHSAIach CO CBOETO MeCTa U IMOOIINIa K CIIMHKE KpOBaATHU 3a 3aHABECKOMH.

Korpga oHa YCIIbIIIaJia, KaK OTKPEIJIACh ABEDE, eé TeJo HAIIPATIIOCH, IIBITAACE IIOHATE, KTO OBIIT
HEe3BaHBIM T'OCTEM.

Kan. Kam. Kam.

3BYK KaIalomen KPOBH C KOHYHKA €r0 Meé4d HaPYIINUJI TUIIHNHY.

['nsmst Ha OKpPOBaBIIeHHOT0 PeliTaHa, rina3a Cex OBITM MOJHHI IIOKA.

— Kakasg npekpacHas Houb, Bame Benuuectso.

Ou ycraBuics Ha MiMmepaTopa ¢ 6ecCTpacTHEIM JIUI[OM.

— ...AGCOTIOTHO BEPHO.

CexX IpUKpHUIA POT APOXKAIIUMU PyKaMu.

* % x
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