— W maxe eciy OH He JaCT MHe pa3pellnenus... { BCé paBHO yimy. [laxke eciii MHE TPHAETCS
TIepena3uTh Yepe3 CTeHy.

Y Heé ObIJI0 YAPYYEHHOE BhIpaxkeHue nuiia. CrpalnuBaTth pa3penienus y UMmnepaTopa ObLI0 TOIBKO
711 TOTO, YTOOB! YMEHBIINTH cyMaToxy. OHa cOeXuT, KakuM OBl HU OBIT €70 OTBET.

— Ecnu 6wl 51 coerasa 3To paHbllle, TH MOTJIa OBl OCTAThCS B XKUBHIX. [la, JIyHa? - mpobopMoTasa
CexX, MPOBOOA TMaJlbIlaMM 10 KapTHUHE. A ITOTOM ITOKadania IrOJI0BOM.

— 41 6ombiIe He cOOMPAIOCh AelaTh HUUEro MOX0XKero Ha caMooOBHHeHMe. Ecu s 9T0 chaenaro,
THI e11é OOJIbIe PACCTPOMUIILCS.

Kak u Kaen, Utos, Petitan, JIyHe Toxe ObsI0 ObI TPYCTHO, ecyiu OBl OHA CHOBa 3arpyctuia. OHa He
xoTesia 6ecriokouTh JIyHy axe I0OCiie e€ CMEePTH.

— B mo6om cnyyae... [Toxanyiicra, 60el 3a MeHss. Monuch 3a MeHsI. Tak 4To y MeHst OyaeT HEMHOTO
0oIbIlle CMEJOCTH, - MpobopMoTana Cex.

Ckasas 970, Cex ycCbllllajza 3ByK OTKPEIBAEMOU [BEPHU.

— Ka...

[ToBepHyB ronoBy, Cex 3amepia. YenoBeKOM, OTKPHIBIIUM ABEPS, Obvina He KaeH. ITo Ovin PeliTaH.

Peiitan, npuctanbHO CMOTpeBIINY Ha CexX, HaXMyPHUJICS.

— YTo0 TH Oenaeun?

— Ax, Opa...

— [Ipunnecca, g npusec... [Ipuni Peutas.

KaeH, TONBbKO YTO BOIIE[IIas B KOMHATY, IIOCIIENTHO TOKJIOHUIIACh PelTaHy CO cllerka CMYIIEHHBIM
nuioM. B otnuune ot JIyHEL, OHa BCE eIle 6ostack ero.

— ...OT0 uTO Takoe?

PetiTan 3a6pan cymky y Kaen, a 3ateM ckasai:

— KaeH, Tel MOXKeIllb Ha MUHYTKY BBIUTH U3 KOMHATHI?



— Ax, ga...

— Cmacu6o, 4TO MpUHECTIA CYMKY.

— I1-moxanyiicra, He TOBOPUTE TakK. ECu BaM MOHamOOUTCS YTO-HUOYIE e1é, MokKalyhuCcTa, IIPOCTO
[I030BUTE MEHS.

Kaen 3dKPEIIa ABEPh U yIid, OCTAaBUB X HAa€OWHE B KOMHATE.

Petitan nopormmen Kk Cex ¢ CYMKOH B pyKe.

— 41 cmpocur, 4To TH fmenaels, Cex.

CerogHs BBIPpazkKeHue ero auia OBLITO XOJIOOHBIM.

CexX HepeluTelbHO IPHUOTKPhIIa POT:

— Tbl MOMHUIIB, YTO S TOTHA CKa3ana, Opat?

— HacuérT uero?

— 4 ckaszana, YTO KOrja s OCTUTHY COBEepIIeHHONIeTHs, 1 yoery u3 mmnepatopckoro [IBopiia.

PeiliTaH BHITTISE HEMHOTO YIUBIEHHBIM.

— 4 cobupatock pacckasaTh Ero BemuuecTBy U MOIPOCUTH €TI0 pa3pelleHus.

— TBOS MaTk.

— 4 et He roBopuna. [ToTomy 4ToO... {1 yBepeHa, 4TO OHa OyaeT IPOTHUB... - TPOOOPMOTAasIa OHA.

PeiiTan MrHOBeHHE HUUYETO HE TOBOPHUJI, 3aTEM 3arOBOPHUII OT‘-Iy}KJIéHHBIM T'0JIOCOM:

— B yém mpuunHa?

—A?.

— Trl MHe TOTfIa TakK U He CKa3asa. [Io Kakou IIpu4YrHe TH X04Yellb IOKUHYTH [IBopel?



— Ilouemy?

Cex mopgxkana ryosl. OH clipaliuBaeT €€, B 4UeM IpuuuHa? Bce mpocTo. B MrHOBeHME 0Ka
WmnepaTtopckuit [JBopel OyOeT 3amoyiHeH KpoBbio. M, MoxeT ObiTh, CeX TOxKe MOrubHeT, Kak U B TOT
pas.

3a mocmeqHre HeCKONbKO gHel Cex myMarna 00 9TOM MHOXKECTBO pas. [IeifiCTBUTEIbHO i PefiTaln
CHOBa IepepexkeT el I11e0, KaK B MPOIIIoM?

Ona He 3HaJla 0TBETA, HO X0 e€ MEIC/IeH Bcerga OblI OMHUM U TEM XKe.

OHa BCE eré xoTena y6exarb.

Ierno OBLTIO He TONBKO B BRIXKMBAHUU. Y HEE He XBATUJIO MyKeCTBa YBUIETh XKU3Hb PeliTaHa mocie
MacCcoBOro youiicTBa 1 mepeBopoTta. KpoMe Toro, oHa TakxKe He XOTella BUIETh, KaK ero KpoBaBo-
KpPacCHEIE TJIa3a XOJIOMHO CMOTPST Ha HeeE.

Otpy6un Ovl OH el TOJI0BY, He OTPyOuI Obl... OHa Oblla HalyraHa.

HeCMOTpH HHU Ha 4TO, OHa HE MOTI'JIa OBLITH YECTHOM B 9TOM.

— 4... Tlotomy uTO 5 He HykHa B 3TOM MMnepaTtopckoMm [IBopue.

OHa conrana.

— Bor mouemy s xouy ybexKaTh, ¥ 5 04€Hb XOPOILIO 3HAl0, YTO BCe AyMaioT 060 MHe. f Gobie He
X04y TakK XKUTb. BOT u BCE.

— A 49T0, ecnmu IMmiepaTop He pa3pemuT?

— 4 Bcé paBHO y0ery. Yero OvI 3TO HU CTOUJIO.

Ero KPOBABO-KPACHEIE I'lla3da Ha MI'HOBEHHNE NPOTHYIIN.

— TrI TOBOPHIIB, YTO 3HAEID, UTO BCe AyMaloT o0 Tebe, - Tuxo nmpobopmoTan Pelitad. — 3To Tak
BaXKHO?

—...Ja?



— 3HAYHUT, ecu 30echk OyIeT KTO-TO, KOMY Thl HyXKHa, Thl He YULEIIh?

— bpar?..

Cex cpenaja 03aflauyeHHOE JIUAIIO.

— OtBeTh MHEe, Cex.

Ona He 3Hana. [ToueMy PeiiTaH 3aga€T 3TOT BOIIPOC ¥ KaK OHa [OJIXKHA Ha HEr0 OTBETUTH?

OHa 3amHynach, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB TUX0 OTBETHJIA EMY:

— Ho Takoro uenoseka He CyLIeCTBYeT. TakoBa CUTyallusd ceuyac, U Tak GYI[eT BCerma.

— 4 mymasa 06 3TOM C TeX IOp, Kak 6ruta MajneHbkoi. C 04eHb TaBHUX BPEMEH. ..

PeiiTan Huuero He cka3aja. OH IPOCTO CIIOKOMHO ITOCMOTpPen Ha CexX CBepXy BHU3, U OTIIYCTUII CYMKY,
KOTOPYIO IepXKaJl B PyKe.

— ITousTtHoO.

TIyX.

CyMKa BhIIIasia U3 ero pykKu Ha I0Jl.

— 4 mouny.

— bpart, nomoxmu...

OHa IomnbITanach OOTHATh €r0, HO PeliTaH BHIIIIEN U3 €€ CIIaJIbHHU, HE OT'JISAOBbIBASACH.

YcraBuBIuck Ha 3dKPEITYIO ABEPL, OHA MOJI4d CeJjida Ha KPOBATh.

OHa He MOTJIa yrajiaTh MBICJIA €T0 CEpAIIa.



YTO OH XOTen CKa3aTh? JTa MBICITb MeEJIbKHYJIa Y HEeE B rOJIOBE, HO OHA GBICTpO IoKayasa rojioBOH.

— ...OT0 Hen30exKHO.

Bcé 6rino YZXKe penieHo C CaMOI'o Hadalla.

— OTO... CaMbI} JIyYIlIUY BapuaHT.

[ToxkuHyTh UMIepaTOpCcKu#l [IBOpeI - NydIIuii BEIOOP /st MEeHS U AJis Te0s. ..

Cex IIJIOTHO cKaJja I'y0rl, CIIOBHO IIBITAsiCh IPUUTH B cebs. 3aTeM OHa MOAHSA CYMKY, YIIaBIIyi0 Ha
IOJI.

[IBa pHA cnycTsa CexX HaKOHeL nocetuna MMmnepartopa.
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