...JJaxe ecnu ey MIPUAETCS YUTHU OT HETO.

— He u3meHIoCh.

Kak u Petitan, Cex Kpenko o0HsI/Ia ero, mogyMaB mpo cebsi: Temeps y MeHs eCTh JIUIIb ONUH
BapHUaHT... TOKUHYTh [[BOpeII.
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Brln mo3pHuM Beuep, KOTra MPUIIEN TOCTb.

— Mowu cobone3noBanus, [IpunI] PelitaH.

Baytpu [IBopIia JIu3kl, MOTEPSBIIEr0 CBOIO X035UKY, B MaJeHbKOM IPUEMHOM TUXO IPO3ByYal
MY2KCKOU T'0JI0C.

PeiiTaH He oTBETHU eMy. On IIPOCTO YyCTABHUJICA B XUTPEIE€ SMEUHEIE T'JIa34d, OCBeH.IéHHbIe CBETOM
KaMHHa.

— 4 3Ham, 4TO €O 3[OPOBbEM Y 3TOM Jlenu He BCE B IOPSAKe, HO S He 3HAJ, YTO OHa YUHAET Tak
BHE3amHO. JTO JOBOJILHO Ayllepa3fuparnlle, aa?

— Cnacu60, 4TO CKa3aj MHE 3TO, - OTBETUJI PelTaH C yXMBUIKOM.

9T0 OBINIO TIymo. ECITH 9TOT YemoBeK XOTell BEIPA3UTh CBOM UCKPEHHUE COO0TIe3HOBAHUS, MY
CJIEeMOBAJIO MIPUUTH MHEM, a He IMO3THO HOYBIO.

— Ho 2T0 moBonbHO pHCKOPOHO. [I715 YesoBeKa, IOJTyYUBIIEro TaKyio MUJIOCTh, pa3Be 3TO He
CKPOMHBIE TOXOPOHEI? Ecu OBl OHA MOTepIiesia HEMHOTO [0JIbIlle, TO MHOTOE OB eii IPUIIIIOCH 110
ay1e.

PeliTan He oTBeTHII.

— Ecnu TONbKO... 9TO HETIPABUIBHBIN MTOPSIOOK COOBITHM?

— Bo3MoxkHO, caM yxof Jlemu monKeH OB TOCTYyKUTh [IPpUHITy OllpaBOaHueM BO MHOTHUX ITOCTYIIKaX.
Bepno?



— ...MHe Ob1110 TH000MBITHO, HAa KOT'0 TakK moxoxa Jlegu KoaponuH, 4T0 MOXKET TOBOPUTh TaKHe BEIlIHd.
[Toxoze, 3TO MMOTOMY, YTO OHa IOITa B TeOsI, - CKa3an PelTaH ¢ XOIOOHBIM JTUI[OM. — UTO ThI XOYelllb
CKa3arth, ['epior PugxenT?

B 3Toil KOMHaTe, KpoMe HUX, He OblJIO ApyTUX mofei. KpacHble r1a3a, ycTaBuBIInecs Ha [epiiora,
IIPOH3UTEJIBHO CUSIM U U3JTy4Yaid HeBEPOSTHO XOJIOOHYI0 aTMochepy.

Tepuory PumkeHTy HPaBUJICS 9TOT THUII JIIOAEM: JIIOAM, II0X0XKKe Ha Hero camoro.

— Huuero ocobennoro. Ho... He CTOUT 1 HaM IIOTOBOPHUTE O coenke?

— Cpenke, - PeliTaH yXMBIIBHYJICS.

— 41 maM BaM CTOJIbKO COJIIaT, CKOJIBKO BaM HYKHO. EC/Ti BaM HY2KEH U3/UIIEK, I eT0 IPeI0CTaBIIIo.
Ecnu BaM HyKHa OIpefie/IEHHAs CYMMa, S laM BaM HYXKHYI0 cymMy. ClieioBaTe/IbHO, I1000H
CIleHapu#, KOTOPHIM pa3birpaeT [1puHIl, He OYOET CIUIIKOM CIIOXKHBIM.

— W uTo0?..

— IloxamnyucTta, IOATBEPOUTE 3TO. ECNU B IIpeycIeeTe...

— 4 monxkeHn IIPUBETCTBOBATH KC—)pOHI/IH PumxeHT Kak I/IMHepanI/IHy 1 TIOBBICUTh TeOS 0O JOJIZKHOCTH
B HAIMOHAJILHOM HpaBI/ITeHBCTBe?

— Ia, - goBonbHO ynbIOHYNICS ['eprior PumkeHT. — [leo He B TOM, 4YTO 51 He moBepsiio [IpuHIly.
OpmHaxo...

— THI cIMIIKOM HETepIenus, I'epror.

B Hu3KOM romoce PeliTaHa cibllllazack HacCMeIIKa.

— IIpexme yeM 3aKJI04YaTh CENIKY, Pa3Be BHl He NOJIXKHBEI CHadasla ONpPedeuThCs C IPUOPUTETAMuU?

— CraTtb MMnepaTopoM - Ipex[e BCero, - CKa3ajl PeliTaH HU3KUM, IPUTTYIIEHHBIM T'OJI0COM. — THI
IyMaelllb, s He 3Hal0, YTO Thl TOTOBUIID IIJIaH IeMCTBUM Ha ClIydall HelpeaBUAeHHEIX 00CTOSTEIbCTB?

l'epuor PupXeHT HE OTBETUII.



Bhisla TOJTBKO OfiHA MPUYKHA, TI0 KOTOPO¥ ['epior xoTesn moMous PeiiTany. Eciu Obl TepeBOpoT
ymascs, Pefitan Mor 651 jath eMy Gosbine, ueM BepH. OgHAKO YTO, €CJIU IEPEBOPOT IIPOBATIUTCS?

['oTOBSICH K TaKOi BO3MOKHOCTH, ['ep1ior yKe pa3paboTtan npaBpononoOHbi miaan "B". TlepBas
MUCCHUS TIepeBopoTa - youTts MiMmepaTopa. He3aBucuMo oT ycrnexa uin Heyaauu, MmMnepaTop AOKeH
yMepeTh. 3aTeM ['eprior PuaxKeHT Mor mofgenaTh yKa3 MMmnepaTopa, B KOTOPOM FOBOPHUIIOCH, YTO
[eprior gonxkeH npucMaTpuBaTth 3a [IpuHIleM PeliTaHOM, IOCKOIBKY €r0 IepeBUXKeHUS CTall
HeOoOBYHEIMU. TaK 4TO, €CIIU TIEPEBOPOT MTPOBANIUTCS, YKa3 CTaHET eJUHCTBEHHBIM CIlacaTeIbHBIM
kpyrom ['epriora. OH 3acBUeTEILCTBOBAN OB, YTO 3HAJI IJIaH PeliTaHa 110 1TePeBOPOTY, TO3TOMY II0
npuKa3y MMmepaTopa OH IJaHUPOBal OOBUHUTL €T0 B TOM, YTO OH Ofla/l2KHBal 3aBepOOBaHHbIX
conpat u cobupan nHpopmaluio, 4ToOs cBepruyTh Ero BenudecTtBo. Eciu Ov onepalius npoiiia
XOTh HEMHOT'0 He TaK, PSI0BBIe, KOTOPEIe TIOANEePKUBaIu ero, 6e3 KonebaHui HalrpaBUId OB CBOH
Meun Ha PetritaHa. [Tocme 3Toro oH OBl TPETBOPUIICS, YTO Ha CTOPOHE bepHa.

— lepror PupXkeHT, TH He €eAUHCTBEHHBIN, Y KOT'O €CTh MO3TH.

— Ecnu TH X0Yelb YCIIBIIIATh OT MEHS IIOOATBEP2KAEHNE, Thl JOJIZKEH CHa4Ydlld 3dCTAaBUTh MEHA
IIOJTHOCTBIO JOBEPSATH Tebe. Pa3Be 9TO He Tak?

— ...IlpuHi.

— Kakas GeccThigHast U Harnas npockba. ['0Bopst 0 ToM, 4TO 00e CTOPOHHI XOAST IO HATIHYTOMY
KaHATy, Thl XOYelllb YBEPEHHOCTH B TOM, UTO TBOS JOUb CTaHeT MMmepaTpuren?

[Tapa KpoBaBO-KpaCHEIX TJ1a3 yCTaBUIach Ha I'epiiora, BRTJIASA Tak, CJIOBHO OHU KaXKIa/ld MOTJTIOTUTh
ero. Ecmu 651 3T0 OBITT KTO-TO APYTOM, OH OBLJI OBl Tapajn30BaH CTPaXOM.

Ecnu GBI 9TO OBLT KTO-TO APYTOH...

— 4 3amaBancs BOIIPOCOM, IIOYEMY KSpOJ'[I/IH, KOTOpasa HUKOI'ma HEe HHTepeCOBaJIaCh My K4YWHAMH,
OBlla Tak YBJI€E49EHa HpI/IHHeM, HO TeIleph A IIOHKUMaAIO.

...HO He T'epiior PumxkeHT.

— 41 He XKeJao OIPeNeIEHHOT0 0TBETA IPSIMO cedyac. [IpuHI| 3HAeT BCE, TaK 4TO g Toxke Oymy
YeCTeH C BaMU.

I'na3a PeliTaHa pe3Ko Cy3UIIUCH.

— 4 He cobupawCch HUYEro aefaTh. 1 IPOCTO OJ0IXKY BaM HECKOIBKO PSIOBBIX COMAAT. BhI



IIOHUMAaeETe, 0 YEM 5T TOBOPIO?

9T0 03Hayaso, 4To oHK 06a coOMpPaUCh UATHU II0 ITOMY HATSIHYTOMY KaHATy [I0 KOHIIA.

— TBOSI 4eCTHOCTh He TakK YXK YOUBUTEJIbHA, - YCMEXHYIJICA PeiiTan. — MHe He HY2KHa TBOS IIPpAMast
IIOMOIIb. BYJIGT JOCTATO4YHO, €CJIu ThI Jalllb MHE OGGH.I&HHBIX coJigart.

Tepuor PupmkeHT yxMmbibHyIIcsS. [IpuHil PeliTaH oka3ascs 6ojee 6e3pacCyIHBIM U UCKTIOUUTETBHBIM,
yeM oH cele npepcTaBmsia. OgHako oH OblT OBl Myullle [IpHHIIEB, KOTOPHIE MBITAIOTCS CTaTh
HWMnepaTtopaMu, HO CaMU HAYETO HE MOTYT CHeaTh.

A Tepuory PunxeHTy OBIIIO HEYETO TEPSATH.

— IIpeBocxomHo. 4 coernaro To, YTO xoueT IIpuHII, - CKa3ai ['epIior, mPUIIOOHSB YTOI0K I'y0.

Petitan IIPOCTO ITOCMOTPEII Ha HEero CBePXy BHU3 C XOJIOOMHBEIM, HUYET'0 He BEIPAXKAIOIIUM JIMITOM.
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