— KpacHsie r1a3a, 4€pHEIE BOIOCH. ¥ y6eouaack B 3TOM B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZIa YBUAENA 3TO. AX, THL..

— T®I - BO3MOKHOCTh, KOTOPYIO Hajl MHe bor.

Pyku PeiiTana 3apgpoxainiu.

— IomxkHO OBITH, 9TO OBLIO 1M3-3a BoXbero 61aroCI0OBeHUs, YTO TYMIEIH FiMIlepaTop MPUBEN MEHS B
Henxenbaep. 4 Bo3MyIanach 3TUM, HO y MeHs OBIIO 0CO3HaHUE IIOCIIe TOT0, Kak s poausia Tebs.
2Ku3nb, cocTosmas u3 MOCTOSTHHBIX MpobaeM. Ho Temeps BCE KOHUEHO.

fApkoe 6e3yMue IPOMEBKHYIIO B €€ H3YMPYAHBIX IIa3ax.

— ...Cranp MnepatopoMm u 3abepu Bcé. Bepuu um cnomnHa. [Ipecnenyi, Bopy# u yousai. TouHO Tak
JKe, KakK OH ITOCTYIIXJI C HaMH!

PeliTaH CIIPOCUNT TUXUM T'OJIOCOM:

— ...C xakux 3TO mop?

— Yto0?

— TBosI HeHaBUCTH K [leHxenbaepy... U KTo co3pan Ty neresay?

PeliTaH Tak ¥ He CMOT HalTH aBTOPA, CKOJIbKO ObI HY MCKajl. OH He MOT HAaWTH HUKAKHUX 3alIeIIOK O
TOM, KTO CO37aJI TaKyI0 YCTPAIIAIIYIO0 JIETeHY.

— Hy...

JIu3za MATKO yIBIOHYNIACh U CKa3asa:

— 3JT0 OBITIO OYEHb JaBHO. ITO CHejajia He MOSI MaTh, HE MaThb MaTepHu U Oaxe He Hpa6a6ymKa. PasBe
3TO He 3a0aBHO? HeCMOTpH Ha 3TO, OHa IIepenaBaliaCh U3 IIOKOJIEHUSA B IIOKOJIEHUE.

— A moToM Hac yOuBasu.



JIuza, 6eru otciofa! bricTpee!

JIn3a BCE emé 0TYETIHNBO ITIOMHMIIA 3T0. X MajleHbKUM JOMUK SIPKO ropes. U maxe oOpas eé MaTepw,
ropsIei u Kpudalieu emu...

FOnas Jlusa y6exaina, o6muBasick cie3amu. [locnengHee, 4To OHA yBUAeNa, OblIa IPYCTHAS YIIHIOKA,
PaCIJIBIBIIASCS 110 OOYTJIEHHOMY JIUITy €€ MaTepH.

IomxHO OBITH, OHA yMepIia. He OBI7I0 HUKAKOM BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTOORI KTO-TO BBIKHJI B CTOJIb CUJILHOM
OTHeE.

Ha cnepytomuii neHb JIu3a BepHYIach B TO MECTO, KOTOPOE OHA IIPUBLIKJIA Ha3kIBATh IOMOM, U €€
BCTPETHUII CTOPEBIINH NOM, HE OCTAaBUBIINYM HUKAKUX CJIEMIOB...

Thl myMaelb KTO-TO MOT BBIXKUTH? Tak Kak 51 CKa3aJjl, YTO OHa Obljla JEeBOYKO MJIafllle JeCsITH JIeT,
OHa, MOMXKHO ObITH, OBIJIa pa3maBiieHa. KphIlia Ke pyxHYya...

910 OBLN TEeTeNI eé MaTepu, YEPHBIN, KaK BOPOHEL. ['71a3a 10HOM JIu3bl OB MPHUKOBAHEI K OCTaHKAM
TeJla €€ MaTepH, TI0Ka OHa IpsiTanack. OHa BCE ellé CbIIIaia KpUKY CBOEW MaTepu, KOrfa BUieia
3TO.

JIusa, 6eru!

Beru, cetiyac xe!

brictpee!

— Kaxk... mouemy... 9T0 BCE... - mpobopmoTan PeiiTaH.

— IaBHBIM-IaBHO, - JIM3a MeIeHHO IPUOTKPELTa poT. — 2KeHIuHa, KoTopas npefana Bora, poguna.
HmMmepaTop yrpoxan eé Xu3Hu. Y Heé He OBIIIO IPYToro BEIOOpA, KpoMe Kak cOexkarTh, Jaxe He
yCIIeB Iepepe3aTh MYIMOBUHY CBOero pebéHKa. MHe cKasasu, 4TO B 3TOM KOPEHb BCETO 3TOTO.

— MHe cKasasnu, 4To 3TO OB KTO-TO Bpome TeOs. 2KeHIIuHa... ¢ YEPHBIMYM BOJIOCAMU U KPACHBIMHU
rIa3aMu.

(*ABTOp CKa3zaJ, 4To 9T0 OblIa "Heoxa'. ITO MOKET 03Ha4YaTh Kak JeBYIIKY, TaK U KEHIIUHY. TaK 4To
3TO MOXKeT OBITh 0CO0EHHOCThI0 peOEHKA MU ~ B UCTOPUH, KOTOPYIO Ciblana JIu3a, y CbapXBUHEL
Obla 9T 0C00EHHOCTE. I10 CyTH, 3TO CTapas UCTOPUS, TaK 4TO, ObLI 11 3TO PeOEHOK UM KEHIUHA,



Yy KOTOPO} OBbIJTM TPOKJISITEIE YEPTHI JIUIA, HESICHO.)

[To Toi Xe mpuyuHe MaTh JIU3H], €€ MaTh U OeCUUCIIEHHOe MHOXKECTBO APYTHUX MaTepel cTanu
MUIIEHSIMHU U OBIIN YOUTHL.

VimmepaTopckasi ceMbs [leHxenmbaepa 00s171ach, YTO OTHAXKIB Y€JI0BEK C YEPHBEIMHU BOJIOCAMHU U
KPACHLIMHU TJIa3aM{ BEPHETCS ¥ YHUYTOXKUT UX, KaK IJIaCUjIa JIeTeHAa. 3HAYUT, Y HUX ObII MOTHB
IIpepBaTh POAOCIIOBHYI0. TeM He MeHee, flaXke I10 IIPOLIECTBUY CTOJILKT JIET, 9TO OBIIIO HE UYTO UHOE,
KaK He3aBeplneHHas cyabba MMmepaTtopckoii cembu [lenxenbaepa. OHU He 3HANH, 4TO JIu3a
BBIKMIIA.

— Ho s 6v1na 3714, - ronoc JIuael OB X0NI0eH. — 4 maxke He 3HAIO, KTO 3Ta XKeHIIKWHA. [louyeMy g
moKHa ObITh yOUTa M3-3a CBOEro mpeaka? 4 He nmoHuMai. U g HeHaBUXKY 3T0. M3-3a HUX y MeHS He
ObL10 mpyroro BeIOOpa, KpOMe Kak XKUTh OeIHOM KU3HBIO, HE UMesl BO3MOKHOCTH 000CHOBATLCS Ha
onHOM MecTe. [ToCTOSTHHO IepeMelianachk C MecTa Ha MecTo. MHe Ka3aioch, 4YTO MOs

JKU3HB [IPOKJIATA.

OHa HECKOJIbKO pa3 IIpoJikBaja KpoBaBhble CIE3HI, X BCE B €€ MUPE BCeryia IIpeBpallaiiock B PyHHHL.

— W Torpa... { Bctpetuna MyHuna.

YenoBek, KOTOPHIM OB IIOX0XK Ha TOT AeHb. Yem0oBeK, KOTOPHIM 0CBEeTUI MUDP JIM3Hl, KOTOPHIHM BCeraa
OLLJI TEMHEIM, KaK HOYb.

— 4 momyMmarta, MOXKeT OBITh, MBI MOTJIX OBl KMTh [IOJITO ¥ CYACT/IMBO B 9TOM KU3HU. MOXKeET OBITS,
MBI CMOTJIH OBbI 2KHUTh HOPMAaJIbHOM XKU3HbIO, KaK BCE OCTaJIbHEIE. ITO OblJIa MOs IIepBas Hagexkma. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, JaXke 9TO BCE OBIJI0O YHUYTOKEHO.

Bcé BepHYIOCh K TOMY, KaK HOJIKHO GBITIO OBITE. JIM3a BepHYNIach B M3HAYaIbHOE MECTO, THie JIIONU
IIBITA/TACh TPEPBATh PONOCIOBHYIO €€ IpeaKa.

— Ho... B3rngHU Ha MeHs. Pa3Be 51 B KOHIIe KOHI[OB He BepHYyJach cioga? OHM Jaxe He Jallui MHe
IIOXKUTh CIIOKOMHOMN XKU3HBIO.

PeiiTan 3akycun ryoy.

— Bo BcéM BUHOBATH OHM.

Taxk OLBLTIO ¢ caMoro Hauasa. Bcé aro...

— To, yTo cHenano Hac TakuMH, - [lenxenbaep. 5 gaxe He Morya y0exkaTh C TeX 10Op, Kak OHU
3abpaiu MeHs cioga. M, aTa nerexnma?..



Juza TOPBKO pacCMedAiacCh.

— HeusBecTHO, KTO €€ Hamucan. Ho kakoe 3To uMeeT 3HadeHue? Hamucan nu eé MmmepaTop unu
Mar... [laxke eCnu 3TO BeIyMaHHas UCTOPUS, HUYETO He U3MEHUTCS.

— PetiTaH, TH pOXKOEH, UTOOH BCE, UTO HAMMCAHO B 3TOM JIETEHIE, CIIYYUIIOCE.

Ho cTouT 7 ero MaTepu PUCKOBATh CBOEH KU3HBI0, UTOOHI 9TO MPou30uio? OH XOTeN CIIPOCUTh 00
3TOM, HO CJIOBa TaK U He CJIeTeNu ¢ ero ry0. PeiiTan mocMoTpen Ha JIu3y ¢ mevaabHEIM BHIPaKeHUEeM
JIULa.

— V0el1 ux BCex.
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