HecmoTpst Ha TO, UTO OHa OTBETHUIA, 9TO ObT BepH, a He JIunuaH. Cex He OblIa yBEPEHa, YTO OHA
BBIUTPAET C HUM PYKOMAIITHYI0 CXBATKY.

— 91 mpuTBOPSIICS, YTO He BUOel TeOsT BCE 9TO BPEMSI, HO THI, IOJI2KHO OBITh, 3a0bIa, KTO 5. £
00s13aTeIbHO HAIlOMHIO Tebe cerofHs. & TOT, KTO MOXKeT cheiaTh C TO0O0H BCE, YTO YTOTHO.

OTpaxasich B €€ ronyObIx Ila3ax, Myralolui BUA pyku bepHa MeIJIeHHO OIycKascs Ha Heé. Cex He
3HaJIa, IBITAETCS I OH CXBAaTHUTh €€ 3a BOPOTHUK UIIK 3a BoJIock. HecMmoTps Ha 9To, Cexk 3Haja, 4To
He cMoxeT cOexkaTh. Cexk cosrasa Obl, ecu OBl CKa3aja, YTO ed He CTPAIIHO, HO B JII000OM cliydae
oHa 6oJbIlle He X0TeJa BECTH cebsl MOCIIYIIHO.

3areM, BHe3aIlHO, KTO-TO ygapuil bepHa 1o pyke.

39T0 OvLI PeliTaH.

— ...bpar.

PeiitaH, mpoTsHYBUIUH PYKY, 3aBEN Cex 3a crnuHy. Kak Oy[TO OH IBITAJNICS CIPSITATh €€.

— Xa...

BepH paccmesics, Kak 0yoTo yBuAen 4To-To 3abaBHoe. OH M30 BCEX CUJI OTMAaxHYJICI OT PyKHU
PeliTaHa ¥ cHena Takoe JIUIIO, YTO OHA He MOHsJA, OBIIO0 11 9TO BPaXkaeOHOCTHIO, THEBOM WU
orBparmenueM. OgHako bepH He cTasn Obl HeOPEXKHO BCTYIIATh B IpaKy, Kak paHbiue, 1 Cex 3Hana
IPUYUHY.

9T0 6bIIO0 TOTOMY, UTO MeXay BepHoM u PeiiTaHoM Gblsla OTPOMHAs pa3HULIA B CUTIE.
PeliTaH ycTaBUJICS Ha HETO, HUYETO He TOBOPS, HO OT HETO IIjIa MylIaolias aypa.

Cex, KoTOpas Jonroe BpeMs Owlna ¢ PeliTaHOM, HHOT[Ia IIyrajiachk ero aypkl. Tem He MeHee, bepH
MOT OBITH MEHBIIE UK OOJIbIIE 3aTPOHYT €I0.

— 3Hayurt, y Te0s1 ecTh CBOM cOOCTBEHHBIN BKYC, PeliTaH, - bepH Havan HecTu O6pen. — BronHe
BEPOSITHO, UTO M3-3a TOTO, YTO y TeOsI HecyacTHAs MaTh, THl TOXKe BCTpPedaelllbCsl C HeCYaCTHOU
[EBYILIKOU.

PeliTan He oTBeTHII.

— HpI/IHI/IHaIOT JIM TPA3HEIE BEIMU OPYT K OPYTY UJIKX HET, He MHE 3HATh, HO Pa3B€ ThHl HE OJOJIZKEH
IIBITATBCA 3TO CKpBITb? BrI mBOE OTBPATUTEJIbHEI.



9To OBIIO BOMIMIOIIEE U3eBATENbCTBO. JIuio Cexk BCIBIXHYIIO OT CMYIIEHUS, HO 0CKOpOIeHue He
TTPOM3BEJIO TaKOro Xke 3ddhekTa Ha PeiiTana. OH maxe He AEPHYT OPOBSIMHU, @ BMECTO 3TOTO
TTPUOTKPHLI POT:

— ...BepHo. { ToXKe BuKY KOe-4TO OTBpaTUTEJIbHOE, - CKa3asl PeutaH, risapgs Ha bepra. — [lymaro,
YTO AJIST Hac OBLIO OB Jydllle He BCTPeYaThCs JTUIOM K JIUITY, HO, BUMS, YTO ThI BCETHa IPUXOOUIIbL K
HaM ¥ 3aTeBaelllb APaKy, y Tebs, I0X0xKe, TOXKe eCTh CBOM BKyC. Pa3Be ThI He Takoi xke? ToOYHO Tak
e, Kak MmnepaTop 671aroBOIMT K CKPOMHOM HaloXKHUIlE, TeOs ToXKe MIPHUBIIEKaI0T
HU3KOPOXKIOEHHEIE?

— Kaxk T8 cMeern?!

BepH cxBaTtun PeliTana 3a mew. HeT, ecimu OBITH TOYHBEIM, OH IIOIBITAJICS CXBATUThL PeliTaHa, HO
PetiTan 6511 HeMHOTO OBIcTpee. OH cxBaTull pyKy bepHa elfé go Toro, Kak oHa KOCHY/Iach ero
BOPOTHHUKA.

Ha n6y BepHa npoCTynuiy BEHH, U TO Ke caMmoe OBIJIO C THUTbHOW CTOPOHOM JagoHu PeliTaHa.
Jlomatomuecs rony0bsle KpOBEHOCHBIE COCY/IBI TOBOPUIIM O TOM, KaK Kpemko Pelitan mepxkain bepHa 3a

PYKY.

BepHn 3akycun ryby, 3aTeM CTPSIXHYI PyKy Peiitana. IToce aToro bepH u30 BCcex CUl yoapui
PeriTana 1o mexe.

T'onmoBa Pelitana mépHynack oT yaoapa. Cex maxe He ycresa 3aKpudaTh, a IIOTOM IOAAepKana
PeniTana, KOTOPEIY CllerKa MOMIATHYJICH.

— 3HalTe, 4YTO Y BaC OCTaJOCh BCETO HECKOJIBKO AHEM, - X0I0AHO cKa3asn bepH. — Korpa g caay Ha
TPOH, 51 OyAy IepPBHIM, KTO IIepepPekKeT BaM TOpJIo.

Cex peGIeKTOPHO BlIeNMIach B TKaHb Ha CliiHe PeiiTana. OHa 6o0siy1ach, 4TO OH yoapuT bepHa, Kak B
nporuioM. Eciy HAYHETCS IpakKa, BCE MPONAET HE TaK I'IagKo, KakK TOTOa.

Ho PeliTan He Hamapman Ha BepHa. OH nuImb YCTaABHJICA Ha HETO C HUYET0 He BEIPAXKAIOIIKUM JIMIIOM.

— I'psi3HBIE TBaApW.

BepH noouepégHo mocMoTpen Ha PeiiTana u Cex, a 3aTeM Hayajl YXOOUTb.

Kak Tonbko BepH CKpHUICS U3 BUY, OHA IIOCIIEIIHO ITofoliia K PeliTaHy U BCTalla mepey HUM.
KpacHast KpoBb CTEKasa 10 ero momdopoaKy.

— C-c T0601 BCE B mopsimKe?



— bpar PeurtasH...

OHa mo3Baja ero Mo UMeHH, HO OTBeTa He I0ociefoBao. [levanbHble ¥ pa30dyapoBaHHEIE YYBCTBA
MCYe3JH, KaK CHEer, KOTOPHIM HaKOHeIl pacTasiyI IoCcjie MONroro BpeMeHu. Ero HapyIasa TOIbKO
KPOBb, CTEKaBIIas C ero ryo.

Cek OCTOPOKHO IIPOTSHYIA PYKY, YTOOBI BHITEPETH KPOBb, HO PeliTal X0/mogHOo nutenHyn Cex 1mo
PYKe.

— THI, mOMKHO OBITH, CHIBINIAJA, YTO CKa3asl bepH. HekoTopoe BpeMsi He BRIXOIH M3 CBoero [IBopiia.

— Hnu.

— ...bpar.

— T#wI cnplIIania MeHa?

PeiiTan c0BHO... Ipyrou 4yesnoBek. Ei mokasasnock, 4To PeliTald, ¢ KOTOPHIM OHA BCTPETHU/IACh Ha
XOJIMe HEeCKOJIbKO JHel Ha3af, ucyes.

— 3HAYHUT JIA 9TO, YTO... MHE He CJIeflyeT IPUXOOUTH U K Tebe Toxke?

— Bpart Peiitas!

— IIa, BepHO, - Ir'yOnI PetiTaHa mporuynu. — He nmpuxonu. Hukorma 6osbiie.

— Ilouemy...

— [ToToMy 4TO ThI MEHS Pa3Apakaellb.

OHa crbllllajia MHOT'O CJIOB, KOTOPHIE OBIIM Xy2Ke C TeX Iop, Kak oHa Oblla MajieHbKOu. "['Tymsii
pe6énok", "Hagoegnusas", "Voupaticsa", "3aTkuuce". Ho Temneps, moueMy 3T CJI0BA TaK MIPOH3UIIHU €€
rpynb?



PeiiTan Ha moiio CEeKYH[EI IIOCMOTPEII Ha Cex, a 3aTeM IIOIIEN IIPpOYb. Cex HEKOTOpO€E BpeMs
CTOSAJIa C HU4Yero He BhIPAKAIOIUM JIMIIOM, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB mobexasia 3a HUM.

— [ToueMy THI BOPYT CTan Tak cebs BeCTU?

Petitan He oTBeTun er. OH IMPOCTO MIET.

CexX TOCIIEITHO IPOOOIXKIIa:

— 4 3Hat0. I Tebs pa3mpaxalo. Ho... Bcé xe...

Bcé xe...

Cex Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMoJTdaria.

— bpar, THL...

3aTeM CexX CIIpOCUIa XPUILIBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— ...Tr1 u3beraemib MeHs? Tl HaMepeHHO U36eraemrb MeHs?

B aToT MoMeHT PeliTaH ocTaHoBuICSA. Ho Ha 9TOM BCE M 3aKOHUMIOCh. OH CHOBa OBICTPO 3alarat
manblile, JaXxke He OTJITHYBIINCH Ha HEE U He OTBETHUB Ha €€ BOIIPOC.

OcraBuuce onHa, CexX HEMOABUKHO U MOJI4a CTOSIJIa Ha MeCTe, TJIAAS B CIIUHY yXopasileMy PerTany.

X X x
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