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E€ cepaiie OelieHo KOIOTUIIOCH. BrIIo oueBHOHO, 4TO Cexk x0oTena, YToOk PeliTaHy IOHPABUJIICS €€
noflapok. PeiTan HaxMypuin 6poBu. AX, OH, JOJIZKHO OBITh, CYUTAET 3TO Y3KACHHIM IogapKoM. Eé nmuiio
IIOTPYCTHETIO.

— YT0 5T0?

— O}Kepenbe. A IIpOBEJia BCIO HOYB, YTOOBI CHeNaTh €ro... U CETONHSIIHEE YTDPO...

— Koneusno, J'[yHa TOXKe HEMHOTO momoria. Ho 60J'H:>H.Iy1-0 YacCTb paGOTbI BBEITIOJTHHIIA 4I...

Py6uH, koTophiit Cex nomapuia PeliTaHy Ha eHb POXKIEHUS B IPOLUILIN pa3, OHa ITpeBpaTHiIa B
KYJIOH Ha oxXepeJbe. [IparoleHHb KaMeHb OBIJT II0X0K Ha KpacCHHIE T'71a3a PeliTaHa.

Cex 3HaJa, YTO OHA HU B KOeM CjIy4yae He OblJla MaCTepPOM, U OHA ITPHU3HABaJja, YTO B €€ U3MIeINU
MOJXKHBI ObITA OBITH KaKHe-TO IIJI0OXO CHe/TaHHbIe JleTajli, HO OHA IMOTPATHia MHOTO BpeMeH!

Ha M3roToBNIeHKe. [laxKe ecIu OParoleHHOCTH, KOTOPHIE OHA MCIIO0Ib30Basla, OBIIN JIUIIL HEMHOTO
JIydlile 110 KayecTBY, YeM paHbIie, Cex moayMara, YTo 9TO yXKe OOCTaTOYHO HEIJI0X0, M YTO OH He
OymeT HeHaBUOETH 9TOT IOAPOK.

— MoxeT ObITh, OHO BBITJISIIUT HE TaK YK ¥ XOPOILIO, HO €CJIM MIPUCMOTPETHCS, TO Ha CaMOM [iejie BCE
He TaK yX IIJI0XO...

E€ royoc npeBpaTuics B MUCK.

— 4 mpocTo mymarna o TOM, YTO Ha TBOM [eHb POXKAEHUS 5 He Ioflapuia XOPOoIllero mopapka... ¥ atot
KaMeHb II0X0X Ha I'/la3a OpaTa. f mymaio, 4TO 3TO JeMCTBUTENIbHO UMEET CMBICT...

— T#rI certuac u3meBaeIibcs Hamo MHOUR?

JIuno PeliTaHa Hanpsriaoch, u HacTpoeHue Cex ymano. [laxe ecnu OBl el HUKTO He CKa3aJll, OHa Obl
IIOHS$JIa, YTO CIIyuniock. HeCKOMbKO CEKYH[ Ha3aZ, OHa TOBOPUJIA O LIBETe ero Iia3.

Cex OBICTPO 3aTOBOPHIIA U IEPeIIia Ha JIeCTb.

— Ho mue HPaBUTCA IBET TBOUX I'JIa3.

Curtyalus IpuBOUIa €€ B OTYasHUE.



— PasBe... pa3Be TH He IOMHHUIIB, YTO 51 TOBOPUIa 06 3TOM paHbiie? Y TeOs 04eHb KpaCUBEHIe I1a3a.
OHU TIOX0XKY HA PYOUHEL.

OHa u3nuBasa 1ecTb, HO 3T CJI0Ba He OBl 10KbI0. Eciu KTo-HUOYIb 3a0ymeT 00 3ToM JleTeHie, OH
ITOMMET, UTO I'Ta3a PeditaHa Obiu mpekpacHbl. OHM ObLIM aXKe 0oJiee MPUBIEKATEIbHBEIM, YEM
royry6o¥ IIBET, YHACIeOBAaHHEIN UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbel. IIpyu IHEeBHOM CBETE, MO SIPKUM COJIHIIEM,
ero rjla3a CHsIU, KaK pyOuHB. M Korfa OH CMOTpeJl Ha CUSHUE 3aKaTa... OHK 0IeCcTeNu 1 MepIay,
KaK Oy[ITO MCKPUIKCH BOJIIEOHOM MBIIhi0. KOHEeUHO, OHa He MOXKeT 3a0BITh 0 XOJIOMHOM aTMocdepe,
KOTOpas OKpyzKaja ero. Ho gaxe B 9TOM CjIydyae OHa HUKOTla HE CMOXkKeT BO3HEHaBUIEeTh ero rjiasa.

PeiiTan Hu4Yero He oTBeTHI. OH CMOTpPET HA 0XKepejibe B CBOEH pyKe. YIUBUTEIHHO, HO OH ITOJIOXKUII
ero B KapMaH.

— Tsl IpuMeNts ero?

— A pa3Be He IJIsT 9TOTO THI MHE €ro jJaa?

OT ero oTBeTa YrojikKu €€ ryd MPUIIOHSIUCH TaK BEICOKO, KaK TOJIbKO Moriu. OHa He MOTJIa He
YNBIOHYTHCS, Jaxe ecyu Obl 3aX0Tena.

— Ax!

Bcé emé mmpoko yieibasach, Cex BHOBb CYHYJIa PYKY B CYMKY.

— ¥V MeHs ecThb elé oguH IogapoK!

OHa BHITAIMIIA KPOIIEYHYIO INKATYJIKY C IPArOleHHOCTSIMU. PefiTaH B3TISIHYJ Ha €€ CONepKUMOoe, U
€ro Tjla3a APOTHYJIX OT YAUBIEHUs. ITO O OpacieT, OpacieT pydHou paboTH C U3YMPYHOM
pa3MepoM C HOTOThb GOJIBIIOTO MasbIia.

— 9t0 s nepu JIussl. To eCTh... f YyBCTBYIO, YTO OHA [I0 CUX ITOP 3ab0THIach 000 MHe, HO S HU
pas3y HUYero [jisg Heé He chefaa.

— KoHeuHo, 51 3Ha0, YTO 9TOT [IparolleHHKN KaMeHb COBCEM He MOOXOMUT II0 CPAaBHEHUIO C
[paroneHHOCTSIMH, KOTOPEIMY YKe BrafeeT nenu JIuza. Ho y MeHst 60Jbliie HUYETO HET...

— d nousn. OTKpeIBail KHUTY.



PeiiTan OCTOPO2KHO B34JI ITKATYJIKY C APAarooieHHOCTAMH.

— 4 oTHecYy en.

— Xopotuo!

Cex IMMPOKO yIEIOHYMack. [lo cCuX IOp OHa OBbIZIa UM TaK MHOTHM 00s513aHa, ¥ 9TOT AparoleHHEIH
KaMeHb ObLT HUYEM 110 CPAaBHEHHUIO C TEM, YTO IPUHAMAJIeKAJIO0 JIequ JIu3e, MoIb3yoIIencs
6marocknoHHOCThI0O UMmepaTopa. Ho Cex Bepuita, uTo ey JIu3a OIeHUT e€ oOphie HaMepeHus
OosbIe, YeM IeHHOCTDb 3TOT0 IofapKa.

A emé oHa OblyTa paga BUAETh, 4YTO PeliTaH Moyt 6e3 BOIIPOCOB IPUHSI CBOM mogapok. OHa
BCIIOMHUJIA MIPOIIIoe, Koraa PeliTaH BEIOPOCHI €€ TTOAapOK eMy Ha JeHb POXKIOEHUS.

Cex 4yyBCTBOBasia ce0st U3MY4YEeHHOM, HO He OT 601 unu 4ero-To emé. OHa MbITasach OTBETUTD Ha
BOIIPOCHI, IOCTAB/IEHHLIE B €€ KHUTe, 6ECKOHEUHO MTPOTOHSS MBICTIU B CBOEH T'OJIOBE.

B ero KpacHHIX I'Ta3ax oTpaxasnachk ¢urypa Cex. PeliTaH ogymasn o Heli, KaK 0 CTpaHHOM peOEeHKe.
Tak MHOTO pa3 oHa Oblsia ysA3BJeHa ero rpyOLIMU pyraTeIbCTBaMHU, HO HU OOHO U3 HUX He ITOMEIIaso
el BepHyThCA K HeMy. OHa KakKas-To riynas. HaBepHoe, caMas riynas U3 BCEX...

Kak Ovl TO HE OBITIO, TOJIBKO OHA, TMIYIIEINA PeOEHOK, C PagOCThi0 0011anack C HUM.

TonbKO OHa 37MJIACh Ha BCe CIUIETHU 0 HEM. TOJTbKO OHa JOOPOBOJILHO MPUHSIA €T0 CTOPOHY B TOT
neHb... HUKTO, KpOoMe Hee.

Cex cmernaja BU, YTO HE 3aMeTHUJIa ero B3TJIsIa, ¥ MIOMbITAIach PellaTh CBOM 3afaun. PeTaH cxkan
oxXepesbe, exkalllee B KapMaHe.

)%k

— IToxanyiicTa, IOJOXAWTE MUHYTKY, IPUHL PeliTaH, — BEXK/IUBO CKa3ajla Mapu. PeliTan HU4Yero He
OTBETHUJI, TUIIb CJIeTKa KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM. 3aTeM OH IMOKOBHIPSJICS B IIKATYJIKE C OParoleHHOCTSIMH,
KOTOPYI0 nepefana emy Cex.

[Tpor1o coBCeEM HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, TPEXKIEe YeM OBEPh OTKPHLIACh, U HECKOJIBKO TOPHUYHBIX,
BBIXOMST U3 KOMHATHI, BEIHECTIM CYHIYKY C U3BICKAHHBIMY IIIAaThsIMU ¥ OPaTrOlleHHOCTSIMU. PeliTaH
feccTpacTHO TOCMOTPEN Ha CIIy2KaHOK. 3aTeM OH BOIIEN BHYTPb.



— MamMa, - BeXKIHUBO IMO300POBAJICA OH.

JIn3a cupesia Ha KPpOBaTH, ¥ BHITJIsAMeNa CUIIbHO ycTaBInel. OH 3HaJ, YTO 3MOPOBhE Y €TI0 MaTepH
Bcerfa OBIJI0O HEXOPOIINM, HO €€ COCTOSIHUE, TI0X0Ke, TOJIBKO YXYAIIanoCh.

— Mawma, TBOE TeJIo...

— 4 B mopsimke, — otBeTua Jluda. — CKOPO COCTOMTCST OAaHKET IO CIy4Yaro MHS OCHOBAHUS
HiMriepuu, ¥ MHe IOBOJILHO TSI2KeJ0 BEIOpPaTh cebe Hapsy,.

BaHKeT 1o ciy4alo JHS OCHOBaHUS MMmepuu rpaHano3eH. ITo ObIIO caMoe KPYITHOe U3 HEMHOTHX
MEPOIPUSATUN, TPOBOOUMEIX UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbeN. Korma oH HayMHAICS, ¥ KOPOIEBCKas CeMbS, U
IBOpsiHE coOUpanuch B OMHOM MecTe. MMIepaTop Bcerfia MpUCyTCTBOBa ¢ JIn3oi. OH mapun en
caMble IOpOorue MiaThs B IMIepuu U caMble JOPOTHe AParoleHHOCTH, YTOOH BLICTABUTDL HAIlOKa3 €€
KpacoTy.

Ha nporsxenuu Bcero 6aHkeTa y JIu3bl Oblia TOMBKO OHA POIb: OBITh KyKJToi. CaMol KpacuBo
KYKJIOM B MUpe, KOTOpyio MiMIiepaTop cnac 0T HeCYaCTHOU XKU3HU.

— T®I XOTEI 0 YEM-TO IIOTOBOPUTH?

—...Ja.

PeniTan nepepnasn WIKATYJIKy C AparoleHHOCTSIMU 0T Cex.

— YTo0 3T0?

— Ilpunrnecca Cex mopy4yniia MHe IepefaTh 3To Tebe.

JIu3a Me[jIeHHO B3sijIa IIKATYJIKY U3 ero pyK. OHa OTKPEUIA €€ U OIleHUTIa e€ comepkuMoe. B Hel
7iexKaJt IPOCTOH OpacieT ¢ U3yMPYLOM.

— IToxoxke, OHa 4yBCTBYeT ce0si B ONTY mepeq To00i 1 X0UeT BEHIPa3uTh CBOI0 01arogapHOCTS.

— ...IIpaBga?

Benas dbapdoposas pyka nopHsina 6pacneT. [lepxka ero BLICOKO B BO3iyxe OOJBIINM U YKa3aTeJIbHBIM
nasbilaMy, JIu3a oIleHuIa IpeaMer.

3aTteM, 6e3 mpemynpexkaeHus, oHa Opocusia ero Ha IoJl.



— JlemiéBxka.

E€ sicHBle M3yMpyaHbIe T1a3a 3abecTesiu, CMOTPSI B KpOBaBO-KpaCHEIE I'1a3a PeliTaHa.

— EpeHa HOCHUT BCEBO3MOXKHEBEIE IPATOII€HHOCTH, a eeé JO0Yb BEIPA2KaeT MHE CBOIO 6J'Ia1"OJIapHOCTB
0eCII0Ie3HEIM OParouneHHbBIM KaMHEM. Kakas ke OHa xKankasd.

— TuI 3Haews eé mmojloxenue, PeliTal.
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