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— OTa Menkas cykal..

YeCTHO TOBOPSI, C CaMOr0 HayvaJla OH 4 He AyMaJl O IOJ00HEIX TeHCTBHUSX.

Hron 6e33aboTHOo Habmomgan 3a ccopoit Mexny Cex u JIunuad. OH yXke gorafacs, 4To kKu3Hb Cex B
MMIIePATOPCKOM IBOPIIE Bcerma Oblyla He KaK B CKa3Ke.

Ho He cnumkoM nu 970? Kak 3Ta fAeByllIKa MOXKET 3anyruBaTh Cex [0 TaKOU CTEeIeHu?

TeMm He MeHee, B I'Ta3ax UToOHa OHM Ka3aJuCh ABYMs TOPOIIMHAMU U3 OFHOTO ropiuka. OHU OBUIH
onwHakKoBEIMU. W JTunuaH, u Cex ObIIM MpuHIIeccaMu [lenbXeHOepa, 9T0O MOATBEPKAANIN UX CBETIIHE
BOJIOCHI ¥ TJIa3a IIBeTa candupa. ETMHCTBEHHOE, YTO WX OTIMYAJIO0, — 3TO TO, YTO OfIHA U3 HUX Bejla
cebs JKeCTOKO ¥ CKpBIBAaja 3Ty Y2KACHYIO TalHY OTO BCEX.

[Touemy-To WToH mpenmnomnaran, 4To Cex OymeT yMOJISTh, IJIaKaTh U MPOCUTD CECTPY O mornane. OH
He 3HaJl, I0YeMy 3Ta [IeByIlKa Tak HeHaBupesna Cex. Ho B 3TO# cUTyaluy Iy4IIni BEIOOP, KOTOPHII
OHa MoJKHa Obl/Ia CHenaTh, — 9TO IOMPOCUTD MPOIIEeHUs KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, HHa4Ye OHa BCKOpe
OyKBaJIbHO YMPET. ITO OBII TOT BEIOOP, KOTOPHIH, 110 MHEHUI0 MTOHA, caenanu Okl BCe, KTO ITOMAl B
nomo0HyI0 cUTyaluio. Bce, Kpome Hee€.

— 3aueM HaM cebs yOouBaTh? MH He Cesaid HUYEero MmiIoxoro!

HampoTtus, Cex sspocTHO 0TOMBAIACh ¥ OTBedasa JlunmuaH. Beiims 3a paMKy HeOOJIBIIIOT0 CKaHasa,
OHa IIOBBICHJIA TOJIOC, CJIOBHO y IEBOYKHU OTKPHIIIOCh BTOPOE AbixaHue. Habrmiogas 3a MpouCXOsIIM,
HToH mpoO6opMOTan TUXUM T'OJIOCOM:

— ITO cBUpEIOe OUTS B 1I000M Cllydae HHTEPECHO.

— B mo6om criydae u TH, ¥ 9TOT PeliTaH 3aKOHYUTE OOUHAKOBO: KOTHa OpaT HaKOHEI] CTaHeT
HmnepaTopoM, OH IIEPBEIMU YORET Bac 06oux!

Ax, CHOBa 9T0 UMs. ITOT peOEHOK, PeliTaH.

Ero mo60nEITCTBO TPOO0JIZKAI0 POCTHU. 3a cTeHaMu MIMIIepCKOro 3aMKa, KOTOPBIN OB
I0JIOH GJIOHIMHOB, PONUIICS YEPHOBOJIOCHH pebeHOK. YecTHO roBops, I'TOH BHavase He IIOBEPUT
paccka3dy Cex 00 oOpallleHu# C IIPOKISATHIM OpaToM.

BO-HepBBIX, B 3TOM JIeTeHe OBIJIO TaK MHOTO Belllel, KOTOpPEIE HE COOTBETCTBOBAJIX TOMY, 4TO
IIPOXU30MIJIO U3HAYAJIbHO.



KoneuHo, TO, 4TO Kacanochb HeOOLYHOTO pebEeHKa, Obsio BepHbIM. Ho M TOH He mymarn 06 aToi
UCTOPUU BCepbe3. [ToToMy 4TO, eC/TU TPE3BO B3TJISIHYTh Ha HEE, TO 3Bydasio MofobHoe Kak
HEBEPOSITHOE MIpeyBeIndeHue.

Bennriii peOEHOK C YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU ¥ KPACHBIMU T'Ia3aMy, KOTOPHIH, K HeCYacThi0, POAUIICS B
MMIIepPaTOPCKOM ceMbe, TTie CYIeCcTBOBasla TaKas HCKaXKEHHad iereHna. Bot mouemy peO€HKa
Ha3Banu PeliTaH — UM, KOTOPOE TIOTEPSIIO0 CBOE HACTOsIIIee 3HaUueHNe U ObIJI0 3aMeHEeHO Ha
«TIPOKJIATHINM». UTOH Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMs IIPEAIIONI0KHUII, YTO ITO BCE IOyNPaBaa.

KX ccopa He MpofIuiIack moiro. [Togbexkarn 4epHOBOIOCHIH TOAPOCTOK. YEpHEIE BOJIOCH, TJIaBHEIN
repoii, PeiitaH, ma... UTOH XOTeJl YBHOETh €T0 B IEHCTBUH.

Petitan, koToporo MTOH MOT BUIIETh JIUIIIL CO CIIMHEBI, 0TOpocui JIunuaH u moMor Cex BCTATh.

— 41 He MO3BOJTI0 BCEMY TaK 3aKOHYUTHCS! BBl IBOE yMaeTe, UTO CMOXKeTe BEIOPaThCs U3 3TOU
cutyauun?! MMmnepaTtop, MaMa — g ckaxy uM! Bparty, s ckaxy OpaTy, s BCeM CKaxXy, YTOOH BaM
OTPyOUITM HOTH ¥ PYKH! — 'POMKO KpuKHYIa JIunuaH, KoTopas Obla B OeIlleHCTBe.

WTOH BCIIOMHMJI, YTO, KOT/Ia 3a HECKOJIbKO JHEH N0 CerOTHSIIHEro JHS OH YBHUOEI COCTOSHIE
PetiTara u CexX, OH ITOHSJI, YTO 3[IeCh C HUMHK 00pPAIal0OTCs 04eHb 10X0. OUeBHIHO, 9Ta TIIynas
cyka ObllTa OMHMM W3 3aUMHIMKOB BCEX U3[IeBATEIILCTB.

Tem He MeHee, pe0EHOK, ¥ KOTOPOTO €CTh MY2KECTBO CpaXKaThCs, HE CMOTPS HU Ha YTO,
CUMNATHYHbINA. TOHY HPaBUIUCh TaKUe JETH.

U B 3TOT MOMEHT...

— Kb{A-4-4-4-4-A!!

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfa KpuK JIunuaH pa3Heccs 1o Bcel okpyre, MToH ornsuyincs Ha Cex. OHa
cIenala BeIpaXKeHue Nulla, ToBopuBIIee: «4YTo TH caenan?!».

Benp s 6yKBaJIbHO TOJIBKO YTO 1oMor TeOe. Pa3Be Tkl He [J0JIKHA OBITH CYACTIUBA?

[Toka OH MBICITEHHO ITPOM3HOCHUIT 3THU CJI0BA, OH HAKOHEI[ YBUAEN NMull0 «6paTa PefitaHa», 0 KOTOPOM
yacTo ynoMuHana Cex. PeiiTaH MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY K MECTY, I'e cTosis UToH.

.../AITOH IIPEeKpacHo ero BUAeEN.

Tamak-Tagaxk.



XpyCT TablieB 3alI0IHUT IIYCTYI0 KOMHATY. JTO OblNIa MaBHsSA IpuBEIYKa MiToHA. ECu ero 4To-To
6eCITOKOUIIO UM KOT/Ia OH 0 YEM-TO CepbE3HO Pa3MHIILIISAT, OH XPYCTeN manbluaMu. [TomooHoe
npou3oIuio 6e3 ero BegoMa.

YéepHble BOJIOCH U KpacHbIe ri1a3a. [IpOKIATHE pe...

ViTOH BCTIOMHUI OOPHIBKY CBOUX BOCIIOMHHAHUMU O TOM, YTO cKa3asia Cex B mporuioM. Ero ajere
r7a3a NpPUAUPYUBO ocMoTpenu caf. Bo [IBopiie, rme cymaToxa yTuxia, 6b1o Tuxo. Kasanocs, 4To
3[eCh COBEPIIEHHO HUYETo He mpoucxonuno. Oguako YToH Obln 3aHAT, Habmomas 3a PeriTaHoM 3a
OKHOM.

IToxox.

UToH 9TO-TO MpoGopMoTan cebe mox Hoc. OH He TOBOPHJI O TOM, YTO PeiiTaH IOX0XK Ha HETO.
KoHeuHO, HEKOTOpEIE YEPTHL OBUIM TE K€ CaMUMHU, HO €r0 Ceplie KOJIOTUJIOCH He U3-3a 3TOTO.

OH IIOXOX... HA Ty XeHIIUHY...

OTH T1a3a OBIIM IOXO0XKY TaK HA HEro, HO YePTHl ero JIuIla ObUTH IOX0XKK Ha YEPTHI TOM JKEHIITIHEL.
EnvHCTBEHHOT'O YeJloBeKa, 0 KOTOPOM OH HUKOTHa He 3a0ymeT. ITa XKeHIIWHA... OH BUEJI B 9TOM
pebEHKe eé 4acTh. JTa XKEHINWHA H... OH.

HeT, MmoxXeT, 3T0 IpoCTO coBnameHnue?.. UTOH moKavasn rojoBoi. He MoxkeT ObITh, YTOOHI HAIIEJICS
PeOEHOK, KOTOPHIH ObIT OBl ITOX0K Ha HUX 060ux. KpoMme TOro, pa3Be He MUHYJIO CJIUIIKOM MHOTO
BpEMEHU?

Ho nwms4...

Heyxenu 9To BCero NUIllb COBIafieHue?

Tak unu vHa4e, 9TOT PeOEHOK MMOX0XK Ha HEr0 U Ty XKeHIIUHY. Y mouyemMy U3 BceX UMEH UMEHHO
«PeiTan»?

WToH moxeBan I'YGBI, BCE emé MOTISabIBas B OKHO. B He3alssTHaHHOM KPHUCTAJIbBHO-YUCTOM
OKHE BUOHEJINCh KPOBABO-KPACHEIE I'NIa3d, TdKHE IIOX0XKHKE Had I'lla3d PetiTana.
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Xaoc.

Ecnu OBl e¥i mpHUIIIOCh cefyac 00bACHITh cocTossHue JIunuaH... [Io KpaiiHel Mepe, Telepb OHa
3HaJla, 4YTO OTOHb, CO3aHHLIA Maruew, ObI OYeHb... JONTroBeYHHM. OH yIPSIMO Toper, faxe ecliu



CIIY2KaHKH yXKe€ IIOIIBITAaJINCh COeJIaTh BCé, YTOOKI €T0 ITOTACUTE.

— Boxke mout! O I'ocnomu!

CnyaHKU IOCBATUIN ce0s TyIIeHUIo Bojioc JIunuaH.

B To BpeMsi KakK B €€ rojiIoBe TBOPHJICS OECIOPSIOK, efMHCTBEHHAs Belllb, KOTOPYIo JIuninaH He
3a0kbiyia B 9TO BpeMsi, — 9TO IIPOJOJIXKATh KpudaTh Ha PeliTaHa. OHa MMOCTOSSHHO pyranach Ha HETo:

— Vomonok!

— Y6epu mnams, g cka3ana! Yoepu, 6erom!

— He moxemnn?

— HuuToxkecTBo!

Cex 6osibllle HE MOTJIa COEPXKUBATH CUTYALUIO.

Opuako JlunuaH, moxoxke, Obl1a IIy00Ko yOexXaeHa, YTO BUHOBHHKOM CYIIIECTBYIOIIET0 IoXkKapa Ha e€
BOJIOCAx sBNsieTcst PeriTaH. Kpuku u ocKopOeHus IPoaoIIKallid BHIPHIBATECS U3 €€ pTa. Cex u
PeliTaH He 3HaJIHU, YTO [eJIaTh B CTOJIb HEJIOBKOM CUTYAIlMH U M3-3a 9TOr'0 He MOTJIM YUTH U3 9TOTO
MecCTa.

PeliTaH Ha MTHOBEHUE OKUHYJ B3T/IAO0M JlunvaH. 3aTeM OH BHOBL CXBATHUJI €€ 3a BOPOTHUK M Hadasl
TamuTh K GoHTaHy.*Bymbk*

PetiTan 6e33a00THO OKyHYJ JIunuaH B pOHTaH.

Oronb GBI OKOHYATEJILHO TIOTYIIEH, U JIuTHaH Terneps uMesa 0ojiee KaaKuit B[ 110 CPABHEHHIO C
Cex. BoIHBIpHYB U3 BoAbl, JInnuaH riay00Ko ObIIaja, UCIIOJIb3Ys BCI0 CUITy CBOUX JIETKUX. B TOT meHb
PeiiTaH BHITNIAAeN eine 6oee YyOOBUILHO, YeM 00bIYHO. Kax bl 4yemoBekK, HaOIiofaBIINii 3a 3TOH
cueHo#, pedrnekropro 3amep. U Cex B TOM UuCIIE.

— 9toT yomonok! YTo TH TOJIBKO YTO cuenar!

YnusnenHas JlunuaH, KoTopas He MOTJIa BRIPa3UTh CBOM T'HEB eIll€ CcuilbHee, 0e3yMHO Kprdalia, U3 e€
r7a3 TeKJHU cNée3nl. TeM He MeHee, PeliTaH HaX0OYMUBO OTBETHUII:

— TeI Ke mpocuia MeHs yopaTh IiaMs.



JlunvaH BHE3amHO 3aMoj4aja. Cex okaMeHesa. ITO MOTOMY, YTO 9TO GBI IEPBEIH pa3, Koraa
Jlunuan nmompoOoBasa Ha cebe HEUYTO yKacHOe. JIUIHaH IIOCTOSTHHO My4uia €€, IPUAYMBIBas pa3Hbe
CIIoCcoORI, ¥ OIMH U3 3THX CIIOCOO0B Temeph ompoOoBasa Ha cebe.

PeliTaHa, KaXKeTCsI, COBEPIIEHHO He 3a00THIT CTIOXKUBIINICS KaBapaak. OH BCE MPOUTHOPUPOBAT 3TO
u momren obpaTtHo K Cex, CJIOBHO YTO YTO-TO MILA, X B KOHIE KOHI[OB HALIET 3TO.

910 OBlNa Ta KHUXKKA [P0 Maros, KOTopyio y Peiitana npocuina Cex. OH nepefan e€ eii. B Takoin
CUTyaIluy OH IIPOTSHYJ el KHUTY... [JolmKHa oHa Obljla TIaKaTh UM cMesiThesl, CexX faxke He 3HaAAa,
KaKoe BEIpaxkeHUe JIila OHa [oJizKHa Oblla ceiiyac chenaTh.

— A Temneps IOMINH.

OpHa pyka, 4TOOB IepKaTh KHUTY, a Opyras pykKa, 4ToOB KpenKo gepxkaTh PeliTaHa 3a

pyKy. OgHako, Cex Obla IIPOCTO... B yKace. OueBUAHO, JIunuaH He cTasa OBl CUAETH CJI0XKa PYKU
mocJie Takoro uHiuaeHTa. OHa siBHO Oblna B spocT. KpoMe Toro, EpeHa Toxe CKOpPO Y3HAET 0 eé
npyx0e ¢ PelitaHoM.

Ho camble TpeBOKHBIE MBICIM KPYTUIUCH BOKPYT OpaTa. CexX NUIIL Hafesnack, 4To PeiiTaH He
MIOTIAMIET M3-3a HEE€ B HEMIPUATHYIO cuTyauuio. Ho 3Han nu PeliTaH, 4TO y HEE HA yMe, WJIM HET, OHa He
Morya ObITh yBepeHa. OH CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl, UAs PSIOM C Hel:

— B 3T0i1 KHWTe HET HAYEro BEeCETIOTO. f e€ yKe IpoduTal.
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Eé MpauHoe JTUII0 He CTaJlo Becelee, JaXxe KOTrMa OHM MOJOIIH K eé [IBopiy. Cex Gblsla yBEpPEHa,
YTO, MOXKET ObITh, OHa YMPET 0T OecrokoicTBa. OHA IOgyMala, UTO K YIIOMSHYTOMY BpeMeHH!
CETOofHSIIHEe TPOUCIIECTBAE HABePHSIKA yKe JOLUI0 Ao yie# Knuu.

Cex 3akosnebaack, HO OCTOPOXKHO CKa3ana PeliTaHy:

— bpar.

— Yto?

— IIpoctu. M3-3a MeHs...

— YTO0 «13-3a MEHI»?

— W3-3a TOTO, 4TO THI TOMOT MHE, BCE TaK 00epHYIOCh. CKOpee BCEero, 3TO BLITLETCS B GOJIBINTE



HEIIPUATHOCTH...

— Ecnu OBl THI He IPUINEN KO MHe Torga... HeT, OymeT mydine, ecinu Mbl 00JIbIlle He YBUIUMCH. ..

KoneuHo Xke, 1oxap Ha royioBe Jlunuan Obl 3acinyroi ToHa, HO KTO B 3TO 1oBepuT? Ecnu OB 0Ha
IocJyIlanach coBeta JIyHE ¥ He BEIXO#UIIa u3 [IBopiia... Ecnu Obl 0Ha 3Hasa, YTo BCE OymeT UMeHHO
Tak, oHa OBl TPOCTO nocnyiana JIyHy. 9TO BCE MPOU30ILJIO TIOTOMY, YTO OHA IIOIIIa 3a HUM.
3ano3manbii BCIieCcK BUHH epenonHuil Cex. OHa OmyCTHIIa TOJI0BY.

— Ho ecnu MBI TepecTaHeM BUIETHCS, TO THl He CMOKEIIh 3aBTpa MIPUUTH Ha YPOK Ka3aKHUNCKOTO.

— A-a?

— W, KTO 3HaeT, BOPYT TBOS ada3usi CHOBA MPOSBUT ceOs.

— Pa3Be TH He X0uelb YYUTLCA? B cremyiomuii pa3 MEl MOTTIA OBl 3aHUMAThCSI X €CTh BMECTE
THPOXKHEIE.

Cex... OblJTa CHITBHO CMYIIIEHA U OIIEIOMJIEHA.

Cex pe3Ko IofHsMa rojoBy. [loueMy OH HeOXKKUOAHHO Hayajl F'OBOPUTH TaKoe?

Ecnu Gbl 0OHA MOTJIa CIIpocHuTh IpsiMo. OHa abCOMIOTHO He yauBUIach Obl, ecniu Ol PeliTaH cka3an
TaKue Bely, Kak «IloueMy Thl Bcerga MPUXOOuIllb, YTOOK 6E€CIIOKOUTH ¥ pa3mpaxaTh Jofei», «Ecmu
ObI MOSI MaMa He TIpocuiia 06 9ToM, g Ob laxke He XOTeJI BCTPeUaThCs C TAKOM CYKOM, KaK ThI».

Bmo6aBoK K 3TOMY, OHA CJIMIIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3Hasla, 4To PeliTaH HUKOT{Ia HE OTBeYas Ha
M3[eBaTeIbCTBA, OT KOTOPHIX OH Tak cTpagas. OH Bcerma Mojdaii. B Te BpeMeHa, Korma

ciydascs 00ii, OH 37HUICS Ha TO, 4To roBopun bepH. Ho ceromus Bce 6b110 mo-upyromy. Ero aTo He
KacaJioCh, HO OH, BCE XkKe, BCTYIIUJICS 3a Hee€...

BmecTo TOTO0, 4TOOBI BUHUTD €€, OH HayaJsl OCllapuBaTh e€ cjoBa. Cex Kpendye 0OHsSIa KHUTY,
KOTOpyIo et man Peditan. Uto eit genaTth? Cexk U30 BCEX CHUJI CTapaiach CAEPKATh CIE3bI, YTOOH OHU
He IIOTEeKJIN U3 e€ Ias.

— Tak 4TO HaCYéeT 9TUX TJy... CTPAHHHIX Belel. Hukorma He mymai 00 3TOM...



PeiiTan He cMmor JOTOBOPUTE M3-3a HYHBI, KOTOPad 1Ijia K HUM C BCTPEBOZKEHHBIM JIMIIOM.

— I'-rocioguH PeiiTaH... ¥ IpUHIIECCA...

Kak TonbKO OHa yBHUOEIIa JIUII0 HYHBI, Cex pmorapamnach, 4TO IIPOUCXOOUT. Kak oHa u IIpeaioaraia
panee, HpO6J'IeM He n36exath. [Toxoxe, 9Ta moragka Owlia BepHOﬁ.

— Jlegu FOnusi... [I-pOCUT B3ITh OTBETCTBEHHOCTD. Jlemu xo4eT, 4YToOB! BBl MpUIIH. W mpuHIlecca, u
rocronuH PelTaH...

HOnus, maTth bepHa u Jlunuas, 0o cMepTu HeHaBupesa Pertana u JIu3. A K Cex u EpeHe oTHOCHUIACh
KaK K OHOKJIETOYHBIM CYIIIeCTBaM.

HeBeposiTHHIM cTpaxX MPOHUK B €€ ceppate, ¥ Cexk 3afpoxKara, KaK OCUHOBHIM JIUCT.
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