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Cex Onlyia He B ce0e Ha MPOTSIXKEHWH BCEro BpeMeHH 3aHsaThi. KoHeyHo, PeliTal 9TO 3aMeTHII.

— Ou, raynas.

— A, ga?

— YTo TH BHUTaeIIb B 001aKax?

PeliTaH mocMOTpe Ha BHIIIOJTHEHHOE el 3afilaHue. ITO ObIJIO Y2KaCHO.

— Ecnu He xoyenb YUYHUTBCS, IIPOCTO YXOOH. TwI 3HaeInb, 4YTO ceivac TPATHUIIIb 9yXKO0€e BpeMH?

— Hert! Bcé coBceMm He Tax!

CexX CIIOBHO OYHYyJAach ¥ Hayaja ObICTPO MaxaTh pykKamu. Habmiomast 3a Cex, PeiiTaH CKOPUMIT TUII0
¥ CIIPOCHIT:

— B uém meno?

— K10 01 TEO4.

— A-3?

— JonXH0 OBITH, 9TO OIATEL JIMINaH.

Ha nune PeliTaHa mosSIBUIOCH pa3fpakKEHHOE BEIpaXkKeHue.

— A He BCTpedYayiacCh C HeHW CeromHs.

CexXx ¢ COMHEHHMEM IIOCMOTpesa Ha Opata. Ero KpoBaBo-KpacCHEIE T'Jla3a BCerja IPUBIEKaH eé
BHHMaHUe. Toro xe 1Beta, 4to u y MToHa. [ToHavamy Cex Konebaack, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
OCTOPOZKHO cIipocuna PeliTaHa:

— VM, 6part... MHe KOoe-4TO UHTEPECHO.



— Yto?

— B03MO0XKHO, B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM ABOPIE... ECTh 4eNIOBEK, y KOTOPOr0 TaKOM Xe LIBET I'Jjas...
KPaCHBIH... KaK y Te6s?

YcnrimaB Bompoc, Pelitan Haxmypuiicsi. OH, TOIKHO ObITh, He XOTeJ, YTOOHI I[BET ero raa3 Kak-To
BhifiensAnu. U Cex 3TO 3Hasa, IO3TOMY IIPOAOJIKHUIIA:

— H-HeT Takoro yenoBeKa C KpaCUBHIMHU T'Jla3aMH, Kak y 6parta?

— 4 y-yxe maBHO nyMai 00 3ToM. LIBeT rna3 y 6para Takou... 0OUeHb KPaCUBBIN.

— OHU 10X0XKHU Ha PyOUHH!!

CexX CMyIIEHHO BHIIaJIMIA TO, O Y€M AyMasa, HO PeliTan He oTBedasn. OHa 3Hajla, YTO €€ CJI0Ba
BBIHIBAIOT Y HET0 pa3fpaxeHue. Ho, HecMoTps Ha 3To, PeliTaH He caenan pasgpaxeHHoe nmuio. OH
JIUIIH TIPOZOJIZKA CMOTPETh Ha Hee€.

— YT0 THI TOJIBKO UTO CKa3ajia 0 MOUX Ijla3ax?

— Y-4TO OHM KpacHHE?

— He sT0.

— Kpacusrie?

Peiitan npumtypuin oba riasa.

— He roBopu epyHOHL.

— Y, HoO... 1 He BpY!

OHa uCKpeHHe Tak cuuTana. KoHeYHO, paHbllle OH Ilepepesa el ropio, a elllé 4o 3TOro NpUHIlecca
cnymana 60JITOBHIO HUYETo He 3HAIOIINX JIIoflel 0 MPOoKIsATUY u 6osinack 6para... Kpome Toro,
KpacHHIe T'la3a PeliTaHa IeHCTBUTEIBHO HAIOMUHAIN PYOUHEL JTO He JI0XKb, HO, TI0X0XKe, PeliTan
HUKOTa PaHbllle He CIIBIIIAal KOMIIJIUMEHTOB.



— Bpar, npocTtu, ecnu obupnena tebs.

— HeT Takoro uesosexa.

_A?

— Hert 4enoBeka, y KOToporo Obs1 OBl TAKOM Ke LBET I'/1a3, KaK ¥ MeHsI.

— ...IloussTHO.

Torpga Kto Tako#t MToH? ['masa MiToHa ObIIM TaKUMU XKe SPKO-KpPaCHLIMU, KakK y PeliTaHa. Beixomur,
yTOo PeliTaH He 3HaJ O CYL[eCTBOBAHMHU 3TOTO CTPAHHOTO HesioBeKa. CeX CKIIOHHUJIA TOJI0BY HaOOK.

[V Bcex momelt B 3TOM POKJIATOM [ABOPIIE ONUH LBET ria3. [IpocTo MPOTUBHO Ha 3TO CMOTPETh. ]

Bre3amnuo Cex BCIIOMHMJIA O TOM, UTO CKa3aJl PeliTad HECKOJILKO OHEHM Ha3af.

IlyMmaeT nu OH 0 Hel TO XKe camoe? OH HeHAaBUAUT APYTHUX JIIOEeN B 9TOM UMIIePaTOPCKOM ABOPIIE.
OH cumTaeT 1 e€ oTBpaTuTeabHOU? CeX OTKpHLIA POT.

— 3HAQUUT, S TOXE...

— Yto?

— Tl HeHaBUOMING ¥ MeHs? Ho MHe HpaBuTcs Opat!

PetiTan momuat.

— He 3Halo, 4TO OyMaloT ApyTHe JIOAU, HO MHe HpaBUTCS OpaT PeiiTaH. d He myMalo, YTO KpacHEIe
rna3a 6paTa — 3TO Te, 0 KOTOPHIX TOBOPUTCS B JieTeHfe. f HUKOTHa He fiyMasia, YTO Thl I0X0XK Ha
MOHCTpa.

PeriTaH BCE emi€ He mpou3HEC HU cioBa. OHa MeIbKOM IOCMOTpPea Ha ero JUIio, a 3aTeM HEPBHO
OIIyCTHUJIa TON0BYy. Heyxkemnu oH He moBepu e€ cioBaM? Cex, KoTopasi 0eCloKouiach 00 3TOM,
BCKOPE IIPOOJIKUTIa CBOIO PeYb:

— B uMmepaTopckoM fiBoplie OpaT — TOT YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPHI MHe HpaBUTCS Oombile Bcero. Kpome
JIyHBL.



— Jlynwi?

— lopHUYHas1, KOTopas OTBe4YaeT 3a MeHs.

— CraBulllb MeHS Ha OfHY CTyIeHb C TOPHUYHOU?

— HeTt xoHeuHO!

Cex 6BICTpO TOKayasa rojioBOu. Hey}KeHI/I OH OYMa€T, YTO OHa COIljIa C YMa?

— OpHako B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM ABOPIIE CO MHOM XOpOIIIo o0OpalalTcs TONbKo 6pat u JlyHa. M3-3a
3TOT0 MHe HpaBaTcs 6paT u JIyHa. bosbille MHe HUKTO He HPaBUTCS.

910 OBILIM TOOXOMSIIE CITOBA OJIS MTOIYYeHHs pacmosioxkeHus. OOHAKO C TeX 0P, KaK OHa BEePHYJIACh
B IIporioe, PeiiTan oOpalaics ¢ Hel MOBOJILHO XOPOIIo. BirpoueM, 0OH IpPO#OJIKall Ha3kIBaTh €€
TJIYTION [IeBYOHKOM, HEJOCTOMHOM Cy4KOoU U Tak fganee. OgHAKO OHa He BOCIIPUHKMAJIa ero CjioBa
BCEPHE3.

— TBosI MaTk.

— Ia?

— A KaK Xe TBOSI MaTh?

OT HeoXuAaHHOTO Bompoca ria3a Cex pacmupunuck. To, uTo Epena otHocuTcsa K CexX Kak K
MYyCOpY, yXke laBHO He Oblo TaliHOU. [Touemy Pelitan BOpyr crpocui 06 aTom? CexK 4eCTHO
OTBETHUTIA:

— 4... Ha caMoM [ienie He 11000 CBOI0 MaTh. C IPyTOM CTOPOHBI, MOSI MaTh TOXKe MeHS He JIIO0uT.

— 4 He Mory cfienaThb 3TO ceryac, HO KOTHa s HOCTUTHY COBEPIIEHHOJIETHS, TO TOKUHY
MMIIePaTOPCKUY ABOPELL.

— THI IOKMHEIIb UMIIEPATOPCKUY ABOPEI? - CIIPpOCuil PeuTaH.

— ,'[[a. A nogam IIponieHue, KakK TOJIBKO HAaCTYIIUT JE€Hb MOET0 COBEPIIEHHOJIETHUA. HpI/IHLI HUJin
IIpUHIIeCCa, DOCTUTIINE COBEPIIEHHOJIETHUA, HE 00s13aHEI OCTABATHLCS B HMIIEPATOPCKOM OBOPIIE. Tak
4YTO €CJIX 4 IIOMIPOIIy...



— WpuoTckuii mnaH.

— ...bpart?

— THI He 3HaeNb, KaKOU YeJI0BEK TBOSI MaTh. Korpma TH HOCTUTHEIIb COBEPILIEHHOJIETUA, ThI JyMA€EIlb,
OHa BOT TaK IIPOCTO OTIIYCTHUT Tebs? OHa BBIOACT Tebs 3a KaKOFO-HI/IGYJIL CTAPHUKAIIKY.

9T0 OBIIO OMHUM U3 CaMbIX 00JIBHEIX MecT Cexk. CTHIIHO IPU3HATHCS, HO B IPOIIION XXKU3HU OHA
HauBHO BepHia, YTO CMOXKeT yOexkaTh Jaxe Bonpeku minaHaM Epensl. CemHagnaTtuneTHsas Cex,
KOTOpasi HUKaK He MOTJla 0KU[IaTh ITePeBOpPoTa, Oblla HalileHa PeriTaHOM.

Ho Orina Betip, KoTopyio Cex He oTKphina Pelitany. OHa Xx0Tesa MOKUHYTh ABOPEI] He TOJIbKO U3-3a
MaTepu, HO U u3-3a camoro Peritana. OHa OYHYJIach B 9TOM Tejle BCKOPE II0CJIe TOT0 HeCYaCTHOTO
ciy4das.

Y Cex yxe Obi1 miytaH. OHa He 3Halla, KaK U3MEHUTh Oyaylee, HO PelIuia, YTo JIy4ile IPeaBUuneTh
XyAIINUY CLleHapui.

Peiitan coBepmiut rocymapcTBeHHEN epeBopoT. Korma? Korma Cex DOCTUTHET COBEPIIEHHOIETHS.
Cex? Yxke ymauno cOexuT. I[I03TOMy OHa OOJIZKHA CHENIATh 9TO MIPSIMO Iepel TeM, KakK MPOU30UIET
roCyapCTBeHHHIN TepeBopoT. Torga y He€ He OymeT HUKaKuX IpobiieM.

— Ecnu 310 Tak, g IIpuayMaro ;:[pyroﬁ I1aH. Tak unm nHaye Y MeH4A eH.Ié €CTb IIATH JIET.

— Ecnu g He cMOTY ero MpuAyMaTh, TO IPOCTO yoery oTcioma! — xpabpo mpousHecna Cex.

Bo BcsikoM cnydae, Korfia Cex mombiTanach cOexkaTh U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 ABOPIIa, HUKTO He
OCTaHaB/IMBAJI €€. ITO ITOTOMY, YTO B IPOILIOM, Korma Cex meITanack c6exkaTh 13 UMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO
IBOPIIA, HAYaJICS IIePeBOPOT.

Yro OymeT C JII0AbMHU B KMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOpIle — He eé meno. OHa IpoCcTo XoTesa c6exkaTh 0TCIOMa.

PeriTaH u3geBaTebCKU pacCMeSICS C HEBO3MYTHUMBIM JIMLIOM, IIPUCTaJIbHO CMOTPA Ha CexX. 3aTeM
OH OTKPBII POT ¥ 3aTOBOPHUIT HU3KUM T'OJIOCOM.

— Ecnu ThI c6exuib, MHE GyIeT Topa3o jerye.



Korma Cex ucue3HeT, oH 6oybliie He OymeT pa3gpaxarthcs. be3 Heé oH OymeT CIOKOWHO XKUTh. BOT
YTO myman o Hew Petitan. Ho 9Tu cj0Ba 3afenu €€ 1Mo KaKOU-TO IPUYKHE.

— Bpart, Te Kak? Y Te06st nurio mobnegHerno.

— Bceé HopmarnbHo.

— He moxeT ObITh. I Ke BUXKY, 4TO Tebe HEeXOpOIIIo.

PeiiTaH, HE TOBOPSA HHU CJIOBA, CXBATHII CBOIO HAIIIKY KO(be U IIOCIIEITHO BBIIIHII €T 0.

— Bpar, Heyxkemnu Te0e Tak X04eTCs IUTh?

Ecnu THI X0uemns nuTh, neu Bony. [louyemy Th nbemmb Kode? Cex MOgHsIa TOJIOBY.

PeliTaH mocTaBui 4aliKy Ha CTOJN U CIIPOCHIIL:

— Ho mouemy BOpyT THI CIIpOCHIIa MeHS 06 3TOM?

— O yém?

— Ecth i B HMMIIEPATOPCKOM [OBOPIIE KTO-TO C TAKUMH XK€ I'Ia3aMU, KaK Y MEH.

— Ax, aT0...

BecnokoicTBo OBIJIO HAaKCAHO Ha eé nuile. [loKHa JIM OHa roBOPUTEL 00 aToM? [lomkHa u oHa? Ho
Hron yrBepxknman obpaTHoe. OH xoTen, 4ToOw Cezk ocTaBua TaliHOM TO, YTO OHA BCTPETHUTIA ero. B
€€ T0JI0Be BO3HUKJIA ITyTaHUIIA.

B mo6oM ciiydae, pa3Be OH He TIONO3PUTEIbHEIN YeIoBeK? Ero cylecTBOBaHWE MOXKET MPEICTABIISTh
OTIaCHOCTB M7t 6e30macHOCTH ytequ JIusbl. Torma y Heé HeT HUKaKUX MPUYUH COepPKUBATh o0elaHue,
IaHHOe TaKoMy 4esioBeKy. KoHeuHo, TOT (aKT, YTO OH MOXKET MCII0Ih30BaTh Maruio, nHTepeceH. OH
maxke X04YeT HAy4YUTh €€ e, HO OHa He IyMaeT, YTO 9TO IIPaBfa.

— Ecnu 4yecTHO... CerogHs yTpoM.

— Xm?

— 4l yBUpena CTpaHHOT' O YeJIOBeKa.



— CTpaHHOro0 4esoBeka?

— W uT0 ganbme?

PeiiTaH mpu3Ba cecTpy K 0TBeTy, Ho Cex Moidana. He roBops yze 0 TOM, YTOOBI OTBETUTH, OHA HE
MOTJIa OTKPBITh POT.

— OM-M-3M-M!

— Yro?

PeiiTan Haxmypuics. Cex Oblyla 03aflayeHa ¥ HamyraHa. E€ ry6ul, e€ poT... OHa He MOXKET ero
OTKPBHITH!

Takoe OIIyIIEeHHue, 9YTO KTO-TO KPEIIKO OJEPXKUT UX BMECTE. 3anmaHuKoBaB, CexX IIOIBITAIach
Pa3dBHUHYTH TY6BI COOCTBEHHBIMH PYKaMu.

— YTo THI ceruac gesaeln?

PeiiTan IIOCMOTPEII Ha CexX, KakK Ha HOUOTKY.

— OM. 9-a3m! OMm-M!

Cex IIPOAO0JIZKaJjld MbI4daThk CKBO3b POT.

[TouyBCTBOBAB, UTO YTO-TO He Tak, PeiiTaH ORICTPO MOJHSIICS CO CBOero Mecta. OH IPUOIHU3UT €€
JIUIIO K CBOEMY.

— YT0 cny4unocs?

— 9Mm-M! Owm!

4 Huyero He Mory cka3aTh! Mou ry6bl CJIOBHO CJIUIIIUACS!

— Ecnu Tebs TOIIHUT, TO BBIIZ,]II/I B TyalJleT.

Hert! I'nmymsrit 6part!



PeiiTan BHEMaTeNbHO ITocMOTPe Ha Cex. [1oxoxke, OH HAKOHEI-TO IMOHSIJ, YTO JeJI0 He B TOM, 9TO
Cex TomtHUT. OH MOMBLITAJICS MTOHSTh, B Y4EM Ipobema.

— K-K3M-M... K9M.

— Ou!

— K-k3MM... K99M-M!

— ...OM-M.

CexX BCE TIBITaNIaCh pa3xkKaTh T'yOb, HO BCe €€ ycunus OblJIM HallpacHHI, ¥ OHa Haydasla BCXJIAIIBIBATD.
[Tpo3pauHble CIIE3BI TEKIIH 10 e€ mekaM. I10ToK cié3 He mpekpamancs. KpacHrle ria3a PefiTaHa
IOPOTHYJIH.

— 9M-M... 3M!

OHa He MOTJIa IIPOU3HECTH YTO-TO YWIeHOpa3menbHoe. He moHMMas, uTo nmpoucxonuT ¢ Cex, PeiitaH
CXBaTuUN €€ U BrIOeKasl HapyxXKy.
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