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— HMMmepaTop 9acTo moceman 3Ty OubIuoTeKy, Koraa OblI HaCJeOHEIM IIPUHIIEM, T03TOMY PelTaH
He HT00UT ero II0Ib30BaThC.

— ... — Cex 3amonyana, He 3Has, YTO CKa3aTb. — HpOCTI/ITe, YTO CIIPpOCHIIA 00 3TOM.

CrioTHYB OT 4yBCTBa BUHHI, CexX HepeluTeIbHO IpuKycuia ryoy. OHa yKe 3apaHee 3Hajla, Kak
cunbHO PediTaH mpe3upaeT MMmepaTopa 4 BCE, UTO C HUM CBSI3aHO, HO HE OXKMfaja, 4To JIu3a
IPU3HAET 3TO BCIIyX, 0COOEHHO y4uThBasi, 4To Cexk — moub MMmepartopa. Cama JIu3a Toxke
TOBOpPHIJIA, YTO MIPOBEJIa IPeAbIAYINyI0 HOoYb B 001ecTBe MMmnepaTopa. Temeps Cex He 3HaNa, Kak
pearupoBaTh Ha €€ MPOTUBOPEYUBEHIE CJIOBA.

Ona Gecrokouiach 0 TOM, KaK IPOMONIKUTE Pa3rOBOP, HO Pelluia IepecTpaxoBaThCs U CMEHUTD
TEMY:

— OM-M, nenu JIn3a, pasee BBl YIIOMUHAIY, YTO Ipuexany u3 UMnepuu OBaHTa, ga?

Cex crpIlIaia, Kak OHA TOBOpUIa 06 3TOM B IeHb POXKIEeHUs PeiiTaHa.

— ITa. MoxeT OBITH, Bac uHTepecyeT Mmnepus IBaHTa?

— AX, 5 crBIIIana, 4To... MMnepuss IBaHTa — X0OpoIIas CTPaHa AJIsl TOPTOBJIH.

CexX 130 BCEX CHUJI CTapajach BCIIOMHUTD BCE, YTO 3Haja 00 9TOM MecCTe.

— Tam MHOTHeE JTI0O¥ MPOJO/IKAIT KOUYeBaTh U3 OMHOTO MeuTa Ha Apyroe, BepHo?.. Kpome ToOTO,
TOBOPST, YTO IIOTOMIa TaM BCerja TEIIast, TakK YTO s CJIBIIIAJA, YTO 9TO XOPOIIee MeCTO [ XKU3HHU. .

— Ha... KUTh TaM OBIIIO OelCTBUTEIbHO IIPpUATHO, — JInza KOPOTKO KUBHYJIAd 1 MEOJIEHHO
IIpOaoJIZKHUuIa: — ...Ho momana sa TyHa He II0 CBOEM BOJIE.

— IIpocTure?..

— 970 OBIJIO MECTOM, rae s1 OCTaHOBHUIIACE IIOCJIE OJOJITOTO X BEIHY2KHEHHOT'O mobera.

Cex Onlyla 03amaveHa ciaoBaMmu JIu3el. HackombKo OHa 3Hasa, JIu3a Oblyla TAaHIOBIIUIEH, KOTOPas
CTaJla HaJIOXKHULeH II0CIe TOro, Kak Ionanach Ha rnasa Mmnepatopy. OH ciny4alHO IOCETUI
VimMmepuio OBaHTa U IPUBE3 €€ ¢ 000, 3aMeTHB €€ KpacoTy.

— U, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 1 0Ka3aJach 3MeCh.



Hy, 51 He 3Hal0 TOYHO, KaKOM Oblna XKU3Hb JIM3HI 00 TOTO, KaK OHA CTajla HaJIOXKHUIIEH, HO OOHO 5
3HAI TOYHO: €€ XKU3Hb OblTa HeJleTKou. [0mKHO OBITh, OHA CKy4YaeT 110 BpeMeHH, TPOBENEHHON B
OBaHTe.

— CHayvasna OBIJIO TSI2KEJI0, HO Tellephb BCE B Mopsinke. Temneps...

— 4 gymato, y BCeT0 eCTh CMEBICT, ¥, 3HAUUT, IpefHa3HaueHre IPUBEJIO MEHS CIOfla He IPOCTO TaK.
Bcé He Tak yXK I10X0.

E€ nu1o OvIn0 caep:KaHHBIM M CIIOKOMHBEIM, Kak OyATO OHa XpaHuIa MHOTO TaiH.

CexX He 3Haja, YTO el OTBETUThL. [I0Ka OHa IbITalach HAWTHU MOOXOOSIINE CJI0BA, YTOOBI OTBETUTH Ha
3aragoyvHeie cyioBa JIu3H, ABEPb OTKPBLJIACh, U UX IIPEepPBall KEHCKHUM T'0JI0C:

— Jlemu JIu3a.

FopHUYHAS, YTO paHee MPUHECTIA IIOTHOC C IIeYeHbsIMH ¥ HAlTUTKaMH, OKITUKHYJIA TOCIIOXKY, CTOS Y
BXOfla. JIu3a mocMoTpesia Ha He€, HefloyMeBasi, B Y4EM [1eJI0, HO BCKOPe ITOHUMaloIe KUBHYIA:

— TwI MOXKeIIIb OTIATh €70 MHE IPSMO ceiiyac. Bcé B mopsaxke.

Onnako ropHUYHAs Ka3anach BCE elllé HEMHOI0 HEPeIIUTeIbHON. TeM He MeHee, OHa TOMYUHIIIAch U
flocTasla MaJIeHbKYI0 OyTBUIOUKY CO CBETJIO0-(hHO0IEeTOBOM XUAKOCTHI0. OHAa IIOKOPHO NPOTSHYIa
OyTBUIKY JIM3€e U IOK/IOHUIACh.

— H3BUHUTE, ONHY MUHYTY.

JIuza nompocuna Cex MOMOXKAATh, TPEXOE YEM OTKPHITh OYTHIIOUKY U 3aJITOM IIPOTJIOTUTH €€
COIepXKUMOe.

Cexk 03a004eHHO HaxMypuiaach, CMOTPS Ha Hee€:

— MoxeT, BB BCE-TAKH IJI0X0 cebsi 9yBCTBYeTe? BBl TOIBKO YTO MPUHSIIN JIEKAPCTBO, UM, TI0
KpalHeu Mepe, MHe Tak I10Ka3ajioCh, CyAs 110 ero BUAY...

JIu3a HUYEro He OTBETHUIIA U TOJIBKO CJIeTKa YILIOHYIach eif, Ho 3TO He OblJI0 IpeXkHee SpKoe U
no6poe BRIPaXKEeHNE — €€ JIUIIO0 BEITJISIAETIO XOJIOMHBIM U CTPAHHBIM:

— IlpuHIECCa, - HAKOHEI[ CKa3ajla OHa, — pa3Be Bl He OouTech PeiliTaHa?



— [Ipoctute?

— 4 mymana, BH XOTHUTe COMU3UTHCS C HUM.

— AX, yM-M...

Cex Ha MrHOBeHHe 3akoneOanack. OHa OB cosnrasa, eciau OBl CKa3asa, 4YTo He 6outcs ero. Kpome
Toro, PeliTan OB TeM, KTO yOUJI €€ B IIPOIIION XKU3HH, ¥, KOHEUHO, BCE OyJeT TOYHO TaK XKe, eCiu
HUYEro He MPeanpPUHSITS.

Ho, HecMOTps Ha 3TOT CTpaX, oHa OoJbllle He cyKTana PefiTaHa MOHCTPOM, KAKUM €T0 XOTeJI!
cmenaTh Apyrue. Buepa oH maxe BHITTISIIEN HEMHOTO JKaJIKO CO CBOMMHU HE3aXKUBIIUMHU PaHAMH.
YeCTHO TOBOPS, OHA HE MOTJIa TOBEPUTH, UTO HU ONMH YeJIOBEK He 00paboTan ero paHsL.

Cex elré HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi Kojiebanach, HO Yepe3 HeKOTOPOoe BpeMst OHa OCTOPOKHO MPHUOTKPELIa
ryOBl ¥ Me[IJIEHHO, HO 00[lyMaHHO, 3aTOBOPHJIA:

— Jla, MHe HEMHOTO CTpAIIHO... Ho 5T BCE paBHO X04Uy COMU3UTHCS CO CBOMM CTapIIUM OpaToM,
HECMOTPS HHU Ha YTO.

— Boxe, HEyXenu 310 Tak?

JIn3a cYaCTIUBO yNbIOHYIACh, IOTATUBas Yall.

— Brl cTpanHas. [Ipyrue gaxe He XOTAT CMOTPETh €My B I'jla3a.

— Ax, g... — Cex nmoMomJarna, 06ILYMBIBEU{ CBOH Ciiegyroiiue CiioBa. — B0o3M0XKHO, oCcTabHBEIE OOSITCS
€ro M3-3a JIETeHOEI U TOTO (baKTa, YTO OH COOTBETCTBYET OIIMCAHUIO.

Petitan. CexX mpeKpacHO MOHKMaJlla 3HaueHue 3Toro uMeHu. OHO 03Ha4ano «[IpoKIITHEIA». DTO UM
nain emy caM Mmnepatop.

— WMs1 — mepBHId TOJapOK, KOTOPHIH MOTy4aeT peOEHOK, IOSIBUBIIKUCH B 3TOM MUPE, —
npoOopMoTara JIn3a, pa3MbILIIASA 0 cCyabbe cBoero chiHa. — Y ¢ Tex 1op BCE TIOIIIO0 HalepeKoCsK.
BmecTo 3TOTO eMy ciemoBasio gath 6oee «mo6poe» uMs.

Cex Oblyta B3BOJTHOBAHHA CEPbE3HOCTHIO TOHA JIu3el. Jlemu JIn3a Oblyla TAKOM CTPAHHOM CErOfHS: OHA
He TOJIbKO OTKPBITO 3asIBJisgjia O HalpPsSKeHHBIX OTHOLIEHUSX MeXay PeliTaHoM u MiMriepatopoM, HO 1
BhIpPazKalla HeJIOBOJILCTBO CBSI3bI0 €€ pe0EHKa C IIpecieioBaBIlel ux nerelnon. Hukorma npexme
Cex He BUfesa, YTOOB KpacHBoe JIUI0 JIM3H BRITJISIAEIO TAKUM MPAYHEIM, KaK OyaTo €€ yM
yriy6sicss B TeMBI, KOTOPBIe 00JIbie He Kacanuch Cex.



— Ho s 1 He mymara, 4YTO OHO €My TaK IOIONMIET.

— Jlemu JIuza?..

— «PetiTaH» 0Ka3a10Ch MOOXOISIIAM HMEHEM [JIsi 9TOTO pebEHKa.

JInza crmabo paccMesiyiack, XOTSI ¥ He OT pafocTu. E€ cMex ObIJT XOJOOHEIM U XKYTKUM.

BresamHo, mmoce e€ 3710Belero cMexa, JIn3a HaxMypuiach 1 OTIIATHYIaCh Ha3aj, CXBaTUBIIKUCH 3a
TPymb.

YnuBnéHHas TaKuM OBOPOTOM COOBITHM, Cek BCKOUMIIA CO CBOETO MecTa U nogbexarsa K Hell.

— Jlenu JIuza!

— Vrx...

Hanoxnuiia nobienHesa U 3acToHasna oT 60mu. Temno OBICTPO MOKUOAIO €€, TEI0 CTAaHOBUIIOCH
XOJIOOHBIM, KaK IIOCTeJIb, YTO OCThIBAJIA, OCTABJIEHHAS II030HO HOYBIO.

4 mormkHa 1mo3BaTh KOTO-HUOYOH!

B 3TOT MOMEHT TEMHas TeHb MPUONMM3UIACH C3ai¥ ¥ HABUCJIa HAl HEH.

9710 OBl PeliTan.

— Mawma.

OH oTtTonKHYI Cex u nomor Jlusze.

— He HyXHO, - ycriokousa ceiHa JIuza. — { B mopsanxke.

— Ho...

— MHe IIPOCTO HYKHO OTAOXHYTE.

— 4 oTBeny Tebs B TBOIO KOMHATY.



— {1 B nopsapke. Mapu!

Korpma xkeHIWHa 3aKpryala, Ta caMasi TOpHUYHAs ObICTPO BoIia B OubauoTeky. OHa MOmoIIa K
JIn3e ¥ HEIPUHYXKAEHHO 00HSsTa €€, Kak OyATo yKe Obljla XOPOIIo 3HaKOMa C 3TUM 3PEJTUIIEM.

— IIpomy MeHSI U3BUHUTS.

JIn3a mopHsIach Co CBOET0 MecTa M, cOOMpasiCh yXOOUTh, CEpHOeYHO B3rIsHyNa Ha Cex.

— [ToxanyiicTa, OTHOXHUTE XOPOIIEHLKO, ey JIuza.

Cex IocITemIHo B3siya Ianb co cTyfna JIu3sl 1 nepefana e€é Mapy, KoTopasi HaKUHYJIa e€ Ha IIIedn
JInu3sl. OHa TakXke 1o3aboTunack 0 ToM, YTOOH 3a0paTh C C0O0M OYTHIIEK C BEIIUTHIM JIEKAPCTBOM.

— YBupuMca B Opyrou pas, IpuHlecca. PeiiTas, genay 4To AOJIXKEH.

PeiiTan KOPOTKO OTBETHUJI MaTEPH:

— 4 noHSI.

JIn3a BMecCTe C TOPHUYHOM MOKKHYTa KOMHaTy. CeX choKycupoBaia CBOM B3I Ha OyTHIIKE, YTO
Mapu nepxana B pyke.

Y Heé xponnueckoe 3aboeBanue? Torga pa3se et He JOMKHO OBITIO MOJIErYaTh IOC/Ee BEIITUTOIO
nekapcTBa? OfHAKO eil TyT XKe cTajio 00JIbHO. f He 3HaI0, OBLI NI €€ BHEe3aIHbIN IPUCTYII IIPOCTO
COBIAJeHUEM CO BpeMeHeM IIpHéEéMa JIeKapCTBa, HO 3Ta OYThHIJIKA MMPOAOJIKaeT 0€CIIOKOUTh MEHS.

Cex moBepHYynach K Pelitany. BripaxkeHnue nuila PefiTaHa HEMHOT'0 CMSTUYMIIOCh, KOTA OH CMOTpET,
KaK YXOOUT ero Marh.

Y Hero He Takoe HENIPOHUIIAEMOE U X0JIOIHOE BhIpaXKeHUe Julla, KakK 00BIYHO, HO ITOX0XKe, YTOo OpaT
He TepexuBaeT 3a jefqu JIusy. OH... OH BHTIISAUT oTdasaBIIUMCS. [IoBegeHue JIU3bl, BEIpakKeHne
nuna PeiTaHa...

CexX OKJIMKHYJIa €ro:

— Crapurui 6par...



FOHoIIIa ¢ TaKOH CUION C2KHUMAJI KyJIaKy, YTO B3MyIHUCh BeHH. ET0 Kymaku OBUIM CXKATHL TAK CHUIIBHO,
YTO OT HOTTEH IOTeK/a KpoBb. M 3T0 HeBOOOpa3uMoe BrIpaXkKeHue nuiia. 110 mo3BoHOUHUKY Cex
npobexkanu Mypamku. OHa He MOTJIa TOYHO CKa3aTh, T0YEMY, HO ITOYEMY-TO eH CTaJI0 XOJIOJHO.
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