Peruc B3rjsgHys Ha CBOIO IPUTHUXIIIYIO J0Yb.
"Tbl, HaBepHOE, HUYET0 He 3aMeTuna, ga?"

YT0oOH 3aIUTUTL €€, OH BCeTIa TaHO CIe0BaJll 3a Hel, KOrga OHa HaXOOuIack B OQUHOYECTBE HUIIH
BBI€32KasIa U3 IoMa. BOT TOIBKO ecyu OBl €T0 HOYb Y3Hasa 06 3TOM, TO HaBEpPHsKa BO3HEHaBUeNa Obl
ero. Peruc B3goxHyn, mocMoTpeB Ha [IxkyOenuan. Cynst 1o BEIPAXKeHUIO ee JIUIA, OHA YTO-TO
3arofo3puiIa, HO TaK HUYEro 1 He CKa3aja.

"4 pan, 4To TH OOJIbIIIE HE CTajla HU O YEM CIIpalllMBaTh".

B sTo Mmraosenue Peruc BRITJIAHYII U3 OKHQA, X €TI0 B3TrJIAO CPa3dy 2Ke CTall XOJIOOHBIM U 2KECTKHUM. On
He OTPEIBAJI I'Jla3 OT GBICTPO YoaJIdrmerocs ABOpIiia ©uMIIepaTopa.

"Umnepatop”.

Peruc Henpou3BOIbHO CXKal PYKY B Ky7nak. [Toka [Ixxy6GenuaH TaHleBana ¢ MakcoM, GONIBIINHCTBO
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKX He IPULaIl 9TOMY 00JbIIOro 3HaueHus. Ho uMnepaTop He OTHOCUJICS K UX YUCILY.
Peruc cpa3y xe 3aMeTHJ1, YTO Te KpacHbIe I7la3a, KOTOPHE YCTaBUIUCh Ha [IKy0OenuaH, ropenu
KTYYUM UHTEPECOM.

"TIoNXHO OLITH, OH 3aMeTuiI".

XOTs 3TOT YeNOBEK He HUCIBLIThIBA IIPUBSA3aHHOCTH K CBOEMY CBHIHY U HE OBIIT XOpoIIruM MMIIEPATOPOM,
OH OTJIMYHO YMeEJI IIOOAMe4YaTh 9yXKue cn1aboCTH.

Ecnu XUTpHEIY UMIIEpaToOp 3aMeTUT, 4To [IxKybenuaH siBseTcs c1labbM MECTOM HACTIENHOTO IIPHUHIIA,
OH Hen30eKHO IOMbITAETCS UCII0Ih30BaTh €€ [JI TOT0, YTOOB KOHTPOIUPOBATh CBOETO CHIHA.

"TouHO TakK e, KaK OH 3TO chaeyajl Co MHOKI".

Kak Tonmpko Peruc momgyman o0 uMIiiepaTope, B €ro Aylle BCIBIXHYIIO SIPOCTHOE IaMs rHeBa. OH
YyBCTBOBAJI TaKoe OEIIEHCTBO, UTO €My XOTeJIOCh HeMe[JIeHHO IIOMTH BO JBOpEL], Ilepepe3aTth
MMIIEPATOPY TJIOTKY, Pa30pBaTh €ro TPYI Ha KJIOUKH U CKOPMUTH €r0 IICaM.

Ho cyumecTtBoBana Hekas IpUYMHa, 10 KOTOPOU Perucy npuxonunoch CoepKuBaThbCs. ..
"Bpewms elne He IpUIio”.

CoxpaHsis Ha CBOEM JIHIe TPEeXKHIO MacKy 6e3pa3nuuus, Peruc ¢ HeHaBUCTHIO B Tla3aX CMOTPEI Ha
IBOPEII.

— Orern?

YcnrlaB BHe3alHEIM OKJIUK CBOeH fodyepy, Peruc MenneHHO IIOBEPHYII OJIOBY.

— Tebe cTanmo HEMHOTO JIy4Ile? — CIPOCHIIa OHa.

"Heyxenu oHa 4TO-TO 3aMeTusa?" — HEIIPOU3BOJILHO nTofyMai Peruc.

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO B AyIlle OH UCILITBIBAJI CMITEHNUeE, U0 Peruca ocraBanock 6€CCTPACTHBIM.

— IToyeMy THI 06 3TOM CIIpaIINBaAEIIE?



— O, MHe IIPOCTO ITOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO ThI KAaK-TO HEBAXKHO BHITJISIOUIID... — THXO IIPOU3HECTIA eT0 NOYb.
Korpma Peruc ycnisIlan ee 0TBET, €T0 Ha4ajio pacupaTh OT CMeXa, KOTOPHIA OH efiBa CMOT CEepPKAaTh.

[Tocrne TOrO0, KaK OH HOCTUT COCTOSTHUS [IpeBOCXOACTBA, eMy 00JIbllle HUKOTa He TIPUXO0OUII0Ch
CTIBIIIIATh HUYEro momoOHoro. Telo Takoro 4eoBeKa CTAHOBUTCS CBEPXbhECTECTBEHHO 3aKaJIeHHBIM.,
YTo TaM rOBOPUTH O KAKOU-TO O0JIE3HHU, HaxKe IJIaMs He CMOXKEeT eMy HaBPeOuTh.

"OHa BOJIHOBAJIaChb 3a MeHI?"
Peruc yneiOHYyICS ¥ TPOU3HEC:
— MeHs He BO3bMET HUKaKas 00J1e3Hb.

XO0TsI OH CKa3aJ 3T0, YTOOHI 00/1eTYnTh OECIIOKOMCTBO CBOEH OYEePH, OH He 0XKHAAJI, YTO OHA ero
noumeT. K ero ynusnenuto, [IxxybenuaH ciierka OKpacHela ¥ OTBETHUIIA:

— Jla, KoHeuYHO. MHe He CcJIeqoBasio 3a0bBaTh, YTO Tl JOCTUT COCTOsSHUS [IpeBocxomcTBa. Ho ceiiuac
TBOE JIMIIO BRITJISITENIO0 KAKUM-TO...

Ona OblyTa TAaKOM MUJION, YTO €r0 YY4eHUK, KOTOPOTO OHAa TaK /TI00usIa, Ka3ancs Perucy npe3peHHbM
BOPOM.

"ECnu THI eI 3aBeCTH C Hell TallHble OTHOIIEHHUS, I10 KpaiHel Mepe, Thl He NOJIXKEeH ObIT
II03BOJIUTD Y3HATH 00 3TOM [IPYTUM JIIOAIM".

Peruc ctucHyn 3y0rl, BCIIOMKHAs, KaK TaHIIEBaIM €ro J04b U VYEHUK.

"MHe KaxXKeTcCs, Torga OH HaXOOUJICS K Hel HacTOJIbKO OJIM3K0, YTO MOT KacaTbCs €e CBOUM TEeJIOM.
Hacrosmuiuit pa3BpaTHUK".

[Tocrne aToro Peruc Obln BEIHYKOEH ITOCTIEN0BATh 3a CBOEH I0Yephio Ha Teppacy U Ha0momaTh 3a
IIPOMCXOMSINEX TaM CIIEHOH, TOMIaBIIsAs XKelaHue BMEIIaThCH.

"Ona Bce ellle Tax IoHa..."

o coBepienHoneTus [xyOenaraH 0CTaBaI0Ch BCET'0 IBa MeCsIa, HO Peruc Bce ele CYUTan CBOO
no4Yb OOPHIM ¥ HEBUHHBIM pebeHKOM. EMy OBII0 HEBEIHOCUMO CMOTPETh Ha TO, KaK ero 6eCCThIKUM
YYEeHHK COBpAIllaeT ero HauBHYIO JOYb.

"KcraTtu, g Belb ellle He pa3peIu UM BCTpedaThC".

TBepOo MpPHUHSB pelleHrue He TT03BOJISITh CBOeMY YYEHUKY 00IIaThCs C MOYEPHIO [0 ee
COBepIIIeHHONeTHsI, Peruc KUBHYI ¥ CKa3ai:

— 970 nycTaku, Tebe He 0 UeM 6eCIOKOUThLCS. MoxKels 00JIbIlle He IyMaTh 00 9TOM.
Hecmotps Ha ero cnoBa, [xyOenuaH HeBeCeJlo KUBHYIIA.

— Xopotiio.

Peruc nocMoTpesn Ha Hee U B3IOXHYII.

"Kak Bce 3TO CJIOKHO".
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ViMmepaTop ¢ MpaYHBIM BUJIOM BOCCeZajl Ha CBOEM TPOHE, IOrPY3UBILINCEH B PA3MBIIIJIEHUS.
"¢ 3Ha10, 4To MakCcUMUIKaH yBlI€4eH 3TOX JeBYLIKOM..."

PaccTpouBmnch U3-3a TOT0, YT0 MaKCHUMUINAH CETOOHS UCIIOPTHII ero IJIaHEl, UMIIePaTop Havdal
IIPUCTabHO 3a HUM HaOmogaTh. OH fesan 3To U3 [ocafbl, BOBCe He IMpefmoaras, YTo eMy yaacTCs
y3HaTh KaKue-TO ero CEKPETHI, BeIb €TI0 CHIH BCeraa OblT OCTOPOKEH U THIATETbHO CKPHIBAJ CBOU
aMorwu. KTo MOT 0kKuaaTh, 9YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 MaKCUMMIKAH OTKPHITO IPOSIBUT 6E€CIIOKOMCTBO.

"KaxeTcs, Ta geByllKa — A04b Peruca?"

CepebpucThie BOJIOCH, OeToCHEeKHas KO¥Ka, II0X0XKKe Ha JparolieHHble KaMHU TroyOble Tia3a.
BcnomuHas BHEIIHOCTS [[KyOenuaH, UMIIEPATOP KPUBO YIILIOHYIICS.

"OHa ompefenieHHO 00laflaeT peikoi KpacoTou. M Bce paBHO ST 0UeHb yOUBIIEH".

Ero ceiH MakcuMuraH ObIJT CTUIIKOM TaJIaHT/IUB, YTOOLI UMIIEPATOP MOT YyBCTBOBATH CeOs
CIIOKOMHO. Ero Bcerma TpeBOXKMIIO, YTO OH HE MOXKET IOTYHUHUTH ero cebe. BoT mouemy uMiepaTop
BCerma CTPEMHUIICS HaWTH ero ciaaboe MecTo.

Ecnu oH HamynaeT cinaboe MecTo CBOEro ChiHa, TO CMOXKET MCII0Ih30BaTh €r0 KakK Myrajo.
Pa3oyapoBaHHBEIE TaKMM IIPUHIIEM JBOPSIHE HE CTAHYT OCyXkKAaTh UMIlepaTopa 3a TO, YTO OH
OTKA3bIBAETCS TEPENaTh BIACTh CBOEMY CHIHY.

K coxkameHuto, ero ChIH He oOpalllaj BHUMaHUS Ha 0ORIYHEIE Pa3BIeUYEHUSs, BKIIIOYAOIIe B ce0s
JKEHIIWH, BUHO ¥ a3apTHEIE UT'PEL. MIMIIepaTop maxke MBITAJICS IPUCTPACTUTD €r0 K HapKOTUKAM, HO
HACJIeMHBIN IPUHI] BCEeTa mepKajcs HacTopoxe. Ero momurHeHHBIE BCeTia IMPUCYTCTBOBAIH IIPH
IPUTOTOBJIEHUM TTHINK UK TTePBEIMU ITPOOOBAIHA €ee.

ToT akT, YTO ero UymoOBHINE-CHIH 3aHHTEPECOBAJICS MEBYINKOH, a ellle ¥ Jouyepbio Peruca, Hemauo
IIopagoBa uMIepaTopa. [Ipexne oH He X0Tesl, YTOOK MaKCUMUIMAH CBsI3al ce0s KPeIKUMH Y3aMu
C KaKou-1u60 BAUSATEILHON CeMbeH, U II03TOMY IIJIaHKHPOBAJI JKEHUTh €r0 Ha [IeBYIIKe CKPOMHOT'0
IIPOHCXOXKIECHHUSI.

"Ho ecnu 3T0 0o4b Peruca, Bce OymeT B mopsigke. Tak s CMOTY filepXKaTh Ha II0OBOAKe 000UX
Mep3aBlieB".

VimnepaTop ¢ DOBOJIbHOM YIBIOKON IIPOBEJI PYKOM IO CBOEMY ITOIO0OPOIKY .
"IlepBEIM [eJIOM HYXKHO IIOLyMaTh, KakK JIydllle UCIIOIb30BaTh ee'.
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BepryBImuCh [OMOY, g IIEPEOAeNiach ¥ BCIIOMHMIIA Pa3rOBOP CO CBOMM OTI[OM.

"CxonbKo OHI 51 06 9TOM HU AyMajia, MHE BCE PABHO KaxXKeTCs, YTO OH HUCIIBITEHIBAET KO MHE
HeIIpUA3HL".

Motii oTel BCeTfia BHITIISIMEN 6GCCTpaCTHLIM, IIO3TOMY MEHHA 00eCIIOKOHMJIIO ero HeIIpUridgmHoe
BBEIpaXKEeHHNe JINIia.



"Korma CTaHOBHIIILCS B3POCTIOH, TeGe ClemyeT pa3fesiTh TPEBOTH CBOUX POOUTENIEH, BEPHO?"

HOSTOMY S XOTeJIa BRICTYIIATh IIEPEXKUBAHUA CBOETO OTIA U ITI0-BO3MO2KHOCTH I'IO,'[[6OI[pI/ITB €ro, HO OH
OTBETHUII...

<970 nycTsKH, TeOe He 0 4eM 6eCIOKOUTHCS. >

MHe faxke Heuyero ObIJIO HA 9TO BO3Pa3uTh. B 3TOT MOMEHT 5 MOYYBCTBOBasa, OyATO pa3roBapuBalio
He C YeJI0OBEKOM, a C 6e3YIIHHIM MeXaHU3MOM.

"MoxeT, MHE TPOCTO COaTbCs?"
Ho uepe3 MraoBeHUE 5 KPENKO CXKana Kylak.
"Het, 1 HEe MOT'y OTCTYIIUTB!"

B pesynbraTte obmenus ¢ MakcoM s B3TIsSIHY/Ia Ha MHUP I10-HOBOMY. Temeps MHe CTajlo MOHSITHO, YTO
TOT TIyTh, KOTOPHIM Ha MEPBBIY B3TJIAM KaxkeTcss 0e30IIaCHBEIM, Ha CaMOM [ieJie BEJEeT 110 KPYTy.

XoTs roJioc oTa ObIT XOJIOOHEIM, B €70 B3IJIsle, KOTOPEIM OH CMOTPEJI Ha MeHs, 51 pa3/Iuyuuiia TEero.
MHe He XOTeI0Ch pacCTaBaThCI C 3TOM IPU3PAYHON HageKIOMu.

"TIpexpe Bcero, Hy:KHO IIOHATH, B UeM 3aKJIi04aeTcs mpobieMa HalluX OTHOLIEHUN C OTI[OM".

Me}Kny HaMH 9aCTO BO3HHKaAJId HEJIOBKOCTE H3-3a TOI'O, YTO MEI MaJlO OGH.I&TII/ICB. Bot nouemy s
nmopgyMalia, 4TO MBI MOZKEM CTaTh 6HI/I}Ke, €CJIH 51 Hafmy BO3MO2KHOCTL C HUM IIOTOBOPUTE.

"Ho KakK XKe MHe YCTPOUTh TaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTB?.."
Ota npobneMa 3acTaBuiia MeHs ITy00KO 3ayMaThbCs.
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OOBIYHO UMITEPATOP BHI3BIBAJI €T0 K cebe U o[ IMPEeI0TOoM HaCTaBIeHUY BRIMEIllal Ha HEM CBOM
raeB. Ho cerogus ummepaTop He gaBai o cebe 3HaTh. BoT mouemy ceityac Makc jiexkas Ha KPOBaTH,
IIepeoneBuInCh B yIOOHYIO ofgexkay. Kak TOJIbKO OH HEMHOT'0 YCTAaJI0 3aKPhII I'la3a, B €r0 IaMsITH
IIPOMEJIbKHYJI0 HECKOJIBKO CIIEH.

Crnagkoe fbixaHUe, YyTh IPUIYXIITHe BIaXKHbIe I'yObl ¥ TOPO30BEBIINE IIEKH.
Kak TO/IBbKO ero oceTunu 3T SpKUe BOCIIOMUHAHUS, OH [TI0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO y HETO 3allblIajo JIULO.
"9T0 cBOOUT MeHd C yma".

OH yMupar OT XKejaHus CHOBA MPUKOCHYTHCS K ee TyOaM. [lake caxapHble JTIe[IEHIIbI He CPABHSATCS
110 cllafiocTy ¢ [IxkyOenvaH.

"Jto oHa ceityac gesaeT?"
OH Gonbllle He MOT TepIeTh, IOTOMY UTO eMy He aBaJid TOKOsI MBICTH 0 [[KyOenuaH.
Makc BcTan u nogymait: "Ia, s IpoCTO X0Uy Ha MUHYTKY YBUALETH ee JIUL0".

[TOCKOJIBKY CYIIIEeCTBOBaJIa BEPOSTHOCTb, YTO €70 MOXKET BHI3BaTh K cebe uMmepaTop, Makc Kak



0OBIYHO TT03Basl BuKTOpA.

— Brl MeHs 3Banu?

Kak Tonbko BukTop Boles B KOMHATy, Makc Opocui eMy MacKy U CKa3all:

— IIpUTBOPHUIIIECSI MHOM, €CIA MEHS BHI30BET UMIIEPATOP.

Ts1Keno B3OOXHYB, BUKTODP HEPBHO CIIPOCHUIT:

— 4T0, ecnu MeHs Ha 3TOM IIOUMAaloT?

— Ecnu nonapemsbcs, mpuayMali Kakoe-HuOyAb OIpaBaaHue.

YcnrimaB 9TOT 6€33a00THEIM OTBET HACJIEIHOT0 MIpKHIla, BUKTOD CHIBHO OGIEeHEN.

— Ho Benp Torma MeHsI MOTYT OTIIPaBUThH B TIOPbMY. BhilaBaTh ce6s 3a ujieHa UMIIEPATOPCKON CeMbU
— 3TO CEpbe3HOE IPECTYIeHue!

YcnriaB, 9YTO eMy IepeyuuT COOCTBEHHBIN NOAYMHEHHBIM, MaKc mofKaJ I'yOb.

<4l yBepeHa, 4TO THl XOPOIIO OTHOCUILILCS K CBOUM IIOAUMHEHHBIM. OTO BEPHO?>

Korga Makc BCITOMHUJT MUJIBIN To10C [[KyOeuaH, ero rHeB HEMHOTO YTHX.

"Ia, papu [Ixxy6enuraH, KOTOPOM 3TO MOXKET He TIOHPABUThLCS, HYKHO OBITH mobpee..."
[ToaTOoMy BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI pa3gpakeHHO OgepHYTh BukTOpa, MakC CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHIT:
— Tebe 9TO Tak CUJIBHO HE HPaBUTCS?

Korpma BukTop ychbiian HeoORYHO CITIOKOWHEIM T'0JI0C HAaCJIEOHOTr0 IPUHIIA, TI0 €T0 CIIMHE CPa3y XKe
nmobexXaayu MypallKu.

"TonbKko He 9TO..."

Ha mone 6uTBLI HAClIeOHBIM TPUHIL BCETHA BRITTISNEN KaK HEMCTOBHIYM QUKW 3BEPDb, HO MHOTMA OH
CTAQHOBUJICSI COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKONHBIM.

"Korpma OH mbITal MIeHHHX, BEpHO?"

BuKTOp BCTPEBOKEHHO IIOCMOTPET Ha HACJIe[HOTo IPUHIIA ¥ YBULEI, YTO Ha ero rybax urpaet
nerkas ynelOKa.

— Ecnu Tebe He HPaBUTCS, MOXKEIb YeCTHO 00 9TOM CKa3aTh.

[ToTpsICEHHEIN 3TUM KYTKUM BUIOM BUKTOD YyTh He JUIIUJICA 4yBCTB. OH OBICTPO OIYCTHUII B3TJIAL U
CKaszal:

— 4 cmemnalo Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI KAK MOXKHO JIydiie I/I306pa}KaTb Ballle BEICOYECTBO.

BuKTOp MBICIIEHHO KpUYaJl OT yXKaca, IepexXuB HeMallbld oK. Mexny TeM, Makc IOCMOTPEN Ha
CBOET0 IIOAYMHEHHOT 0, U eMy I10Ka3aJI0Ch HEMHOTO CTPaHHAEIM, YTO TOT BHE3aITHO CTaJl TaKUM
IOKJIaAUCTHIM.



"¢l MposiBUII HEMHOTO MOOPOTHI, ¥ OH CTaJl HAMHOTO ITOCTTyIIHEe, YEM TIpexKae".

B ouepenHo¥ pa3 BcmoMuHas nuilo [Ixkybenrad, Makc ynbeIOHYICS.

"OKa3bIBaeTCs, OHa MIPeKpacHO yMeeT o0palaThCs C JIIOAbMU".

[IpencrnonHUBIINCH TOPOOCTH 3a Hee, MaKC JIEeTKMMHU IlaraMy BhIIIEJ U3 KOMHATHI.
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He ycmen oH OIOMHUTBLCS, KakK Ha yJulle yXKe CTEMHEJIO, U B HOUHOM He0e B30IIIa JIyHa.

"Ecnu OHa CIIUT, s IPOCTO B3TJIAHY Ha €e JIUI0, HO eClIu HeT..."

Korga emy cHOBa BCTIOMHUJIMCE €€ ajblie TyObl, OH HETIPOU3BOJILHO CTJIOTHYJI, CaM 3TOTO He 3aMedas.

Bo3MoXKHO, 13-3a CTpeMJIeHUs ITOCKopee yBumeTh [IxKybenuaH, Makc mobpascs 0o ocoOHsSKa repiiora
®rnoiieHa elfe ObICTPee, YeM OOBIUHO.

"MEI CKOpO yBUOUMCS", — ITOfyMas Makc, U yTOJIKu ero ryd HeyaepKuMOo II0I0I3/IA BBEPX.

Ecnu mogyMaTh, oYeHb XkKaJjlb, YTO OHU TaK OBICTPO paccTanuck. EMy ciemoBaio elle HEMHOTO
110J1I000BaThCA 3TUMHU NIPEKPacHBIMU TOIyOBIMU T'JTa3aMU, a 3aTeM O0HAThL ee U KPETKO I1011eJI0BaTh.

"HaKOHeIl-TO Tenepb MeHs eCThb, 3a UTO IIOXBaiuTh. ECu 5 pacckaxy eil 06 9TOM, OHa HaBepHSIKa
MeHS HarpaguT, Tak?"

Pa3BecenuBIIKCEL OT 3TOM MBICIM, MaKC BHE3aIIHO 3aMETHII JIETSIIUN B HETO KaMeHb U OBICTPO
YBEPHYJICS OT HETO.

"ToT, KTO MOXKET OPOCUTDH €ro C TAaKOH CHUIION..."
Makc Gpocui B3TJIIf B TOM HallpaBlIeHUH, OTKy[a IIpuieTesl KaMeHb. B HENIPOTrIggHON ThMe SIPOCTHO

cusna ¢purypa ero HaCTaBHHUKA.
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