BeaTpuc HaxMypuiach, TOCMOTPEB B CTOPOHY TepPpAcH], Kyna yiuiia JIxybenuaH.

"9x... 6e3 Hee... 9 3Mech HUKOT'O He 3HAM".

KoHeuHO ke, K Hell TIOOX0OUII0 MHOKECTBO TOCTEM, KOTOPhIE XOTENH MPEeICTaBUThCS e1i.
— Barre BBICOYECTBO, S HaclnegHUK cembu II3p...

— [IpuBeTCTBYI0 Ballle BEICOYECTBO. 4...

Ho Bce oHE yMonKanu nocje HeCKOJIbKUX CJIOB. OTO IPOUCXOOUIIO IIOTOMY, YTO KaXIei pa3 beatpuc
OTBeYajla UM KpaWHe XOJIOJHO.

"Bce oHM CHOOBI U TUIIEMEPHI".

YuTas B ria3ax NOOXOOSAIINX K Hell JII0Ie TOJIbKO al4yHOCTh, beaTpuc n04yBCTBOBaa yCTAlIOCTh.
"Uto XK, 51 C caMOTro Hadajla He OXKMfaa OT 9TOro baHKeTa HUYero oco6eHHoro..."

I'na3a Beatpuc Bce ellle OBIIM YCTPEeMJIEHH B CTOPOHY T€PPaCHL.

"fl yBepeHa, 4TO OHa OTIIpaBUJIaCh Ha BCTpeuy ¢ MakCUMUIMaHOM, OCTaBUB MeHd 3eCh B
oJuHOYecCTBe..."

YyTh paHbIlle ee pafioBajia MBICIIb, YTO OHU C [IKyOenraH CTaHYT OIHOM CeMbel, HO Telepb OHa
IpuAepKUBaIach JPyroro MHEHUS.

"Ecnu MaTh UM OTel II0KeJaloT BEIgaTh MeHS 3aMyXkK, MHe IIPULETCA I10CIeoBaTh UX Boje".

OTa MEBICIb HEMHOT'0 paccTpousia beaTpuc, HO B cliefyiolllee MITHOBEHIE OHa ITI0YYBCTBOBasa Ha cebe
4yen-To B3rIAA. [loBepHYBIINCE B Ty CTOPOHY, OHA HaXMypuiach u nogymarna: "Pa3se 310 He Muxasisb,
HacClleJHUK MapKu3a XecceHa?"

OHa ollyTHJIa CTPaHHYIO IP0XKb, 0CO3HAaB, YTO Muxaslb y2Ke HEKOTOPOe BPeMs KPYTUTCS
HEToJaJIeKy OT Hee.

"TloueMy OH npecnenyeTr MeHsd?"

BeaTpuc nepemina B Apyroe Mecto, Ho Muxasnb IpofoIKaal HaCTOMYUBO ClIeloBaTh 3a Hel.
"Jt0 mpoucxomut?"

[Toka BeaTpuc oT mocapbl UCXOOUIa THEBOM, K Hel mpubau3uincs Muxass.

— Baiue BBICOUECTBO, C BaMU BCe B IOPSAIKe?

Korga oH BHe3amHo IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA €€ 6J'IaI"OHOJ'Iy‘-II/IeM, I10 IIePBOMY BII€YATJIEHUIO €TI0
BBEIPpaXK€eHHEe JINIld Ka3aJIOCk COBCEM HEBHUHHBIM. Bort Toneko BeanI/IC 3aMeTHJIa, 9YTO IIPHU 3TOM €T0
B3rjan OBLIT KAKHM-TO HCIIBITYIOIITUM, X 3TO eyl COBCEM He IIOHPAaBHUIIOCK.

"MHe maxe He XOUeTCs eMy OTBeYaTh".
Korpa BeaTpuc cHOBa OBEpHY/Iach K HEMy CIIMHOY, ee BHE3AIIHO OKPYKUJI0 HECKOJIPKO YeJI0BEeK.

"Yro npoucxonut? Kak 3T0 HEBEXKJIMBO C UX CTOPOHHI", — HEBOJIbHO IIOJyMasia OHa.



Ho B cnepnytollilee MTHOBEHKE OHA pa3risfesia Cpedu 9TUX NI0fei 3HaKOMBbIE JIHIIA.
"KaxeTcs, s UX BUAesa paHbllle, KOTfa npuxoguia 3a [xybenuaH..."

B To BpeMsi OHM BHITISAAENN OYE€HDb 0KUBJIEHHBIMU U CYACTIIUBLIMU.

— Barme BricodyecTBO! BoT BHI I'ie!

— [louemy BBl MeHs UCKanu?!

— Pa3Be B He 3a0BITH, YTO XOTEJIM CHIIPATh C HAMHU B KQPTOUHYIO UT'PY B KOMHATE OTHBIXA?

BeaTtpuc c u3ymneHueM OKHHYJa B3rIS0M OEBYLIEK, C KOTOPHIME faxe He Oblla 3HaKoMa. OfgHa 13
HUX, Y KOTOPOii OBUIM PhIKME BOJIOCHI, CJIeTKa HaKJIOHUAach K beaTpuc u mpoienrana:

— IIpocTtuTe MeHs 3a rpy60CTh. Y MeHs He OBITI0 OYPHEIX HAMepeHu#. MeHs MoIpocuia 00 3ToM
IxxyOemuaH.

Kak Tonbpko BeaTpuc ycnbimana cioBo "[Ixkybenuan", ee cepaie 3abuUoch CUIbHEE.
— [Nonpocumna? — pacTepssHHO epecnpocuiia beatpuc.
Torpa prikeBojiocas AeByIIKa KUBHYJA ¥ YyTh CIILIIHO fo6aBua:

— O=na nomnpocuia BMeIlaTbCS B TOM Clly4dae, eClii K BallleMy BEICOYECTBY IIPUOIU3UTCS KaKOH-
HUOyIb HEIIPUATHHIN THII.

Korpa BeaTpuc ycnbiana 5TH CI0Ba, Ha ee JIKle IOSBUJIOCh CTPaHHOE BEIpaXKeHue.
"9TO0 3HAYMUT, YTO OHA MOMPOCUJIA CBOUX Apy3ei MoMO4Yb MHE?"

E# mokasanoch 970 3a6aBHEIM. OHa HUKOTHa OBl He moayMarta, 4To [IxkybenuaHn OymeT Tak
3a00TuThCS 0 Heii. Crierka MoBepHYB I'oJIoBY, YTOOL OPOCUTH B3TJIsA Ha Muxasns, beatpuc
3aMeTHIIa, YTO OH GOJbIIe HE CMOTPENT Ha Hee, KakK OyATO y2Ke JOCTUT CBOEH IIeH.

"9T0 TOXKe 0YeHb CTPAaHHO".

HcneiTeiBasi cCMelllaHHbIE YyBCTBa, beaTpuc HEOXOTHO BOILIa B KOMHATY oTabixa. [locne saToro Po3a,
pBIKEeBOJIOCas [AeBYIIKa, CMyIIeHHO ITOKJIOHUIACh €.

— Ilpomry mporreHust 3a Tpy00OCTS, Balle BEICOYECTBO.
Hab6mrogast 3a TeM, Kak 37IeTaHTHO CKJIOHHUIIA CBOIO T'OJIOBY HEBYINKa, beaTpuc KpuBo yiIRIOHYIacCh.

"BoT oHO uToO... Kak u oxkupganocsk, naxe Te, Koro [IxybenuaHn BeiOpana cebe B Ipy3bs, 061a0aioT
BPOXKIEHHLIM 071ar0OpPOACTBOM", — IOgyMaJa OHa.

TeM He MeHee, BeanI/IC YYBCTBOBAJI4d, YTO HE MOXKET UTHOPHUPOBATH JII0Oen MOCIaHHBIX H}KY6€J'II/IaH,
1 II03TOMY BC€ XK€ OTBETHUJIA:

— Hwuyero crpartsoro.
[Toxoxe, Po3y He o6ecKkypaXKuj ee KOPOTKUYU OTBET, IOCKOIbKY OHa YIBIOHYIAch U CKa3asa:

— Ecnu BH CB060JIHI:>I, He XKeJjlaeTe ChIl'PaTh C HAMHU B KapTBI?



HenpuHyXgeHHOe oBefeHue Po3kl 3acTaBuiio beaTpuc HEMHOTO HaXMYPHUThHCH.
"TloyeMy OHa BHITJISAUT TaKO# CHACTIIMBOM? ITO MOTOMY, YTO OHa moapyra [Ixybenuan?"
[To Kakoii-TO MPUYHHE 3Ta MBIC/Ib HE MTO0Ka3anach el HeIPUATHOM.

<3H, MOXKeTe 0CTaBUThL cebe 3TOT IIIaTOK.>

E# mokasanoch, 4TO ceivac OHa CMOTPUT Ha [IxKybOenraH, KOTOpas C COUyBCTBUEM U ITOHUMAHUEM Ha
CBOEM JIHIle TIepeaeT el HOCOBOM IIIaTOK.

"KaxeTcs, ee Opy3bs 04eHb IIOXOXKU Ha Hee".

B aToT MOMeHT BeaTprc BHE3aAIMTHO ITOCETHIIA MBICTIb, YTO OBIJIO OBl HEIIJIOX0 M000MIIAThCS C HUMH.

— YT0 XK, MOXKHO MOIMPO6OBATE...

He ycnena Beatpuc noroBoputs, Kak Po3a KuBHyIa C CUAIOIIUM B3TJISA0M.

— Xopomo! Torga maBaiiTe coenaeM MPa3gHUK B YECTD BallleT0 COBEPIIEHHONIETUSI OUEHb IPUATHHIM!

— Ia! {1 yBepeHa, uTo 6yzmeT Beceso! — paccmesinach beaTpuc, KOTOPYIO CMyTHI TaKOU
BOOJYIIEBJIEHHBIN OTBET.
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Harra mo60Bb Hadajlach CO CJIQAKOTO TOLeNys, Ho 61arogaps 3ToMy BO3HHMKIIa HEKOTOpas ImpobiemMa.
"9TO MOXKeT IIpUBJIeYb K HAaM BHUMaHKE UMIIepaTopa U UMIepaTPULbL".

OTH MIOOY TIYIIbIE U aJTYHBIE, U OHU 6€3YMHO XKaXAyT BIacTH. UTO, €C/ii OHU Y3HAIOT, YTO
YIPOXKaIOLIKN UX I0JI0KEHHUI0 IIPUHI] Hayajl BCTpeYyaThCs C fo4ephbio repuora daoreHa? [1o KkpanHen
Mepe, OIUH U3 HUX MTONBITAETCS 3TOMY ITOMEIIaTh.

"¢l He X04uy co3maBaTh JUIIHKUE TTPOOIEMEL".

o aTou npruuHe g nonpocuia Makca moka COXpaHUTh HalllM OTHOLIEeHUS B TalHe. CHadasa Makc
HEMHOTO CKPUBUJICS, HO IIOTOM MHe KOe-KakK y[asioCh ero yOenuTs.

<XopoI1o, faBal Tak 1 MOCTYIIUM, B IPOTUBHOM CJIydae THl MOXKeIllb 0Ka3aThCsl B OIIaCHOCTH.>

[Tocye TOT0, KaK MBI 3aKOHYHUJIY PA3rOBOP, OH CHOBa Hafesl MacCKy U CIIPHITHYII C Teppackl. To, 4To oH
ymanuicsi, He 06epHYBIINCEH Ha3al, BOBCE He PacCTPOUIO MeHs. MBI pacCcTaeMcsl BCEeTO JIUIIL Ha
MT'HOBEHUeE, Telleph MHI Bcerpia OymeM BMecTe.

"HaBepHoe, MHe TOxKe mopa".

Korpga s mokuHYyIa Teppacy ¥ BepHYyJIach 00paTHO B GAHKETHHIN 3aJ1, TO He 0OHAPYXKWIa TaM HU
€OUHOT0 3HAaKOMOT0 JIUIIa.

"Ila, HaBepHSKa, BCe OHU cerdac ¢ Tpuc".

TTOCKONBKY TI0 CIOZKETY HOBEJIIBI UM CYKIEeHO OBINIO TIOAPYXKUTEHCS, OHU HEITPEMEHHO IOJIKHbI ObIITH
TIOMOYb TIOMaBINEH B 3aTPYAHUTEIBHOE T00KeHre Tpuc. Ho Bce 3Ke T HEMHOTO BOJTHOBAIACh.



"MoxeT OBITh, MHE TIOWTH U B3TJISIHYTh, KakK y Hee gemna?"

Ho BpeMs yxKe Imo3gHee, U K 9TOMy MOMEHTY BCE HaBE€PHSAKA ITIOOJYMEIBAIOT O TOM, YTOOKI
IMOIIPOUIATECA U PA3bEXaThCsA II0 JOMAM.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE 1 yBHUeNa MPHUONIMKAOITYI0CS KO MHE QUTYPY, U MOe JIUIIO HaNPSIKEeHHO 3aCThIJIO.
"Ox, 910 oIATh MUxaasn..."

M3-3a TOTO, YTO B MPOIIEIA Pa3 MEI PACCTANIMCh C TAKUM CKaHAAJIOM, s 00s71ach, YTO OH CHOBA
MOXKET CKa3aTh YTO-TO CTPAHHOE.

"Uto OBl OH HM y4UyauJ, s Oyay roToBa KO BceMy", — mopyMaia si. Ho B cnefnyoiiee MTHOBEHUE S
IIOIO3PUTEJILHO HaXMyPHUJIaCh €My B CIIMHY, IOTOMY 4YTO OH CIIOKOMHO IIPOIIEeSI MUMO MEHS, CJIOBHO I
ObLIa [JI HETO HEBUIUMKOMH.

"Ila, KaK ¥ 0KKJAJIOCh, OH C IIePBOi Ke BCTpeuu Biiobuscs B beatpuc".

YTo XK, B 3TOM He OBIJI0O HUUero CTpaHHOTro. B mo6oM ciydae, Ha 3ToM OaHKeTe OH [I0IKEeH OBII
IIOPBATh CO MHOM OTHOIIEGHMS ¥ HAaYaTh OKA3hIBaTh 3HAKKM BHUMaHUS beaTpuc.

"Temneps TOJIBKO OT caMOro Muxassis 3aBUCUT, IIpuMeT beaTpuc ero yxaxvBaHus UJIU HET".

[Toka s B3mpIXana, AyMasi 06 9ToM, IIPO3ByYasl Yei-To rooc.

— IIxy0OenmuaH.

Korga Mo#t oTell OKITUKHYJT MEHS 110 UMEeHH, 51 cJieTKa yaslOHyIach. Kak JaBHO OH IOSIBUJICS 30ECh?

Ortel] IPUCTAJIBHO TIOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHSI, CJIOBHO PA3TJISIAbIBAs MOIO YIIBIOKY, a 3aTeM MPOTSHY MHE
PYKY ¥ CKa3al:

— Yxe no3gHo. [Topa Bo3BpalaThCs.

4 6e3 KonmebaHM IPUHSIA €r0 PyKy. Ero nafgoHb oKa3anach MHE TEIJIoN, IPUITHOM U HaJeXKHOM.
[Tpexme 3TO YyBCTBO ObIJIO MHE HE3HAKOMO, HO TEIIEPh OHO CTAJI0 IIPUBHIYHEIM.

¢ mocMoTpena Ha cBoero OTiia. Ha mepBeIil B3r/IsA OH Ka3aJiCs PABHOOYIITHBIM U XOJIOOHBEIM, HO S
3Hasa, YTo OH 3aboTuTCs 000 MHe. [Tociie BCcero nepexkuToro CErogHs s MHOTOe 0co3Hana. Cpenu
3TOTO CAMBIM BaXKHBIM OBITT ()AKT, UTO €CJIU MBITAThCS YUTH OT IIPOOIEMEI, TO €e HEBO3MOXKHO OymeT
peumuTh, 1 B OyAyIneM oHa MOXKET IPeBPaTUThCS B HEYTO O0Jiee cephe3Hoe.

"BMecTo TOr0, 4TOOH U36eraTh ero, nyuile OymeT C HUM ITOTOBOPUTE".
XoTs MHe ellle MHOT'0€e NIPECTOSITIO CAeaTh, TENEPhD 5 PelIia KUTh TaK, KAk MHE TOTO X04eTCs.

)%k

Muxaanb 06epHycs. Ero ¢puoneToBse Tla3a ¢ XKaJHOCThI0 YCTaBUIUCH Ha [IkyOenuaH. Korma oH
YBUIEI ee CeTOfHs, TO e[Ba He TOTEePsJT Hafl C000M KOHTPOJb. Ho y Hero Obiyla BaKHAS TPUYKMHA OJIS
TOTO, YTOOBI COEPKUBATH CeO.

"[Ioka MHe IIpUpeTCs IOTepIeTs".



OH MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ ITIOCMOTPEN Ha UMIEePaTOPCKUY TPOH, CTOSBIINYM Ha BO3BHIILIEHUU B
6ankeTHOM 3aje. Ha HeM Boccefan HUKYEMHBIHM 00JIBaH, KOTOPHIH cobpas BOKPYT ceOst Takoil ke
aNTYHBIN ¥ OeCIIPUHITUIIHEINA TBOP.

"UtoOnl 130aBUTHCS OT Tepriora ®oiieHa, MepPBEIM OeJIOM MHE HYy2KHO 3aBOEBaTh I0BEpUe
uMIieparopa".

KpaCI/IBOG nuio Muxasnsg CKPHUBHUIIOCH B HerI/Il"J'IHI[HOI;I rpuMace.

)%k

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 TaK ¥ HE CMOTrTIa IIOIIPOIIATECA C TpI/IC, HO IIOTOM MHE IIPHIIIJIA B T'OJIOBY MBEICIIb,
4YTO 3TO HE TaK yX IIJIOXO.

"Tloxany#, OymeT nydiie He MeIIaTh UM. [1yCTh BOCIOIB3YIOTCS 9TOM BO3MOKHOCTBIO, YTOOH
CONMU3UTHCS OPYT C Opyrom".

B 3TOT MOMEHT 51 CHOBa B3[OXHYIIA.
"13-3a MeHs y Tpuc Toxe MOTyT BO3HUKHYTH IPOOIEMEL".

XoT4 4 IMPEenCIIONTHUAIACh PEMIUMMOCTH YJIIYUYIINTE CBOM OTHOIIEHUSA C OTIIOM, HO BO BpeM4A Haleu
IMOE30KH B KapeTe TdK U He CMOT'JId CKa3aTb €My HH CJIOBa. A IIPOCTO CMOTpEJIa B OKHO.

"Kak ke MHe Ha4aTh pa3roBop C OTHOM?"

¢l BCIIOMHWMITIa Te CIly4au, KOT{la 3aroBapuBaja C HUM IIEPBOM.

<Orel, s xoTena 66l TeOe Koe-4To CKa3aTb. Y TeOs ecTh ceivac Bpemsi?>
<Ore1, 3TO0 OABECKA, KOTOPYIO TH OCTABUJI Ha JHAX.>

W meiCcTBUTEIBHO, €CITH XOPOIIEeHBKO IIOAyMaTh, TO HE TOJILKO MOM OTeIl BCeraa aepKascs
OTCTPaHEHHO, HO U 5T TOXKe.

"4 Toxke xopomia! Bce 3T0 BpeMs g BhIpazKaJjla XKeJlaHHe C HUM ITIOTOBOPUTH TOJIBKO B TOM CIIy4ae,
€CJIi y MeHs K HeMy ObIJI0O KaKoe-To Ieso".

XoT4 5 OHSTIA, YTO OeUCTBOBala HEMTPABUIIbHO, BCe PaBHO MHeE OBIIO TPYIHO MPUAYMaTh, Kak
YIIY4ILIUTh HAlld OTHOIIEHUS. B 9TOT MOMEHT MO OTell B3OXHYJI ¥ CKa3al:

— ToI X04eIb YTO-TO CKa3aThb?
CMYTHBIIKNCH OT HEOXKMIAHHOTO BOIIPOCA, S ClIerKa B3TPOTHYyIIa.

"¢l oueHb MHOTO BCETO X0Uy CKa3aTh, HO g He 0XKHKfasia, YTO Thl TaK BHE3AITHO CIIPOCHUIITL MEHS 00
3TOM".

Ho MHe Henb3s ObIIO YIIYCTUTD 9TOT IIAHC, TO3TOMY 5 IOCIIEIIn/ia 3aTOBOPHUTS.
— [Ia... YTo TH memnan ceromHs Bo BpeMs OaHKeTa?

YcTaBUBIIKCEH 3a OKHO, OH OTBETHII:



— YT0 X, 5 HE MOTY TOYHO BCIIOMHHUTD, YTO 5 [eJiaJl B KaKOe-TO KOHKPETHOe BpeMs.
Omacasich, 4TO Ha 3TOM PA3roBOP U 3aKOHYMTCS, ST TOPOIIJIUBO HoOaBua:

— Ceropmss TaMm OBIJIO HA YTO MOCMOTPETD, BEPHO? § CIIBIIIaa, YTO B CEPEOUHE Beuepa YCTPauBaioch
HeOOoJIbIIoe TPECTaBIeHNE.

Moii oTel] CHOBa OTBEJI TJIa3a, CTapasiCh He BCTPEYAThCSI CO MHOM B3TJISIIOM.
— Iymato, Tak u OBIJIO.

¢ mbITanmack HanaguTh C HUM MOCTHI, HO Pa3roBOp CHOBa 060pBajICs, 3aCTaBUB MeHS IIOYyBCTBOBATh
KaK0e-TO OIyCTOIlleHHe. BpoCcuB B3rJIsi[ B CTOPOHY OTIIA, ST B3OOXHYA.

"Ox, 3TO CJIMIIKOM CJIOZKHO".
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