4 yctaBumach Ha MakKca U Cclerka B3lOXHYyJIa.
"Ox, oH myauert".

Haxe MIavyyLUMM OH BHITJISIENl KPACUBHIM, KaK KapTUHKA. [[0/I3KHO OBITh, 3TO U3-3a €0
II0Pa3UTEIbHOU BHEIITHOCTH.

MHe He maBai II0KOsS BOIIPOC: KaK K€ MH€ OCTaHOBHUTE €TI0 CJIe3hI?

BMecTo 0TBeTa g IPUKOCHYIACh Ty0aMu K ero BJIaKHOH OT CJie3 IleKe. YIUBUBIINCH MOEMY
HE0XKHUIaHHOMY ITOCTYIIKY, OH YCTaBWJICS HA MEHS MUPOKO PaclaxHyTHIMU IJ1a3aMu.

— IIxxy6GenuaH, Thl TOJIBKO YTO...
4 pacTepssHHO 3aCTHIIA.
"MozxeT OBITE, S I03BOJNIHUIA cebe IUIIHero?"

MHe X0Tes0Ch MOIeI0BaTh ero B I'yORI, HO ecJiy OBl ST TaK MOCTyMHIa 663 B3aUMHOT'O COTJIaCHs, 3TO
MOTJIO CYMTATHCSI CEKCYaJIbHBEIM IOMOTATENNbCTBOM. [109TOMY 5 MepegyMaria U molesoBaia ero B
IIeKy, KaK [Ipyra Wix 3HaKoMoro. TeM He MeHee, OH BCe PaBHO BBITJISMIEN VAUBIEHHbIM.

"Muxassiio He HPpaBUJIOCh, KOTfa g ero LejoBana”.

[TomaBuB CBOM IOPHIBHI, 5T B3[OXHYJIA, COKajess 0 CBoeM HeoOayMaHHOM IIOBEIeHUH.
"Ila, g IposiBMJia U3NUIIHIO XKagHOCTh. MHe He Clel0Bano ¢ 3TUM TOPOIUTHCA".

B 3T0 Bpems Mos pyKa, KOTOPYIO OH BCE 9TO BpeMs [epiKaJl, BHE3aITHO 0CBOOONUIIACE.
"A? B ueMm gemno?"

Korpga st 03amaueHHO TOCMOTpesia Ha Makca, TOT pe3Ko PUTSHYT MeHs K cebe 3a Tanuio. BHe3amnHo
O0KA3aBIIKUChH B €70 00BATUAX, S IOOHIIA Ha Hero B3TJIAL.

— Ma... Makc? — CMyIIeHHO OKJIUKHYJIa €ro 4.

BmecTo oTBeTa OH TOCMOTPEI Ha MEHS aTYHBIM B3rIsA0M. Korfa s B 3aMellaTeNIbCTBe B3APOTHYIa,
OH JOTPOHYJICS 0O MO€M IEKH U TUXO CITPOCHII:

— Mo2XH0 MHe cHenaTh TO Xe caMoe”?
Takou NPSIMONMHENHEBINM BOIIPOC 3aCTaBUJI MEHS IIOKPACHETh, HO s1 ME[JIEHHO KUBHYJIA.
— Moxelb cuenaTh 9TO, AaXxe He CIpalluBas...

[Tpexne 4eM s ycresa OrOBOPUTh, €T0 I'yORl Ha MIHOBEHUE IIPUXKATUCh K MOUM. §1 IITMPOKO
pacraxHya I'la3a, yIUBJIeHHas HEOXKUJAHHBIM ITOCTYIIKOM Makca. OTOT HEBUHHLIN IOLIENTyi BhI3BalI
y MEHS YIIBIOKY.

"Kak Muio".
[Toka s1 cMOTpesia Ha Hero ¢ HeXKHOM YIsI0KOM, ero B3TJIs BHE3AITHO U3MEHHUJICS.

— JIxyb6enuaH.



MenneHHO IIpOMu3HEeCsa MO€e UMs, OH HETOPOIIJIUBO IIPOBEII pyKofI I10 MOEMY JIXIY, a 3aTEM CHOBa
HAKPEIJI MOHX T'Y6BI ImonejiyeM M Ha4dadJl UX HAaIIOPHUCTO PAa3OBUT'ATh.

IIA?II

HpI/I TAaKOM HEO02KHWIOaHHOM IIOBOPOTE COOBITHH S OT YOuBIIeHUA CJIIETKa IIPUOTKPEIIIA POT, X B TO XK€
MI'HOBEHHE B HETO IIPOCKOJIB3HYJIO YTO-TO MSATKOE. A HN3yMJIEHHO YCTaBHUJIaCh Ha Makca, HO OH JIUIIIb
IIPOAO0JIZKaAJl CMOTPETh Ha ME€HS HEHMCTOBEIM B3TJIAOO0OM, C CHUJIOH IIPUAKUMAsICh K MOUM 1"}76aM.
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By,'E[YT JIX OHY IIaXHYTh I_IBeTaMI/I? OKa}KYTCH JIL OHU TaKUMHU XK€ CIIaJKUMH KaK Me,'[[?

EMy Bcerpa OBII0 HHTEPECHO, KaKOBH Ha BKyC ee I'y0Orl. Ho Korga o ucnpoboBani Ux... ITO BH3BaJIO ¥
Hero elrle 0OIBLINI BOCTOPT, YeM OH OXKUfaJl.

CHayvaJia OH HEMHOTO KoJie0asics, omacasch, YTO 3TO MOXKeT el He MOHpPaBUThHCSA. Ho Kak TOIbKO OH
TIOJIyYHJI €€ pa3pelleHre, Bce er0 COMHEHNUS MTHOBEHHO Pa3BesIUCE.

[Tocne aToro Makc 6osibille He MOT OTOPBAThCSA OT ee anbiX I'y0. OH HUKOTTa IpeXe He UCIBITHBA
TAKOr'0 XKeJlaHus. BriepBrle UCIBEITAHHOE UM YyBCTBO HacllaXkaeHus o0gaBaso xkapom ero teno. He B
CHJIaX KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOM YYBCTBA, MaKC Me[JIEHHO OIYCTUII PYKY, KOTopas rinaguna [Ixkybenuan
II0 IeKe, U HEXKHO KOCHYJICS ee IIeu.

"9T0 MelaeT", — C pa3apaXkeHWeM MOAyMaJll OH, HAaTKHYBIINCh Ha KPYXKEBHOE YKpallleHue,
IIPUKPHIBABILIEE €€ XPYIIKYIO LIElO.

C mpyroit CTOPOHEI, 3TO faXe OBIII0 KCTATH, IIOCKOJIBKY IIPXU OTCYTCTBUU 3TOU oMexu Makc He
yaepakasics Obl 1 BIujcs 3ybamu B ee Gellyio MATKYIO I1€l0, OCTaBJIAs Ha Hell CBOIO METKY.

Bo Bpemst mornenyeB [Ixky0OenuaH cierka B3gparuBalia, Korga Makc mpuKacajcs K ee Iee U Taauwu.
Korpma xap, HCXOIAIIUHN OT MPUAKUMABIIET0CS K HeH Tejla CTaJl COBCeM HeCTEPIIUMEBIM, OHA TONKHYIIA
€ro B I'PyMb U, IEPEBOS ObIXaHUE, IPOIIEeNTasa:

— Makc, mpekparHu... 3T0...

Ee cnerka mpumnyximue ryObl ¥ TOKPACHEBIIINE YTOIKY T1a3 IIPUBOIUIIN €T0 B TaKoe B0o30yXKIeHue,
4yTO eciu OBl ee B TAKOM BUJIe Celyac YBUIEI KTO-TO ellle, OH HelpeMeHHO yOun Obl 9TOr0 YelIoBekKa,
pa3opBaB Ha YacTH.

"OnHa cBOOUT MeHA C yMa'.

Ha camowMm [fenie oH xKaz[as mompo6oBaTh Ha BKYC He TOJIBKO ee I1el0. EMy X0Tenoch MpoTIoTUTD ee
IIeJINKOM, C TOJIOBHI IO HOT.

"Ho ecnu s 9T0 cAenaw, TO MOTY BCe UCIIOPTUTH".

[Tocne Bcex mepumneTuit Makc He MOT IIPOCTO Tak ynycTUTh [Ixybenuan. HaOpaBIuch TepHeHUs, OH
Me[JIeHHO OOHAT rojoBy. Ho eMy Bce paBHO He XOTENIOCh OCTaHaBIUBATHCA. [I0BEPHYB Tr'OJI0BY,
Maxkc BMecTo ry0 IoleioBal ee HeXKHYIO IIEKY.

[Tocrne aToro Makc pe3Ko IpuIlypu riaas3a.

"HyKHO YTO-TO IPEANPUHSTE, YTOOH OHa He cOexXasa OT MeHs".



Ona Beb TOBOpPHUIIA, YTO HEHABUAUT MEICL 00 UX Opake.
"MoxeT OBITh, HaM CJIefyeT IepecnaTh, Kak TOJIbKO OHa JOCTUTHET COBEPIIEHHOIETUsI?"

IxyOenmuaH, KOTopas MOHATUS He UMeJla 0 MBICIAX Makca, IIorjlafguia ero o rojose, Kak 0yaTo
TOPISIChH UM.

— Monogeir.
Makc crerka yaelOHYJICS U OIIYCTHII TOJIOBY, IIpsida OT Hee CBOM B3TJISL,.
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CHauasia MeHsI CMyTHJIO TO, YTO OH BeJl ce0si, Kak IUKuM 3Bephb. HO Kak TONBKO S OCTAHOBUIIA €TI0, OH
IIPEKpaTU CBOU IpyOble U HEYKIIIoXKUeE Monenyn. HecMOTpsl Ha 3Ty HEYK/II0XKECTh, MEHS YIUBUIIO,
YTO OH OKa3aJICs HaMHOro 0ojee 3pesbiM, 4eM s OXKuaana.

"Uto K, eMy yXKe [IBafillaTh fIBa I'ofa, I03TOMY OH yKe [I0IKeH pa3bupaThCs B TAKUX Bellax".

IIo Moero CoBepIIEeHHOIETHSI 0CTAaBaIOCh ellle IBa MeCsIa, HO eCJTH YYUTHIBATh MO YMCTBEHHBIN
BO3pPACT, S TOXe yxke Oblla B3pocioi. TeM He MeHee, 5T BCe PaBHO CYMTANIA, YTO 3aXOOUTh JaJIbIlle He
CTOUT U3 CO0OpaKeHuN MOpaATd U HPAaBCTBEHHOCTH.

"4 paga, 4TO OH MOCIyLIaJCd MeHs".

YyBCTBYS 3a HET'0 TOPHOCTS, ST HEKOTOPOe BpeMs TJIafiniia ero 1o rojoBe. Kak TOIbKO 5 YCIIOKOUTIACH,
1 MO€ Ceplle MepecTasno TaK CUIIbHO OUTHCS, S 3afaia eMy BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIH OyIOpazkuil Moe
JII00O0IIBITCTBO.

— Cnymau, Makc...

— 4T10?

— [Touemy THI HOCHUIIIL MacKy? THI XOTEJI KOT'0-TO pa3birpaTh?

X0T# 1 IPOU3HECIIAa 3TU CJI0BA LIYTIIUBLEIM TOHOM, OH OTBETUJI MHE OY€Hb CEPHE3HO.
— Jlernio He B 3TOM. 4 IPOCTO HE X04Y IIOKa3bIBaTh CBOE JIUI[0 BparaM.

[Tpu ymoMuHaAHUM O Bparax y MeHs CxKaJiochk ceppue. Ecnu mogymMaTs, JOMIKHO OBITh, EMY HEJIETKO
TIPHUILTIOCH C KAJHBIM [0 BJIACTH UMIIEPATOPOM U KECTOKOM Ma4yexoi.

"f1 OBl X0Tena, 4TOOH B OyAyIieM Tebs XKaana c4acTiuBas XKU3Hb, 6e3 rops u 3a601".

HeCMOTpH Ha TaKue TdAXKeJIbie MEBICIIH, S II0OCTapajlaCh HUYEM HE BhIIaTh CBOEIr0O HACTPOEHUA U
CIIPDOCHJIa UTPHUBEIM TOHOM:

— Torma moyemy THI CKpBIBAJI CBOIO INYHOCTE OT MeHA? f TOXKe TBOU Bpar?
YcnrpiaB MOM CJI0Ba, OH CJIeTKa HaXMYPUJI CBOM 7106 ¥ CITOKOMHO OTBETHII:
— Tei TOBOpHIIA... YTO GOUIIBCS HACIEOHOTO IIPUHIIA.

Ero cnoBa cuUNbHO 3afey MeHS.



"KOHEYHO Xe, 5 He CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO OT3hIBallach O HACIETHOM IIPUHIE, HO He HAaCTOIBKO..."
B 3TOT MOMEHT B MOMX MHICIISIX TPOHECTIUCH BCe MO IIPOIIJIEIE CI0BA U MOCTYIIKH.

<Jlaxe ecnu 4en0BeK HUKOITa IpexXie He BUAes TaKOro OIaCHOI0 3Beps KakK MefiBe[b UIIK JIeonapy,
OH BCe paBHO O0HUTCS ero. ITO TO XKe camoe. [Ipu BcTpede ¢ HUM TBOeU XKU3HU OYHET yrpokKaTh
OIIaCHOCTb.>

<[laxe ecyy CO CTOPOHBI OH KaXKETCS XOPOIIUM YeJIOBEKOM, Ha CaMOM JieJie OH MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs
COBCEM [IpYTUM.>

<Teneps MHe CTaJI0 COBCEM CTPAIIHO U XKYTKO.>

Ecnu XopoIieHbKO IPUIIOMHUTE, S HarOBOPHJa IIPSIMO eMy B JIWIIO HEMaJo Ipy0ocTel.

"3HA4uT, BOT I0YEMYy OH TaK YIIOPHO CKPEIBAJ OT MEHS CBOX JINYHOCTR".
B 3T0 Bpems OH B3[OXHYJI, IIOCMOTpPEII Ha MeHs U CKa3al:

— Ecnu s ckaxy Tebe, 4TO BCe yCIbIIaHHbIe TOOOM CITyX¥ OBITM HAPOYHO PaCIyIIeHE
UMIEPATPHULEN, TH B 3TO TOBEPUILD?

MHe mo4Yynuiochk, WU OH JeWCTBUTENIBHO IBITAETCS OMPABOATHCS IIepPemo MHON? ITO IT0KA3aIoCh
MHEe 04YeHb MUJIEIM, HO S1 BCe PABHO KMBHYJIA C CEPbE3HKIM BEIPAXKEHUEM JIUIIA.

— 41 Tebe Bepio.

V3HaB, KeM OH SIBISIETCS Ha CaMOM [iefie, 5 [TOHs/Ia, C KaKUM Ipeny0exmeHreM OTHOCUIACh K HeMy
Ipexre.

"{ HaroBopuia eMy CTOJIBKO AYPHBIX Bellen..."

VIMeHHO T03TOMY 5 ceridac coOupasnach CKa3aTh eMy MHOT'O XOPOIIETO.

— Temeps 5 3HA0, YTO THl 0YEHB MOOPHIN U TPUBETIUBHIN YEJIOBEK.

Yronku ero ry6 IpumogHSIIUCD B yIIbIOKe, Kak OYATO eMy HOCTaBuja yIOBOJILCTBUE MOS ITOXBasla.
— XO0pOI110, YTO ThI 3TO 3HAEIlIb.

OH mpou3sHec 5T CJI0Ba BEICOKOMEPHO, HO B €r0 T'0JI0Ce CIbIIIanach pagoCTh.

"Ox, OH TaKOH MUJIBII".

[TomymaB 06 3TOM, 51 He yOepxXayach OT cMexa. B crenyomee MrHoBeHe yIEIOKa BCcUe3yia C ero
TIUIIA, ¥ OH HaXMYPHUJICS.

— [Touemy THI CMeelbCs?
[TocKoMBKY 51 yKe pelllriia cCKa3aTh eMy 106osbiile JOOPHIX CJIOB, TO CHOBa Haydajla XBaJUTh €TO0.
— {1 yBepeHa, 4TO ThI XOPOILO OTHOCUIILCS K CBOUM IIOJAUYMHEHHBIM. JTO BEPHO?

Hewmuoro YOUBHUBIINCHE MOUM CJIOBAM, OH KMBHYII.



— Koneuno.

— W T He IPUMeEHSeIb HACUINe UM OCKOPOJIeHUS B afpec iofel ¢ 60jee HU3KUM IIOJI0KEeHUEM B
oO1ecTse”?

Ha atot pa3, npeXpe yeM KUBHYTh, OH OTBEJI B3IJIA[ B CTOPOHY.
— KoHeuHo.

[IpucTanbHO TOCMOTPEB Ha HETO, 5 3afalla ellle OJUH BOIIPOC.
— W THI XOPOILIO JTaAUIIb CO CBOEU CECTPOU?

Ha sTot Pa3 OH maXxe He c00J1aroBOJIMII MHE OTBETHTh, HEJOBOJIBHO YCTaBUBIINCH Ha MEH.

B KaKOM-TO CMEICITE TaKO€ OTHOIIEHHUE ObIJIO BIIOJIHE eCTeCTBEHHBIM. ET0o ¥ UMIepaTpuily, MaTh Tpuc,
MaBHO pas3mesisiia HempUMUPHKMas BpaXkaa.

— 4 umMmena B BUAy beaTpuc, TBOXO MIaAIIyI0 CECTPY.

Korpga s cHOBa mombiTanach 3aTPOHYTh 3TOT BOIIPOC, OH OPOCHUJI HA MEHS XMYpPhIil B3TJISA,.
— 4 He X04y TOBOPUTEH O HEU.

Torpa s momkasia CBOI0 HUXKHIOK I'y0y U CKasasa:

— Pa3Be TH He obelan CaymaThCs MeHs?

YcnpimaB 9TH C/10Ba, OH B3OPOTHY U TAKEIJIO B3LOXHYL.

— Xopo1o... YTo THI X0TeJa CKa3aTh?

Kpenko cxkaB pyku Makca, 5 IOCMOTpeJa eMy B I'Jla3a ¥ OTUET/INBO IIPOu3Heca:
— Hapetocs, TH ¥ faibile Oyfellb ee 3aluillaTh, TOYHO TakK JKe, KaK U CEerogHs.
— Yto? [IoueMy s LOJIKEH 3TO HejaTh?

O HaMopIIuy 7100, KaK OyATO ero o3agadyuiid MO CJIOBa.

— 4 xo4y, 4T06HI BbI 06a OBLIM CHUACTIUBE, — 6€33a00THO MPONOJIKUIIA 5.

HaGniomast ceromHs 3a HUMH, S YBEPUIACh B CBOUX IIPEATIONOKEHUAX. I[IOCKONBKY S HapyIIuia
M3HA4aJIbHBINA X0 cOoOBITHM, TpHC He cMorya MpoOyauThCs, Kak BonmebHuIa. K ToMy Xxe, y Hee He
3aBsi3a/IMCh OTHOIIEHUs ¢ MuxasjeM, KOTOPBIY CTal ee 3alllUTHUKOM II0 CI0KeTy HOBeJIIH. Ee
0XKUMaIu CypOBble UCIIBITAHUS, C KOTOPHIMU OyeT OueHb CI0KHO CIIPAaBUTHCS €1a00ii XKeHIUHE, Y
KOTOPOM He ObIJI0 HUKAaKUX CBEPXCIIOCOOHOCTEMN.

Y He TonpKo 3TO... X0Ts BeaTpuc Bce ellle He mpoOyauach, s Obla yBepeHa, 4YTO B KpUTHUECKUM
MOMEHT ee MarudecKull TajaHT AacT o cebe 3HaTh. Ecu Makc GyfeT cpakaThCs C Hel [0 KOHIa, B
XyAIIeM cjly4ae KTO-TO U3 HUX MOXKeT JIMIIUTLCA XU3HU. M, CKopee BCero, MpoOUrpaBLUIuM OKaxkeTCs
He TJlaBHad repouHs beatpuc...



"Mo# Makec..."

4 Bcerga YTBEpXKIOala, 9YTO IIBITAIOCh HAYYUTH €r0, KaK BIIUTHCS B OﬁH.[GCTBO, HO Ha CaMOM [eJjie 3TO
OH IIOMOT' MHE PAaCCTAaThCsA C OOMHOYECTBOM.

<TH mOMXHA MOYTUTEIBHO 00paIIaThCst KO MHE,>

KoHeuHO ke, 9TO TPOU30IIIO He Cpa3y... HO IIOTOM OH BCerfia OblJI pSfIoM CO MHO# U TIOMOTajl B
TPYAHYIO MUHYTY.

"¢ He xouy TeOS MOTEPSTH".

Ctoumno MHe IIpencTaBUTh 3TOT TpaI'I/I‘-IeCKI/Iﬁ HCXO0MO, KaK Ha MOMX I'Jla3aX BBICTYIIMJIN CJIE3HI. MHe He
XOTEeJI0Ch, YTOOBI C HUM CIIY49HIIOCE YTO-TO IITIOXOe€.

"Ox, KaK HeynoOHO. MoxXeT ObITh, MHE TPUTBOPUTLCS, YTO S 3€BHYNIa?"
B 9TOT MOMEHT OH JOCTal HOCOBOM IJIATOK U BHITED MHE Ijia3a.
— 4 mocTymIio Tak, Kak TH FOBOPHUILL. TakK YTO He Ij1ayb.

Ero cnoBa TpoHymu Moe cepaiie. XOTsI Ha MEPBBIN B3TJISA €0 CJI0Ba Ka3ajUCh TPOU3HECEHHBIMU IO
BIIMSTHEM MOMEHTA, JOJIKHO OBITh, OH IIPHHSJT B3BEIIIEHHOE PellleHre, Beb MPUHIIecca Bceraga
OTHOCHJIACh K YKCITy €r0 BParos.

— Cmacubo, — ¢ ynmeIOKOM OTBETHIIA S.
HemHoro nmokpacHes, Makc mpo6opMoTat:
— He crout 6rarogapuTh MeHs 3a KaXOyI0 MEJOYb...

Hpe}Kne 4YeM OH yCIIeJl JOTOBOPHUTE, 51 oOHsIJIa ero 3a el ¥ HeXKHO IIoIeIoBaia.
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