[TocMoTpeB Ha BO3MYIIIeHHOE BhIpaxkKeHue ulla beatpuc, Makc CKpuBUI POT.
"Thl aXke He yMeelllb CKPEIBAaTh CBOU 3MOLUU".

[Tocne aToro Makc mepeBen B3TJIS0 Ha OOBOIbHEIE JTUIA ITPABSIIEN YETH.
"YTo XK, 51 BOBCEe He COOMPAIOCh [Ie/IaTh TO, YeT0 OHU OT MEeHS 0XKUIAIoT".
JleroHbsKoO cxkaB pyKy beatpuc, Makc cka3a:

— JInyHBIMU CBSI3SIMHU cliemyeT 063aBOOUTLCS caMoMy. Korfma HauuHaellb BpallaThCs B CBETCKOM
o0I1IecTBe, HY2KHO BBIOMpPATH IJ1s1 0OIIEeHUS TeX JIIofiel, KoTophle Tebe Io myIie.

YcnrimaB cimoBa Makca, Kak UMIIepaTop, TakK ¥ UMIIepaTpuIia, o0a OMHOBPEMEHHO U3MEHUITUCH B
nurie. 3aTo BeaTpuc ycTaBuiack Ha CBOEr0 CBOMHOTO 6paTa TaKMM B3TJISIIOM, KaK OyOTO HUKAK He
MOTJIa IOBEPUTh CBOMM YIIIaM.

"OH cerofHsi ches 4To-TO He T0? UTo ¢ HUM cTpsiciiock? OX, y MeHs Mypallku OeryT 1mo Koxe'".
[Toka BeaTtpuc 06 3TOM myMasa, Ipo3Bydaj Iojloc MakCUMUIMaHA.

— [Tougem.

Korpa BeaTpuc ycrbiliana ero JTaCKOBBIY I'0JIOC, €M BHE3aIIHO KOe-YTO BCIIOMHUJIOCE.

HrinenmHuit He0OBIYHO APYKeOOHBIY BUL ee y2KaCHOro OpaTa HallOMHUIT el 0 TOM, KaK OH
IIPUTBOPSJICS MUILIM nepern [1xkyOennaH. Koe-uTo BHE3anHO 0CO3HaB, beaTpuc HaxMypuiace.

"Heyxenu oH Tak BefleT ce0s ©3-3a TOTO, YTO... OH KaKUM-TO 00pa30M IIOHSJ, YTO I COOMpaIoCh
nouTH K [IxybOenuan?"

BeanI/IC IMOCMOTPENa B Ty CTOPOHY, I'I€ CTOSAJIa H}KY68TII/IaH. B cBoem CBeTJ'IO-l"OJ'Iy'60M IIJIaTh€ OHa
BRITJIAEIIA xpynKofI 1 c1aboi KaK MajieHbKas MTHUYKa.

"Ila, s He MOT'Y ITO3BOJIUTH IPOKJISITOMY OeMOHY MaKcHMuraHy NpuOIu3uThCa K Moel [Ixxybenuan".
Beatpuc oTBena B3rnAn ¥ ycTaBuiack Ha Makca.

"Tloxkamyi, 1 cHadasa u30aBIloCh OT TBOETro OOIIECTBa, a TOTOM yKe Mmouay K [IxKyOemuan"
CxpbiBasi CBOM IIOTaeHHEIE MBEICTTH, BeaTpuc ynrOHynach U OTBETHUIA:

— Xoporro, 6part.

"CKOIBKO MEI e11le OymeM KPYXKUTh 110 6AaHKeTHOMY 3aiy, 00MeHHBasICh JII00€3HOCTSIMU C
IIpefCTaBUTENISIMU 3HATU? — CKydYas, moaymaina beatpuc. — "[Ipexpe g Bcerga 3agaBajach
BOIIPOCOM, TI0YEMY OH HedYacCTo IocelnaeT ouimanbaeie MeponpusaiTisa. OKa3elBaeTCs, B 3TOM
OEeUCTBUTEILHO HET HUUEr0 HHTEPECHOTO".

B 3T0 Bpemsi MakcHMUIMaH BHE3aIlHO OTIYCTUT ee pyKy. Korga BeaTpuc ¢ mo60nETCTBOM
yCTaBUJIaCh Ha HETO, OH XOJIOOHO IPOU3HEC:

— MHe HyXKHO OTJIy4uThCA 110 feny. [loka MeHd He OyneT, He Tepsiica u Oyob BHUMAaTEJIbHA.



YcnelnaB 3TO HEOXKUAaHHOEe 3aMedaHnue, beaTpuc ¢ TpymoM mofaBuia PafOCTHBIM CMEX.

"Hapo e, s He 0XKuAaja, YTO OH TaK OBICTPO OCTABUT MEHS B ITOKOE".

Ho B 3T0 Bpemsa BeaTpuc BCIOMHUTIa, YTO €X He CJiefAyeT OTKPHITO JeMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOX YyBCTBA.
— Ia, g IOoHdA.

Kak TonpKo ee Opat ucue3 u3 BUOY, YTonKu ryd beaTpuc mOBOIbHO IPUIIOIHSIIIUCS.

"Xopot1iro, IPUIIIO BpeMsi CAepXkKaTh CBoe obelaHue".

[TogymaB 006 3TOM, OHa HaIllpaBUJIaCh B Ty CTOPOHY, I'ie cTosina [IxkybenuaH. Ho 3T0 BpeMs KTO-TO
perpaguil ey myThb.

— ITpusTHO MO3HAKOMUTLCS C BAIIMM BHICOYECTBOM. MeHs 30BYyT Muxasinb Anbs0epT XecceH.

Kak Tonpko nepen beaTpuc BHe3amHO MOSIBUIICS MUXassb, ee JTUI0 Cpa3y Ke HAIPsKEHHO 3aCThHIIO.
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YBupeB, Kak IPUHI] ¥ IPUHIlecCa IlepeMelaiTcs 1o 6aHKeTHOMY 3aily, s BHe3allHO 3aHepBHUYAA.

<4 mpuien gOMPOCUTD IPECTYIIHUILY, KOTOpast MOKYyIajaach Ha Moo cectpy. C moporu!>

YecTHO rOBOPS, MHE XOTEJIOCh [IePKAThCS KaK MOXKHO [ajIbIlle OT HacJIeIHOr0 IIPUHIIA, KOTOPEIH 110
CIOXKETY HOBEJIIHI IIPUIIEST B TEMHUILY, YTOOHI IIBITATh MEHS.

"Ecnu OBl PSIOM C Helt He OBIJIO HAcJeTHOI 0 IMIPUHIIA, 51 OBl MTOJOIIIa IOITPUBETCTBOBATD ee", —
nopyMaa .

XoT4 5 UCIIBITHIBaJla HEKOTOPOE CoXajleHue, HO MHe OBbIJIO IPUATHO BUAETH yIbbaoneecs IUI0
Tpuc.

"Kak X0poI110, 4YTO CETOHS Thl BRITTISIAUINIb HEe TAKOW MPayHOM, KaK B MPOILILIXA pa3".

¢ BCTIOMHMUIIa ee YHBITIOEe BhIpaXkKeHMe JIUIa B TOT IeHb, KOTa IPOBOAUIICS OAHKET B YECTh IMOOEMH.
Torpa 51 He MorJjia He IIOYYBCTBOBATh COYYBCTBHE K TOBAPHUIIY 110 HECUACTHIO. [10 UpOHUU CyObOH, U
MeHS, 37I0[IeMKY, ¥ ee, TJIAaBHYIO TePOUHIO, HEeHOII00IMBAI POTUTEIIH.

"Ho Mexny HaMu eCTb HEKOTOpPOE pasnuyue..."

Hukorna mpexpe He ynbibaBinascs Tpuc Hayuuiach yb0aThCs MOCTIE TOTO, KaK BIEPBHIE
oBCTpeYasia Muxasss, KOTOPhIM HAPOUYHO HACTYIIUII el Ha HOTY.

<ThI TAKOU HEYKJTIOXKUU, >

[To ctoxeTy KHUTU Muxasinb cpa3y ke BIoOuscs B yneOKy Tprc u MpeBpaTUIICS B KCKPEHHET0 U
IpeJaHHOr0 YeJoBeKa, KOTOPHIM BCerfa 3allluiiall ee 1 OB TOTOB paiu Hee Ha Bce. Tpuc Toxe
TIPUHSJIA eT0 YYBCTBA.

"Co MHOM OH Ben ce0sl Kak OPSHHOU YeJIoBeK, HO ¢ TPUC y Hero Bce IOIKHO CIOXKUTHCS XOPOIIIO,
Be[b OH IIpefHa3Ha4eH el cyan6oi?"



[Topmymas 06 aToM, 51 Opocuna B3TJIsAA Ha MUXasansd U CUJIbHO YAUBUTIACE.
n n
[Touemy OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHSA?

TsKeno B3OOXHYB, g IOCIEITIHO OTBEJIA B3TJIAA U BHE3AITHO 3aMeTHIIa, YTO HacleqHBIN IIPHHI] Kyga-To
YXO[IHUT.

"3uauut, Tpuc Temeps ocTanach ogHa?"

[Toka 51 cama TOrO He 3aMeuasi, yCTaBuIach Ha Tpuc, KTO-TO IOJI0XKUJI PYKYy MHe Ha miedo. C
yaouBIieHNEeM 00epHYBIINUCE, 1 YBUOENa reper co0oii Posy.

— IxybenuaH, Mbl ¢ BepoHUKOY Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMs OTJIyYUMCS B JaMCKYI0 KOMHATY, YTOOR
IPUIYAPUTH HOCHK.

B oTBeT Ha cnoBa Po3®l g crierka B3foxHyJla U KUBHYIIA.
— Xoporo.

Korpa onu ncyesnu u3 Bupy, s CHOBa Opocuia B3rian B cToOpoHy Tpuc. OHA cMOTpesia IpsSMo Ha
MEeHS.

"MoxkeT, MHE CaMOM K Hel IIOJoUuTH?"

B 9TOT MOMEHT CO MHOM BHE3allHO 3aroBopuiad MapueH u KaTpuH.

— JIxxy6enuaH, X04ellb MMOUTH C HaMu? MBI coOMpaeMcsi HEMHOT'O Pa3BII€YbCS.
— Pa3Bneubcsi? — mepecnpocuna .

MapueH 1 KaTpuH nokasanu Ha I'PYIITY MOJIOALIX Jtofeii. Bce oHu 06amany JOBOJIBHO
IIPUBIIEKATEIbHOM BHEIITHOCTHIO, HO 0OJIbIIle BCETO CPeNy HUX BBIAETSIIICS JIOPH JJIK0C, OOUH U3
CaMBbIX 3aBUIHBIX XKEHUXOB CTOJIUIILI.

— OTH rocrnofa NpegjaokKUId HaM IPOUTH B KOMHATY OTAbIXa U CHIIPaTh B KApPTHI.
TonpKO yCbIIIaB 3TU C/I0BA, I HAKOHEI-TO IOHsJIA, YTO IPOUCXOOUT, U B3NOXHYJIA.
"O, BOT OHO 4TO... KaXKeTCs, 3TO YTO-TO BPOje BCTpeyu Kiyba?"

KoneuHo xke, s1 ObljIa He IPOTHB NMIPUCOETUHUTHCS K HUM, HO MHE IT0Ka3aJioChk, YTO 3TO OymeT
HeMHOro rpy0o 1o oTHoIneHu10 K Po3e u BepoHuke, He roBops yxke o Tpuc.

— Torga mMoxeT OBITH IOJOXKAEM, IT0OKa BepHYTCS Po3a 1 BepoHuKa, a IOTOM II0¥fieM BCce BMeCTe?
Ycneimas atu ci1oBa, MapueH 1 KaTpuH TUX0 MHE NPOLIENTallu:

— Jleno B TOM, 4TO CpeAy HUX MPUCYTCTBYET OOUH MOJIOAOU YeI0BEK, KOTOPHIM COCTOUT B AYPHBIX
OTHOILIEHUSX C CeMbel BepOHUKM.

Teneps s MOHSJIA CIIOKUBIIYIOCS CUTYALUIO.

BOO6H.I€-TO, OJ19 MEHS ceildac 0CTaBaThCS B 0aHKeTHOM 3ajie OBIIO0 OJOBOJIBHO OIIAaCHO. HOSTOMY, X0TA
g ¥ 9YyBCTBOBaAJla cebst HEMHOT'0 BUHOBATOM, HO BCE PaBHO pellnjia IPUCOEOUHUTECA K KOMIIAHUH.



EnuHCTBEHHOE, MHE He JaBaja II0KOS MBICIIb O TpI/IC, KOTOpasa ceryac ocTalaChb COBCEM OIHA.

"Temeps X0 COOBITHII HEMHOTO U3MeHMICS. KTo 3HaeT, BApyr Muxasnb COBEPIIUT KaKOH-TO
HEKPaCUBBIY ITOCTYIIOK?"

[loka s Tak mymana, KaTpuH Kyga-To yCTaBUJIaCh, IIMPOKO PaCcIaxHyB I1a3a.
— OX, TOJIBKO B3TJISHUTE Ha 3TO.
[ToBepHYB royoBy, s yBHUAena, Kak Muxasnb IPUBETCTBYET IPUHIIECCY.

"[la, BepHO. OH He CTaHEeT MOCTYNaTh IIJIOXO 10 OTHOLIEHHUIO K Hel, KOTla UX HaKOHEeI[-TO CBeJla
BMecTe cyab0a", — ¢ ropeubio U 00JIerYeHreM mofyMaria s.

Bo3MoxHO, Teneps Ayg beatpuc, KoTopas IpexXae YKpaJKou Ijiakaja B yrojike, HaCTaHeT HOBas
XKU3Hb.

"4 xxenato Tebe cuacThs".
Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs g CKasasa:
— Xopo1io, nougemre.
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Crosimuii mepen beaTpuc CBETIOBOIOCHIH MyK4MHA C (PUOIETOBEIMU, KaK aMeTUCTHI, TJla3aMu
HapsAy C TOPAOM IJIHOCOM CYUTANICI OOHUM M3 JIYYIINX XKEHUX0B UMIIEPHUU. BOT TOIBKO OH HE
IIPOU3BEJT HA Hee 0cOo00Tr0 BIEYaTIEHHUS.

"HeyxXemnu 0OH CMOT ITIOKOPUTH €€ TaKOU BHEITHOCTHI0? O4YeHb XaJjb".
[Toka BeaTpuc ¢ TaKUMU MEBICJIIMU paccMaTpuBasia Muxaas, TOT IPOU3HEC:

— $1 OBUT CTIMIIKOM OYapoBaH Ballleil KpacoTOM, II03TOMY BCTal y Bac Ha myTu. [Ipomury npoIeHus 3a
MO0 Tpy0OCTb.

MHO0KeCTBO IOHBIX JIeOy IPUILIKA OBl B BOCTOPT OT TAaKOTO OTKPOBEHHOTO KOMITJIMMeHTa, HO beatpuc
maxke He cryuiajna ero. [Ipogoskas MpUCTaTIbHO CMOTPETh Ha JIKy6enmuaH, OHa HaXMypPHUJIIaCh.

"Kynma T8I yxoguib? Trl 3a0bl1a 0 cBoeM obelaHuu?"

C aroit MBIcTBIO BeaTpuc crenana iar B CTOPoHy [IXy6GenuaH.

— Baiire BEICOY€ECTBO, BB OKaXKeTe MHe 4eCThb IIOTaHIleBaTh CO MHOM?

B To MrHOBeHue, Korna BeaTpuc nosepHynack K Muxasmio, [[xxybenvan ucuesa u3 BULY.
Pacceppusiuce, beaTpuc cTporo npousHecsa:

— 4 BOBCe He HaMepeHa OKa3kBaTh BaM TaKyl0 4eCTh, I03TOMY He CTOMTe OO0Jblile y MEHS Ha MyTH.

XOJOMHBIN TOIOC IPUHIIECCH OYITO 3aMOPO3KIT BeCh GAHKETHEIM 3all. beaTpuc Bumena MOTPsSICeHHEIe
JIUIA CBOMX POIHUTENIEH, HO BCe 9TO yXKe He UMeJI0 IJI Hee HUKAKOT0 3HaYeHus.

"HyzkHo moOsIcTpee JoTHATH ee!”



Bckope BeaTpuc 6ricTpo moKuHYa 3an. OHa fefiCTBOBaia HACTOJIBKO CTPEMUTENILHO, YTO HaXKe
IeHHUC, KOTOPBIM TPHCMATPUBAJT 32 IIPUHIIECCOM, TTOTEPSIIT ee U3 BUTY.
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Mer cimy4yaitHBIM 00pa30M pa3feNuIuch Ha Maphl ¥ MPOCenoBany u3 6aHKeTHOTO 3ajla B KOMHATY
OTHBIXA.

— Jlegu ®nolieH.

Korga MeHsI OKIMKHYJ MATKHM TOJIOC, I IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha COIIPOBOKABIIET0 MeHS JIopha Jroca.

— Ila, 4TO BBL XOTEJIH CKa3aTh?

Torma oH ¢ m06e3H0M YIBIOKOM ITPOIOIIKUI:

— 4 mpoCTO XOTeJ MPOU3HECTH Ballle UMS.

Ero oTBeT MeHs ynuBuIIL. f1 IOHATHS He UMeJIa, 3aYeM eMy 3TO ObIJI0 HY2KHO, HO BCe PaBHO KHMBHYIIA.
— IlougaTHO.

Ecmu IMOAyMaTh, 4 Y2K€ OKa3bIBaJIaCh B TIOX0Ken CUTyalluH, IMOCKOJIBKY MHOT Ia Makc Toxe ObIBal
MOJI9aJIMBBIM, 1 MHE CTaHOBUJIOChH CKYYHO.

[Tocne 3TOrO NOPH INIUOT HEKHO MOXJIONA] MEHS 110 pyKe U CKa3asl:

— 9TO0 yauBUTENbHO. f HUKOTHA OBl He IMOAyMaJl, YTO OJHAXKOHl MHE BHIIIAMIeT TaKasi BO3MOXKHOCTD.
— Kakas BO3MOXKHOCTB?

YcnrpiaB Mo# BOIIPOC, OH YIBIOHYJICS TaK, YTO €T0 I'Jla3a MPeBPaTUIIUCh B IOTYMECSIIH, ¥ OTBETHII:
— MHe 04YeHb X0TeJI0Ch IOUTPaTh C BaMHU B KapTHL.

YT0 XKe, IOX0XKe, ITOT YEJIOBEK MEHS I1JI0X0 3HaeT.

"¢l Bcerpa mpourpriBai0 B KapTOYHBIX urpax. OH OymeT pa3odapoBaH, KOTfia YBULUT MOM CKPOMHEIE
HaBBEIKHI".

B 9TOT MOMEHT MeHS KTO-TO OKJIUKHYI.
— Ixy06enuaHn!

Ycnblias 3TOT roJjioc, KOTOPHIM I0YeMy-TO IIPO3Bydall Kak-TO 0THYasHHO, 5 I0BEPHYJa I'0JI0BY.
YBuUpEB, KTO MIPHUIIE, S IIXPOKO paclaxHya Iia3a.

"Kak xe Ttak?"

Bckope Bce, KTO y3HaN 3Ty JIMYHOCTD, OIIYCTUIIH TJla3a. OTO OBLJIO COeIaHO U3 yBaKeHUS K
MMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbe. f ToxXKe MombITanach HaKJIOHUTH T'OJIOBY.

— IxyOenuan dnou drolieH.

4 HeMHOTO pactepsaiiacCh, KOIroa MEHs Ha3BaJlu IIOJTHBIM KMEHEM, W 3aKpPhIjla I'lla3a. B aTOT MOMEHT



qyZXKas PyKa KOCHYJIaCbk MO€ET0 non60p0nKa " IIPUIIOOHMAIA JIUIIO. KpaCHBIe rna3a OBITU MTOJTHE
pa3o4yapOBaHuig. ITOT B3T/I494 HEMHOTO paCCTPOUII MEHI. bil CTJIOTHYJIa CIIIOHY, Habomas 3a BeanI/IC.

"Tloyemy OHa IIpHUIIUIa CIOfa, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOH TaHIleBaTh C Muxasnem?

IToka Mor10 T'OJIOBY 3aAIIOJIHAIIA CaMbI€ PA3HBI€ MBICIIN, OHA IIPHCTAJIBHO YCTABUIJIACh Ha MEHI U
CKa3aJia:

— Tebe He 00513aTeNIbHO OIYCKaTh ITepefj0 MHOU T'0JIOBY.

YcnrimaB 3To, 5 elile 00Jblile TOYYBCTBOBaIa cebsi COMTOM C TONKY. ITH CJIOBa...

— IToToMy 4TO TH — MOU 4eJIOBEK.

VIMeHHO 9T CJI0Ba OHA IIPOU3HEC/a B KHUTE, KOTTla OTKPhIJIa CBOM 4yBCTBa MUXassio.
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— CMOTpH, 9TH JIIOAU Ha MEHs Hallaju.

Makc HaxMypuJCsl, YCIBIIIAB II0Ce0BaBIlIee 3a STUMU CJI0BaMU I'PSI3HOE PYraTeIbCTBO.

— Tol m03Ba MEHS TOJIBKO IIO3TOMY?

ABanbTa YyCMEXHYJICS U nepefan MaKcy KaKou-TO IpegMerT.

— V Hux Oblia Urila, CMoueHHas B fypMaHe. [IpuHIlecce ToxXe cliefyeT coOofaTh OCTOPOKHOCTb.

— OHa ceityac B 6aHKeTHOM 3aie. K Heit OygeT cioxkHee momoOpaThCs, YeM K BaM, IPYIINe IapHeH,
KOTOpas pacciabiseTcs 3a BHIIUBKOM B CBOUX KOMHATaX, — Pe3K0 Bo3pas3us Makc.

ABarnbTa cjerka ynbeOHYICS B OTBET Ha €T0 CJI0Ba, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY BOexKall
OMYMHEeHHBIM MakKca ¥ TPOMKO [T0JTOXKHUIT:

— Baire BbICOYECTBO, TpUHIIECCA TOKUHYJIa OAHKETHBIN 3all.
— Yrto? Kyna Te cMoTper, [lennuc?

— Hacuert sToro... Kakum-to 06pa30M IIpHHIIeCCa Ha4dajla ABUTATHCA OO CTPAHHOT O 6BICTpO, u g He
CMOT ee JOTHaTk...

[Toka 9TOT OeCIOoJIe3HbIH IIapeHb, 3dUKaACh, BEIJABJINBAII U3 ce0s cioBa, Makc o CKOPOCTEIO CBETaA
BBIJIETEJT U3 IOKOEB ABAJIbTHI.
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