¢ mpuKphITa ra3a ¥ TUXO Havaja XKOaTh...
"Yr0?"

He mouyyBCcTBOBaB HMKAKKX IIPU3HAKOB TOT0, YTO OH COOUpaeTCs MpUONIU3UTLCA KO MHe, 5 Oblla
BBIHY2K[I€HA CHOBA OTKPHITH I'Ta3a. Korma Halmm B3ryIsasl BCTPETUIIUCE, OH CTPAHHO TOCMOTPEN Ha
MeHs ¥ yOpasl CBOM PYKH.

— Bce roroso.

HO‘-IYBCTBOBB.B, YTO MOs I'OJIOBa CTajla YYyTOUYKY TsAXKeJiee, 1 IPUKOCHYIIACh K BOJIOCAM U IIOHSAJIA, YTO
TOJIBKO YTO IIPOXI3OIIJIO.

"OX, OH IPOCTO Hafie]l Ha MeHs 3aKONKYy".

Korpma s oco3Hasa, 4T0 HENIPaBUJIBHO ITOHAJIA CII0XKUBIIYIOCS CATYalUlo, MHE CTaJl0 HEMHOI'O CTBITHO.
"TlouyeMy ThHI CKa3ajl MHE 3aKpBITh I'J1a3a?"

HekoTopoe BpeMs 51 He MOTJIa IPUUTHU B ce0s1 OT CMYIIEHNUS.

— Kpacusas.

Ycnuimae Takoe BOJIHYIOIIIEE CJIOBO, IIPOM3HECEHHOE COBEPIIEHHO OOBIYHBIM TOHOM, S HU3YMJIEHHO
YCTaBHJIAaCh Ha HETO.

"4 kpacuBasa?"

9T0 OBIIO 0YEHD CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO. XOTSI MHE YaCTO FOBOPUIIM, YTO S KpacuBasi, HO KOTHaA 5
yCIIBIIIaIa 3TO OT HEero, MHe IM0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 9TO CIYYMIIOCEH BIIepBEIE. BCKOpe Moe cepale Havaio
CHUJIBHO OUTHCA.

"4YT0O CO MHOM MPOUCXOTUT?"

Korpa g yxe Hayana 6eCIIOKOUTLCS U3-3a TOTO, YTO MOE Pa3ropsueHHOe JIULI0 MOTJIO IIOKPaCHeTh, OH
TIPOTSHYJ KO MHE PYKY. 51 IIOCIENTHO CIIPOCUTIA:

— YTO THI fenaenn?

OH cnerka HaxMypUJICS U OTBETUIL:

— 4 XoTen monpaBUTh 3aKOJIKY.

YBUMEB, YTO OH MIPOMIOIKAET TIHYTHCSI KO MHE, 51 TOPOIJIMBO BOCKJIMKHYIA:
— O, s cpenato 3To!

4 He xXoTena, YTOOBI Y Me€HA CHOBA BO3HHKIJIO HEAOIIOHMMAHHUE N3-3d €TI0 IIOCTYIIKAd, U 4 OKa3aJlaCh BO
BJIaCTH O4epegHOoro CTPaHHOI'O 38.6J'Iy}KI[eHI/Iﬂ. HOSTOMY 4 CaMa IIoIIpaBHJIa CBOU BOJIOCEL
3aKpeIniia Ha HUX 3aKOJIKY. ITocne 3TOr0 5 CHOBa BCTpeTuiiaCb C HUM B3IrJIsAJOM.

"CKOJIBKO pa3 3TO yKe IPOUCXoauno?"

¢4 mouyBcTBOBasna, 4YTO GOJIBIIE HE MOTY BHIIEPKUBATH €T'0 B3TJIS/, ¥ CMYILIEHHO OTBEJIa I1as3a.
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Makc ¢ HesKHOCThIO TOCMOTpen Ha [IxkybenuaH.

— Temneps Bce xopoIro, ma?

C ero ry6 cmeTen B3[0X, Be[lb OHa HAYETo He 3Hala.
"9T0 cyMacuiecTBue".

OHa HUKOT[a He y3HaeT, 4TO HafleBas eil Ha TOJIOBY 3Ty 3aKOJIKy, OH U30 BCEX CHUJI IHITaJICA T0060POTh
JKeJlaHUe ee MOLeNIoBaTh. [Jlaxke ceiiuac OH efiBa [TOJAaBNIAN B cebe HU3MEHHOe XelaHue BIUThCS
TI0LIeTTyeM B ee ajible I'yOHl.

OHa mocTaa MaJieHbKOe 3epKaJblle, 0CMOTpesia ce0s 1 yIbI0HYIach.

Kaxkas ona munasi. ['nans Ha Hee, eMy 3aX0TEJI0Ch PACCMeSIThCS, HO B CIIEOYIOLIYI0 CEKyHAY Makc
HaXMYPHIICS.

"MHe 3TO He II0Ka3aJ0Ch".

Makc IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CTECHEHHE B I'PYIH, KdK TOJIBKO 3aMETHJI, YTO C HEKOTOPLIX IIOP OHA CTaJla
n30eraThb BCTpeYaThCA C HUM B3IrJIsAgOM.

"¢l Bemb maxke chenan Tebe mogapok... B weM xke torga mpobnema?"

EMy xoTenoch 06XBaTUTh PyKaMU €€ CTPOMHYIO TAUIO U 3aKJTIOYUThL B CBOM 00bsTHS. Torma ee
IIPeKpacHEbIe T1a3a U3YMJIEHHO YCTaBUJIUCE Obl Ha HETO, a OH Pa3[BUHYJ OBl HEXKHEBIE JIENIECTKY ee T'y0
U yr1yOum moueyi. 3aMeTHB, YTO €T0 PyKa HeIIPOU3BOJILHO MOTSHYIach K HEN, OH CXKaJl ee B KyJIaK.

"BOpyr OHa MOHSIIA, O YeM 5 myMar?"

HO‘-IYBCTBOBaB, YTO y HEro mmepecoxjio B ropiie, Makc CTJIOTHYII CIIIOHY. On HAIIPSA2KEeHHO YCTaBUJICA
Ha Hee, nyMas, 4TO el OTBETHUTH, €CJIK OHa 00 9TOM 3aroBOPHUT.

— 3Haemb 4yT0, Makc. Bomnbinoe cmacu6o Tebe 3a 3TOT IOJAPOK.

— A, ma, — HEeJIOBKO OTBETUII OH.

[xkyOenmuaH BOCTOPKEHHO yIbIOHYIaCh U MIPOIOIKHUIIA:

— To, 94TO KTO-TO KyIIUJI MHE Belllb, KOTOPYIO 5 XO0Tejla — [JIsI MEHS 3TO BIIEPBHIE.

"Heyxemnu Thl HUKOTIa He DapHUJil eif 0OBIYHBIX TONAPKOB", — HaXMypuiicss Makc, IIoyMaB O CBOEM
HAaCTaBHUKE.

— Makc, — npousHecna [[xky0enraH, IOBEPHYB K HEMY T'OJIOBY.

Makc pe3Ko BTSHYJ B ce6st BO3MyX, KOTHa YBUEI €€ TOPO30BeBILEe JIUIO. XOTS eMy TPYOHO OBIIIO
IIpemyrafaTh, KaKe CII0Ba YCIIBIIIKT U3 €€ YCT, OH BCe PABHO JXK[IAJ UX C HETEPIEeHUEM.

CxkonbKO elle 0HE Oy[yT CMOTPETh APYT APYTY B Iria3a? B KoHIe KOHIOB, [IxKyOenuaH riayooKo
B3[OXHYJa U CKa3aja:



— Jlo cBUmaHuA.

TTocne 9TOTO OHA Cpa3y ke mobexkalna K KapeTte ¢ repbom repuora droiterHa. Makc oOCMOTpe el
BCJIe[l ¥ CO B3[J0XOM ITPOU3HEC:

— Tak BOT YeM 3aKOHUYMJIOCH MOE OXHUIaHue?

B 9TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO IIOOOIIIEN K MaKcy. On HaIIpsArcs, IOYYBCTBOBaAB ITOCTOPOHHEE IIPHCYTCTBHE,
HO YGGJII/IBI_HI/ICL B JINYHOCTH 3TOT'O YEJIOBEKa, y6pan PYKy CO CBO€ETO M€4Ya 1 CKa3all:

— TwI HaOJIOgasIa 3a HaMu?
®pe3usa XUXUKHYJIA B OTBET Ha BOIIpOC Makca.

— 4 Bupena coBceM 4yTh-4yTh. COOCTBEHHOPYYHO HAMETh €# 3aK0JIKY — 3TO [TOBOJILHO
POMaHTHYHO...

— O®pe3us.

Ycneimas yrpoxatommi rojgoc Makca, dpe3us 0TBEpHYJIach, HEPBHO CrilaThIBas CJIIOHY.
— KcraTy, s TOMBKO 9TO y3Hasa HOBOJIBHO IMIOKUPYIOIIYI0 HOBOCTS.

— HosocTp?

— Ila, 3TO KacaeTcs UMIIepaTPULIEL.

B otBeT Ha 9T0 MakC MpayHO MPUIIOIHSI OPOBE.
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BepHyBIIHCH OMOH, 5 II€epeOfenach, eria Mof Ofesyio U TAKeNI0 B3J0XHYIa.
"B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 1 TaK ¥ HE CMOTJla 3afaTh eMy 3TOT BOIPOC".

Boo6i1me-To, 51 X0Tella PaCcCIIPOCUTD €T0 0 CeMbe, HO B pe3yJIbTaTe 3acThila Kak 3aBOPOXKEHHAas U Tak
M He CMOTJla 3TOTO cOefiaTh. PaccepauBIIKCh Ha ce0s, s THYy/Ia HoraMu ofesijio. Ilocye 3Toro s cCHOBa
IIPUHSIIACh BCIOMUHATD O TOM, YTO ITPOU30IIIIO CETOMHS.

"Tlouemy s Tak cebs Bema?"

Ha camoMm [fienie oTBeT MHe yKe OblJT ©3BeCTeH. Kak 51 Morjia He MOHSTh, YTO B KOTO-TO BiI06GI€HA?
OpmHa TOJIBKO PEBHOCTH, KOTOPYIO S UCIIBITaNa CEerOfHs, CIIyKHUa JOCTaTOYHEIM J0OKa3aTeIbCTBOM
MOUX YYBCTB.

"Bo3pMmu cebd B pyku, [[xxyOenuan".

LlepeMOHUS COBEPIIIEHHONETHS IIPUHIIECCH ellle He MpoIia. K ToMy Xe, s II0Ka He 3HaJla, YTO MO
OTell PEeII HacueT HacAeqHOro MpHuHIla. [IoKa MHe paHo OBITIO YCIIOKAaHWBATLCS, Belb MOU (iiar
CMEpTH elrle HUKyaa He Jescs.



B ToM ciiy4ae, eciid Yy MeHS HauyHeTCS KOH(MIUKT C HAaCJIeIHBIM IPUHIIEM UM MPUHIIECCOH, 5
cobupasack pa3opBaTh HAII KOHTPAKT ¢ MaKCOM pafu ero NuyHou 6e30macHOCTH. [109TOMYy s TTOKa
CTapajiach He JaBaTh €My JIOKHBIX HafIe kK],

"XoTs s He 0TBeTUJIa eMy "ma", HO BCe Xe..."

¢ mocMoTperia Ha Te 3aKOJIKH, KOTOPEIe moJapuil MHe Makc. OHM TaK KPaCHBO CBEPKasld, YTO s He
MOTJIa OTBECTH OT HHUX T'7la3. TOYHO Tak ke, KaK ¥ OT TOr0, KTO MHE UX IOOapHII.

"CHay4ana g NOJ0XKAY, II0Ka 0/1aronoIyyHo He IPOAeT LiepeMOHUs COBepIIeHHoNIeTUs. Ecnu Bo
BpeMs Hee HUYero He CIIy4YHUTCH, TO..." — IoJyMala 5, IJIAAs8 Ha 3aKOJIKHU.

IMoka s TpefaBaiach rpe3aM, Ha MeHs MMOCTEIIeHHO HaBaJIUIaCh yCTAIOCTh. S MeIeHHO 3aKphiia
TJla3a ¥ MOTPY3uIIach B COH.
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Korma Makc BepHYJICSI B UMIIEPATOPCKUM ABOPEL], BpeMs OBIIO YKe IO3THEE.

— Bame BBEICOYE€CTBO, HAKOHEI-TO BBl BEPHYIIHUCE.

Korpa BukTop npuTtaimui K HeMy 4ejioBeKa C KJISIIOM BO PTY, B3IJIAL Makca MTHOBEHHO ITOXO/IOHE]I.
— BrlTanm K.

Korpa BukTop BHITAIIMII KIS B30 PTa KPEIKO CBSI3aHHOTO YejioBeKa, MaKC CIIpOCHUIT:

— Kro nocnan tebs?

TOT 4enoBeK HENPUATHO YXMBIJIBHYJICS M OTBETUII:

— MeHnd nocnana uMnepaTpuia. Tol, TPI3HBIA MICHUK...

B 3TOT MOMEHT Makc yfiapui ero HOTOH, a ITOTOM ellle pa3 U elle... 3BYKH 11060eB 3aIl0THUIN
KOMHATYy.

Bckope Makc cHOBa 06paTHiIcs K UCTeKalollleMy KPOBbIO YEeJIOBEKY.

— 3a BCe 3T TOOBl UMIIepaTpHUlla HU pa3y He IOChUIala MHE TaKOr0 HArjaoro ¥ OTKPOBEHHOTO
youtiny. [ToaToMy He Belllaii MHe JIQIIly Ha yIIud. BEICTPO paccKa3biBaii, KTO TBOUM HACTOSIIUN
XO35UH.
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Ha cnepytomuii meHb JOJKeH OB cOCTOAThCS GaHKeT. beaTpuc IeOBUTO CyeTunach, 3aHMMasiCh
IIOTOTOBKOM.

— Ila, IpoCTO UaeanbHO.

BauKeTHHIN 3aj OblT YKpallleH KpaCHBIME C 30JI0TOM 3aHaBeCSIMU U CKaTepTsMU. [10BCIOYy CTOSIH
OyKeThl KpaCHBIX P03. Bce 9T0 BHITJIAEN0 HAaCTOIbKO KPpacuBo, YTO beaTpuc ocTanack KpalHe
OOBOJIBHOM.

— KpacHoe ¢ 3010TOM... ¥ Te6Gs Takue ByJIbrapHble BKYCHI.



YcnpimaB 9TOT HaCMEIIIUBLIA T'OJI0C, BeanI/IC HaXMypHUJIACh. [To3apgu Hee B CBOEM YEepHOM [ocCIiexe
CTOSIJT €€ CBOOHBIN 6paT, KOTOPOT'O OHA BOBCE HE I'OpeJla 2KeJlaHneM BUIETE.

"OOBIYHO OH ITOCTOSTHHO 3alMpaeTcs B CBOeM KOMHAaTe, I04eMy CerogH4..."

Ona 6pocuna B3rjsg Ha Makca, ragas mpo ce0si, He UCITyTaJIuCh JIK ee CIyxaHKu. [Toce 3Toro oHa
XOJIOOHO IPOU3HECTIA:

— Ecnu TH He coOupaeuIbcs IoMoraTh, OXKalIyucTa, YXOOHU.
YcTaBuBLIKCE Ha CBOIO CeCcTpy, Makc MefjIeHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— IlaBali HEMHOT'O TIOTOBOPYM.

— MHe Hedyero cka3aTh Tebe.

YcnbiaB HanpsiXKeHHBIN OTBET CBOEH cecTprl, Makc yiIBIOHYJICS M CKa3all:
— Ilo#imeM cO MHOM.

BeaTpuc HaxMypuiach, TOCMOTPEB Ha CBOET'0 CBOJHOTO OpaTa, KOTOPHIH MTPU OOBIYHEIX
00CTOSTENIHCTBAX HUKOTIa OBl C HEW HE 3aTOBOPUII.

"JT0 Ha HEro Takoe HaIimo?"

[Tapy MraoBeHuit beaTpuc u3ydasa B3TJISIOM CBOEro OpaTa, KOTOPHIM pacCMaTpHBajl YOPaHCTBO
0aHKEeTHOTr0 3aJa. Eif MpuIIIo B TOJIOBY, YTO €CJIM OHA HUYEro He OTBETHUT, OH MPOMOIKUT HafloeaaTh
eu.

"Ox, ueprt OBl ero nmobpasn. Heyxenu emy 60blle qenaTh He4ero?"

Xots BeaTpuc npo cebs pyraja ero nocjaegHAMHU CJIOBAMU, OHa OTBETHIa €My HOBOJIBHO BEXKJINBO:
— Xopotio, s oAy ¢ TOOOI.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi Makc noBepHyJicsa K beaTpuc.

— Oi.

OTOT BHE3AIHBIN OKJIUK "31" OBIJT OUeHb JTeTKOMBICTIEHHBIM ¥ (haMUJIbSIPHBIM. beaTpuc CKpUBUIIACH,
OpoCHB CEPOUTHIN B3TJISAT Ha CBOEro Opara.

— Yro?
OHa HapoOYHO OTBETHUJIA EMY KOPOTKO U €P3KO0, HO 3TOT NMPOKJIATHIM YeI0BEK axke OPOBBIO He TOBET.
"Uto 0H coOupaeTcs MHe CKa3aTh?"

Eif HeyacTO DOBOIUIIOCH PA3roBapuBaTh CO CBOUM OpaTOM, HO KaxXK[bIY pa3 3TO He OCTAaBIISAIO e’
HUKaKHUX XOPOILIKUX BOCIIOMUHAHUN".

<Ecnu TH He X04elIlb YMEDPETH, HOCTapafICﬂ JEPXKAThCA IIOOaJIbIIE OT CBOEen MaTepu.>

B To BpeMs 0OHa He CMOTJIa BEIIABUTh U3 cebst HU CJI0Ba, TIOCKONIBKY €€ 0 CMePTH HalyTraau 9TH
IOHEIE PelIuTeNbHbIe TTa3a. [Toka BeaTpuc mbiTamack HabpaThCcs XpadpocTu, ee OpaT 3aTOBOPHUII



CHOBa.

— 3aBTpa IocTapaucs 10 BO3MOXKHOCTU He TIOKKAATh OaHKeTHHIN 3ail. Y HU B KOeM ciTydae He Iei
HUKaAKOr0 BHHA.

Beatpuc ¢ kaMeHHBIM BhIpakeHueM JIulla KpHUBO YIbIOHyIach ¥ mogyMana: "4 tak u 3Hana. Th
IIPHUIIENT CIofia, YTOOBI 3aTESITh CO MHOM CCOPY".

— Hoquy? Xo4eIb CKa3aTh, YTO TH OTPaBUIIb BUHO?

XoTsi oHM OblIM OpaToOM U CECTPOM, HO UX C POXKIEeHUs pa3feisia Bpaxfa, I09TOMY cerdac riiasa
BeaTtpuc ropenu Hempusi3HbI0. PaBHOOYLIHO YCTaBUBIIKCH B 3TH IIBIIAIOIIME KPaCHbIe r1a3a, Makc
B3IOXHYII.

— 4 Tebs npemynpenuII.
[TpoBozKas B3TNISAOM CIIMHY yxopsiiero Makca, Beatprc npoBopuarna cebe 1mof HOC:

— YokHYTHIY YOIIIONOK, TI0YeMY Thl BHE3AITHO TOBOPHIIEL TaKue HEIPUSTHLIE BEIM HaKaHyHEe MOET0
OHS pOXOeHusd?!

B cnepnyromee MraoBeHue beaTpuc B3BOJIHOBAaHHO YIEIOHYIach, BCioMuHasa [IxxybOenuaH.

"Hapeioch, Tebe TOHPABUTCS".
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